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HQ-TROEIJCTIO^. 


Ignorance of erll Is the snare of Innooenoo, the pitfall In the prth of cood Intent. For want of 
knowledge the unthinking are delyided Into vice, the -H-ell-meauing lull into crime, social disorders 
multiply and thousands sink to ruin in the hopeless depths of felonious degradation. Of some offen¬ 
ces,“the least said the soonest mended,” but the counterfeiter is a bandit ugainsfirhose robberies. 
Intelligence Is the only safeguard. The welfare of the public, demands a complete exposure of the 
professional secrets of the lives of all the graat counterfeiters, criminal engravers and plate printers, 
vit i full details of their operations and a complete account of all the plates lor printing counterfeits 
made or worked by each of them. This and much othcrlmportant Information, the reader will find In 
the OovEiuoraifT Blui Book. This unique publication, being carefully compiled from official 
document< In the archives of the Secret Service Division of the United States Treasury Department, 
collated from other authentic records, and derived from the remlnlsoenoesot a celebrated Treasury 
Expert, of more than thirty years’ experience, has all the character and value of a complete text-book 
to tho money c-xport. That It should be of thrilling and romantic Interest, as well as full of varied 
and instructive details, to the general reader. Is inevitable from the character of the individuals 
whose extraordinary biographies are given and from the nature of tho exciting clreumslanocs natu> 
sdly Involved. While careful, for tho take of truth and tho credit of human nature, to award to each 
of tho olTenden of whom he has written, whatever good traits and qualities they may personally have 
possessed, tho author has not concealed tho true nature of crime by specious phraseof morbid senti¬ 
ment True to tho facU of history, these narratives of felonious adventure arc moral beacon-lights 
along the coast of life, they show that Indeed tho way of tho transgressor Is hard and In his flaal 
dreary prison fate, give most effeetlvo warning of the wreck, ruin and despair, certain to all those, 
who, whatever their abilities, attempt In future to follow a similar career. 

Counterfeiting Is a crime as ancient as tho use of money, a practice In vogue, for almost five thou¬ 
sand years and probably of pre-historio origin. Kings, Statesmen, W.irriors and great Commercial 
magnates have been guilty of this offence, like other criminals of all ranks of social dlsUnctlon 
or degradation. Q-ovemments have debased thelrown overrated currency, thus robbing tho already 
swindled people. SUtesmen as a matter of hostile or belligerent policy, have 1ml Wted tho currency 
of nations rivals to thelrown and circulated tho oountcrfcits freely, to the great loss of thoss they 
■were anxious to Injure. Mighty Conquerors have not hesitated to make oounteriolt money tho sin¬ 
ews ol war, while venerable and vast Corporations have folsud upon the world Immense sums In pre¬ 
tentious representative fraudulent currency, and great Merchants have not scorned to profit by simi¬ 
lar praoUcos. Of parties loss distinguished, from the wealthy, able •‘capitalist” and "outside man," 
down; the artistic engraver, tho plate printer, tho wholesale dealer, the lobber, the peddler, tho boo¬ 
dle carrier and the shovor who passes the queer, all those celebrated in the calender of crime, or even 
now engaged in filling tho channels of trade with worthless stuff in the likeness of coin or notes, 
their name is Iiegion and the miracle of easting them completely out, has been above the faith of the 
men of a former age i-nd is beyond tho power of oven tho astute Operatives of tho present geno-a- 
tlon. The groat obstacle in the way of official suocess in the prevention of counterfeiting, Is the un¬ 
fortunate fact, that among tho immense majority of the public counted honest and respectable, tho 
average pe'Ton is not only careless about Ignorantly accepting counterfeit money, but more repre- 
liensiblo still determined to pass tho same away, whenever accldent-vlly found In his possession; To 
such moral stolidity, apparently insensible to ethical distinctions, tho sharp penalty of tho lavr will 
be a proper and deserved application. Let the amateur and tho professional shover of counterfeits, 
suffer a corresponding penalty, ns they share a common guilt, and tho sphere of felony will speedily 
be diminished. It is impossible, nil who handle money should become competent Treasury Experts; 
really “goodjudges of money" arr and must remain, fellows of rare achievements, but, for all that, 
any person of fair intelligence, may by reference to DYE’S Q-OVEKNMENT COUNTEKFEIT 
DETECTOB, discriminate conclusively in every case, so being saved from loss themselves and from 
bhe temptation to Infiict loss upon others. 

Under the administration of Lord Castlerelgh, the Government of England was accused ot coun¬ 
terfeiting the essipnals of the French BepubUo, and patUng tho false Issue in circulation through 
paid agonu, thus debauching tho currency and breaking down tho credit of France. The Conti¬ 
nental money ol tho American Revolution it Is said, was counterfeited by the same power, In the 
same manner, for the same purpose, with like results. The Great Napoleon Bonaparte is reported 
to have made use of counterfeit notes of the Bank of Austria, In Hungary and other parts of 








Europe, where his purvevors and commissaries passed them In payment for horses and other mill- 
lary supplies; .ite cases are historical, hut need not be mentioned in tuis article. As to the- 
character ot iho counterielter and me estimation In which he Is held, the miscreant and wretes 
Who seeks the life of his enemieSby polsoninif the wells and streams of water, is held in universal 
eie.raiion and horror as the most detestable of murderers. Money is the blood of business, the 
stream which feeds the reins of commerce, the motlve-power of progreas. The eountefelter vitiates 
the life-current ol clvflltatlon, he irthen^rtous aasaatln ofertdltand doserredly held to beofall 
public enemies and social parasites the most dangierous. The pursuits of the counterfeiter, especi¬ 
ally those of the capiullst, manager and engraver, demand uncommon talent, even genius, to- 
secure success. He is not in general of hrutal InsUncU, his occupaUon compels refined habits to a 
certain degree, and he seldom finds occasion lor violenee; his brain, h» eye, his steady nerve 
nis .almost preternatural acuteness, either of wit or of touch, these are his capital, and these h& 
prostitutes to the service of crime in a wonderful style, pursuing his career even Into the shadow ot 
prison walls and seldom efl^ectlng a reformation though severely and repeatedly punUhed. 

History shows that severe penalUes have In all countries been powerless to prevent counterfeiting^ 
In England during the earlier part of the eighteenth century, cruel torture, life-long Imprisonment 
and even death, was inflicted upon Ihlse coiners, forgers and counterfeiters. By sentence of aa 
English Court. Barbara Spencer lor “making a few shillings,” was doomed to be burned • the 
authoriU* modified the order of the court, so that the woman was first strangled at the stake and 
then her body consnmed. Brutal punishments of this kind were relied upon for some time, but the 
more severe the punishment, the greater the increase of crime. A more successful method of pre- 
venuon was found at a later date. The peculiar eharaeter of the paper used and the artistic yet 
plain devices, printed In the most srorkman-llke manner upon them, with the parUcular manage¬ 
ment (rf the ^nk reading their clrenlatloi>-no note being Usned a seoond tlme-have made^ 
imluuon of Bank of England notes so difficult, that very few eounUrfelU of them have over beea 
^ »o fortunate, and the bills of banks In the; 

^Itod States have been extensively counterfeited, as have the former issues of the United States 
T^ury Notea The last series of these Treasury NoUi are superior In design and finish, and 
almost free from Imlutlon. ’ 

design, or the amount of ordinary engraving or combination of 
florid colors on a bill, which effectnally checks the counterfeiter; but the very best and most artls- 
uc work, in re^onable display.on special, dlstlncUve paper. This, with pro^r m^t^Lent omt 
currency and frequent redemption with Issues of clean bills, Is all can be done In thU dlrccUon At 
piwent. more Is w beapprehended Irom the camera and the chemical laboratory, than from the pen- 
and burin of the engraver. To meet the exigencies of the future In this direction, will tax the un¬ 
ceasing vigilance of the officers of the Treasury; to the skill and fidelity Of Bach men aj Geo W 
Casllesr of the Bureau of EngiuvlDg and PrinUng, must be added the atUluments of expeits 1& 

w a “*™“*^*‘ ‘ PeriodJoal be constant- 

ly informed and enabled to dlscrlmlnaU; finally the penalties foroounterfelUng, severe but not bar- 
To this last named end the Secret Service Division 
Department, which under the mperintendence of Chief James J 

T^e 1 , no roff “I ‘‘r"’ “>6 highest state of efficiency. 

There s no room for false economy In this eonneetlon. By reference to sUtlsUcs, we find thatproach- 
era cost the people of the U nl ted States about $12,000,000 annually, criminals about $W 000 000 iawvera 
al^nt iro.ow.ooo, beside Uiese vast amonnts, the few thousands doled out to the Se^?;^’.^c, f«!u 
wldesprMd, varied and necessary work show as a eontempUble pittance. In the falthfU performance 
n.i have lost thelrllveaor received, 

painful disabling wounds. In all such cases, a liberal and certain pension should be allowed 
On the pages of the Qovernment Blue Book, the reader will find original views of the great gov. 
emment edifices the Federal Capitol, the Treasury BuUdlng and that erected for the bureau of 
x-ngravlng and PTinUng, all photographed as they stand In Washington D. C. by official artists and 
engraved especially for this work. In addition, there is presented a fine view of the United States 
Mint at Philadelphia In the Capitol originate the law.^hlch govern the T^ury 
^easury Building Issue the Immense disbursements of the Nation and the ordsrs^f Hon John 
multiform and successful financial operaUons of the 
alnk^ with hm.\ ^ f ki, V,* “0 ‘“PPlie* theTreaeary and 

Banks with notes, while the Mint at Philadelphia coins moet of the gold, sUver and other 

wins ciroulaled in the country. Devoted as these structures are to such dlsUnguished practical uses. 

Ulustratlons ol them form a flitting embelUshment to the pagesof thU volume dedloat^ to the hon^ 
of the law and the cause of popular education in that which pertains to the Important and neceasarv 
wUh thrint7lHlne“?’7 i,®''?' * convenient share. 

respecUnlC^oftheltror 
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AN ORIGINAL SKETCH. 



• HEW B Y C. COLE, 


Henry C. Cole, alias “Big Dutch Har¬ 
ry,” a good portrait of whose sinister 
ph;^iognom7 sUnds at the head of this 
article, is a celebrated counterfeiter and 
ex-oonvict. He was bora at Red Island, 
Vermont, March 19,1821, and is now fifty- 
eight years of age. As a principal and 
capitalist he has long been concerned in 
the most daring, dangerous and successful 
schemes for corrupting the currency of the 
country. 

The subject of our sketch, as may be 
observed, is a man of most striking appear¬ 
ance, whoso portrait in some form may be 
found in every complete rogues’ gaileiy in 
the country. Among detectives, this man 
is described as being “tall, stoop-sboul- 
dered, thin of flesh, cadaverous in counte¬ 
nance, with a dark and despondent ex¬ 
pression almost always hovering over it; 


an old fellow, with sharp, deep-sunken 
. eyes, scraggy grey beard—every line of his 
peculiar face indicating cunning and aiti- 
fice of the most consummate type.” 

The above is a good description of Cole 
to-day, but such was not his appearance 
when he began his criminal career. He 
! can be traced back, as we have said, into 
a former generation, for of those beginning 
with him, fifty-eight years ago, very few 
are still in tlie body. His history makes 
'him a sort of connecting link between the 
men who, early in the present century, 
flooded the United States with fraudulent 
bills and coin and the rogues and rascals 
of like sort in this year of grace 1870. 

At the beginning of the present centu¬ 
ry, the want of a proper extradition treaty 
between the United States and Great 
Britain, made the provinces of Canada a 
harbor for every kind of refugee from this 
country. The head-quarters of American 
counterfeiting were for a long time in tho 
town of Dunham, Seigniory of St. Armand, 
Canada. Near Missisque bay in the above 
locality, w.as a village called Frelingsburg, 
in which there was a road called Koniack 
street, which still retains the name. Near¬ 
ly all the residents upon this street, about 
1820, had oome to be counterfeiters, and 
there the coney business -was carried on 
foil blast and “goods” of all kinds manu¬ 
factured for tho United St.ates market. Of 
the many parties engaged in the rascally 
trade, some became notorious, and all 
have left names which grace tho ci-iminal 
calendar. 

Chief of all the numerous gang, ■was the 
accomplished and sanctimonious sc.amp, 
Stephen Burroughs, who had a partner 
named Nat. BurrilL There were other 
wholesale dealers by the dozen, such men 
as Seneca Page, Reed Pa^ge, Tom Wing, 
Ebo Gleason, the Stephens, Hazard, Ad¬ 
am^ Hurd, and others. Parties from the 
United States bought their “boodles” on 
Koniack street; famous among these last 
were ChoUar, Corlew, Lombard, Mills, 
Congdon, of Ira, Vt., and later James 
Boyc^ Jr., for a period Deputy Sheriff of 
Frelingsburg, finally captured and impris¬ 
oned at New York city, as appears upon 
tho record of tho United States Secret 
Service. 

These parties counterfeited the issue of 
most all the old New En^and banks and 
those of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, as 
well, also many in various other States. 
They besides supplied a hberal amount of 
false ooim Omea La Grange was the pi¬ 
oneer manufacturer of American half dol¬ 
lars in that region, but soon had plenty of 
help. In 1831, a combined effort of the 
British and United States authorities 
checked operations, wliioh were soon bad 
as ever, until the Canada rebelhon of 1836, 
when for twj years the trade was broken 
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up. The survivors of ull these strange and 
moving events became in time the e.vam- 
plars, teachers and partners of Henry C. 

, Cole, who holds over until to-day. 

The subject provokes reminiscence, and 
the mind refers to events loug gone by at 
the mention of “Harry” C. Colo and tho 
names of those first associated with him, ] 
At the same time, he has been a man 
comparatively unknown. Like honest 
merit, he has sought tho shade, though for 
a different reason, and has the reputation 
■ in the service of being one of the most dif¬ 
ficult men to “shatlow” an officer ever un¬ 
dertook to follow up. In consequence of 
his very i-etiring ways, no history of him 
has ever been published which covered the 
sum of his de^s, and in our search for 
data we have been compelled not only to 
consult a score of records, but to apply to 
those whose knowledge of criminal matters 
has been traditional and personal. 

I The first conviction of Colo was in 1854, 

: when he was arrested on a canalboat, in 
the State of New York. The c.apt.ain of 
! this boat was a regular dealer in the queer, 

; and Cole was in his employ, or in partner- 
I ship with him. The captain, being want^ 
to answer a charge of dealing in and pass¬ 
ing counterfeits of the old State Bank 
Notes, ran away, le.aving Cole in charge 
of tho boat. Like Casabi.anca, our hero 
refused to vacate tho deck, and stood 
squarely by the mules and the rest of 
the artillery, mindful of the dying com¬ 
mand of Lawrence, “Don’t give up tho 
ship,” until pulled overboard by the mth- 
' less minions of the law. Even then ho had 
but few remarks to make, either in favor 
of himself or crimination of others. 

Cole was sentenced to state’s prison for 
five years on account of his business on 
' the canal, and served his term at Sing 
Sing, N. Y. Having learned a lesson from 
his superior officer on tho canal, he has 
kept clear of naval operations ever since, 
and always ran away whenever he had a 
, chance, or squealed if put iu a tight place, 
t In 1839, after his release from Sing Sing 
I Prison, Henry C. Cole, with a party called 
I Schunheat, or Schoener, was in Pluladel- 
; phia, dealing in counterfeit money, One 
: of their customers at this time was Mary 
' Brown, alias Mary Henderson, who was the 
pal of Mother Roberts, of Cincinnati, and 
' the partner in various ways of Charles Ul- 
I rich, at the same pl.ace, 

I Some time in 1862, according to his 
! _ statement. Cole became connected with 
'' that King^of Coney men. the unconvietdd 
j Joehua D. Miner, of New York city. 

! Minor was tho capitalist and manufacturer 
of whom Cole purchased at first hands. 

In 1866, Cole was in active business in 
his line, the confederate of Bill Gurney, 
Lame Sam, H.-mk Hall. Jim Boyd, Phil 
Hargrave, old Kate Gross, Bill Stewart, 


^lary Brown, and other noted counterfeit¬ 
ers, dealers and shovers. He was the sell¬ 
er of all the counterfeits of tho Pough- 
I keopsie tens, selling sometimes more than 
$30,000 in a single day. Beside, be dealt 
largely in the counterfeits of the old issue 
Treasury Notes, especially the fifty-dollar 
greenback of 1863 (head of H.aniilton vign¬ 
ette), which he obtained from Bill Gurney, 
for whom they were nnule. 

In August, 1870, an admirably executed 
counterfeit of tho twenty-dollar bill of tho 
National Shoe and Leather Bank of New 
York ci^ appeared in the financial centres 
of the Eastera States, This dangerous 
fraud was traced to tho notorious and suc¬ 
cessful wholesale dealer, Bill Gumey, who 
was arrested In the act of selling. To make 
terms, Gumey promised todeliver the pl.ato 
of the twenty, and in keeping his promise, 
took the Chief to Joshua D. Miner, some 
time in May, 187L The plate had been 
tr^ed to Milner before, but there was no 
evidence to warrant arrest. When con¬ 
fronted by Gumey and the Chiefi iliner 
gave up the plate, and was closely shad¬ 
owed from that hour. Gumey was con¬ 
victed, and committed for ten years to the 
King’s County Penitentiary and to pay $3, 
000; his services saving him some five 
years. 

The arrest of Gumey and his revelations 
made lively times for the Secret Service. 
Not very long after he was taken, one of 
Gurney’s peddlers and sliovers, named 
Dave Klrkoride, having been arrested by 
Operative Drummoud,of the Secret Service 
at the old Hudson River Depot, New York 
city, just as he was leaving for Chicago 
with $1,080 of counterfeit money in his 
pocket, squealed on a co-partner of his, 
named David Keen, The active Drum¬ 
mond soon had Keen iu custody, when 
Keen peached on Harry” C. Cole. Being 
in the hands of the Philistines, Keen co¬ 
operated with the officers for the arrest of 
Cole. He arranged a purchase of coun¬ 
terfeits from Cole, and was provided with 
marked money to complete the trade. TTio 
bargain w.as for $5,000, in counterfeits of 
Poughkeepsie tens and National Shoe and 
Leather twenties, for 18 per cent.oftheir 
face in good money. On the night of Octo¬ 
ber 10, 1871, officers Kennoch and Dmm- 
mond wentwithKeen to the housoofCole. 
Keen went to the door, which, upon a 
signal being given, was opened by Cole. 
Keen at once entered, received tho coun¬ 
terfeits, paid his marked money for them 
andcameout. Instantlytheofficers rushed 
in and Cole was nabbed in the hall, with 
the marked money in his possessirn. 

Being examined. Cole was admitted to 
bail in the sum of $10,000. Having thus . 
' been caught in the act of selling, Cole felt 
I himself in a very tight place, and talked ■ 
lor favor- with unaccustomed frankness, , 
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stating that ho and others obtained the 
scuff of Josh or Jot” D. Miner, the manu¬ 
facturer. When asked if ho know who 
Miner’s engraver was, he professed to be 
uuable to tell, but admitted he had seen a 
luan carry the stuff to Miner’s house; he 
could not say who he was, but if he were 
to see him again he should know him. 
Cole revealed the place of meeting to bo 
tho corner of Sixty-first sti-ect and the 
Boulevai’d, New York city, and a plan was 
concocted for the capture of Miner and the 
engraver. Cole undertook to buy of Miner 
tho counterfeit plate of thp twoioUar bill 
on the Ninth National Bank of New York 
city and that of tho counterfeit ten on the 
Farmers and Manufacturers’ National 
Bank of Poughkeepsie, and good but 
marked money to the amount of $1,600 was 
furnished him for tho purpose. He made 
his negotiation and an agreement to meet 
Miner at Sixty-first street and the Boule¬ 
vard tho night of October 25, 1871. 

That night proved to be extremely dark, 
rainy and disaCTeeable, but “business is 
business,” and there was little doubt 
!Miner would, under such favorable cir¬ 
cumstances, keep his appointment. The 
Chief of the Secret Service and a consider¬ 
able squad started for tho scene of opera¬ 
tions by diflbrcnt routes, but such was the 
storm Operatives Kcnnoch and Drum¬ 
mond were the only two men who, with 
Colo, reached tho spot iu time. Disguised 
as laborers, with picks, etc., returning from 
some job of night work, Kennoch and 
Drummond kept on to where Cole paused 
upon the curbstone at the comer of Sixty- 
tiiat street. A man came into view in tho 
middle of the street from the darkness, and 
being joined by another, they went out to 
the middle of tho space where the street 
and Boulevard crossed. Kennoch camo 
up on the side nearest to Cole, and Drum¬ 
mond on the opposite. Tho Operatives crept 
out as near the two men in the street as 
possible without being noticed, and lay 
down flat iu the mud of the Boulevard. 
Ouc of the men had a large umbrella, and 
when tho other party came to him be closed 
it down over tiie two, so that neither of 
them could be more tbanhalf seen. What 
they did could not be seen at all, and, strain 
their ears as they might, the detectives 
could distinguish no word of their conver¬ 
sation. Presently Hie men separated, one 
of them moving quickly off npthe Boule- 
vai-d and one over to Cole. The critical 
moment had now come. It had been ar¬ 
ranged that tbe arrest should take place at 
a signal from the Chiel^ but Chief and 
squad—aside from Kennoch and Drum¬ 
mond—were away, wandering somewhere 
“in outer darkness.” Of course, no signal 
came, but the officers were not men to shirk 
responsibility. Kennoch promptly laid 
hands upon the man near Cole; a struggle 


ensued, and iu the melee the plates and ■ 
marked money were hurled away into the i 
darkness, the money package broken and j 
the bills scattered in tho mud. The cap- ' 
tured mau was Josh, D. Miner, and as ho 
had many rough fellows in his employ in j 
the neighborhood, he made an uproar in- | 
tended to call some of them to his assist- ' 
ance; but Kennoch soon had his man O. K., 
and, by a little persuasion, quiet as a lamb. 
Cole all the while stood on the curb im¬ 
movable and sUent as a stone imago. | 

No sooner had Kennoch and Miner 
grappled, than Drummond, who had fol- | 
lowed tbe rapidly retreating second party, 
suddenly closed in upon him. Drummond 
wasatthistimeanon-commissioned agent, 
and was compelled to make his captm-o on 
tho broadest kind of general principles. 
Ho really knew nothing of the man, and 
had only his well-founded suspicions to 
justify his action. However, he laid his 
left hand suddenly on the broad breast of 
the stranger and instantly flashed his rc- 
i volver near his head. A few energetic 
; words convinced tho captured man of tho 
folly of resistance. He yielded the more 
I readily as Drummond pretended ho had 

■ overhauled him ou private responsibility, 

• to answer for a pocketbook just snatched 
I iu an adjoining street. When brought 

• back and confronted with Kennoch, Colo 
, and JLinor, the stranger realized the situa- 
. tion and accompanied the drenched and 

awfully muddy party to headquarters. 

. The plates were taken along at the time, 

. but a carriage had to bo sent up with of- 

■ fleers and lanterns to withdraw the $1,- 
I 500 depKjsit made in the mire. Strangely 
. enough, afteFall the stampede about the 
' place, every one of the bills was recov- 
; ered. 

At the ChieFs office the man captured 

■ by Drummond gave the name of Thomas 
: Avey, stated his residence, and declared 

his business to be that of a painter. Upon 
inquiry at the house, no man by the name 
of Avey could be heard of, but the officer 
caught, by overhearing, the name of Bal¬ 
lard, and tbe prisoner being thus address¬ 
ed, acknowledged that was his name; his 
first name, Thomas, being found out, he 
confessed his connection as an engrever 
with Miner, and ultimately revealed the 
particulars of the whole business, locating 
the “milF’ at 256 Riviugton sti-eet, New 
York- 

It cost Josh. D. Miner over $25,000 to 
get clear in this case; the evidence was 

• .not considered complete, and he escaped 
conviction. Somehow, Thomas Ballard, 
with Billy Brown, of Cincinnati, and Jas. 
Quimby, of Philadelphia, both noted coun¬ 
terfeiters, managed to break out (?) of 
Ludlow Street Jail, New York city, on the 
night of November 15th., 1871, before 

' Miner’s trial, and thus get an' ugly wit- 
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ness out of the wnv. There is little doubt 
that Miner’s money opened the prison 
tloors for his skillful employe. Something 
of like uanire l)efell several other pai-ties 
whose testimony would have been impor¬ 
tant against Miner. Cole, having served 
time .as a felon, and being himself under 
.a criminal indictment, was not a compe¬ 
tent witness in law. To enable him to 
testify against Miner, Colo was pardoned 
by Governor John T. HoflFman, of New 
York, in 1S71, and so reinstated in aU his 
civU rights. He testified squarely against 
Ballard and Miner, a piece of business 
those parties never forgot or forgave, as 
will appear farther on in onr history. A 
nolle protequi was soon entered in the ease 
of Henry C. Cole, and thus, at great cost 
to other people, this slippery customer 
once more regained his hberty, and has 
been a freeman of the commonwealth and 
a regular and legal voter until the present 
year. 

Through the 8«ncy of Cole in the ar¬ 
rest of Miner and the confession of Tom 
Ballard, fourteen men, six printing press- 
es, two powerful transfer presses, nine¬ 
teen sets of steel plates, stock for making 
the pink fibred Government paper, and 
counterfeit bills representing $00,000 were 
captured. 

In 1873 Lieutenant Kelly, of the Phihi- 
delphia Police, arrested Cole and sent him 
to New York city to answer to a charge 
of forging and selling certain spurious 
Allentown, Pa., school bonds. The pros¬ 
ecution was brought in the name of ^ott, 
Dougherty & Co., brokers, of New York, 
who, as alleged, had bought the bonds of 
one Muir, who swore he -had purchased 
them of Cole. The date of purchase Muir 
gave as the 7th, 8th or 9th of November, 
1871. at which time, unfortunately for the 
credit of Muir, Cole was in the custody 
of the Secret Service, confined to the of¬ 
fice and watched by men detailed day af¬ 
ter day, in turn, for the express purpose. 

The charge of forgery against Cole ai>- 
pearing to^ but a mere job put up on 
him by the Ballard-Miner. gang, out of 
revenge, he was ultimately acquitted on 
the criminal indictment. He was, how¬ 
ever, made defendant in a suit for civil 
damages for selling the bonds, and Scott, 
Dougherty & Co. obtained judgment 
against him therein for $10,670; bat the 
Judge, inasmuch as Cole had been brought 
into the jurisdiction on a criminal count, 
would not allow that he should be de¬ 
tained in jail for payment of civil dama¬ 
ges in the same connection. 

Cole was imprisoned a year or more in 
New York city through tte above affair, 
and expended $35,000 in petting out of the ' 
trouble it made him up to May. 1876, but i 
he has never paid any part of the $10,670 
damage», and as the judgment remained 


against him, that fact and the apprehen¬ 
sion of annoyance from other quarters has 
made the city of New York an undesira¬ 
ble residence for “Harry” C. Cole for 
some time past. In consequence, he has 
bved with his family in respectable stylo 
at 2127 North Eighth street, Philadel¬ 
phia. 

In 1875 Cole was in Philadelphia, and, 
through his associates, had arranged to 
take and sell $,30,000 in counterfeit fives 
on the Highland National Bank of New- 
buTg, N. Y., but too much had been 
learned by the Secret Service of this in¬ 
tended remittance, and the Quaker City 
was in consequence left without a dollar 
of this peculiar currency. Elmer Wash- 
bom, then Chief of the United States Se¬ 
cret Service, and James J. Brooks, the 
present competent Chief; with Operative 
Henry R. Curtis, of the New York dis¬ 
trict, captured about $80,000 of these 
notes, together with the “mill” (owned 
and run oy Tom Congdon, one of Cole’s 
old confederates,) and some important 
members of the gang, viz: Irvine White, 
engraver, Chas. CongdOn, printer. Bans 
Warner, Eli Fields, G. W. Jenldns, and 
Edw’d Griffin, at 45 Wilson street, Brook¬ 
lyn, N. Y., June 28, 1876. 

On the 10th of May, 1877, a finely exe¬ 
cuted counterfeit fifty appeared in New 
York city, on the Central National Bank 
of that place, and early in the month of 
July following another fifty was put into 
cirt^ation, on the Third Nation^ Bank 
of Bufihlo, in the same State. The last, 
it was plain to experts, was produced, by 
means of skeleton pieces, from the same 
plate which had b^n used to print the 
first. 

On the 22d of May. 1878, Mr. Percy 
Joseph, of Woodville, Miss., who had just 
arrived in New York from Hamburg, Ger¬ 
many, in the German steamer Harder, 
tendered at the ofiioe of the Penna. R 
R. Co., 626 Broadway, New Yoric, for a 
ticket to New Orleans, a fifty dollar bill 
on the National Broadway Bank of New 
York city, which Mr. Wm. Hoffman, the 
expert of that office, pronounced a coun¬ 
terfeit. Mr. Joseph claimed to have re¬ 
ceived the bill from the bankers, Israel & 
Co., of Hamburg, and the emigrants of 
the Herder were found passing the same 
bills and other fifties on the Tradesmen’s 
National Bank, also of New York city. 
Subsequently each steamer from Germa¬ 
ny brought quantities of these bills, which 
continued to be extensively shoved in Eu¬ 
rope some time after, until the capture, 
at Munich. Austria, ot Joe B. Ch^man, ’ 
alias “J. E. Conckling,” and Ed. Baker, 
alias “John Butler,” or Billy Baker, alias 
“Dobson,” as some suppose; aU of which 
was fully and officially reported in “Dye’s 
Govenunent Counterfeit Detector”’ of 
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August, 1878, page 45. It was plain to ; 
the expert that tliese bills were from _ tlie j 
Kime pl.ate with the Central Now York 
fifty and the Third National of Bufifislo. 

An immense excitement ensued after 
the new fifties reached the United States. 

•• Dye’sGovemment Counterfeit Detector” 
llung out its cards of warning by thou- 
8.ands after thousands; the newspapers, 
with less accuracy, sounded the alarm, 
while the business world gasped with as¬ 
tonishment at the audacity which had suc¬ 
cessfully flooded Europe with the crimin¬ 
al currency of another continent. 

In September, 1877, the nPw famous five 
on the First National Bank of Tamaqua, 
Pa., made its appearance, followed soon af¬ 
terwards by the five on the First Na*-ional 
Bank of Hanover, to which the plate had 
been altered. All this was evidently from 
the same hand, and issued, as was sup¬ 
posed, by the same managers. 

It has been many years since our hero 
could plead that he was, as Caesar’s wife 
should have been—‘ ‘above suspicion, ’ ’ and 
in consequence he long had I^n looked 
after by official eyes, on genei-al princi¬ 
ples, as a good man to find when anybody 
was wanted. Of late years the supervi¬ 
sion of his movements has been more care¬ 
ful, and during the latter part of 1877 and 
all through 1878, since Charles Ulrich and 
he were again seen together in Philadel¬ 
phia, his every movement has been shad¬ 
owed with the utmost diligence. 

Cole and Ulrich managed their meetings 
with all the secretive a^ulness of which 
Cole has shown himself a perfect master. 
During the summer of 1877 they would 
walk out of town by separate routes to the 
suburbs, at Echo Park, and there, in a 
narrow, obscure lane, would conceal them¬ 
selves in the long grass and discuss their 
plan of operations. But Drummond, a 
competent and tried officer, was in charge 
of the Philadelphia District, and the suR 
tlety of Cole, with the skill of Ulrich, were 
overmatched. Cole, though more wary 
than a fox, was followed, without his 
knowledge, everywhere. When he lay 
down in the grass with Ulrich, an officer 
of the Secret Service reposed not far away, 

■ to overhear, as best he might, their low- 
toued, ambiguous conversation. When 
the moon chafed, the conspirators chang¬ 
ed their time of meeting to the darkness 
of early morning; but the wakeful detec¬ 
tives not averse to irregular hours, kept 
time with their movements, and. 
watchful and wary, continued observa¬ 
tions. 

In November, 1877, Officer Dnunmond 
observed Cole from time to time visit es- 
tabhshments in Philadelphia where bona 
paper, hlhographers’ ink and materials 
for plate prmting were sold. Other par¬ 
ties, supposed to be associated with Cole, 


were known to buy engravers’ Uxils ami 
presses in Nuw York. The counlorl'eil 
bills already described were issued all lh»' 
while. Cole was as good as known to be 
pushing business in supplying them, jcl 
month after month went by and nothing 
could be fastened upon him, nothing pos¬ 
itively known of his associates, and only 
suspicion reported of his oj^rations. Yet 
the wary Cole duly appreciated the atten¬ 
tion constantly given him. and compli¬ 
mented the local service of Philadelphia 
by changing his base of operations. 

Charles Ulrich, who was pardoned from 
the state’s prison at Columbus, Ohio, in 
1876, was pretty much lost sight of for a 
year or two after leaving that city, yet his 
work had been suspected, and in the month 
of April, 1878, he was discovered in an 
obscure town in New Jersey, by Operative 
H. R. Curtis, of the New York district, 
and tracked to the City Line Hotel, at Oak 
Lane, about six mOes from Philadelphia, 
on the North Pennsylvania Railroad. He 
was then turned over to the mercies of the 
Philadelphia officers of the Service, who 
located him in a few days at No. 2041 
Hope street, Philadelphia, where Colo vis¬ 
ited him on several occasions. 

About the first of October. 1878, Ulrich, 
still followed by his evil genius in the 
shape of one of Drummond’s unobserved, 
all-observing Secret Service agents, left 
Philadelphia via Bound Brook Route to 
New York, getting off at Plainfield, and 
putting up at the City Hotel. After ri¬ 
ding about the country for a while, Ulrich 
(as . “James Winell.” a gentleman of leis¬ 
ure, from Cleveland, 0.,) hired a furnlsh- 
house at Scotch Plains, a locality .in the 
town of Plainfield, N. J., about eight 
miles southwest of Rahway, and well back 
towards the mountains from Fanwood 
railroad station. Being thus wunfortably 
located in the New York District, he was 
reported and transferred to Operative 
H. R. Curtis for supervision once more. 

“James ‘Winell” became an object of 
very special attention by the Secret Ser¬ 
vice and in a short time, it was discovered 
that he was in the habit of receiving 
mysterious visits from “Harry” C. Cole, 
of Philadelphia. Of course, very little 
went on at Scotch Plains which was not 
known at once by the wide-awake New 
York Secret Service officers. In conse- 
I quence, on the 30th of Novem'ber, 1878, 

I Chief JamesJ. Brooks and OperativeH.R. 
Curtis in person made a raid on the house 
of Mr, “Winell,” and, by a well-timed 
movement, captured Charles F. Ulrich 
hard at work upon a new counterfeit plate 
of the $100 new issue legal tender Treas¬ 
ury Note. Tlie plate was found to be a 
masterpiece, in which the supposed and 
boasted inimitable geometric lathe work 
was reproduced to a microscopic uicety! 




























Ulrich m:\iic full cnnicssion to the Chief 
aii'l implicated ‘‘IlaiTv'' Colo as the capi¬ 
talist ajid manager of the business. It had 
been intcnde<I. he said, as .soon as tho 
plate was finished, to strike off $1,000,000 
of them and push them off, half in Europe 
and half in America. 

Ulrich was put in charge of officers D. 
IT. (lilkinson. of the New York District, 
anil M. G. Bower, of the District of Ten¬ 
nessee, who remained constantly on the 
premises for over six weeks, being some¬ 
times reinforced by the superintending 
presence of Operative H.R.Curtis himself. 
Meantime Cole came and went several 
times, unsuspiectingly and freely, but it 
was not until the 17th of January, 1879, 
that things shapetl themselves so as to per¬ 
fectly suit the full purpose of the patiently 
waiting officers. 

On that day Cole, who had purchased 
materials for plate printing at Billing ton 
& Co.’s, Chestnut and Letitia streets, 
Philadelphia, and a quantity of ink of 
Charles Enue Johnson, manufacturer. 
Tenth and Lombard streets, in the same 
city, slyly left Phihadelphia in the direc¬ 
tion of Fanwood. But a telegram flashed 
ahe.vl of him the news of his departure, 
and his arriral was quietly awaited in the 
residence of Mr. “M inell.’’ Meanwhile, 
Cole, in blissful ignoiaucc, off his guard (?) 
for once, sped on his way and was soon in 
the company of his able engraver and 
partner. All unconscious of the hidden 
eyes ,and ears taking in every move and 
sound. Cole eagerly discussed the plans of 
the future with Ulrich, and chuckled 
with satisfaction at the excellence of the 
worknianship of the unfinished plate. 
He brought tho blankets purchased in 
Philadelphia, to bo used by Ulrich in 
printing the notes; he remained an hour, 
and when about to leave, gave Ulrich fifty 
dollars; as had been his custom. While 
Ulrich was counting the money given him 
oflicei-s Gilkinson and Bower suddenly 
stood in front of Cole and ironed him be¬ 
fore he could realize what had happened. 
A clear case against both parties, the most 
dangerous criminal combination of the 
age broken up and the whole plant cap¬ 
tured at one grand movement. 

During November, 1878, Officer M. G. 
Bower, being in New York, made the ac¬ 
quaintance of Jacob Ott, who proved to 
have been the partner of Cole and Uhich, 
and engaged with them at Oak Lane and 
Sharon Hill, near Philadelphia, in pro¬ 
ducing the fifties on the Broadway Na¬ 
tional Bank and the Tradesmen's Nation¬ 
al Bank of New York, which had been 
sent to Germany, and tho fives on the 
First National of Tamaqua and Hanover, 
Pa, Ott undertook to get these plates 
from Cole, for Bower, with the idea of go¬ 


ing into “business” with him, but Colo 
was too suspicious and the negotiation 
fell through. 

On the 21st of January, 1879, Ott was 
i arrested in New York city. Tho capturo 
of all his principal associates being eli'cct- 
; ed, tho curtain was soon lifted from the 
! l.atest scenes in the hfe of Henry C. Cole. 

I Cole, Ulrich and Ott had produced tho 
I counterfeits named in the preceding para- 
; graph, but Ott, being intemperate, had 
I been dropped from tlie combination. 

1 Cole received the fifties for Germany, 
i and sold them, unsigned, “to three men— 

: one from Canada and two from the United 
I States.” These parties were Joo B. Chap- 
i man and Ed. Baker—the “Conckhng” 

I and “Butler” afterwards captured at Mu- 
' nich, Austria—and another, yet unknown. 

I The bills being sold unsigned explains tho 
I remarkably defective signatures they boro 
i and the fact that some of them had the 
i names of officers of the other bank, 
i There are limits to all things human, 

I and Cole, who bragged to Secret Service 
men that “bo could not be shadowed to 
a mill,” and who kept his boast to the 
last, actually did not seem to know the 
significance of tho charter number on a 
bill! It has been a wonder to experts that 
none (or but few) of the counterfeit fifties 
on the Central National Bank of Now 
I York city and the Third National Bank 
: of Buffalo, N. Y., or tho counterfeit fives 
: on the First National Bank of Tamaqua, 
Pa., had the proper charter number. Such 
has been the fact, however, and subscri¬ 
bers to “Dye’s Government Counterfeit 
Detector, ’ ’ knowing the real number, have 
been able to protect themselves accord¬ 
ingly. Either from ignorance, or some 
queer idea of poUcy, it was Cole’s order 
to the printer that the charter numbers of 
these bills should run in an imperfect se¬ 
ries 1 (2>« guttibiu non duptUandumf) 

From Scotch Plains, Cole and Ulrich 
were taken to Newark, N. J. They were 
I indicted in the United States Court at 
' Trenton, N. J., January 22, 1879, exam- 
I ined 'before United States Commissioner 
1 Keaseby and committed on the 23d. On 
1 February 4, Colo plead guilty before Judge 
Nixon, of the United States Court at ' 
I Trenton, and on the 11th, was sentenced 
I by the same Judge, to twelve years’ im- 
i prisonment in state’s prison and to pay a 
j fine of two thonsand dollars. 

I Henry (!. Cole was able and adroit; a 
I kind husband and indulgent father: a 
i temperate man who paid common debts, 
i Had he devoted his talents to honest 
■ business, he could have been successful, 

I useful and happy. He chose to be a crim- 
' inal; lived a hunted life of trouble and 
fear, and has been driven at last, like a 
wild beast, into a hole to die. 
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JACOB OTT. 


'The German Lithographer, Jacob Ott, a 
native of Frankfort-on-the-Main, the con¬ 
federate in the United States, for several 
years past, of Henry C. Cole and Charles 
F. Uhneh, is the man who printed all the 
fifty-dollar counterfeit notes on the Cen¬ 
tral National Bank of New York city; tho 
Third National Bank of Buffalo, State of 
New York; the National Broadway Bank 
of New York city; the Tradesmen’s Na¬ 
tional Bank, of the same place, and the 
counterfeit fives on tho First National 
Banks of Tamaqua and Hanover, in Penn¬ 
sylvania. From the hand of Ott came, 
between March, 1877, and April, 1878— 
during less than thirteen months—over 
five hundred thousand dollars in counter¬ 
feit notes, most of which were thrown in¬ 
to circulation as fast as they were printed. 
The criminal relations of Jacob Ott con¬ 
nected him with the abundant capital of 
(7ole and the skill of the expert engraver, 
Ulrich. He dihgently improved his chan¬ 


ces. and wan cn.ibled to Ixiast. most truth¬ 
fully, that ho had “macle thousands'' of 
counterfeits of large denominations. In 
view of all the facts in the ca>e, it is no 
exaggeration to call this man “the cham¬ 
pion cony striker of the ace.'' 

The assignment of Jacob ritt to this bad 
notoriety could bo justilicl, not only from 
the amount of counterfeits he produced 
and the quality of his work, but from tho 
sensational anil unparalleled circumstaueo 
that the “goods’’ of his manufacturo 
were not only extensively circulau'd in 
this part of the world, but sold by hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of dollars for expor¬ 
tation, and actually passed in great sums 
upon the bankers ana people of Germany, 
Austria and Europe in general. All this 
has become matter of criminal history, of 
which the full particulars may be found 
in the sketch of Henry C. Cole, written 
for and published in the ilarch issue 
(Number 10) of “Dye’s Government 
Counterfeit 'Detector.” 

Jacob Ott is well represented in the like¬ 
ness which heads this sketch—a man not 
past the prime of life, hardly up to middle 
age. He is a small-sized man, of rather 
genteel appearance and slender build, with 
a weary look about his eyes—an express¬ 
ion of countenance the events of his life 
and recent criminal career may may be 
re.asonably supposed to have induced. 

In July, 1876, Jacob Ott, being in Cin¬ 
cinnati, Ohio, and out of employment, saw 
in the newspapers of that city an adver¬ 
tisement for a lithographer, by a concern in 
Columbus, Ohio. As lithography was his 
trade, Ott answered this advertisement, 
and in consequence was called upon in 
Cincinnati, soon after, by Charles F. Ul¬ 
rich, who engaged him to go to Columbus 
and work for him. Ulnch, who at the 
time was well known to the world, hail 
just been pardoned out of Columbus 
state’s prison, and was started in\he lith¬ 
ographing business by Colonel Innes, the 
warden. The business was planned more 
to give Ulrich a chance to pursue an hon¬ 
est life than for any other reason, and all 
concerned soon had occasion to congratu¬ 
late themselves upon the ability of the 
lithograph printer they had secured in the 
person of Ott. 

In October, 1876, as Charles F. 'Ulrich 
says, the business he was doing with the 
warden. Colonel Innes, “failed.” The fact 
seems to be, Ulrich was induced by Cole 
to come to Philadelphia and resume coun¬ 
terfeiting. Ulrich informed Ott of his in¬ 
tention to remove to Philadelphia, and, as 
Ulrich states, of the criminal purpose of 
his journey also. This, however, Ott 
stea^astly denies, asserting he was invited 
to remove with Ulrich, not knowing the 
n.ature of the intended operation, but sup¬ 
posing it honest. 



















However this may have been, in Decem- 
l->€r, 1S70, Charles F. Uirich was housed 
in Phiiauelphia, at Sixth and Cumberland 
stieets, haid at work on a new plate 
for printing counterfeits of various na¬ 
tional banks in the State of New York. 
The general work on tlie genuine plates 
of the fifties of all the national banks be¬ 
ing properly produced by regular trans¬ 
fers from the same original dies, should 
be precisely alike. This general work 
Ulrich imitated with great exactness, but 
instead of engraving the name of any bank 
on his counterfeit plate, he left its surface 
untouched where the name of tlie bank 
and its place api^ars on the genuine, so 
that when his bills should be strnck oS 
through the process used \>y plate printert, 
there should be a blank space left for the 
name of some bank and that of the town 
or city where it is located. These bills, 
printed as above described, it is evident 
might afterward be issued in the name of 
any ba^ the title of which could be 

printed in the blank space upon them_ 

that is to say, upon any number of banks 
in the same State (New York) havingtitles 
of about the same length or number of let¬ 
ters. To print these several titles, “skel¬ 
eton plates,” bearing requisite inscrip¬ 
tions, were all that w.as needed, when the 
title could be changed at will, and, with 
proper care as to •‘registering,” the coun¬ 
terfeit fifties could be issued whenever de¬ 
sired. in exact imitation of the bills of as 
many different banks as the counterfeiters 
found would suit their purpose. 

In Jlarch, 1877, the plates being nearly 
finished, Ott, who is a married man, began 
housekeeping at a pl^ called Oak T,°n g 
about six miles from’ Philadelphia on the 
North Pennsylvania Railroad. There Ul¬ 
rich also became domiciled with the Ott 
family, and completed the engraving and 
fitting of his work. Henry C. Cole, ^ing 
the capitalist and manager of the busi¬ 
ness, secured materials for printing and a 
plate press, which last he feught at the 
estabbshment of Mr. James Quigg, on the 
corner of Seventh and Sansom streets, 
Philadelphia. This machine Ott set up 
in order in the garret of his house at Oak 
Lane, and there the printing began. 
Tliough a first-class lithographer, Ott was 
not a plate printer by trade, and the work 
ho did at first is an evidence of his want 
of experience. But, whatever their de 
fcots, the bills were readily sold by Cole 
in one large lot. and being delivered during ! 
the first days of May. 1877, were issued to 
the small dealers and bo^le-carriers on 
the 7th, 8th and 9th of the same month. 
The first hill shoved was passed in Balti¬ 
more, May 10th, 1877, and went through 
one of the banks there without suspicion. 
On the 11th of that month a similar bill 
was passed in the city of New York, and 


in a few hours the metropolitan press 
was teeming with news of a new. excel- 
c > exceedingly dangerous counter- 
leit fiifty on the Central National Bank 
of that city. 

! Within ten days over 940,000 of these 
buls were thrown into circulation, and 
the issue continued week after week, to 
the loss of the business community and the 
chagrin of many a “smart Aleck.” whose 

system and “points” were found all 
at once worse than useless when tested by 
of'^oT^'^ Ulrich and the workmanship 

On the 12th, of May^ 1877, “Dye’s 
(Jov^ment Counterfeit Detector ” issued 
an official notice and description of these 
frau^ and in consequence they were re- 
f^d m a great number of cases—indeed. 
It is not ^own that among all the thou- 
Mnds of these false fifties which have been 
foisted upon the pubIic,not a single one has 
l^n taken by any person who trusted to 
that pubhcation for protection. 

At the oonclusion of his work on the 
counterfeft fi% on the Central National 
Bai^ of New York city, Ott changed his 
skeleton plate and printed another im¬ 
mense batch of counterfeits on a different 
l^nk, before any of the fret wre Ueued. 
Ihese were kept back untU the first had 
been disposed of and the e^rts become 
weUnsed to it, and then, on Jffiy 20 1877 
“another new counterfeit fifty” was uU 
tered at various points, and in a few days 
the country was in excitement over a sec- 
rad gra^ fraud—this time on the Third 
BuflSalo, New Tork. 

D^s Government Counterfeit' Detec- 
tor pve a forewamingof this alteration 
and new deal” before the pubhe had i 
any other intimation of the matter also 
prompt notice of its utterance and a full 
and timely description of the bni; in con- ' 
sequen^ though many thousands of them ' 
w^ circulated, they were not taken at 
all among its subscribers. 

Henry C. Cole, though one tof the 
■^smartest men on the criminal calendar 
of any country, was curiously deficient in 
i^erespecte. Accustomed forbears to 
nnit^ns of the currency, ho’not only 
failed to appi-eciate the charter number of 
a j^nnme biU as noted in his biography. 

( JJye 8 Government Counterfeit Detec- 
tor, ’ Mareh, 1879, page 42,) but was so 
, wanting m domination that the paper 
counterfeit on the 
TW National Bank of Buffalo, New 
lork was quite too thick, almost like a 
posteteaid; henoe the second fraud was 
tess d^erous. Ott printed over two 
toousand pieces ($100,000) of the fifty 

denotes at Oak W the mean- 

time, Ulr^ (a rapid worker when de¬ 
sired j had engraved a new plate for print¬ 
ing counterfeit fivadollar bills, on banks 
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in the Sute of Pennsylvania, and from it, 
by the use of a “skeleton plate,” Ott, 
haring moved his prese from the garret 
to the next lower floor of his house, 
jirintcd eight thousand pieoes ($40,000) 
counterfeit fives on the First National 
Bank of Tamaqua. Pa. This was the last 
work done at Oak Lane, being finished in 
September, 1877. On the appearance of 

Dye’s Government Counterfeit Detec¬ 
tor” for October, 1877, the counterfeit 
Tamaqua five was declared “ve^ danger¬ 
ous,” and the extensive circulation of that 
bill since, even among so-called “good 
iudges,” not subscribers to'that standard 
and reliable work, has made good the 
terras of the warning. 

During October 1877, the Ott family 
with Ulrich, moved with their whole out¬ 
fit, and apparatus from Oak Lane, on the 
north of Philadelphia, to a locality, well 
chosen for their purpose, in the village of 
Darby, some ten miles from Philadelphia, 
to the southwest, on the Chester turnpike, 
near the terminus of the Darby PassengM 
Horse Railway hue and the Sharon HiU 
Station, on the Philadelphia, Wilmington 
and Baltimore railroad. 

There, in a hired house, surrounded by 
, a pleasant, quiet and very accessible neigh¬ 
borhood, the confederates established their 
household and “miU” under one roof, as 
betore, and Ott, by help of a skeleton 
plate produced by Ulrich, printed two 
thousand pieces ($100, (WO) of counterfeit 
fifties on the National Broadway Bank 
and the Tradesmen’s National Bank,.both 
of the city of New York- 'Diero, too, 
Ulrich having turned out still another 
skeleton plate, Ott printed about twenty 
thousand pieoes ($100,000) of counterfeit 
fives on the First National Bank of Hau- 
, over, Pennsylvania. 

All of the fifties printed at Sharon Hill, 
Darby Village, (except possibly an inci¬ 
dental one or two) were sold by Cole in 
' bulk, uneianed, and carried to (Jermany I 
by “J. E. Uonkling”and “ JohnBaker,” i 
i with another confederate, and there passed 
I off upon the bankers and people—Conk- 
i ling and Baker, as has been recorded, 
lieing arrested finally at Munich, Austria. 
Unless by toeachery, there were none of 
these notes uttered in the United States 
prior to tiieir circulation in Germany, nor 
until a large sum of them were brought 
back all at once to New York hr emi¬ 
grants on the German steamer Herder, 
which arrived May 22, 1878. (See “ Dye’s 
Government Counterfeit Detector” Extra, 
May 25, 1878). Subsequently,'.T.efy many 
were circulated, and a quantity are stiU 
afloat. “Dye's Government Counterfeit 
Detector” had noted the peculiar imper¬ 
fection as to the charter number of the 
counterfeit fifties on tlie Central National 
Bank of New York city and the Third i 
: National Bank of Buffalo, New York, and , 


the counterfeit five on the First Natioml 
Bank of Tan^ua, Pa., and June 1, 187ft. 
that publication appeatwd in a new form, 
giving, with other complete information. ' 
the true charter number of aU Uir banke 
haniny counterfeit bill* of any denomination 
upon them. 

Certain would-be experts and pretended 
Cotmterfeit Detectors affected to regard 
this as quite an absurd performance; but 
since the arrest of Cole, Ulrich and Ott it 

has been found that of tlie bills produced by | 

that celebrated trio—a half million or ; 
more of dollai-s within the hist two years ; 
had the pretended charter num bers printed 
in an irregular, broken, progressive series, 
increasing from small numbere to large, 
by batches, as the bills were struck off. 

A similar defect marks other v.ast issues 
of older counterfeits, notably, the tens on 
the Richmond, Lafayette and Munoie, 
Indiana National Banks, manufactured by 
Miles Ogle, and first circulated in August 
1874. ^ , 

On the genuine bills of any one bank 
the charter number is, of course, the 
same. For instance, the charter number ! 
of the First National Bank of Tamaqua i 
is 1219, and so appears on the genuine I 
bills of that bank ; but. by Cole’s strange i 
gvstem, but few, if any of the counterfeit 
fives on that bank bore the true charter ; 
number, 1219, but instead, figures above j 
or below it. The comparison of these ; 
varying numbers with the true 1219 at 
once detected probably every false bill in j 
some twenty thousand pieces. j 

‘ The same is true of the exceedingly ; 
numerous and very dangerous counter- ! 
feits on the Central National Bank of New ■ 
York city; the Third National Bank of 
Buffalo, New York and the First National 
Bank of Tamaqua, Pa.; all of which were 
printed at Oak Lane, Pa. The “Broad¬ 
way fifty” “Tradesmen’s fifty” and 
“Hanover five” were correctly printed 
at Sharon Hill, Pa. It is evident, not- 
1 withstanding the carping of the ignorant 
and conceited, that “Dye’s Government 
Counterfeit Detector,” by giving the char¬ 
ter number of the first three banks, sup¬ 
plied those who depended upon that pub¬ 
lication with an easy, instantaneous and 
absolutely certainsafegtiard against almost 
or quite the whole of the vast issue of 
counterfeits upon them—a safeguard by 
which the genius of Ulrich, the skill 
of Ott and the talents of others like them 
crald be checkmated, even by the intelli¬ 
gence of a childbarelv able to read. Smee 
this demonstration,.taere has been an end 
to adverse criticism iegarding t he pu bli- 
cation of charter numbers, and a great ^ 
crease in Dye’s list of subscribera , . 

In April, 1878, Cole, Ulrich and Ott 
gave up the business they had been en¬ 
gaged in, the presses and material on 
hand were sold, and Ott being out of a 
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job, went to New York city and opened a 
di-ain shop. He had received some eight 
tliouaand dollars, besides a li’dng for him¬ 
self and family, during the two last years 
he bad worked with Ulrich, and had quite 
a snug little capital to invest iu the liquor 
business. Unfortunately for Ott, the in¬ 
vestment proved to be permanent alto¬ 
gether, for after a short time he was sold 
nut under distress for debt. The loss of 
his money, however, is not the worst thing 
has come to Ott tlirough the liquor busi¬ 
ness, as will bo seen further on in his 
history. 

But the convival habits of Ott, badly 
as they may have betrayed him. have not 
been the cause of all his trouble. From 
Ih-st to last, as long as she was in the 
country, Mrs. Ott strenuously opposed 
her husband’s business as a printer of 
counterfeits. Again and again she threat¬ 
ened an exposure “to the police,’’ and 
was ready at different times to reveal the 
whole affair to the officers of the law. 
On such occasions it was difficult to re¬ 
strain her or to i-aise money to satisfy her 
demands, as Ott was reputedly compelled 
to do. Finally, to get rid of her, at least 
for a time, the whole party united to in¬ 
duce Mrs. Ott to return to Germany, 
whore some property needed looking after 
by her, and where they promised to rejoin 
her as soon as they could close out the 
operation then in hand. Mrs. Ott went to 
Germany,in time accordingly; but destiny 
had another fate iu store for her house¬ 
hold. 

After the failure of his liquor business, 
Ott turned his attention to his legitimate 
trade of lithography, and, being an excel¬ 
lent workman, soon found a place. All 
this time Cole and Ulrich bad made their 
home in Philadelphia and New Jersey. 
Being old offenders, and suspected, they 
were constantly kept watch of by careful 
agents of the Secret Service. Ott, not 
being so well known, was for a time lost 
sight of. During the spring and summer 
of 1878, Cole ana Ulrich, encouraged by 
the grand success of their recent scheme, 
and emboldened by the immunity they 
seemed to enjoy, planned a new and most 
stupendous fraud, which, if successful, 
would forever eclipse all of the kind that 
had been done in the past and raise the 
bold operators at onoe to luxurious inde¬ 
pendence for life. 

The new Issue of Treasury Notes had 
not been at all counterfeited, and it was 
supposed and taught by many that to imi¬ 
tate them was impossible, on account of 
the" geometric scroll work upon them. 
Dlri(3j knew better, and “Djve’s Govern¬ 
ment jCounterfeit Detector’’ had given ! 
notice of the d.ong«r of too implicit a reli- 
.■Kuce upon scroll work, or .any such device. ' 
Ciile and Ulrich agreed l>etwccn themselves ' 


to produce a counterfeit idate of the ono 
huudred^lollar now issue Treasury Note, 
from which a million dollars in counterfeit 
notes were to be struck as fast as possible, 
and the whole sum put in circulation at 
onoe, in both America and Europe. Some 
account of this plan is to be found in our 
preceding sketch of Cole, and more will 
l>e g+veu hereafter, in the history of 
Ulrich. 

In carrying out this scheme, Ulrich had 
occasion to repeatedly visit New York 
city. He was followed by a competent 
Seci-et Service Operative and traced to 
where he called upon Ott, and the two 
were subeeqneutly seen to visit different 
establisliments and finally make a pur¬ 
chase of a full set of engravers’ tools. 
The object of such buying, by such men, 
could not be misunderstood- A sharper 
•watch than ever was kept upon Cole and 
Ulrich, and the veteran Chief, James J. 
Brooks, detailed M. G. Bowers, of the 
Tennessee District, for observation of Ott. 
Being s stranger in New York, Bowers 
coulcToperate more freely, and on the even¬ 
ing of November 13,1878, took occasion to 
meet Ott, in a drinking bouse at No. 9 
Spring street. New York city, where an 
acquaintance, or what Ott supposed to be 
such, was formed between them. 

Bowers gave Ott an assumed name, and 
pretended to have just come from Mem¬ 
phis, Tenn., on account of the yellow 
fever then raging there. This led to con¬ 
versation about the Southwest, a^ Ott 
informed Bowers he had worked in Bt. 
Louis and Cincinnati at his trade, which 
was that of a lithompher. He also stated 
he had “a brother” in Philadelphia, 
who 'was a lithographer and engraver. 
Ott la a person of social and con'vivial 
habits, somewhat garrulous when under 
the influence of his potations. Over the 
social glass the two became, in seeming 
the best of friends. 

On the evening of November the 16, 
1878, whUe they wore in conversation. 
Bowers produced a hundred and a flfty- 
doUar bill, saying he had just been paid 
off and had a few such pieces. Ott re¬ 
marked he could make such notes, and, in 
continuing the talk, which had taken so 
interesting a turn. Bowers remarked: “If 
you can make them, we can make a good 
deal of money together.” Ott replied, “I 
liave made thousands of them.” On the 
19th, of November they had another talk 
about the matter, and finally arranged to 
go to Philadelphia together. The two 
men lunched at the Revere House, and 
after their meal Ott said: “You saw in 
the newspapers about there being so many 
' counterfeit fifty-dollar bills In Germany, 
and so many emigrants being swindled by 
' them ? ” Bowers stated, of course, that 
' he had seen such a statement. “I printed 
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ihitn all,"' said the conlidont Ott; “me 
*ii<i my brother at Philadelphia, and wo 
also made some five dollar pieces, One 
night we burned up about eight thousand 
pieces, as the man we worked for became 
►cared and came in and said the detectives 
were aflcr us; so we burned them up to 
get lid of them. Besides,” he continued, 
"I have the plates we used, or, at least, 
llicy are where I can get them.” Opera¬ 
tive Bowers concluded he was on the right 
) rack, and took great care of his friend 
.lacob Ott. 

Tlio trvo soon took the agreed-upon 
joumeyto Philadelphia, add on the way 
Bowers told Ott that if he would get tlie 
1 hates he li.ad spoken of, they two could 
easily make all the money they wanted, 
.-.nd Ott, wlio, ,a.s may have been noted, 
iiad become lianki-upt, .agreed to Bowers’ 
jiroposal. After reaching Philadelphia, 

I lie new-made pai tners went out one even¬ 
ing toward Darby Station, near tlie (Jhes- 
ter turnpike, and on the way Ott said 
Ilan-y Cole was the man he worked for. 
and that Cole’s wife, Effie was the smart¬ 
est woman he had ever seen in the busi¬ 
ness. The conversation at this time gave 
Bowers reason to suppiose the “brother” 
to whose co-oiieration Ott had referred 
was no other than the distinguished Char¬ 
les F. Ulrich—as indeed was the case. 

Ott finally showed Bowers a house, 
which, he said, “belonged to the Pi-esi- 
dent of the Centennial Commission,” and 
stated that from one comer of the lot, be¬ 
yond eighteen trees, at a certain point be¬ 
side the road, was where the plates had 
been hidden every ni^ht, rather than keep 
them in the house ■i^ere he printed the 
bills, they being in constant fear of a raid 
from the Secret Service. In the same 
place Ott supposed the plates might still 
be left, and that evening he and Bowers 
undertook a search for them. The night 
being quite dark, the search could not be 
made thorough, and it was arranged that 
. it should be resumed another tifce; but 
Ott, distrusting his ability to find the 
plates, called upon Henry C. Cole and 
proposed to purchase them. But the ■wily 
old manager became alarmed, and gave 
Ott such ^vice and reprimand that when 
Bowers met him again he refused to have 
any more to say about the business. 

"While Messrs. Bowers and Ott had been 
conducting their negotiations, Cole and 
Ulrich had been under the watch of sharp- 
eyed officers, and were finally, as has been 
recorded in the sketch of Cole, both cap¬ 
tured in flagrante dUeeto. This ^ing done, 
Jacob Cjttw.-vs himself very quietly ar- 
rcsteJ"By'<!)fflcer David H. Gilklnson, at 
his place’of work, January 20, 1879, and 
taken to his room at No. 9 Spring street. 
New York, where he and his baggage were 
searched, and he and part of It taktu to 


the Secret Service Office," in the Port Office 
building. From there United Slates Com¬ 
missioner Deuel was at once sent for, and, 
by his authority, the accused •was com¬ 
mitted without bail for examination next 
day, and confined in Ludlow Street jail. 

It wa.s understood that application woul.l 
then be made for a writ of removal, anil 
Ott be taken to Philadelphia for trial. The 
prisoner, by legal advice, refused, how- 
:r, to be carried from New 1 ork with- 
t an order of removal by the Court. His 
. .ght to a hearing upon that point was ac¬ 
knowledged, and ho was called to show 
c.ause before United States Commissioner 
Deuel, of the United States Court m New 
York, on Tuesd.ay, January 21. 18.9. As¬ 
sistant United States Attorney Wetherbee 
appeared for the Government, and ex 
Judge Dittenhoefer for tl.e prisoner. 

When the Commissioner called the case, 
Mr."Wetherbee said he should be compelled 
to ask for an adjoui-nment of the exami¬ 
nation for a day or two, in consequence of 
the absence of the principal witness for 
the prosecution. Ex- ludge Dittenhoefer, 
said he was re.ady to proceed at once, and 
he thought the Government -when initi¬ 
ating a proceeding against an individual 
should cei-tainly not plead inability to pi-e- 
pare, •with such vast resources at its oom- 
m.and. He was ready to show that Ott 
was absolutely and entirely innocent, and 
that this remark.able activity of the Secret 
Service officials would in the end amount 
to a useless and causeless demonstration. 
He had often been accommodated by the 
United States Attorney, however, and he 
would consent to an adjournment, on the 
prosecution stipulating that during tne 
interval no attempt should be made by the 
officials to “spirit” the prisoner away to 
Philadelphia, as he had heard was in¬ 
tended to be done. The stipulation bemg 
agreed to the examination was adjourned. 

Ott was again arraigned on the after¬ 
noon of Thursday, Janua^ SO, 1879. A^ 
sistant District Attorney Fiero conduc^ 
the case for the Government, and ex-Jndge 
Dittenhoefer stiU appeared forthe accused. 
As •witnesses, the Government brought for¬ 
ward CapU H. R. Curtis, of the Lroit^ 
States Secret Service; Operatives D. H. 
Gilkinson and M. G. Bowers, of Tennes¬ 
see, and in principal Charles F. Uhich, 
who had been brought from the jail at 
Ne-wark, New Jersey, to testify. 

Jacob Ott appeared, and was seated ^ 
tween the two lawyers, and Ulnch, a 
large man. of fine presence and much in¬ 
telligence,” occupied the most of a settee 
at the opposite side of the room. On the 
table were the “ rubber bed,” a bunole of 
woolen cloths, etc., which had been found 
in Ott’s trunk and which were of the kind 
used in nlate printing. There were also" 
presented in evidence four counterfeit bills 
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—three fifticson the Tradesmen’s National 
Panic of New York city, and a five on the 
First National Bank of Tamaqua, Pa. 
Captain Curtis recognized the counterfeit 
fifties as bills sold a Secret Service Opera¬ 
tive by Henry Peckham, now serving a 
term of eight years for their utterance, 
and the five as the one uttered by ^lichael 
Conners, now serving five years for the 
olfense. He also testified the prisoner had 
told him he had lived for the past two 
years with Charles F. Ulrich, at Oak Lane 
and Sharon Hill, suburbs of Philadelphia. 

Operative U. H. GiUcinson testified to 
the arrest of Ott, and identified the ma¬ 
terial for plate printing as that found by 
him in the prisoner’s trunk, which Ott 
stated he brought from Columbus, Ohio, 
where he had been engaged in fithography. 

Operative M. G. Bowers stated his gen¬ 
eral relations with Ott as they have been 
related. 

Ex-Judge Dittenhoefer cross-examined 
the witness, prefacing his questioning by 
saying that on its face the statement was 
very weak as evidence, as the men ap¬ 
peared to have been drinking strong drink, 
and the witness could not even remember 
the name of the bank which had issued 
the two bills shown by him to Ott, and 
which, as he claimed, Ott had said he had 
counterfeited. He directed his queries 
mainly towards these points, and Bowers 
admitted that he could not remember the 
name of the bank; but he did not claim 
that Ott had said that he had counterfeited 
notes on that particular bank, but referred 
generally to National Bank issues. Ott 
had been drinking some, and if he had 
di ank more he would have very likely have 
told more. Bowers denied that either was 
drunk, but said that Ott was rather taUca. 

Ulrich swore to a statement of his own 
career; his relations with Cole and Ott, 
and the particulars of their counterfeiting 
business, much the same as has beeu given 
in part in the account of Cole, and in this 
sketch thus far, all of which, and much 
more, wih appear in the next sketch—a 
history of Ulrich himself. 

Ulrich having stated that he was par¬ 
doned from Columbus, Ohio, states prison 
In 187G, after serving ei^t years, ex-Judge 
Dittenhoefer, asked: “Didn’t you obtain 
your pardon by promising to abandon 
counterfeiting?” 

“ I might have made some such prom¬ 
ises privately, as a man will nnder such 
ciroumstances,” Ulrich replied, “but I 
don’t remember that I did.” 

“At any rate you didn’t mean to keep 
them; is that it? ” queried the examiner. 

“That lias nothing to do with this case, ” 
was the critical answer of the witness. 

At another point in the testimony. At¬ 
torney Fiero too’ic one of the “ exhibits ’’ 


from the table, saying: “Is this one of 
the bills you were concerned in making?” 
“Yes,” said Ulrich, “that was printed 
from the plates I made.” 

“How can you recognize it ? ” asked the 
lawyer. 

“How can you recognize your own 
handwriting? ” demanded the counterfeit 
enprover with a sneerl 

Ulrich informed the Court, counterfeit¬ 
ers made most small bills, as wholesale 
dealers made most off them, they being 
current and unlike large notes circulating 
long after notice given of their existence. 

Being asked if he had any money, 
Ulrioh stated he had saved some, but did 
did not intend to waste it on lawyers fees! 

■ “Did you make it counterfeiting ? ” was 
the next demand. 

“That I don’t propose to say,” said 
Ulrioh in conclusion. 

Commisioner Deuel decided to hold the 
matter of the extradition of Ott over for 
consideration. 

As the result of the deliberatioas of the 
Commissioner, Jacob Ott was fuUy com¬ 
mitted for trial in the United States’ Court 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 
Under this decision, the prisoner was 
brought to Philadelphia, on Friday, the 
7th of February, 1879, and handed over 
to the custody of United States Marshal 
Kerns. 

Jacob Ott was put on his trial In the 
United States Court for the Eastern Dis¬ 
trict of Pennsylvania, bcfoi-e Judge Wm. 
Butler, March 5th, 1879, charged with the 
manufacture of counterfeit bank notes. 
Here again the chief witness was Ulrich, 
whose evidence was corroborated by Mary 
Ulrich,' his reputed wife. There was no 
defense, and after the Judge had explained ’ 
the rule of the law in respect to the testi¬ 
mony^ of accomplices, the jury returned a 
verdict of “guilty” without leaving their 
seats. 

On March 11, 1879, Jacob Ott was 
brought before Judge 'William Butler, in 
the same court, for sentence and con¬ 
demned to ten years’ imprisonment In the 
Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, and 
to pay a fine of two thousand dollars, with 
costs of prosecution. 

Thus, in still another case, the law tri¬ 
umphed tlu'ough the faithfulness of its 
officers, and still again another fearful 
warning is given against the perversion 
of skill and industry to the service of 
crime. The offense of Jacob Ott has been 
great and his punishment severe, but just; 
yet for him there is hope. May his first 
term in the prison of the State be his last 
punishment, and his skill, honestly used 
in free labor, yet benefit to some extent 
the country he has so greatly injured— 
whoso hospitality he has so outrageously 
and criminally imposed upon. 
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The Mohammedans have a proverb, that 
the destiny of every man is written at his 
birth upon the inside of his skull, and i 
that no mortal can evade the career thus 1 
assimed to him. Oriental and allegorical 
as file idea of these Islamites may be, 
there is a sense of truth in their teaching; 
for the “Destiny which shapes our ends” 
is prefigured in the constitution with 
which nature has by inheritance endowed 
us. For good or evil, distinguished ao- i 
tiosis the product of pre-eminent abilities i 
and the difference between a great hero j 
and a great criminal is but in the j 
mysterious modification of character 
which admits or hinders a capacity for 
moral discrimination. 

Persons Uke the subject of our present 
sketch, phenomenal in themselves, are a 
wonder and curiosiry'to the world, objects 
of di-cad and aversion to law abiding 


.statesmen and lawgivers and almost Uie 
despair of philanthropists and morah-sis. 
But such criminals are in tlie world and 
must be dealt with, and it is more to help 
an understanding and proper treatment 
of them, than cater to the greed for 
sensation, that we compOe the chronicle 
of such erratic, dangerous lives. j 

There is one thing clearly demonstrated, 
and the moral may as well bo prefixed 
here, as appended at the end of this nar¬ 
rative. It is this, that merely practical 
industrial skill, artistic genius, intellectual 
capacity and general education ara quite 
insufficient guarantees of gootl citizenship. 
In fact, when uncontro’Jed by moral sense 
and training in a well-balanced nature, 
these natural faculties and cultured ac¬ 
quirements, are but as weapons in the hands 
of maniacs, dangerous and dreadful, in 
exact proportion to their efficiency and 
completeness. At the same time, imo- 
rance is the symbol of brutality. Tlic 
need of civilization, is a moral culture, as 
thorough as mental discipline has become, 
and practical as the science and industrj' 
of the nineteenth century. 

Charles F, Ulrich is fairly presented in . 
the porti-ait which precedes this writing. 
Of rather distinguished appearance, con¬ 
ciliatory addre.ss, winning manners and 
iiitelli;rent conversation, he would bo 
f,aken by most persons for a well meaning 
gentleman, rather than a man so destitute 
of a sense of right, as not only to lend hi.s 
great mechanical skill and artistic genius ' 
to the work of corrupting and counter¬ 
feiting the currency, but actualy ar^c, ^ 
even with the Secretary of the United 
States Treasury in person, that owing no 
allegiance to tliis Government, he had a 
natural privilege so to do 1 Ulrich was bom ' 
at Prenzlaw, Prussia, some twelve miles , 
from Berlin, June 25th, 1836. He learned I 
the rudiments of his trade ofhis father, and 
was, at one time, sent to Berlin to school. ! 
From his association with his father’s ! 
business, Ulricb imbibed a taste for the ' 
fine art.s. and to give his evident genlua an 
opportunity, he was apprentice a in 1849, 
when about fourteen years old, to the 
trade of an engraver, at which he worked 
and improved in Prenzlaw, Dantzio and 
Berlin. j 

After serving some four years and six 
months at his apprenticeship and becom¬ 
ing very skillful, Ulricb, being then some j 
nineteen years of age, was driven by| 
circumstances, to emigrate to England. 1 
.As to the particular nature of the causes, ] 
which compelled him to leave his natfre ; 
land at so early an age, there are different ; 
statements put forward. Ulrich himself; 
declared under oath in the United States 
I Courts, that he went to Encrland with the ! 
i consent of his father, to escape the con- 
' scription which requires military service , 
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of all the vonng men of Prussia, "when 
about tTrenty years old. If we were con¬ 
tent like the philosophers, to feel we were 
not bound to look any further than for 
“a sufficient cause,” we might simply 
credit tltis affirmation and ignore what¬ 
ever else is offered in this connection. 
Many a German youth has left the 
“Faderland” for the cause Ulrich as¬ 
signs, but there is another story about 
the matter, which, though somewhat dis¬ 
credited by investigation, is after all so 
much in keeping with the genius of 
Ulrich as to make its reproduction a suita¬ 
ble part of this writing. 

Some twenty-five and more years ago, 
according to one account, Ulrich was in 
Berlin doing a “clever” class of criminal 
work, but nothing like the refinements of 
fraud which have multiphed by his hand 
since that time. The particular transac¬ 
tion which put Ulrich on the hst of 
criminals in Berlin, is stated as follows: 
• •The place had been throwm into a fever 
of excitement, by the victimizing of five 
banking houses in one day through forged 
acceptances. Five different and totally 
dissimilar descriptions were furnished the 
pohoe of the person who passed the 
fraudulent paper, by as many bank clerks. 
The pohee for what was considered good 
reason, suspected Ulrich and he aware of 
the fact, fled it is said, to England. 
Another person named George Wendel- 
ken, was also suspected but he is now 
dead and the “credit” of the transaction, 
rests between the two, ‘•with odds in 
favor of Ulrich.” He is also said to have 
been “crooked” in England, and to be the 
only person who ever successfully en¬ 
graved an imitation of the Bank of 
England note. In consequence of his 
attempts in this direction and his efforts 
to pr^uce the Bank of England paper, 
Ulrich, it is alleged, attracted the atten¬ 
tion of the Enghsh authorities and was 
obliged to leave that country in turn and 
so came on to America. Ulrich himself^ on 
the witness stand and in private, re¬ 
pudiates all this addition to the record of 
his life, saying he went from home merely 
to avoid conscription, was in London but 
about six weeks, then went to Liverpool 
and embarked for New York city on the 
good ship Ticonderoga of the “Black Bail 
Line,” arriving in October, 1853. 

One might as well undertake to follow 
the wonderful involutions, evolutions and 
convolutions of the geometric scroU work, 
Ulrich so well imitates, and remember 
every line, curve and relation, as to 
assume to trace completely, in less than a 
Kfe-time, the career of a man like Ulrich 
amid the fantastic and bewildering people 
he made his associates. Quite un willin g 
to do injustice to him, or any other, 
criminal and convict though they may be. 


we can but give reports in cases where 
precision is impossible and leave the in¬ 
telligent reader to draw his own conclu¬ 
sions. Thus we offer the double story of 
the reasons why Ulrich became an emi¬ 
grant, when so young, but suggest here, 
that more fight will be thrown upon this 
point farther on in this biography; until 
then, we may postpone our conclusion 
what to believe, where reports conflict so 
exceedingly. The stay of Ulrich in New 
York city in 1853, was short. He found 
no work at his business of engraving, 
which was due in part to the fact that he 
then spoke no English but a few words 
and Gormans were not so numerous in 
New York as now. .. . 

After wandering about for some ten 
days, he fell in with a party of English¬ 
men who were privately recruiting in 
New York for the British army, then 
prepaid^ for war with Russia. By some 
means Ulrich was induced to ei^t, in 
Chatham street, where he was provided 
for a few days, and then with about six¬ 
teen others, forwarded to Boston Mass. 
There they were placed in a boarding¬ 
house, with about twenty more, and as 
soon as circumstances favored, were 
secretly sent to Halifax, Nova Scotia. The 
Governor of that Province was engaged 
in raising a regiment, to be presented to 
the Queen of England for service against 
the Russians and Ulrich on his arrival 
foimd a large number of men like himself 
congregated from all parts of British 
America and the United States, 

When a sufficient number had been 
recruited and everything got in readiness, 
this body of men was plawd on board the 
ship Royal Geor^, transported to Eng¬ 
land and landed at Plymouth. From 
there they were taken to quarters in the 
Hassler barracks in the suburbs of Ports¬ 
mouth. The men thus added to the 
forces of England, were representatives 
of various nationalities and were organized 
and mustered under the name of “The 
British Foreiggi Legion.” From this 
Legion Ulrich and some others were 
selected, on account of their superior 
bodily and mental qualifications, as 
Cavalrymen, and being taken to camp 
Alderdirott near London, were drafted 
into the renowned organization known as 
“The Light Brigade.” After being as 
thoroughly drill^ as the time would 
allow, Ulrich with the rest, was again 
shipped on the Royal George and con¬ 
veyed to the Crimea. 

The Light Brigade numbered more than ' 
a thousand horsemen and constituted the 
cavalry of an English Sorce of twenty- 
seven thousand men of all arms, which 
under Lord Raglan (Fitz Roy Somer¬ 
set) made up the British contingent of 
the French and English allied forces. 


5HRACLES IN CRnfE. 




The allKd army landed during the five 
^i»j» frv>m tlie fourteenth of September 
V* 1 u> the eighteenth of the same month, 
u a point above Sebastapol, on the coast 
..if the Black Sea, six miles north the 
TiiouUi of the Bulganak River, off Old 
Port in Kalamita Bay. The English 
a mile to the north of the place 
/'hr«t intended, at a beach between Lake 
Kanushlu and the Sea. 

The allied armies suffered much from 
sickness from the moment of landing, 
[losing men by the cholera,hour by hour, 
but as soon as they could bo got into form- 
itiou. they marched off as what is techni¬ 
cal It called “a moveable column,” to¬ 
wards Seba.stapol. The French marched 
in rt the sea and the English formed the 
wing toward the interior. So the Cavalry 
of the Light Brigade, being “the eyes of 
the army,” were required to skirmish 
continually to the front and flank , for 
upon their vigilanoe by day and night, 
depended the safety of the entire allied 
force. Tbe first general engagement was 
that of Alma and the next on the 25th of 
'ictober 1854, that of Balaclava, where 
The Light Brigade immortalized them- 
.K-lves and where Charles F. Ulrich met 
adventures he will not be very likely to 

During the battle, the Russians fought 
tenaciously, and captured some guns be¬ 
longing to the English. The Russians 
holding the ground to the front, occupied 
two billa or ridges, which lay almost at 
right angles with the British fine, with a 
valley between them some half a mile or 
more wide, across which some mile and a 
lialf from the British front, a heavy 
Russian battery stood in position. The 
captured English guns were on the spur 
of the ridge to the right and Lord 
Raglan conceived that a cavalry dash 
for the purpose, would recover them. 
The cavalry was under command of Lord 
Lucan and to him Lord Raglan sent his 
orders. 

For some reason Lucan did not make 
the charge and the order was repeated ; 
still there was no movement of the horse¬ 
men and after waiting half an hour and 
over. Lord Raglan who could ^ the 
Russians harnessing teams to his guns 
to draw them out of reach, dictated a re¬ 
newal of his order to “charge for the guns, ” 
which was •written by his Quartermaster 
General, who forwarded it by his aid de 
camp CapL Nolan. This last officer -was 
a brave and gallant Cavalrymxin, full of 
faith in his O'wn weapons and confident 
English sabres were competent to carve 
out for Great Britain, a military suprem¬ 
acy of Euroiie. as decided as that naval 
predoniinanoe she held upon the sea. He , 
also considered the phlegmatic Lord Lucan 


in oomm.and, the one great Inndrance to ■ 
so glorious a consummation. 

It is •“ irregular ” to charge a Wttery in 
front, by mounted men, but Nolan b»- ; 
lieved the cavalry the supreme force and 
nothing could have given him more pleas, 
ure than to recapture the cannon at the 
edge of the sword. Overjoyed at the 
prospect of brilliant and special service 
for his comrades of the sabre, Capt. 
Nolan made his blooded and trained horse , 
swoop like a bird down the almost im¬ 
passable hillside and riding as only an 
English fox hunter could, he dashed up 
to where Lord Lucan was in a hollow and . 
instantly delivered his dispatch. | 

It -was the third order the Cavalry Com¬ 
mander had received within the hour and 
this last one was marked “Immediate:” 
beside there was something in the signa¬ 
ture and the maimer of the bearer which 
ruffled Lord Lucan. The one was the 
name of an officer of whom many were 
jealous and he conceived a repugnance to 
Nolan, from his impetuosity. In his vex¬ 
ation he failed to comprehend the order 
and sharply asked Nolan “what enemy and 
what guns ’ ’ were intended. The Ridge j 
on which the captured English caimon | 
were, was not to be seen from Lucan’s i 
position and Nolan himself affronted, i 
simply waved his hand toward the Russian . 
position and said: “There are your enemy | 
and your guns My Lord!” Lucan scorning | 
to ask, as he should have done, for more 
definite explanation, rode over to where 
Lord Cardig^ was at the head of the Light 
Brigade, which he commanded and gave 
him the order to advance—not as Raglan 
intended, on to the ridge at the •wing, but 
straight ahead, between the hills, down 
the valley, betwixt the outlying flanks of 
the Russians, up to the front of the great 
battery and plump into the very centre of 
the Muscovite hosts. 

Lord Cardigan pointed out the terrible 
•nature of such a movement, but Lucan 
assured him such were the imperative 
orders of Lord Raglan and there was 
nothing to do but obey them. “ Certainly 
Sir,” said the undaunted Cardigan, and 
the arrangement for the charge began at 
once. 

“Thelr’i not to make reply, 

Thelr's not to reason why. 

Their’s but to Uo and die." 

The Brigade moved off at a trot. Lord 
Cardigan a splendid officer, plumed and 
shining with gold riding a magmficent 
horse alone, well in advance made the 
first rank; then came the staff and the 
Brigade, adl at a steady precise and decor¬ 
ous trot, as if once more back at Alder- 
shott on review. Lord Lucan rode else¬ 
where in command, not evading his share 
i of the ordeal of bloody work. As soon as 
: the cavalrymen began to move out, the 
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;si.iiis on the RidL'e tvii:h the onpnire'l narrow way, at mo.st effective distance: 
dish gnns supposing' the charsjo was ■ the great liattery in front wntppeil it.seil 
niieil for them, relinquished their I in smoke and hurled its countless missiles 
eless bootv and began to fall back, in the face of the advancing horsemen, 
the Liiht Bn trade kept on in the road ' It is Tennyson. Poet Laureate of Eng- 
iward the valley and past the dank of land, has sung the episode .and nothiiig 
' can so briedy and well describe the cventl 


the rid ere. 

For a time the Russians looked eagerly 
for the development of some incompre¬ 
hensible piece of strategy, some novel 
nise: but as the troop sti'll trotted for- 
wai-d ail emotions were lost in surprise 
ailmiration and utter wonder. There were 
but six hundred and seventy-three men 
altogether, riding to the charge; deliber¬ 
ately moving into a short and narrow 
valley, commanded by cannon on either 
side and swept by the great battery which 
lay across it, behind which were the heavy 
•squares of m?ny regiments^ At this mo¬ 
ment, Captain Xolan dashed in diagonally 
across the line of Cardigan's advance, 
bearing off in the direction the brigade 
should have taken and waving his sword, 
shouting desperately. Cardigan who had 
iLxed his eyes on the center gun of the 
ureat battery and was riding like an engine 
straight toward his mark, with all his 
troop following his plume a.s their guidon, 
(lid not understand Nolan's words, but 
was eni-agcd .at his seetningly absurd ex¬ 
hibition of ill-timcd gallantry. Cardigan 
kept bteiuly on his way and as he never 
looked lichind him once from hrst to last, 
he .saw the Captain no more. 

By tliis time the Russi.ans had recovered 
their seu.scs and some fierce gunner threw 
the first shell tow.ard the English troop. 
Tlie projectile burst in front of Nolan 
and a fragment of the iron entered his 
heart, infiicting a ghastly wound which 
shaicic him dead. His horse turned 
about, but the hand of Nolan still uneon- 
ciously clenched the rein and his right 
arm kept his nplifted sword poised in air 
and dead as it was. the body of Nolan sat 
bolt upright in the saddle and was carried 
swiftly toward the brigade. It was a 
fearful sight, made more dreadful by the 
fact, that as it neared the lines there 
came from what hiid been Nolan, an 
awful ringing unearthly shriek, m of 
utmost agony and despair; “an unearthly 
cry” says one whoheai-dit, Nolan’s horse 
galloped swiftly to the rear and there the 
corpse suddenlV relaxed and fell to the 
groumL The Captain’s last brave,ride 


Cannon to 


m. 


_ended. His gallant life _ __ 

flcetl, but the brig^e was not saved. 
Cardigan and his men moved , 


Into the jaws of death. 

Into the month of hell 
node the six hundred. 

IV. 

Flash’d all their sabres bare, 
Flash'd os they turned In nlr 
Subrinir the gunners there, 
Chanphar an army, while 
All the world wondered: 
Plung’d In the battle smoke 
Eight ihro’ the line they broke 
Coasack anil Bussian 
Keel’d from the sabre-stroke 
Shatter’d and sunder’d. 

Then they rode back, but not 
Not the six hundred. 


Cannon to rivht of them. 
Cannon to leit of them. 
Cannon behind them 
Yi’lley'd and thunder’d; 

While horse and hero fell, ’ 
They that had fought so well 
Came thro’ the jaws of death 
Back Irom the mouth of hell. 


Lord Cardigan rode fairly through the 
Russian battery, up to the very faces of 
the enemy’s reserves. He came upon a 
very rough looking set of customers. Ho 
was alone. A Russian officer knew Car- 
dlpin and ordered his men to take biiri 
ahve. He escaped and rods back through 
the battery and so on to his place in the 
line from whence he had started. The . 
brigade was broken to pieces and fight¬ 
ing desperately hand to han^ after awhile 
some of them made their way back from 
the scene of carnage. There were six 
hundred and ninety-three men jode for¬ 
ward after Cardimn: at roll call after the 
affray, one hundred and ninety-five of 
them still sat in their saddles; there was a 
loss in about half an hour of two hundred 
and forty-seven meu of whom one' hundred 
and thirteen were killed and one hundred 
an<t,'thirty-four wounded. There were 
sacra- fbdr’-hundred and seventy-five horses 
• IdHed and forty-two woimded. It indi¬ 
cates the nature of the fighting that but 
two officers of the first fine escaped un¬ 
hurt and that the,Russians took but 
'fifteen unwounded prisoners. “It was,” 
ski'd Lord Cardi^n to h& men, “a mad 


steadily, but not too fast, they were' en¬ 
tering the valley of the shadow of .dea^ 
yet there was neither haste nor hesitation.' 

^e Russians were aroused now—toe'_ 

amaxed giant struck at the brflliitntl brain piece of business, but not my fault, 
audacious gnat. The Muscovite guns f “Never mind Jly Lord” cried the men,’ 
suddenly roared on both sides of the f “we are ready to go at them again." 


MIRAi.'I.Eii IN ciUME. 


I 

i 


\ r-> ■■.xino "I Oiarli’S r. Llndi 
iiigiii, ihi-re w:u» no ilii- 
'.Vhi'ii itio rime came to olmr’gi: 

I I was earned aw,ay by excito- 

I eiwtiu -*s sere .all around mo, 1 did not 
think r<( fbe danger, but kept on until we 
w^^araun'irithe Ru.s.sian 'guns and men, 
ij|li<it^o^Wluiiig was savage and in the 
rf lu I w;is struck over the head 
with.A musket by a Russian soldier; my 
>ku(l 'v;vi cni.^hed .and I was bayonetted 
lathe^ide. I fell insensible and was left 
fr<r deml by friend and foe. Thirty-six 
hour* alter, the English came on the 
■inmnd and finding I was still alive, 
tJ^itigh sensele-s-s, they puUed me out from 
.-^:nong the dead men and horses and 
(i<arned me to the rear, where I was placed 
111 the hospital. There I was most tenderly 
ihired for and after a time having suffl- 
^jiently recovered, I was transported to 
kngUand discharged and paid off. The 
dhoice was ottered us of lands at the Cape 
(^f Hood Hope, and seven years in the 
nwlitia there, or extra pay to the amount 
rif over eighteen poimds in money. The 
!;ist I took and with it returned to the 
United States.” 

niis was in 1856. For a young man 
hanlly of age who expatrhited himself to 
keep out of the army Uh-ich on his Euro- 
IKCin tour obtained a pretty thorough 
<i.xi)erionce of war; whether it was ‘'WTitten 
cm tho inside of his skull” that he should 
lie a soldier, is unknown, but it seemed a 
kind of fate that he should handle 
I weapons, anyhow the outside of his skull 
i bears evidence that he has been where 
^ wounds were given and an ugly scar on his 
■ Iiody is further testimony in the same 
lUreotion. 

More fortunate than when he first came 
: to New York, Ulrich soon after his return 
there in 1856, found employment at his 
ti-ade with Messrs. Doty and McFarland 
' at their establishment on William street 
in that city. For a long time after his 
I second arrival in America, Ulrich was one 
j of the greatest mysteries that ever befogged 
I 'the mind of the American detective. It 
t was all at once evident that a master hand 
j in crime had begun his operations in the 
country, but who and where he was, 

! became an aggravating question. Ten 
1 dollar notes raised to hundreds, were dis- 
I covered in circulation, the product of 
j most consumate art and these after long 
i investigation, were supposed to be the work 
' of a certain unknown “Dutch Charlie,’’ 

1 which was all could bo learned of him for 
many months. After a time however he 
became entangled in the meshes of the 
law as all criminals of his class are about 
I sure to do and was arrested and im¬ 
prisoned. 

I Ulrich did not remain long with Doty 
I and SlcFarland, but opened a place of his 


■I'VTi Tt the comer of Mauie^ Lane ami 

on Centre street oppo-sito Odd Fellows’ 
Had. The first conviction of Ulrich wm 
for ensrraving a small vignette on copper 
and his own verson of the affair is a.s 
foilow.s: ‘T was employed to engrave a 
vignette on a copper card plate, not being 
aware what it was to be used for; while I 
was at work upon the piece, a man nameil 
Bob Boyer, then a detective on the New 
York city force, came and arrested me, 
claiming I was making tho plate for pur¬ 
poses of counterfeiting. 'The vignette was 
too small to be used in th.e way Boyer sug- ' 
nested, but I was taken before Oakey | 
Hall, then District -Uttomey, Boyer ’ 
stating that I was an old offender and was 
wanted in England and Germany, from 
which country I had run away. i 

After a preliminary examination, I was | 
pHced in jail and finally tried before Judge ! 
Russell, when Boyer actually swore to the j 
false statement he had made before Oakey | 
Hall, Judge Russell charged the jury 
accordingly and I was convicted and sen¬ 
tenced by Judge Russell to imprisonment , 
at Sing Sing for five years. 'This was in 
1858. After I was committed to prison I , 
informed tho "Warden Mr. William Beard¬ 
sley, th.at I had never perpetrated any 
crime whatsoever, either in Great Britain : 
or Germany and that Boyer had perjured 
him.seif in his testimony concerning me | 
lie fore the court, and that his falsehoods 
had principally influenced the ju^ to con- ] 
viot me. ilr. Beardsley became interested ! 
in my case and instituted inquiries about 
me, writing to Sir Richard ^ain who was I 
in control at Scotland yards London Eng- j 
land. He learned through Sir Richard ' 
that no person of my name or description | 
had ever been in durance there, or was I 
wanted on any charge. The Chaplain of i 
the prison at the time also interested him- ; 
seif on my account and by aid of the ' 
book-keeper who was a German scholar, 
sent letters to Berlin and other towns in ■ 
Prussia, where I had lived, where Boyer ' 
swore I had been engaged in counterfeit- ' 
ing. The same kind of reply was returned 
from Berlin as had been received from I 
Scotland Yards. After considering tho 
matter, Mr. Beardsley laid my case before 
Governor Morgan of New York State, | 
who after proper investigation issued a 
pardon for me.” 

This pardon was issued in 1861, and 
upon receiving his Uberty, UMch returned 
to New York city and within a year be¬ 
gan counterfeiting in practical earnest, as 
a regular profession. At Sing Sing, 
Ulrich unfortunately became acquainted 
with a convict by the name of Chase. The 
term of Chase expired soon after Ulrich 
was pardoned and Cha.se came to New 
York and finding Ulrich, introduced him 
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: to C(mn:en'eiter n.T,med Jimmy Colbert 
i who w;ia uuimaieiy connected with a 

lari^e of coimterfeiters, among whom 
i H.arry Cole, Ida partner, was prominent, 
j For Colbert and Cole, Ulrich did several 
: jobs of engraving and finally made them a 
! Title Line of one of the Old Smte Banks. 

Ulrich at this time had a shop, also on 
i the comer of Maiden Lane and Nassau 
, street, but opposite the one ho occupied 
before he was sent to prison. T^at he 
did all his work in that place is not at all 
! certain. In fact, he had a number of 
haunts .about the city, and was sometimes 
in one, sometimes in another. In his new 
shop, and indeed everywhere else that they 
, could, the New York City detectives kept 
I a sharp and const.ant watch upon Ulrich, 

1 and he charges that he was constantly 
blackmailed by men who were detectives 
or .assumed to be. To escape from all 
this, Ulrich decided to move west. Some¬ 
time in 1864 he agreed with Jimmy 
Brunell to make a plate for counterfeiting 
the hundred dollar notes of the Nation^ 
Banks and they went to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in 186.5, and Mary Brown, alias Mary 
Henderson, went there with Uhich as his 
necessary housekeeper. Tom King had 
j proposed to into partnership with Ul- 
! rich, meaning to have BmneU as capi- 
: tolist, but Bninell, hearing of Ulrich 
i through Mary Brown, went to Uhich and 
I superseded Eang in the business. Ulrich 
! and Brunell located at College Hill, six 
I miles from Cincinnati, and began work. 
BruneU had a plate for printing counter¬ 
feits of the fifty cent factional currency 
note bearing the likeness of ex-Secretary 
Spinner as a vignette, which he had used 
to a considerable extent. 

The work on this plate was not equal to 
that generally done by Ulrich. The counte¬ 
nance of Spinner appears very fierce, wild 
and unnaturaL Tom King, John Hart 
and Charles White, all three “crooks” and 
“coney-mea”came down from Pittsburgh,, 
and Hart and White, p|retending to^e 
detectives, arrested Ulrich and BruneU 
at the house on College HilL “Little 
Jimmy” as BruneU was caUed, ^ve np 
the plate, and BruneU and Ulrich paid 
these “detectives” over sixteen hundred 
doUars, after which both parties were set 
at Uberty. These “detectives” must have 
been models in their very peculiar way. 
They aUowed King to take the plates to 
Pittsburgh, where he of course began 
iwinting from tliem, but was caught and 
sentenced for eight years. 

Soon after this ‘ ‘ perfect seU, ” Ulrich be¬ 
gan work on a plate for printing counter¬ 
feits of the hundred dollar bills of the Cen¬ 
tral National Bank of New York City. 

1 Skeleton plates were made at the same 
time, which being used with the other, en¬ 
abled them to produce simil.ar biUs upon 


the Ohio National Bank of Cincinnati. 
iJhio, and the First National Bank of 
Boston, Mass. These bills were printed in 
thefoUowing order; first. Central Nation¬ 
al, second, Ohio National, third. First Na¬ 
tional of Boston. Two thousand impress¬ 
ions, repre.seuting two hundred thousand 
doUars, were printed from these plates. 
“Little Jimmy” BruneU disposed of the lot 
in two days and could have sold many 
more. Tlirough Kate Gross, while under ; 
arrest in Philadelphia, the residence and 
business of Ulrich became known to Col. 
Wood, Chief of the Secret Service, who also 
ascertained that a package of money was 
about to be forwarded from Philadelphia 
direct to "Ulrich. The Chief went at once 
to Cincinnati and with some of his aids lo¬ 
cated themselves in disguise as clerks, be¬ 
hind the counter in the express office. 
WHien LTrich caUed for his package, two of 
these operatives sprang over the counter ; 
and arrested him. This was during May, 
1867. Col. Wood, by an understanding 
with Ulrich, obtained the plates above 
described, and aU the presses and appli- , 
ances used in printing from them. Ulrich 
also voluntarily surrendered to Col. Wood, 
in addition, the back and nearly finished 
front of a plate for printing counterfeits of 
$500 National Bank Notes. This last plate 
was pronounced by the experts of the 
Treasury Department to bo in aU respects 
equal to the genuine. i 

It is reported that CoL Wood faUed to j 
obtain for. Ulrich the consideration ex-„ 
^ted- anyhow Ulrich was tried in the j 
TJnited States Court at Cincinnati and con¬ 
victed of making the^one and five hundred 
doUar. plates above described. The Secre¬ 
tary of the Treasury, Mr. McCuUough, was 
at this time much perplexed on account 
of .the appearance of a new coonterfeit, 
$1000 seven-thirty United States Bond. 
During June,-18^, between the time of 
Ulrich’s conviction and sentence, he was 
taken from the prison in Cincinnati to 
Washington, D. C., to be examined by 
the United States Attomey-Qeneial and 
the Secretary of the Treasury, aa to his 
knowledge of the engraving printing and 
issuing of this Bond. Nothing definite j 
was learned up>on these points and Ulrich | 
was taken back to Cincinnati and sen- j 
tenced for twelve years to the , State \ 
Prison and so committed to the Ohio i 
penitentiary at Columbus, 0. Ulrich re¬ 
mained in prison at this place eight years, | 
being pardoned in June, 1878. . i 

The long term of imprisonment Ulrich 
served in Columbus gave the authorities 
opportunity for better acquaintance with 
this remarkable man than they ever be¬ 
fore had. At Columbns, as at Sing-Sing, 
the convict managed to make friends of 
those having the charge of him. and many 
stories are told of his prison life and i 
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ilbutrito.^t/kc" till! ch.vrw- t.unMi fn>m R.iuj Grrms, irhiU-und.T'-Arn-t. 
I.till m.wtiaiiir ntul the '-'ti- in.l sh Gio .siauil. :ui much Uimuuli ji-:t.*‘ 
iitli Lmi was held by those ousy as a ilcsiro to make terms lor h^'r5Cl.^ 

I It ap^x'areil fn<m this wnman's itstement. 
mi hand of Ulrich can never ! that Ulneh lia<i tjeen intimate with her ami 

.m-viT rviitr.dne<l I'nira crimi- ileserted her. but she cared less about hi.< 

,fsl work, ho tuti done thmgs which dem- i leaving her than his living with another 
an ability aud genius of the most woman. “At tliis,” she said, "my heart 
' ' ’ Up to the time of his 


Uim* 
Or^io & 

'b* Whciiev 


.-sr<rration in Ludlow street jail in 1358, 
'lo luvl never handled a billiard cue or any 
my tiiken an interest In the gameofbil- 
jards. .V billiard table, as the story goes, 
in thti-aj days in the ebnter hall of the 
"a'iL .iiiii such jirisoncrs aa could afford to 
-pay tor the privilege were permitted the use 
<r'4’ It Ulrich watched the rame intently 
Prv<n a corridor abovo the nail every day 
'for a week. Then hfi asked permission to 
Tome tlowii and try his band. After playing 
hialf a (Ifiren games the best players in 
itio J.ail could not compete with him. “ I 
'.^aw,'’ s.'vid Ulrich, “that the billiard table 
was an affair of angles; that the moment 
yon were master of this branch of the 
irame you could play it against anybody, 
provided the mechanism of the eye, the 
nerve power of the brain, and the educa- 
t ion of the hand were up to the mark. I 
sit for one whole week and studied the 
angles, the combination of angles, the 
ricochet and the rebound, the elastic force 
of tlie rubber cushions aud their pro rata 
iwtion to the impact of the ball, as derived 
from the propulsion of the cuo in hand. 
You are pretty weU aware my eye is quite 
geometrically correct. I had ample cool¬ 
ness and nerve; half a dozen games edu¬ 
cated my hands, and hence my success as 
a billiardist.” 

But there were other games played by 
Ulrich, which he followed with the same 
coolness as his exercises at the billiard 
table, but which he could not calculate 
with the same precision; amusements of 
his, more criminal than anything done by 
his hands with the burin in strol, deeds 
which made their cruel marks on human 
hearts instead, and induced in social life 
consequences more destructive of good 
and happiness to those who trusted him 
than all his frauds upou the currency. 

When Little Jimmy Brunell, Charles F. 
Ulrich, Tom King, Kate Gross, Mary 
Brown, alias Henderson, and others, 
established themselves in Cincinnati, in 
1865, it is reported there was a relation¬ 
ship more intimate than business required 
between Ubich and the women of the 
party, but this Ulrich scornfully denies. 
About a year after his first arriv^ in Cin¬ 
cinnati, Ulrich married a lady who lived 
near the Brighton House. She was a 
Roman Catholic and “Charley” Is said 
to have joined the Roman Catholio Church 
to win his bride. 

The information which led to the arrest 
of Ulrich by Col. 'Wood, in 1867 


revolted, I__- 

but that. I meditated over it for a Ion; 

i. and the more my mind dwelt upon it. 
the more anxiety it gave me. I knew I 

ist break it up between them, or I should 
^ _ crazy. Charley had given me away in 
exchange for that woman and that waH 
mv excuse for giving Charley away to the 
officers.” 

She “ gave him away” very boldly 
indeed- Ulrich generally secretive and 
always successful when reticent, had told 
this woman more than he ever before 
intrusted to any mortaL And then, what¬ 
ever their relations, he forsook her. “Hell 
has no fury Uke a woman scometl,” and 
this one did not falsil'y the proverb. She. 
having made up her mind, revealed all to 
the officers who had been on the hunt for 
Ulrich most of the year and under their 
directions effectually assisted iu his cap¬ 
ture and conviction. She was enabled 
to accomplish this as Uh-ich thought he 
could trust her. The game was more 
complicated than Ludlow street billiards, 
and in spite of bis geometrical eye, 

Charley’^ miscalculated the angle and 
was beaten out and out. But it took a 
woman and the Secret Service to do it; he 
must be preterhuman who can win against 
such a combination. 

In Sing-Sing, we have noted that Ulrich ' 
won the favor of the officials of that in- : 
stitntion and so presented the particulars ■ 
of bis conviction that his pardon was 
secured by their intervention. There la a j 
tradition current among those who claim 
to be well informed, that a certain | 
wonderful bracelet of gold, miraculously : 
engraved by Ulrich’s deft fingers, was 
made a proof and presentation of his skill I 
at Sing-Sing, and subsequently secured 
for tiiwi a fair advocate, whose plea for 
mercy could ever be honestly made to the 
heart and head of the Executive of the 
State. The saying has been that, “ Ulrich 
engraved his way into prison and carved 
his way out.” But this is not at ail 
officiaL 

In the Columbus penitentiary, the con¬ 
duct of Ulrich made him many sincere 
friends ; gentlemen, who seeing his talent 
and genius, regreted their perversion and 
sought by practical efforts to recl.-iim them 
to honorable purposes. “Cbarley” gave 
every sign «nd promise of reformation at 
. the time and even yet; those who were 
his friends then, are satisfied he himself 
i intended an honest life thereafter. 
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^^Hie .'nierir .ind encoumtrinc ''ondiiot ot' 
; Ulr'icil 'ecuivd iniu niuny induiirences ac 
' Columbus pnson. and he was enabled to 
piy his graver nn several pieces of work. 
i proofs i^f wluch hantfinsf before u.s as we 
I write, "m-ake the judicious j^eve” that 
. lie should ever have been employed upon 
1 anvthhuteiiually beautiful and perfect, vet 
I utterly fraudulent and dangerously crirni- i 
' nal. One of these m.aster-pieces is a steel | 
engraving of ex-Govemor Allen, of Ohio. , 
i The work is a comparative failure in the i 
I matter of light and shade, because the j 
engraving was done in the prison, on a bit 
( of an old saw blade, without proper tools I 
I or ra.adunery, or even .acids for etching, ! 

, but the likeness is a good one and th&i 
, general work exceedingly well done. 

I| .Vnother piece is a .steel engraving of the i 
[ Ohio penitentiary .at Columbus, 0., and ' 
[; still .another, a letter head, on steel, i 
with a view of the penitentiary inwrought, | 
j as part of the design. 

But the most rem.ark.able of this prison 
; work of Ulrich, is an ornamental copy of I 
' the Lonl's Prayer. The work contains i 
' an ornate lettering of the text of the : 

: prayer, surrounded with elaborate wreath • 

I and scroll work, enclosing ideal portraits | 
of the twelve apostles. Two of these por- j 
tiaifs, occupy the center of the work at! 
the top .and two others the same position ’ 

■ at the bottom; two of them are centrally ' 

I situ.ated on each of the sides and one 
i appears in e.ach of the four comers. Ulrich 
had to create, as well as design and execute 
the ideal he.ads of the apostles, having 
nothing in the way of a prototype to work 
from. The whole was done in water- 
colors and would be more than creditable 
to even an accomplished water color artist. 
With Ulrich it was of course .an experi¬ 
ment. “iVhat is most remarkable in 
this man,” says an agent and corres¬ 
pondent of Dye’s GovEnjoiKNT Cotnt- 
TZRFEiT Detector, in his report of 
recent interviews with ex-waiden Col. 
Iimis. ‘is th.at he is literally master of all 
trades. He excels the Chinese, being not 
only able to imitate but to originate. He 
could make a watch, or invent and build 
a tlu eshing machine with equal facility, 
lie was standing one day in the prison, 
watching a gang of men at work, and 
turning to the contractor at hand, he 
said: ‘I can make a machine that will do 
the work of aU those men.’ The authori¬ 
ties were ready to allow Ulrich the means 
of his experiment and in due time, the 
promised machine was completed, as also 
were several other labor saving contrivan¬ 
ces of like nature.” 

Col. Innes, who still resides an honored 
gentleman near Columbus, was war^n 
of the penitentiary while Ulrich was con.- 
lined there, and w.os the moving spirit in. 
procuring the pardon which was granted 
him. By an arrangement with Ulrich, Col. 


Innes provided some means of starting 
the lithograptiing bu-siness. and otherwise 
helped him cairy on that branch of artistic 
work in Columbus. For three weeks Ulrich 
worked earnestly and weU, and CoL Innes 
^ collected for the business, fuUv four hun- 
. dred and .seventy dollars. They did not, 

! however, get the State work they expected, 

I though there was ‘‘any amount of work 
! ordered and left unfinished when Charley 
left for New York,” (Philadelphia), savs : 
CoL Innes. WhUe Ulrich was honestly 
at work he was in realized danger from his 
old assochites. His former partner, Mary 
Brown, alias Henderson, came at one time 
to Columbus, and under an assumed name, 
tried to secure an interview -with him, and 
upon his refusing to see her, left the phace 
swearing vengeance. ” Htirry” Cole came : 
on from Philadelphia and saw Ulrich again ' 
and again, which Warden Innes being told ' 
by Ulrich, declared that if Cole was seen 
there again he would have him .arrested.., 
Ulrich states that his first temptation to 
resume counterfeit work came from Cole, 
who offered him five thousand dollars to 
go to Philadelphia, Whatever induce¬ 
ments were held out, Ulrich resisted all 
for a time, but finally, .as the report is. a 
man came from Cincinnati and offered him 
a thousand dollars, three hundred dollars 
when the work w.as begun, for a plate from 
which to print counten'eit revenue stamps 
for tobacco. Ulrich gave no attention to 
the proposed criminal work, but informed 
CoL Walcott, the United States Internal 
Revenue Collector, of the affair, and soon 
after, during November, 1876, disappeared 
from Columbus. 

Brief as was the time between his pardon 
and his flight, Ulrich had contrived during 
the three months to again add to his social 
and domestic complications, and his cir- 
cumstanws in this relation doubtless had 
a strong influence in iudncing him to break 
away from his benefactor and cooperator. 1 
B<»n after his release from prison, Ulrich, 
with characteristic gallantry, devoted him¬ 
self to the daughter of the keeper of a i 
pnhlio house near the court-house in 
ColT^bus, and the two soon became 
domiciled together. Col. Innes remon¬ 
strated duly, and knowing no impediment ■ 
urged a marriage. Ulrich promised re- ' 
peatedly to marry the girl, but not caring | 
to add bigamy to his professional exploits, > 
he never pretended to do so and the girl 
suddenly went away a few days before 
Ulrich himself departed. 

. In .December of the same year Ulrich 
was Uying in Philadelphia, Pa., at the 
comer of Sixth and Cumberland streets, 
working upon the now famous plate of the 
counterfeit fifty of the Central National 
Bank-qfNew York City,the hundred dollar 
bills of which institution were counter¬ 
feited by the plate Ulrich surrendered to 
Col. Wood at Cincinnait during the month 
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mnXCLES IN CRIME. 


nt’May, IS67, as ilescribed. Tlie n.artners ; 
■ if Ulrich iu Philadelphixi. in l^Tn. were i 
Henry C. Cola and Jacob ()tt. the last j 
luvving worked as a lithographic printer 
lor Ulrich and Warden Innes in Columbus. 
The operations of this trio of counterfeit¬ 
ers have been so fully presented in the 
preceding sketches of Cole and Ott. pub¬ 
lished in Dte’s Government Counter¬ 
feit Detector for March and April. 
18T9, that a shorter report of the details 
of their joint work will be sufficient in the 
present writing. As related in the sketch 
of Ott, the fifty plate which was used for 
the Central National Bahk of Now York 
City, was made so as to serve for any 
National Bank having a title of the same 
length and being situated in a town the 
name of which had the like number of 
letters. In March, 1877, Ulrich removed 
about six miles from Philadelphia, with 
the Ott family, to Oak Lane, a station on 
the North Penn'a Railroad, where they 


! made their residence, in a house belonging 
I to Mr. William Davidson, proprietor of 
; the City Line Hotel. There the plates 
were finished, and in the garret the coun¬ 
terfeit fifties on the Centrai National Bank 
of New York City and the Third National 
Baitk of Buti'alo. N. Y., were printed. 
In this hou^e Uhich rapidly produced a 
plate for printing counterfeits of National 
Bank lives, and the well known “Tamaqua 
Fives” were printed in a chamber of the 
second story of the same budding. 

In May, 1877, the counterfeit fifty on 
the Central National Bank of New York 
City appeared. The work of Ulrich was 
at once suspected. In July, 1877, came 
the bills, produced by change of skeleton 
title plates, on the Third National Bank 
of Buffalo. The sketch of 0^ contains 
an explanation of the peculiarities of these 
bids. In September, 1878. work ended in 
the hou.se at Oak Lane and the “Tamaqua 
Five” was put into circulation. 



OAE I.ANE HOUSE. 


This house, since occupied by Mr. John 
Unrue, is a modest gi-ey rough-cast cottage 
with a shing:le roof, standing about a 
quarter of a i^e from the station, in a lot 
adjoining the City Line Hotel, a few rods 
from the Coun^ Line Road and a short 
distance from its crossing with the old 
York Road. The view is from a special 
sketch exclusively for Dye’s Government 
C ouNTEREETT Detectob, and is a reliable 
illustration. 

During October, 1877, the “mill” of 
Ulrich and Ott was moved to Sharon Hill 
Station, on the Phdadelphia, Wdmington 
and Baltimore Radroad, Cole stiU remain¬ 


ing in Philadelphia. The same fifty dollar 
plate was again put on the press and this 
time the counterfeit fifties on the National 
Broadway Bank and the Tiadesmen’s 
National Bank, both of New York City, 
were produced and sold in bulk unsized, 
for toe German market. The five dollar 
plate was also worked &om and the title 
of the First National Bank of Hanover, 
Pa., was given to the bdls produced at 
that time. 

Although the contrary has been stated, 
the “Hanover fives,” “German fifties” 

I and all the bdls struck off at Sharon Hdl 
were printed with the true charter num- 
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, , SHAEON H: 

I The Sh*ron Hill place, which ia the 
I property of Mr. Samuel Urian, and now 
occupied by a Mr. McLaughlin, was In 
every way more desirable than the one 
TOcupied by Ulrich and his co-workers at 
Oak Lane. The building is a pretty and 
quite commodious house, built of wood 
on stone foundation. It stands about 
fifteen yards from the Chester Town Pike 
and fronts upon that road, being about 
a quarter of a mile from the Sharon Km 
Railroad Station, ou a site where there 
w nothing to obstruct the view in any 
potion to some considerable distance 
The coimterfeits were printed in the east 
back attic room, directly over the kitchen 
m the back part of the house. The above 
lUustration, like that which precedes it, 
was engraved from an originaa sketch 
especially for these columns. 

When Ulrich left Columbus, Ohio, in 
A ovember, 1876, he was lost sight of by the 
Secret Service,.until after he was diisov- 
ered during 1878, in Elfrabethport, 

A ew Jersey. During J-Iay, 1878, Ulrich 
traveled to and fro from his New Jersey 
stopping place, to New York and Philadel¬ 
phia, and m June of that year was at 
Davidson’s City Line Hotel, Oak Lane 
Pennsylvania, next door to the house 
^ere he had lived and worked with 
Ott from March, 1877 to October of the | 


3A. HOUSE. 

same year. At Davidson’s Ulrich rejoined 
tte yoi^ womM he had lived with ia 
Columbus ^r his pardon, and from that I 
toe onward was strictly “shadowed,” i 
w Jn his various journeys enough had ! 
D«ea seen to convince his watchers that - 
ne was buying tools and materials for 
oP«r3tioii, though his connec- 

^cnr^ between hunself. Cole and Ott 
■was then merely strongly suspected. 

^ companion returned 

October 1877, 

^^“*7 C. Cole came to 
meet them. When this veteran was thiu 

contracting parties” 
Sihf See watehfulness 

still 

inore dilhgent. Cole and Ulrich managed 

“eetineamostlWtly I 

f tiiose ^der 

Officer L. Drummond of Philadelphia, 
cooperated in honorable and eflfectiTO 
com^tition, and day by day drew tofr 

‘^osorved their utmost distrust 

OctoC^n^h Ear5^ 

October, Ulnch and his reputed wife with 


MHIACLES IN CRDIE. 


:heir child left Philadelphia for Plainfield, 
in New Jersey, where they were observed 
by one of Drummond’s men, who followed 
thenn to put up at the City Hotel. 

After several days spent in riding about 
the coun^, Ulrich selected a furnished 
house at Scotch Plains, near Fanwood Sta¬ 
tion on the Philadelphia, Bound Brook 
and New York Railroad. 'This house he 
hired under the name and style of “ James 
iYinell,” a gentleman of means and 
leisure, from Cleveland, O. Cole became 
an occasional visitor at the residence of 
Mr. “Winell,” where, having been turned 
over to that district, both parties were con¬ 
stantly and carefully shadowed by the 
agents of the Secret Service from New 
iork. 

On November 30th, 1878, “the time hav¬ 
ing fully come,” Hon. James J. Brooks, 
Chief of the Secret Service and Capt. H. R. 
Curtis, operator in New York, made an 
unexpected and informal call upon Mr. 
•"Winell,” and found that gentleman 
amusing his elegant leisure by engraving 
a plate for printing counterfeits of the hun¬ 
dred doU^ United States Treasury Note 
of the New -Issue, the workmanship of 
■n'hich, as far as completed, promised the 
production of a piece of criminal engraving 
superior to anytliing even Charles F. 
Ulrich had ever accomplished. 'Ibe en¬ 
graver was promptly arrested and once 
in the power of the Officers, was like a 
captured caimon, turned at once upon the 
enemy. Ulrich was directed to go on 
■with his work upon the plate and Officers 
D. H. Gilkinson of New York City and 

M. G. Bower of the Tennessee District, 
were detailed to ■watch the premises and 
the -visitors who were expected. Ulrich 
cooperated in good faith -with the detec¬ 
tives and yet, though Cole came several 
times, it was not until January 17th, 1879, 
that bo was arrested, as has been noted in 
“A Great Counterfeiter’s Record,” in a 
manner which made capture equivalent to 
conviction. 

Cole was taken from Fanwood to New- 
aik. New Jersey,and Ulrich, after remain¬ 
ing two or three days in charge of the Se¬ 
cret Service, was lodged in jail at Trenton, 

N. J. From Trenton Ulrich was taken to 
Newark where he waived a hearing and 
was held by United States Commissioner 
Keaseby for action of the Grand Jury and 
re man ded to jail in default of twenty thous- 
sand dollars baiL On January 20th, 1879, 
the cases of Cole and Ulrich were brought 
before the Grand Jury of Trenton, Irew 
Jersey, and a tnie bill found against Cole, 
upon the testimony of Ulrich, who'came 
forward as a ■witness for the Government. 
They were both indicted in the United 
States Court at 'Trenton, January 82,1879, 
and on the 23d of the same month, were 
examined and committed for triaL 


On Saturday, January ISth. 1S70, Charies 
IV. Schoener, alias Charles Cole, a step- 
.son of Henry C. Cole, was arrested at his 
residence in Wamock street. Philadelphia, 
by officer A. L. Drummond, charged with 
making and passing counterfeit notes. 
The sentence of Ulrich was put off and he 
was called as a witness for the Government 
at the heai-ing given Schoener on Januaiw 
25th, 1879, in P^hiladelphia. before United 
States Commissioner Aubrey H. Smith. 
Charles F. Ulrich voluntarily appeared as 
the principal witness for the Government, 
and he testified that Schoener had damp¬ 
ened the paper and .strung the bills to dry, 
which Ott printed at Oak Lane, Pa. He 
further sta^ that he had never informed 
the Secret Service concerning Schoener, 
and had not been promised any im¬ 
munity for testifying. Schoener was 
held in five thousand do Hare bail for 
trial, ia default of which he was commit- 
ed to Moyamensing pri.son in Philadel¬ 
phia, and Ulrich again returned to jail at 
Trenton, New Jersey. J.acob Ott having 
been arrested in New York City, January 
20th, 1879, Ulrich again appeared as a wit¬ 
ness for the Government at the hearings 
of Ott, held in that city the 21st and 30?h 
of that month, when Ott was committed 
for trial in Philadelphia, On the third of 
the ensuing February, Ulrich being 
brought up for trial in the United States 
Court atTrenton, plead guilty before Judge 
John Nixon of that Court, an e-xample 
which was followed by Cole in the same 
place, Ulrich was remauded to jail to 
await sentence, as was his partner Cole. 
On the 11th of the same month Cole ' 
was sentenced by the same Judge to twelve 
years in the State prison, and to pay a \ 
fine of two thousand doUai^ Ott having i 
been committed for trial on the testimony ! 
of Ulric^ proceedings against Ott were i 
ordered ia the UnitecT States Court for the j 
Eastern District of Pensylvania, and the I 
sentence of Ulrich was postponed while he 
was held as a 'witness. | 

The trial of Ott took place in the above | 
Court, before Judge Wm. Butler, March ■ 
5th, 1879, and upon the testimony of I 
Ulrich, Ott was found guilty, the jury not i 
leaviAg their seats, no defence being at¬ 
tempt^. On March 11th, 1879, Judge I 
William Butler, sentenced Jacob Ott, to 
ten years imprisonment in the State prison j 
and to pay a fine of two thousand dollars, i 
In the course of hk testimony on the j 
severol occasions where he appeared, Ulrich 
not only convicted his partners on trial, 
but gave a considerable amount of infor¬ 
mation as to his own career and the gene¬ 
ral features of the counterfeiter’s art and 
practice. Among otheff'thin^. Ulrich 
has stated that it wasl^-enstcjm ^ 
Henry C. Cole to ad'vise the men tdiJiEra 
he sold his “boodles” of counterfeit bills, 
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CO instnii't rhe parties they sent ‘'uc. to 
.shoTo or pa:>3 them, that to avoid capture, 
and I'or the itood ot' tlie trade they should 
' never orter h:ul money where they could 
see Dye's GovEK^ntEirr Coo-tekfkit 
^ Detectou, or leam it was taken ia the 
place ot' business. 

•A-lthouj^h Ulrich had not been promised 
' immunity or any favor, yet that very 
fact and his manner of action created in 
, otlicial and legal circles, as well as to some 
; extent in the pubhc mind, a feeling in his 
; favor, and tlie question was nii-sed, 

, wiiether the Government ought, whether 
indeed it had legal power, to sentence a 
man who. guilty as he confessed himself 
i to be, had still been brought forward 
; again and again as a witness whose evi¬ 
dence had convicted each of his partners 
and exposed the details of a most danger- 
' ous scheme of crime. 

This public sentiment found expression 
at last in the form of a petition to the 
1 President of the United States for the 
. pardon of Charles F. Ulrich, which me- 
, morial was extensively signed by the most 
respectable and inriuentuTi jjersons. T^is 
petition was pi-esented to the President in 
due form, but the Executive of the Nation, 
after due consideration felt himself in duty 
bound to deny the sasne, at that time, 
and he gave an .answer to that etlect. 

__0n April 30th, 1879, District Attorney 
iaea.seby applied in the United States 
Coiut at Trenton, N. J., for some ade¬ 
quate and proper recognition of the servi¬ 
ces of Charles F. Ulrich in the courts in 
connection with the recent cases of coun¬ 
terfeiting' by his associates. The Presi¬ 
dent of 5ie United States, he said, would 
not sign a pardon for Ulrich, because the 
prisoner 'was -wanted aa a ■witness in still 
another case. He suggested the prisoner 
be released on his o-wn recognizance dur¬ 
ing the term of his good behavior. The 
Honorable Court was ready to acknowl¬ 
edge the usefulness of Ulricli, but very 
properly took occasion to read him a very 
stem lesson, and give a most solemn 
warning. Judge John T. Nixon reminded 
the prisoner of his great and numerous 
crimes, made more atrocious by his tal¬ 
ents. Ha recalled to his mind that he 
had before escaped merited punishment 
by acting as an informer, and that ho had 
in that and every other way reached the 
limit of any possibility of forbearance by 
the country. 

His honor then announced the suspen¬ 
sion of his sentence; telling Ulrich, how¬ 
ever, that any infraction of the laws would 
at once be noted and that his third and 
next appearance 'before the courts, would 
procure for him a renewal of all from 
which he was released and immediate sen¬ 
tence to punishment to the utmost extent 
and rigor of the law. 


Ulrich expressed his thanks in a becom¬ 
ing manner, :ind promised Judge Nixon 
he would heed his honor's admonition 
and hereafter, imder all circumstances, 
turn whatever of ability he might possess 
to the pursuits of honest industry. And 
the prisoner was liberated upon his own 
recognizance duiing the term of his good 
behavior. 

There ■was quite a scene of excitement 
m and about the court when Ulrich thus 
regained his liberty. It ia to the credit of , 
our common humanity that soon after, in i 
a certain residence, not far away, there -was > 
a scene stiU more affecting. 

The countrymen of Ulrich have a word , 
they apply in cases where anyone is for- ’ 
tunate in escaping disaster, though run¬ 
ning improvidently into danger. “It is- 
his Schweintgliick,” say the Teutons, liter¬ 
acy, pig’» luck. This kind of blind chance 
luck was bom -with Ulrich and has fol¬ 
lowed him thus far. It gave him at first, 
health, strength, talent, genius, art and 
education; it brought him out from 
among the dead of Balaclava; it aided him 
in repeated escapes from prison; it secured 
him a pardon from Sing-sing; it did the 
same at Columbus; it has all along gpven 
him the undeserved love of women and 
secured him the ill-requited friendship of 
good men. At last his tchweirngluck came 
between Charles F. Ulrich and Judge 
Nixon and gave the convict his freedom. 
But let him beware. There seems a late 
to follow him also. If indeed, as one 
whojuw.been most faithful to him declares, 
“Charlojf cannot say no,” his. doom is 
sure. In case of any folly on hi* part, or 
any tampering with temptatioBjhs- swoitl 
of Justioe, suspended, like that Of Barme- I 
oide, by a siMla hair, wili-snddenly fell f 
and Charles F. Ulrich disi^>pear- forever ' 
in the living tomb of perpetual imprison. \ 
menti The ways of honest indnstry are f 
open before him, he owes his liberty thrice \ 
over to the clemency of the State. Let j 
him place himself among honest men by { 
a fall exposure of the schemes and ways i 
of the counterfeiter to those who labor ' 
for -tte public protection, and' show his ' 
gratitude for mercy and his good' sense I 
as weU, by the prompt exposure of an'y 1 
impudent felon who inain ni^faH; to’ him ; 
the possibility of crime. | 

In the arrest and con-viction of Cole, ' 
Ulnch and Ott, Chief James J. Brook^ | 
and 1^ ^n assume to have done no more i 
than ^eir duty, yet they have sho-ra them- 
selye^ as incorruptible as they tie able | 
and ze^oos, and the work accomplished , 
In the case, has certainly ta-yed hnndreds ' 
and thousands of dollars to t^ public, and ' 
given the Secret Service a new and honor- ! 
able claim upon the consideration of the ' 
Government. i 
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OR, 

FRAUD AS A FINE ART. 

BIOGRAPHY OF THOS. BALLARD, 

TuoMAS A-vey, Alias Thojias "Weston, 
Alias Tom Davis, 

“ THE PRINCE OF CONET MEN.” 

AN OEIOINAIi SKETCH. 



THOMAS BALIaABD. 


‘ “The proper study of mankind is man, 
declares the poet Pope, the author of the 
most profound Essay on human nature 
which graces the English Unguage. 
“Bmow thyself,” was the inscription the 
ancient and classic Greek placed upon the 
keystone to the entrance of the temple of 
his gods. We leam of ourselves best by 
comparison with, others. The study of 
mankind ia the prelude to self-knowledge, 
and they are not philosophei^ who, even 
through just admiration of the g^ and 
tme, refuse to observe-the morally deform¬ 
ed and the oriminaL 
To know the world, in the worst aspect 
of its inhabitants, is not a cheering sort of 
i intelligence. To reflect upon skill pervert 
i ed, talents misapplied, genius prostituted, 

I energies misdirected and human lives 

worse than wasted, will sadden any soul, 
unless in itself, capable of and inclined to 
the very evils, mi^emeanoi-s and crimes 


it should deplore. Yl-c it is uiily 
very pathetic understanding of evil, that 
restraint of the dangerous and the reio;- 
I mation of the unfortunate can Ije matie 
I possible. Beside, there ia an intensely 
practical aspect of the matter. It is bet- 
ter and .safer to know the -wicked arts and 
1 desperate methods of tho.se who make so- 
ciety their prey, than to learn of the fel¬ 
on’s dishonesty and dexterity, through 
losses from their crimes, in^cted upon us 
in conseuuence of our own ignorance. | 
The History of Crime has no record of 
a character better worth studying than 
the “universal genius” whoso portrait us 
presented at the head of this article, and 
whose biography appears upon the succeed¬ 
ing pages. Thomas Ballard was bom in 
1840 at Johnstown, Fulton county, Slate ot 
New York. His parents, of English origin, 
were bom in Boston, Mass., and on the 
maternal side bore the name of one of the 
most distinguished families of the histor¬ 
ical old Bay State. Tliom.as Ballard -was 
the eldest of five brothers, Thomas, J^, 
William, Benjamin and George. Tlio 
father of these boys was by trade a car¬ 
riage painter, which business he taught 
his sons, one after another, and at which 
young Tom Ballard became proflcienU be¬ 
ing especially expert in -the “fancy or 
more artistic branches of the work. A 
bom genius, Tom early developed a taste 
for studv, and was as industrious, mteili- 
n-ent, we'll behaved and promising a young 
ifeUow and mechanic as is to bo imagined. 

As Tom BalLord grew older, ho became 
anxious to make money more rapidly, and i 
ambitious to occupy a vastiy higher socml , 
position- His uneasiness, his talent, his ; 
enterprise, hU destiny, if any chose so to i 
consider, led him to follow the footsteps 
of many a hopeful youngster 'before hi^ 
and in 1858, Tfhomas Ballard, then eight¬ 
een years of age, had his name upon the 
pay roU of one Henry Hinma^ a carmgo ; 
builder of some celebrity, doii^ busmess i 
at 48 lower Broadway, New Tork City. 
This Huiman was an uncle to the first wile 
of the noted J oshua D. Miner, of the City of 
New York, a politician, a city contr^tor, 
and the autocrat of coney men. It has 
been said that iliner was interested in the ; 
caiTiage business with Hinman, but how- | 
ever th-at may have been Miner ; 

freed BaUai-d, and in an evil day for ttat j 
young man, made his acquaintance. iJal- 
lard worked for Hinman about two years. I 
Miner observed Ballard’s genius and 
bifron, and conceived the idea that he had 
found the very person to become hia 
in the grand criminal schemes of counter¬ 
feiting which occupied his mind. Through 

Miner Ballard was induced and e^Wed 
to leam bank note engraving, at whi(^ he 
served sotne four years in one of the New 
York Bank Note Companies, and aid^ by 
iliuer obfriined, by actual observation a 
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knowledcre the operadons of the Treas¬ 
ury Depiurtmeut. 

In lSt)2 Joshua D. or “Jot” iDner be¬ 
came associated with Hemw C. or • •Harry” 
Cole, and not long after, TTiomas Ballard 
produced a plate for printing counterfeits 
of the One Dollar United States Treasury 
Notes, ofthe old issue. Though extensively 
and variously used, this first plate was a 
poor thing, compared to subsequent work 
from the same hand; but in those days the 
standard of discrimination was not as high 
as now. Ballard’s next job was a p^te 
for printing counterfeits of the Two Dol¬ 
lar bills of the National Shoe and Leather 
Bank of New York City. Following this 
came the plates for printing counterfeits 
of the Ten Dollar Bills of three of the 
National Banks of Poughkeepsie, N. T. 
To tbi.s again succeeded the plate for print¬ 
ing coxmterfeits of the iSventy Dollar 
Bills of the Shoe and Leather Bank of 
New York City; also in due time, a plate 
for counterfeiting the One Hundred and 
the Five Hundred Dollar Old Issue United 
States Treasury Notes, and an immense 
amount more of the same general descrip¬ 
tion, just as the supposed emergencies of 
a vast scheme for counterfeiting the United 
States currency required. 

A more dangerous criminal combination 
than that of which Thomas Ballard be¬ 
came an employee and partner, it would 
be almost impossible to imagine, and they 
could not have found in the history of a 
thousand years, more favorable circum¬ 
stances for their fraudulent operations. 
The principal members of the gang were 
Henry Hinman, carriage maker, 48 Broad¬ 
way, Joshua D. Miner, Fifty-ninth street 
and Boulevard, and Thomas Ballard, 225 
Fifty-third street, aU of New York City. 
Hinman and Miner were the capitalists 
and managers, and Ballard at once an en¬ 
graver, a chemist, an inventor, a meohkn- 
10 of rare skill, and an expert in the manu¬ 
facture of paper. The financial resources 
of these men were great, to begin with, 
the principles occupied a respectable po¬ 
sition in society and the world of business. 
The necessities of the Government during 
the war compelled the hasty issue of hun¬ 
dreds of millions of new and different 
kinds of legal tenders and other securities 
and sorts of paper money. AU was ex¬ 
citement, change, hurry and confusion ; 
the counterfeiters pushed their felonious 
purpose with coolness and industry, and 
found themselves the masters of a busi¬ 
ness which was a virtual open sesame to 
the riches of the nation. As the Govern¬ 
ment multiplied its Issues and enlarged its 
indebtedness, the presses of Hinman, 
Miner & Co,, using the plates of Ballard, 
ran a race with the Tresisury Department 
in the inflation of the currency; vastly as 
this was increased, the. percentage of 


counterfeits was for a long time made .as 
great as ever. 

I After Thomas Ballard had been some¬ 
time in New York, he was in July, 1871, 
married to a respectable young lady named 
Miss Julia Avey, who. unaware of his 
criminal connections and pursuits ac¬ 
cepted the handsome, accomplish^, in- 
teUectual young carriage painter, for what 
he seemed to be, an honest man and most 
desirable parti. Like many another yoimg 
womi^ misled by appearances, the poor 
girl lived long enough to learn the fuU 
truth about her husband, and have reason 
to rue her affectionate selection, but wo¬ 
men do not always act upon reason. It 
need not, however, be inferred that Thom¬ 
as Ballard, aside of course, from his secret 
crimes against the currency, was what 
would be described as a bad husband, ac¬ 
cording to popular understanding. It is 
often the fact that men of the class to 
which he belonged are remarkable for 
kindness to their families; as in the case 
of Henry C. Cole, for instance, which we 
have noted. 

In person Ballard was five feet nine 
^ches high, and of genteel address and 
rfeflned appearance, while of a fair com¬ 
plexion and personally handsome to an al¬ 
most captivating degree. A perfectly 
self-possessed and courteous person, of 
refined tastes and strictly temperate hab¬ 
its. He never smoked a cigar or drank a 
glass of liquor; his associatiODS were with 
respectable people and-the upper <daaees, 
and ho was the Master of Park Lodge of. 
Free and Accepted Masons, in Now'York 
City. To enable himself to apxiear an' 
honest, respectable citizen, ^ registered : 
his name in the City Directory and else- ’ 
where as a fancy painter, and accordingly 
left his comfortable house at 225 "Wwt 
Fifty-third street, regularly at seven: 
o’clock every week day morning, ostensi¬ 
bly for the purpose of going down town to 
his business, at a caniage factory in which; 
he was occupied and interest^ This) 
fictory was that of Henry Hinman in low- ■ 
er Broadway; but instead of going there I 
Ballard generally went to 25« Rivington 
street, where the manufactory of count- ’ 
erfeit money was located and where his 
brother John Ballard lived and performed! 
a large part of the general work. i 

The old aunt of the Batilards, Ann Ad¬ 
ams lived with her nephew John, and there ■ 
Thomas took his dmner. Thomas Bal-! 
lard was compelled to be very industrious ' 
as he not onlv made the plates for the. 
Counterfeits, but was the only man inf 
existence outside the Glenn Mills of Mr.. 
■WIIoox, at West Chester, Pa., who coqjd 
make the famous Government fibre paper. 
The Glenn Mills being run exclusively for 
the Treasury Department, under supervi¬ 
sion of official watchmen, the counterfeit¬ 
ers were compelled to manufacture every 
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■imce of the stock used in the counter- measure, and grew by degrees into a reg- 
'cits ol United Sutea Treasui-y Notes and ularly orgamzed division of the Umted 
Practional Currency. That for counter- : States Treasury Department. The Secret 
feit National Bank bills could be bought; Service Division drew to itself a number 
In the shape of white bond paper, such as of tlie ablest detectives in the world; the 
is used by railroad companies and other : circ^tances of the war gave them 
orporafcions and tinged chemically, “ and to tl 


imitate the Treasury Department mate- 
riaL 

At 256 Rivington street Thomas Bal- 
i.ard worked almost daily as an engraver, 
paper maker, colorist and ink mannfac- 
rurer, universal genius ^d ‘ jack of ail 
trades,” as long as daylight lasted. He 
then left the Kivin^n street house, 
giving his neighbors there to understand 
chat he was a night watchman in the cus¬ 
tom house, but on leaving the mill, in¬ 
stead of going down town to the custom 
house, be would proceed indirectly and 
carefully back to 225 West Fifty-third 
street, some two miles up town, where 
his wife awaited him. Thus the people 
who knew him on Fifty-third street sup¬ 
pose him a married man successfully at 
work all day in the carriage factory down 
town, while those on Rivington street sup¬ 
posed him a single fellow, employed sill 
night in the custom house, and then at 
home aU day in bed. Thus the counter¬ 
feiter lived without suspicion, respected 
for the double life he pretended, by two 
sets of people he impo^d upon, and cer¬ 
tainly and with reason, hishly prized by 
those who associated with him in his true 
character. It was something like what he 
proposed to himself when he left home 
for the great city, the means were other 
than those he at flret imagined, to be sure; 
what his own ideas of the situation were 
has not been recorded. 

The TreasuryDepartmentand the money 
experts of the tJni^ States were satisfied 
the fibre paper was a oonmlete protection 
against counterfeiting. The Department 
was simply dumbfounded over Ballard’s 
work; the best engravers owned him their 
superior and declared he must have ac¬ 
quired his art in the Treasury building, and 
as year after year went on and still new Is¬ 
sues appeared from the presses of Hinman, 

Miner, Ballard & Co., the country became 
infest^ -with counterfeits of all kinds of 
paper money; losses were frequent, the 
lawful currency was disparaged, and the 
capture of the unknown producers of all 
this amount of frand became imperative. 

But through the adroit management of 
Miner; and by the watchfulness of Cole as 
a dealer, and the temperate prudence of the 
Ballards, the arrest and conviction of ibe 
gang wras made as difficult as for any or¬ 
dinary person to detect the artistic imita¬ 
tions of money they for so lo^ enga^d 
in throwing into circulation. But during 
the war for the Union the Secret Service 
was originated by General Scott as a war , being arrested in the act of selling v 


world of experience and when to this 
was added a complete organization 
and competent chiefs, the counterfeiters 
and their kind were overmatched, and their 
discovery became merely a question of 
watchfulness, time and patience. 

Joshua D. (“Jock.” “Jot” or “Jos”) 
Miner, though still unconvicted, is an 
“ancient of days” in American counter¬ 
feiting; he was for a long time known to 
the police, but his craft, his unbounded 
command of money and induence in city 
poLitics, and otherwise in organized socie¬ 
ties, all combined under his resolute will 
and perfect coolness, to save him from 
arrest, though probably not a man on the 
detective force aware of his existence, but 
was as confident of his railt as conviction 
in court could have made him. A detec¬ 
tive is justly allowed some latitude at 
times, but must work within the law and 
rigidly respect the rights of the citizen, 
even in mere technicahties, otherwise the 
case is lost. To arrest Miner, without full 
cause and due process, was worse than 
useless, and to show cause against him 
seemed impossible. Whether immunity 
made him over bold at last, or if he grew 
weary of seemingly needless extreme pre¬ 
caution, does not appear, at all events, 
Miner in the continn^ course of his coney 
business, became well known to an incon¬ 
venient number of criminals in his own 
line, and in consequence of this multiplici¬ 
ty of acquaintances, he at last found him- 
selfi through the imprudence of some of 
his agents, in the grasp of the detectives 
of the Government and the officers of the 
law. 

Henry C. Cole stated at one time tinder 
oath, and perjury has never been proven 
against him, that as early as 1862, he be¬ 
came a buyer of counterfeits from Miner, 
which he disposed of to Bill Gurney and 
others. Gurney, one of the heaviest 
dealers in counterfeits ever in the United 
States, was not the man to buy of a party 
far removed from first hands; yet Cole 
was not acquainted with the details of 
Miner’s crooked operations. But Bill 
Gumey was not as temperate as Tom Bal¬ 
lard, as wary as Cole, or as sagacious as 
Miner. In consequence of his want of 
care, he in time came to grief himself and 
involved others in trouble also. 

The Ballard counterfeit of the twenty 
dollar bill of the National Shoe and Leath¬ 
er Bank of New York City came out La 
August, 1870. This counterfeit, as noted 
in &e sketch of Henry C. Cole, was traced 
to Gurney as a wholesale dealer, and he 
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spncpncePi for ren years. Dnrin.^ May. ;$TI. 
(Tuniey cuiiaucteii (.liiet II. O. to i 

Miner, as the party from whom his sup¬ 
plies of the couey came and the owner of 
the "ffhoe and Leather plate.’’ That 
Ijieeo of property had been traced to 3Ii- 
iiur before, but not in a way to make a 
case against him. The Chief and G urney 
came upon Miner suddenly. “Hallool ” 
cried the veteran .Joshua. “Halloo, stick 
in the mudi Didn’t I tell you to keep 
your hands out of mischief? And how 
what can you expect m« to do for you ?’’ 
In spite of'his bravado. Miner was brought 
to terms, .and to settle the matter, he sur¬ 
rendered the plate aforesaid. 

Being urged at the time to give up the 
rest of the plates he was so well known 
to control. Miner referred to Henry C. 
Cole, then living at his farm in Quaker- 
town, Pa., stating that Cole had the plates 
with him there In the country. Tins 
statement cost Cole a good deal of trouble, 
for the Secret Service men came upon 
that agriculturist at Quakei-town, with an 
imperative demand for a very important 
set of products the farms of Quakertown j 
did not yield, but which were cultivated 
in New York City, under care of Thomas 
and .John Ballard. Of course Cole could 
but .assert the fact that he had no plates 
in his possession, which, as the otficers 
could not disprove, they were forced to 
credit and leave the premises no wiser 
than when they came. They were nev¬ 
ertheless convinced of the character and 
position of >Iiner more firmly than ever, 
and satisfied that Colo was his able con¬ 
federate. About this time the invention 
of steam or other power drills for stone 
was receiving attention,*and Jliner, who 
had heavy contracts of rock work in the 
upper part of New York City, was en¬ 
gaged in experiments with this kind of 
machine. Henry C. Cole became inter¬ 
ested in the patents which were procured, 
and in consequence was much in Miner’s 
company. There was a great deal of 
coming and going between them, and 
about the excavations of the ledges. The 
business about the drills was genuine 
and successful in the end, but not as 
profitable as that done under cover of the 
same in the counterfeiting line. 

One of the well-known “coney men” 
of those days was David Kirkbride, alias 
Thomas, alias Harris, alias Moore, a fel¬ 
low about twenty-six years of age. Kirk- 
bride was “shadowed” from about July 
4tig 1S70, and yet it was not until Au^t 
6th, 1871, that his arrest became feasible. 
On that day he was taken in hand by A. L. 
Drummond, now the efficient first opera,- 
tive of the Eastern District of Pennsylva¬ 
nia. Kirkbride had one thousand nine 
hundred and eighty dollars in counterfeit 
money on his person when arrested. ’WTien 
brought before Chief H. C.Whitley he was 


stubborn and non-committal, and so re- 
[ maincd until the 'Aid or -llth of the ensuing 
October, wuen he became more communi¬ 
cative. In consequence of the information 
given by Kirkbride, the Secret Service 
men privately arrested a co-p.artner of his 
in the person of David Keen, a liquor 
merchant, in the act of delivering a large 
.amount of counterfeit bills to a party who 
came from Roudout, New York, to pur¬ 
chase the same, in a manner which had 
been arranged among the operatives hav¬ 
ing charge of the arrest. 

It was once a proverb that “All roads 
load to Rome.” and it seemed at the time 
of Kirkbride’3 arrest that every trail of 
an operation in the queer was to be traced 
back to “Jot” Miner as its undoubted 
origin. The unsolved and vexatious prob¬ 
lem, was, how to fix his gpiilt upon him, 
how to legally effect his arrest, and how 
secure his conviction and deserved sen¬ 
tence. David Keen, being secretly under 
arrest, in order to make interest for him¬ 
self, undertook, upon certain terms, to 
help the Secret Service men to just such 
j an interview with Miner as they desired. 
To this end Keen w.as given considerable 
liberty of action. Keen, Miner and some 
others concerned, were members of the 
same secret organization, and Keen was 
reluctant to strike directly at one of his 
brothers in the society, beside, it was not 
plain how he could in that way secure the 
counterfeit plates which were in Miner’s 
possession, and counted of the greatest 
importance. In the dOemma a scheme 
was concocted between Keen and parties 
at Headquarters, for implicating another 
person, a supposed confidant and confed- 
rate of Miner, through whom it was ex¬ 
pected the whole business eoold be most 
completely aocomplished. • Aoeordiiigly 
there came again a person from Rondout, 
New York, to Keen and offered to buy 
counterfeits to the amount of five thous¬ 
and doUai-s by their face. Keen applied 
to Miner for the “coney,” and a bargain 
was made, that, for mutual safety and 
convenience, the delivery shoold take 
place through Hen^ C. CoIe._ Miner 
being wUling to avoid personal risk, and 
Keen seeking to implicate Cole, in order 
to use him against Miner, and thus effect 
the capture of that worthy and the sur¬ 
render of the plates, to the end of securing 
his own releas^ and all without showing 
directly to Miner his own hand in the 
matter. 

. As has been notioed. Cole was engaged 
with Miner in the ownership and use of 
the patent rock drill, and was constantly 
going and coming to and from Miner, and 
around town about the same. In these 
litths journeys Cole habitually rode in 
his own carriage, like any well-to-do and 
I enterprising man of affairs. In this way 
it came about that Cole had at times made 
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ns vehicle a convenience to iliner by —. 
-ving various articles for him. uue way and 
.mother, and it seemed a common-place 
thing enough, when Cole being at Miner s 
residence, Miner requested Cole to take ' a 
package” home with him, for delivery to 
Dave Keen, and receive another for Miner 
in exchange. Cole not knowing the con¬ 
tents of the package, took it in his carriage 
as requested and conveyed it to his house, 

.U1 this Keen duly told at Secret Se^ce 
Headquarters, 53 Bleecker street. Keen 
• was furaished with marked money by 
Chief H. C. 'Whitley, and it was con¬ 
cluded to make an arrest of Cole, trusting 
through him, to reach the astute Miner in 
proper form after alL Accordingly, Mde- 
scribed in the sketch of Cole, David Keen 
and officers Kennoch and Drummond pro¬ 
ceeded to Cole’s house, 310 Eighty-fourth 
street, on the night of September 11th, 
1371, and the exchange of packages being 
made. Cole was arrested with the marked 
money package in his hands. 

Being put under ten thousand dollars 
bail. Cole felt doubtless, that Miner, as 
in the case of the affair with Gurney, had 
selfishly given him away to trouble, and 
thinking, he had about enough of Mr. 
Miner, entered into an arrangement with 
Chief H. C. "WTiitley to secure the capture 
of Miner, in order to save himself. This 
was consummated as fully related in the 
sketch of Cole, through an attempt of 
Miner, on the night of October 25th. 1811, 
to deliver certain counterfeit plates Cole 
had agreed to hay. iliner, after a sharp 
fi^ht, in which the officers fingers were 
badly bitten, and the prisoner had four 
teeth knocked out, was captured by officer 
Kennoch, and at the same time Drum¬ 
mond captured another man ■who came on 
to the ground to meet Miner, and this 
man, as related in the account of Cole, 
gave the name of Tom Avey, of 225 Fifty- 
third street, and proved to be “Ballait^] 
as was discovered incidentally at his 
house. Even after the discovery of his 
family name and residence, there was 
nothing" to connect “Ballard*' "with any 
enme, and Miner talked politics |>nly, 
with a fluency and ability worthy a well- 
paid statesman. 

The prisoners were taken before United 
States Commissioner John J. Davenport, 
and waiving an examination, were com¬ 
mitted to Ludlow street jail, in default of 
bail in the sum of twenty-five thousand 
dollars each. Cole was put to lodge with 
B allard, the Chief hoping BalHrd would b^ 
tray himself. Cole did not trouble himself 
to “pump” Ballard, and the two retired 
! together. During Ae night Ballard got 
up and was about to attempt an escape 
1 by a leap from the second story window. 

: rrfi- hiTTi tfi frive nn. but 


of his complicity with Miner, and that 
he must keep tiis own couu'^el in the 
matter. Ballard him.self ha.s told a hard 
story of the means used which induced 
him to criminate himself, and destroy his 
■very protitable felonious business. He 
1 was really outwitted, lieing more artistic 
i than artful, and in his surprise at the dis- 
' covery of his real name, he supposed 
Miner had betraved him, whereupon he 
weakened, and 'Whitley’s magic pump did 


the r.--~ 

The officer who was sent to look up 
“Tom Avey” at 225 Fifty-third street, 
of course, found no such person, but found 
in the mistress of the hon.se a woman he 
reported “aU a lady should be.” As he 
was leaving, he overheard some woman 
say to another; “I will bet he is looking 
for Ballard.” Upon this hint he acted, 
and the next officer who spoke to “Tom 
Avey” exclaimed: “I see you are feeling 
well, Ballai-d!” “For God’s sake, who 
are you'?’* cried Tom, and not being of 
the brute kind he fainted. 

Fair promises may have been made Bal¬ 
lard, but we shall soon see why such en- 
ra‘T^ements could not be kept. Banara 
disclosed his relation with Miner, and also 
the location of the mill at 256 Rivington 
street. Another mill was also discovered 
through the agency of Effie C. Cole work¬ 
ing in the interest of her hustend s re¬ 
lease. in the house of LeweUy Williams. 
438 West Fifty-fourth street. From these 
places were taken, on October 26tn, ji? 
the following schedule cf various artic^ 
and materials; counterfeit plates; 

United States Treasury Notes, unfinished; 
820 Greenback, back and front plates, 
finished: 810 National Banks of FowS^; 
keepsie N. Y.; 810 plate, back of note; 83 
National Banka; full set of plates, Lincoln 
hea^ 50 cent scrip; a second set of the 
same, very superior; a set of plates, Stan¬ 
ton head; 50 cent scrip, for seven im¬ 
pressions; a second set of the 
steel, for ten impressions; a third set ot 
the same on copper for five impressions; 
also the transfer rolls for the above, except 
the 81000 unfinished plate; ten full sets 
ori<rinal bed pieces for making transfer 
rolfs; transfer press; cost 810,700; transfer 
presi cost 81200; two large presses for 
printing bills; two smaller presses for 
^ting bills; a largo quantity ^ tpie 
fbr changeable bank title hues; two full 
sets engravers’ tools; ink, rolls and press 
blanket; a full set of Treasury seals for 
stamping red seals on the notes; forty-flyo 
thousand dollars of counterfeit money m 
denomiaations of two, five, ten, 
and one hundred dollars, beside all tins, 
one hundred and fifty pounds of coimter. 
feit fibre paper and aU the complete »p- 
Dliances for making the same._ ' < ; . _ 






























CIOGHAPIIY (')P THOMAS BALLARD. 


31 


CApWiy^i^ ^ ^ — 

'.Vlutlev ’.he happiest man Rivin^ton street: -yhere I had full control. 

■; Lortaiuiy the Lhiet had reason , usin:r two printing presses; the plates 

'.itisiaction, but his pleasure would which are here, I recomize as the same 
^vve been marred badly could he have j ones I used in printing *the counterfeit 
.<nown._.is was the case, that an important money; there is a process of driving up the 
part ot these captured plates had been ; letters which give the name of the bank, so 
iSiectrotyperi, and_ that these reproductions I that they may be filed down and new names 
ot the wonderlul frauds were snugly stored | engraved, and printed from as counterfeits 
someday be brought I on the other banks; the twenty dollar plate 


and used almost as extensively ai 
original. 

On the night of November 15th, 18T1, 
Thom.as Ballart^ BUly Brown and James 
Quimby, broke j.ail; escaping through the 
roof, and getting away by descending 
through an adjoining tenament hous^ 
Whether the escape was due Ballard’s 
de.xterity, or Miner’s liberality, or both 
conjoined, is an open question still with 
the public. By the escape of Ballard, the 
Government lost its most important testi¬ 
mony in the case of Miner, and Ballard 
was cut off from whatever consideration 
had been promised him, on account of his 
service as an informer and witness for 
A reward of five thousand 


which is here has been filed down in this 
way at least twenty-eight times, the Farm¬ 
ers and Manufactnrers Bank of Pough¬ 
keepsie being the last counterfeit. I have 
been engaged for over three years at 256 
Rivington street at this kind of printing, 
generally turning out about ten thousand 
dollars a month. Henry Hinman was the 
man who, in connection with Mr. Miner, 
furnished capital and material for the car¬ 
ry^ on of this business. I have known 
Miner for over four years. Mr. Hinman 
came to me one afternoon, and told mo 
to come up to the comer of Fifty-ninth 
street and Tenth Avenue, and bring with 
me aU the counterfeit money I h.ad at 

- - ----that time in my possession, which was 

dollars WM offered for the apprehension ten thousand dollars in ten dollar notes, 
ol Balla^ but he remamed at large in a | on the First R'ational Bank of Red Hook. 
remark,able maimer, .as is to be described I Mew York. I went up as he directed, and 
hereaiter. In the meantime, Joshua D. j there I met .Mr. Hinman and Mr. Miner 
-Mmer was brought to trial. Every device I I gave the money wrapiied np to Mr 
was resorted to bv Miner, to defeat the Hinman and ha handed it to Mr. Miner, 
who immediately walked up to the comer 
of Ninth avenue and delivered it to Bill 
Gurney, who was standing on the comer 
wmting. Several times I have met ilr. 
Miner with my brother Thomas in a cigar 
store, near the comer of Fifty.eighth 
street and Eighth avenue. I wanted to 
use some money once and told my brother 
Thomas so, and he said he would see Jos, 
Mr. Miner, and get some for me, which 
ha did. I have printed counterfeit ten 
dollar bills on the Flour City National 
Bank of Rochester, National Bank of 
New York, Ninth National Bank of Troy, 
Fmt National Bank of Lockport, Auburn 
Ci^ National of Auburn, First National 
of Red Hook and Union National of New 
York, also counterfeit twenty dollar bills 
— the Oneida National of Utica, Trades- 
in’s National of New York and the Na¬ 
tional Bank of Commerce. Of the two 
dollar bais, I printed counterfeits on the 
Marine National of New York, St. Nicho¬ 
las of New York and the Market National 
of New York; many others that I have 
forgotten, I have printed bills upon. 

Cross-examined.—"Was arrested once in 
Buffalo, New York, for manufacturing 
silver Mexican shillings; tried, convicted 
and sentenced to five years and four months 
imprisonment, in Auburn state prison. 

Four years and two months of that time I 
seiwe<4 when I was pardoned by the gov¬ 
ernor. The petition for pardon was made 
by CoL Whitley. After I had been out of 
prison two years, I began counterfeiting 


ends of justice. Tom Ballard being __ 

of the way, other important witnesses for 
the prosecution disappeai’ed, or became 
incapable of memory, while some of those 
for the defense were convenient as possi¬ 
ble and exceedingly glib. In the emergen¬ 
cy the Government h^ to depend on Henry 
C. Cole for testimony; but being an 

convict and then under arrest, ho wa_ 

a way disquaUfled. To remedy this, Cole 
was pardoned before conviction, by Gov¬ 
ernor John T. Hoffinan, and reinstated 
thereby in his civil rights. His testimony 
against Miner was clear and straight for¬ 
ward, and it seems, should have been 
sufficient. 

As has been noted in tne preceding 
paragraphs, Miner on more than one oc¬ 
casion, had, by false charges and vari¬ 
ous treacherous tricks, involved Cole in 
trouble and loss to screen himself; but 
when Cole testified against Miner, truth¬ 
fully, to save himself from puniffiiment, 
realy on Miner’s account; there then arose 
a war between the houses of Miner and 
Cole, as fierce and revengefuL as that 
Fsndstta between the Montagu and Capa- 
let. 

In addition to Cole, an important wit¬ 
ness at Miner’s triaL was found in John 
Ballard, who testified as follows: “lam 
thirty two years old, a printer by trade, 
up to last Slarch, I have been engaged 
off and on in manufacturing counterfeit 
money; the place where I have carried on 
my operations principally, is No. 256 
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:i:i-,un. Tl:e llrbi, I did ;ic ir. after I was 
;-i;ieased. was to ouuiicorfoit fifty cent cur¬ 
rency note.s. in Lewis street, I forget the 
number. From there I went to manufact¬ 
uring ten doll.av bills in Fifty-fourth street. 
Afterw.anis 1 was in the cabinet making 
business for about a year, when I moved 
up to One Hundred and Fomth street and 
l>egan making two doUar bills. From 
there I moved to 256 Rivington street, 
where I went into the business wholesale; 
then I went out to Wisconsin and hired a 
farm, and from there I -siSent to jail (laugh¬ 
ter). I was implicated in counterfeiting 
out there; but was uot guUty; I am still 
under arrest, however, awaiting my trial. 
Colonel Whitley brought me here on a 
writ of haheai corpus, to take part as a 
witness in this case. I am paid nothing 
nor do I expect anything for coming.” 

The twenty dollar bill which John Bal¬ 
lard said be had printed, and which was 
shorter than the plate, was shown to the i 
jury. Tlie witness explained this differ- i 
enee to them, by saying that all of the pa¬ 
per on which the bills are printed has to 
be wet first and after it dries it shrinks. 

But the court, to convict Jo.shua D. Mi¬ 
ner, has not yet been organized, and al¬ 
though it cost him a world of trouble, and 
some thirty-seven thousand or more dol- 
lare in money; he ultimately e.scaped sen¬ 
tence, and about the first use he made of 
his liberty, 'was to trump up a charge con¬ 
cerning forged Allentown School bonds, 
for the persecution of Cole. This cost Colo 
over thkty thousand dollars and kept him 
about a year in jaiL But whatever the 
straits of Cole be has ever had a faithful 
and unflinching friend in the person of 
Effle, his wife. It is a pretty fine point to 
decide, just when a wife should turn 
against her husband in the interest of 
the public,and not to discuss technicalities, 
it can do no harm to observe, that in a 
different line of life, the devotion and talent 
of Effie Colo would have done honor to wo¬ 
manhood- Five thousand dollars dead or 
alive, was the price set on tlie head of Tom 
Ballard, and adl the while that New York 
had any number of men, would dare hang¬ 
ing for five dollars; no one was found to 
discover and capture himi It has been 
said that the known desperation of the 
man, his volcanic suddenness and certain¬ 
ty with the revolver, and general ability, 
intimidated detectives and pursuers, and 
that he owed his liberty to being fearfully 
dangerous, K. this is not a slander upon 
the force of the Secret Service, the very 
men so timid then, have grown bold 
enough to face death a thousand times in 
the way of duty since ; overhauling the 
most reckless desperadoes of the great 
cities, without a thought of fear, and keep¬ 
ing up an actual war upon the fag end of 
the rebellion, in the enforcement of reve¬ 


nue l.iws .among the murderous moonslii- 
ners of the southern raountaius. 

The fact was, that, with the acquittal iif 
, Miner, the Governmeut ce.ased to have any 
impei-attvo need of the immediate captui'e 
of Ballard: tlie .Service was eegaued in 
other important mattei-s, and Joshua D. 
Miner was anxious that he should be kept 
out of sight. But there was another par¬ 
ty—a woman, and no enemy of Ballard— 
who was yet determined he should be ta¬ 
ken. not dead, but alive; her motive was, 
not hope of reward, but revenge on Miner 
and, withal, consideration for Ballard. 
She wished to .secure Ballard and effect 
the capture in such a way, ,as would again 
criminate Miner and make certain his con¬ 
viction. “I knew,” said she of late, “that 
Tom Ballard would be caught sooner or 
later, in spite of all he anti iliner could do, 
and I knew when this happened. Miner 
would stand away from him and the poor 
young man, who was led into crime by 
Jliner, would be sentenced without a show 
of mercy, to thirty yeai-s. I thought this 
would be too bail, and Josh Jliner, who 
made all the mischief, go free. I was 
promised by those who could have made 
good their word, that if Ballard could lie 
brought in and would testify, he should 
not be .sentenced for over five years. I 
knew that was his only chance, .and so set 
after him as sharp as I knew how, sparing 
neither time, trouble or money.” Then 
ensued a g^e of hide and seek of the 
most adroit and exciting kind; to fully 
describe which, would till a volume with : 
the detail of thrilling adventure. 

When a sharp criminal escapes, he does ; 
uot start off on a long crazy flight; but , 
disappears—as near his prison as conve- . 
nient—for a time. Ballard remained in j 
the city of New York, or its vicinity, week 1 
after week, before he finally departed for , 
the country. He was traced everywhere, ; 
and more than once was on the point of ‘ 
capture, but something always occiu-ed to | 
aid his escape. At one time he was with \ 
Joe Ballman at Harlem Lane, there his 
pursuer appeared and he moved to Kings- ; 
bridge, there he was found again and van. 
ished to Fortun Bay; once more disturbed, 
be flitted to another point near Spuyten 
Duyvil; from there, he was driven to a 
place near Yonkers, and being still fol¬ 
lowed up, be crossed the Hudson and staid 
some time at Bergen HiU, Jersey City. 
At last, both Miner and BaUard became 
thoroughly alarmed, and giving out that 
he was going to Califomia, Miner pre¬ 
pared for a long journey out of town with, 
his hunted partner and former pupiL They 
were seen to get away; but as on several 
former occasions, those who watched them 
were without authority to make an arrest 
and before an officer could be secured, 
they were gone. Needless to say, the trip 
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wa.s not to r.'Uifomi.a. but was away from only upon comparison with the record.s of 
Xfw York City. Some of MinerCs rela- the' Treasury Ocpamnent could they be 
rives owned a plantation in Florida and decided counterfeit. Experts in emfrav- 
Ballard. it has been stated, was for some ing declared the counterfeits to be 
time (Quartered thereabouts. ’ superior to the genuine, as works of 

Meantime •‘detectives ’.and oflHcials here art and in mechanical execution. Tlie 
and there, having their .senses quickened Depository of the Treasury at Chica- 
by the pro.spect of live thousand dollars, go redeemed one of them .and so blameless 
liegan to see visions of “Tom Bailarti;’' was the agent held, that Congress in the 
;n every handsome stranger that came | winter of 1875 passed a bill to make good 
under their obeervation. The Secret Ser- ! to him the loss. These bills were, after a 
vice was put to some trouble by these vol- | long, close search, traced back to Buffalo, 
untecr operatives and the idle information ' Xew York, where it appeared they had 
,riven led toconsiderable workandexpense, i been put in circulation. Bnffalo. the 


the reJiult of which was both comical and 
vexatious. On one occasion a report was 
sent from officers of the county in Mar¬ 
shall, Texas, that they had Tom Ballard 
there in jail, and wanted the money. Sat¬ 
isfied of the truth of the last half of the 
me88.age. at least, the chief of the secret 
service dispatched officer A. L. Drum¬ 
mond aia. New Orleans, to renew his ac¬ 
quaintance with his former prisoner, “Tom 
Avey,” if indeed he could get sight of 
him again. Drummond, who, among his 
other manly accomplishments, can “sling 
ink” with toleiable certainty, has ■written 
a curious and interesting account of his 
journey, it can only be stated here that 
the man he found resembled Ballard inas¬ 
much as he had a head on his shoulders, 
but not in p.articular otherwise. The peo- 

g le of Slarshall. who fully existed that 
►rummond would lay down his gold and 
take Ids man, were wofully disappointed 
and indignant. Drummond became un¬ 
popular, and as he had seen, to his aston¬ 
ishment, the inside of a Texan jaU, and is 
a man of family, he felt relieved when 
his business •was done in Marshall. This 
affair took place in the middle of Februa¬ 
ry, 1872, 

For a time, Tom Ballard, in disguise, 
and under various aliases, worked at his 
old trade of carriage painting in different 
parts of the country. He was at one time 
on Long Island, at Reading, Pa., at lEd- 
dleton, in the same State, at Rome, Oneida 
county. New York, at Rochester, in that 
State, and finally he became located in 
Buffalo. This is his own statement, and 
he accounts for his removals by saying, 
wherever he stop^d the detectives came 
upon him and obliged him to seek another 
shelter. 

In September, 1873, there appeared in 
different parts of the country, a number 
of excellently executed five hundred dol¬ 
lar United States Treasury Notes. Upon 
examination the engraving was identified 
as the work of Thomas Ballard, and the 
fibre paper 'was seen to be the same as that 
made by Ballard at the house of his broth¬ 
er John, 256 Rivington, street. Three of 
these notes were accepted at the Redemp¬ 
tion Agency at ‘Washington, D. C., and 


centre of many lines of land and water 
I communication, and upon the Canadian 
: border, offers unusual facilities to the 
I counterfeiter, and about the time above 
I stated, counterfeits of American paper 
! money were shoved to such an extent in 
I Toronto and Montreal, principal Canadian 
cities, that genuine bills from the United 
States were not accepted by the trades- 
I men and people, even at a heavy di.scount 
j below regular rates of exchange. The ap- 
j pearance of the five hundred dollar Treas- 
I nry note above described was accompanied 
I by a large amount of counterfeits, poorly 
executed, of the denominations and kinds 
of notes formerly counterfeited by Thom- j 
as BaDard, although his plates had been ■ 
captured as already stated. The Secret , 
Service officials were stirred up to increas- ’ 
ed anxiety and activity by these things, | 
and in a ve^ strange way circumstances 
favored their inves^gations. 

In the summer of 1874, one Jeremiah 
Reed, who for some time had been a resi¬ 
dent of Fort Erie, New York, called at 
Police Station No. 5, in Buffalo, and re¬ 
quested to see Captain Henry Dickerson. 
Tlie Captain being absent, Reed inquir¬ 
ed of special officer Joseph Henderson if 
there was a Government detective la Buf¬ 
falo, stating that he had reason to beKeve 
there was a gang of counterfeiters at work 
either about Buffalo, or not far away in 
Canada. As some such idea was afloat in 
many minds by this time, the hints'of I 
Reed were listened to with interest, and 
Henderson promised to make inquiry j 
about the Secret Service and forward the 
result to Reed at Fort Erie. Henderson 
stated Reed’s errand to Captain Dickerson, 
who found there was then no officer of the 
Secret Service in Buffalo. Henderson 
having thus had his suspicions aroused, 
conferred ■with David S. Reynolds, Custom 
House Inspector and formerly Superintend¬ 
ent of Police, and they two went over in¬ 
to Canada and obtain^ some slight infor¬ 
mation as to who the guilty parties really 
were. ' Knowing that a re'ward of five 
thousand dollars had been offered by the 
Government for the capture and con-vio- 
tionofTliomas Ballard. Reynolds, through ! 
Lyman K. Bass,' obtained authority from 
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le Treasury Department at Washington mate.s by ; 
■1 go to ■work and exrumne into the case, manded .u 
Ccynold.s, assisted by Henderson and cried a 


vigorous ’Knocking and de- 
lission. ■•Who is there.'” 
___ from inside the bouse. To 

j iilcker'son, began a thorough investigation 1 tills the officer made no explicit answer. 

! .f the matter. During the first part of! but continued knocking and threat- 
i -eptember, 1874, Secret Ser-vice officer Gil-I eued that if the door -was not instantly 
' '.ert B. Perkins was sent on from W.ashing-. opened, it should be forced. There was a 
ton to Bufi'alo. by onier of the Treasury De-; trifling delay, and just as Perkins was 
partment, and combined his talents with ! ready to break do'wn the door, some man 
the other officers named, in a joint effort | was seen to emerge from a wmd^ in the 
to unearth the counterfeiters if possible. 1 attio and cUmb upon the roof, “with the 
Following up the business with tact and j agility of a cat” The officers recogmzed 
energy, Reynolds and Perkins wore ena- i this man .os Tom Ballard, and ordered 
bled to arrest, on the 30tli of Septeffiber, | him to come down, when he began to nm 
1874 at Trenton, Michigan, seventeen | on the roof as if about to get away in 
miles east of Detroit in that State, two i some manner. A shot from a revolver 

men who were in possession upon their per-5 w.os sent over the house by way of ad- 
sons of counterfeits of five hundred dol-I monition, when the woul.l-be fugitive 

,— ’ denomination of ten dollars, on showed his a'c.id sense by offering to sur- 


the Farmers’ and Mech.anics’ National 
Bank of Buffalo, New York. The pris¬ 
oners were taken to Detroit and locked 
up over night, and being examined before 
United States Commissioner Davidson 
next morning, they were committed to jail 
in default of bail to the amount of seven 
thousand dollars each. The captured men 
proved to be Benjamin Ballard, alias 
Charles Marshall, alias Pun, and Oscar 
Finch, alias Lucas McGhee, or McGlue. 

George Ballard, alias George Hill, was 
captured in Buffalo, October 5th, 187't, 
and William Ballard and a man named 
Lee. were taken about the same time at 
Lockport, New York, for passing coun¬ 
terfeit money. George Ballard was then 
a stocky, sandy complexioned youth, 
guileless in looks, but sharp, and an ex¬ 
pert in chemistry and engraving excel- 


showed his go<.)d sense by offering to 
render and climbiM down outside the 
house among the officers, where he wa-s 
at once arrested and put in irons. Since 
his escape from Ludlow street jaih Thomas 
Ballard had been at large two years 
eleven months and fifteen days. “The 
ominious month of October” had again 
proven ill starred to him. 

As soon as their prisoner had been made 
secure, the officers taking him along with 
them, proceeded to search the premises. 
The oniy other occupants were two wo¬ 
men; one an elderly person, the same 
Ann Adams, aunt of the Ball.ard boys, who 
had resided with John Ballard at the mill 
in New York City, 256 Rivini^on street. 

“Aunt Adams” was at this time 65 
years of age, of peculiar appearance, and 
was afterwaM adjudged of unsound mind. 
The other woman was young, stout, and 
■ ■ ■ . v-. imown 


Xffiybr™rother Thomas Wrd. 

George^ locked up at number three i m Juba Bnttoig aims EL 

PoUm station in Buffalo, for three days, i Bn^n, but now cla^g to be -^e 

when, on October 8th, 1874, officer G. B.! of Ben Ballard, ^ per^n caUed her- 
Perkins had an interview with him, when 1 self “Julia Ballard, 

George offered in consideration of exemp- ' has by careless wnters, bwn ^fovmd^ 
tion^m prosecution for himself; to make | ^th that Juto 
known the whei^eabouts of his brother j bidy-Jike, faitWuF^e^f^om^^^ 
Thomas. 'The promise of exemption « ^ 


made young Ballard, and that night 
handcuffed and guarded by Perkins, 
Dickerson and Reynolds, he proceeded 
through a torrent of rain to Ferry street. 
Cold Springs, just west of the Avenue, and 
in the suburbs of Buffalo, and there pointed 
out the house, a small frame cottage, in 
which he stated Tom Ballard resided and 
where the counterfeit bills were made. 
George was then taken to number five po¬ 
lice station, in Buffalo, and again locked 

'^^iktrly the next morning October 0th, 
Perkins, Dickerson and Reynolds, with 
special officer Curtin, went to the resi¬ 
dence indicated by George Ballard as 
the head-quarters of the gang and — - 


of ■which last woman more is soon to be 
presented. After securing the occupants, 
the officers tunied their attention to the 
furnishing of the cottage. 

The establishment was found to be “a 
miniature treasury department on its own 
hook, fitted up -with every modern con¬ 
venience for counterfeiting,” but yet not 
so thoroughly complete, by any means, as 
the old Rivington street concern had been. 
A complete chemical laboratory was found 
in one of the rooms, presses and paper 
occupied another, ana the plates used 
in printing counterfeits were i&covered 
in a third. Among the paper taken was 
a large roll of imitation of the distinctive 
flbre'paper, equal in all respects to that 
manufactured by the secret printing ser- 
of the Treasury Department. In the 


rounded the ulace Perkins went up to vice of the Treasury Uepartment. ui me 
rh^di^r of the house and aroused the in- attic of the Ferry street mill was found a 
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pr;nni!g press, paint miJL paint .stone and aie casks were snb.stitiited. :md bi? onen- 
mul.er, paints, ods. cnemicuLs, plates. , mouthed stone jare. such :is housekeepers 
swmp press, paper on which to print the ■ might purchase to rill with pickles, were 
o^nrerieits. etc. In boxes, and scattered used, and only a chemist could guess at 
about the place one way and another, | the contents. In touching .a jar one of 
were counrerte.ts representing one him- ; the exploring party had a few tiAy drops 
droiied and rilteen tho^and dollars, fin- j of the colorless liquid, looking like cleL 
■shed and i^mshed T^e bills were imi-| water, sprinkled on his coat and Lo ! 
tations ot the ten dollar bills ot the Farm- i every spot soon turned the cloth a beauti- 
Mechimics ^a^onal Bank ofiful crimson. The visitors were glad to 
, the Syracuse Na- give this paraphernalia of the counterfeit- 

1 ^!°n.vl Bmk Spacu^. New ^rk and ers a good letting alone. A stick stirred 

1 the WatkiM N^onal Bank of Watkins, up from the bottom of one of the j^a 
: Acw iork. ^e bills were reported lot o^ counterfeit electro-plate.s, which 
tmely eiecu^ by the newspapers at were partially eaten away. ITiomaa Bal- 
, that time; but the troth was, they were lard was dainty, too. He liked pure water 
pnnted by bii^nglers from an e^ctrotype -counterfeiters seldom indulge in strong 
taken rrom the plate i^d at Rivington , drinks—and in his shed was a filter, fa&h- 
.-.tteet, Aew York City. Neither the | ioned by himself out of the simplest thin-rg. 

^ plate, nor the alterations of titles, could 1 It was only a canvass bag that ended in a 
have teen tee work of Thomas Ballard, 1 point, and in it were i^unded charcoal 
■ind the whole lot was scornfully dis- j and other materials, but from it the not 
: c!.aimed by him.as a parcel ot trash, - as 1 over clean well water dripped into the re- 
mdeed it was. compared to the goods John I ceptacle in drops as clear as diamonds. ' 

, CaUard struck £f^ the plates engraved , The house was his workshop and his 

building was about 20 bv 50 
him to Chiet H. C. 5^tley, October -6th, feet, a single story, with sharply pitched 
ISO. in >ew York city. roof, next the apex of which was a small 

In tee house were al^ foimd electro- , window. The lower rooms were suffi^ 
types ot the plates made m New York, : ently Ughted, and yet so judiciously cur- 
lor wunterteitmg the two dollar bills of' tained that there ^ no"^ danger o^' the 

the West Chester County Natio^l Bank, prowler outside discovering the charac- 
York, the First Na- ter of the occupation there carried on 
; tional Bank of Palrn^ ^ew York, and Entering the front door, the visitor fotu* 
the First Natioiml B^ of New York himselfin a 4 by 10 hall, the passage 

^ running crossways of the hou^Tand-s^ 

dollar bills of tee First National Bank of the extremity to the left was a doori^fi^ 

, Palmyr^ New York, pie ground floor this opened into Thomas BaUard’s wmST 

1 ot the hoi^ was provided with close- shop. The windows were curtained -iSSa 

1 sc^ns to the windows, white material, and besides the curtafiir! 

j which shut out observation, but admitted i there were white screens that mighiPb^-l 
the light. In one of the lower rooms was placed before them. Upon thetebleiaf' 
found an enmveris table, supplied with the centre of the room was all the ' 

finely finished trols; al^ a large quanti- rates necessary for the engraver, and 1 

ty of vanous cheimcals and apparatus, when interrupted through the investigi ' 
Among the other plates found was a good tions commenced by L. B. Benson, ^d ^ 

1 unshed counterleit on steek of the five so ably carried forward by his asa^tant, ^ 

1 doUar bills of the Bank of British North Gilbert B. Perkins. ' Thoi4s Ballard wm 
; America, of Montreal, Canada, and it was at work on the plate that was to have 

1 upon this, and his experiments in colors ‘‘bankrupted aU Canada.” One who saw : 
i and paper-making alone, that Thomas the partly finished plate—of the finest 
; Jiallard appears to have been at work steel—under a magnifying glass, and com 
while located in the headquarters of the pared it with other plates ftom which coun- 
terfeits have been successfully printed, ! 
That house, quiet and unpretending as was led to believe that Ballard’s stoteme^ ■ 
jt was m outward appearance, was the was no idle boast, “as in appearance the 
: laboratory of a man who could teach pro- others were no more to be compared to it 
j lessors of chemistry new facts relative to in fineness of execution than an ordinary 
; anything in which that science could bo woodcut is to a fine steel engraving ” 

"sed to md in Ip criminal art. The dL In this room, -besides the co^terfeit 

lapidated barn m the rear of the house plates, were the inks and dyes, and name-' 

; was the tepository of powerful electric less preparations in little glass bottles,- 
, batteries, none the less potent because the uses of which could only be guess^' 
i they were not constructed according to at- Pieces of chemicaUy treated paper 
, regulations. To have purchased glass jars which to the touch could not be dittin!^ 1 
of sufficient size might have excited sus- guished from the national bank currency 1 
picion, and so strongly hooped half barrel were lying about^ and here and there a 


i 

1 

>iu,'li proof wliero tests h.ad been made 
.[■ eoiors or in .stamping. One bit bore 
teverai imiiression.s of the carmine "Treas- 
■ iry stamp.” which, upon the scientificaily 
tecated paper, was so exact that none 
. ould diatinguish the difierence lietween 
•hem and the genuine. The die with 
■.vbich these impressions were made was 
picked up there. Besides the stulf in vials, 
rhere were little papers, here and there, 
filled with crystals of green, crimson, blue. 

• ind some colorless as a drop of water, 
r.ike the electric batteries in the barn, they 
u-ere severely let alone by the uninitiated. 
In theJiurried search through the premi¬ 
ses some few small vials were upset, and 
where they fell the floor was stained with 
hues as indelible as though human blood 
had been spilled and dried there. A 
spring bottom, single bed occupied one | 
corner of the room, and here the master 1 
1 of the establishment worked, studied and | 
slept as best he could with the knowledge : 
that each day was adding to the chances i 
of his detection, and th,at there was already 
a standing reward of $5000 for him, dead 
or alive. 

But if his workshop would have been a 
curiosity to the skilled mechanic, the sit¬ 
ting room, which was his study, would 
h.ave been none the less so to the ripe 
scholar in chemistry. Files of the SrUit- 
tifle American, and other scientirie period¬ 
icals, were there, nicely an-anged. The 
table was covered with books, treatises on 
practical chemistry and metallurgy, elec¬ 
tricity, paper making and photography 
prcdopiinating. Catalogues of books on 
chenaistry were there; fusion of metals and 
books of recipes; some of modem days, and 
some in the inspection of which an anti¬ 
quarian would have reveled. It was easy 
to see that Ballard had applied himself 
particularly to those branches of chemis¬ 
try which related to'coloring, electro¬ 
plating and paper making. There was 
little or nothing in the room that would 
distinguish it from the sitting room of a 
well-to-do mechanic, except in the exclu¬ 
sive scientific character of the books and 
papers. But few newspapers were there. 
It was noticed that a slip cut from one of 
them contained the eipoMof Nettleship, by 
Zeroth, about the Washington safe burg¬ 
lary, as clipped from the Sun a month be¬ 
fore BaUaid’s arrest. Besides these rooms 
there were two ordinary sleeping rooms 
(Ben Ballard, his reputed wife and an old 
woman were tlie other Occidents) and a 
kitchen and woodshed, but the counter¬ 
feiters business and materials seemed to 
be confined to the two rooms p.articnlarly 
spewed and to the attic, which was the 
printing department. 

There was no stairway, to the attic, 
simply a scuttle hole wliich could be 
reached with a short ladder, and here the 

i against the rai'tci-s of the roof "u cither 
side, leaving a sp.ace like an inverted .V in 
which the operators might work. Here 
was the printing pre.ss, and hero were the 
(lilforcnt colored inks, prepared and tested 
in the laboratory below. Only under the 
centte of the roof could a man stand u]> 
right, .and the light from the .single little 
window in the gable end was dim. and yet 
the amount of ‘•trash.” spurious money, 
i.ssued from that press proves that it must 
have been used pretty faithfully by some¬ 
body beside Thomas Ballard. An “art¬ 
ist’s proof” of the back of a five dollar 
note was among the articles found amid 
the litter there, aiul a counterfeit proof 
being a rarity, howc.-er plentiful coimter- 
feits may be. it is now in the museum of 
curio.sitie.s of the “ Flarugari Society” in 
Buffalo, New York, .iniong the odds 
and ends picked up was a piece of some¬ 
thing that looked like a mi.xture of putty 
and wax, bronzed over, and bearing the 
figures ‘‘10.” By careless handling it 
became bent, bnt it was nevertheless 
afterwards handed to Ballard for an ex¬ 
planation as to its uses. His first glance 
noted the defect, and he said: “'Why, 
you’ve spoilt it. 'Wlien you found that it 
w.as ready to have just .as nice a $10 me- 
ilallioii (the figures and border in the loft 
hand comer of the note) electrotyped 
from it as anybody ever saw. ” 

The parties arrested were taken to jail in 
Buffalo, and being brought before United 
States Commissioner Scroggs, four days 
after, on October 13th, 1871, were com¬ 
mitted for trial in default of bail to the 
amount of fifteen thousand dollars each. 
Thomas Ballard was taken to Auburn, 
New Yort and confined there in jail. The 
remembrance of the way he left Ludlow , 
street years before, tended to piitthose who 
had charge of him upon their guard, and no 
doubt was felt but that he would be forth- ' 
coming when wanted. Among the stories ; 
told at the time Tliomas Ballard escaped 
from Ludlow street jail, was one that he i 
managed to make a key of lead, before 
which the iKilts of that celebrated place 
of durance flew back as if by magic; the 
unbelieving, however, insisted the effec¬ 
tual key upon that occasion was a golden 
one, manipulated by the fingers of Joshua ! 
D. Miner. In Auburn jail Thomas Bal¬ 
lard remained quietly for three days, and 
then opened the doors of the prison and 
cooly walked out upon the streets of 
Auburn. 

To effect his escape, Tom Ballard dng 
the lead from around the ends of the iron 
bars which were fixed in the stone work of ' 
the window of his cell. For this purpose , 
he used a nail or something of that kind 
he managed to find. He then cut a mould 
for a key in the bottom of the hard wood 
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stool m his cell .and by-such means .as ho 
.',)ul<i oummaml. beat the lead he had 
taken from the window into the mould as 
i best he couhL and so most derterously 
formed a master-key. lit to open the baro 
between him and liberty. At a favorable 
time B.allard made eilective use of the key 
so stranijely manufactured. The English 
poet sings of “.Vubum, loveliest village of 
the plain,' ’ but the fugitive prisoner deemed 
this .Unerican Auburn the least desirable 
place of residence in Chi-istendom. Others 
might be in love with "Aubum locks,’’ 
but he earnestly desiied never to see them 
more. He struck out along the railroad 
lor a time, and then across the country 
around the head of Owasco lake, through 
Casacade and Moravia, away to Cortland 
some forty miles distant from his point of 
escape. At Cortland, the refugee went to 
the telegraph ofihce and sent a message to 
Joshua D. Miner in New York, city for 
money, of which he of course was desti¬ 
tute. By this time the whole country 
was full of the news of the prisoner’s es¬ 
cape, and thousands of eves were on the 
keen lookout for Thomas Ballard in every 
direction throughout Central Mew York. 
The pieculiar and ambiguous nature of the 
dispatch sent by Ballard, excited the curi¬ 
osity and suspicion of the telegraph opera¬ 
tor, and a mes.sage was sent from the 
Cortland office to Auburn for a description 
ol the escaped man. The communication 
received proper attention and such ar¬ 
rangements were at once m.ade as the cir¬ 
cumstances required. Min er gave imme- 
di.ate attention to the telegpnm for money, 
and when the p.ackage arrived at Cortlimd 
e cpress office, Ballard came there in dis- 
giii.se to receive it. But there were others 
there also, who, without his knowledge 
were in his secret, and when he demand^’ 
his remittance, he was at once arrested 
and again returned to jail at Auburn. ' 
WeD informed, good natured and viva¬ 
cious, Thomas Ballard was interesting and 
in certain things instructive, even in his 
cell. At different times after his arrest, he 
w.is called upon by various persons and 
with some of them he conversed quite free¬ 
ly. He ncverdenied or attempted to excuse 
his operations in Mew York; but disavowed 
his complicity, to a criminal extent, with 
the work done at Ferry Street, Buffalo 
He said the plates used there were mere 
electrotypes from work done in Mew York 
and that the plate of the counterfeit on 
. the bank of British Morth America, was 
not only on a foreign bank; but Vas 
to ^ used in part, in illustrating to'tha 
^ United States Treasury Department, a 
secret method he had perfected by which 
counterfeiting should be made quite im¬ 
possible. “I have,” said he “a knowL 
edge of chemicals, if I do look roudi and 
have discovered something that I exacted | 


whkto lor life, .^nd 

atone, m part, for my past career. Since 
^n at work wherever I oouid get employ- 

a uecent life. I had been on Ferry street 
arrested, S while 
’ 3^* ®"‘?aged in experiments upon 
preventing counterfeits; of 
wtoch I have STOken. If I had not been 
taken j^t as I was, I should have very 

^ States Treasury Department. I am the 

o^y man who has the secret, it would bo 
of^ greatest value to the Treasury De¬ 
partment and would enable them to print 
^tionai currency, tre.-ismy notes, bLik- 
biils, or anything of the kind, in a man¬ 
ner utterly beyond imitation. The pro- 
cess would serve the purpose of the Gov¬ 
ernment completely, and could but banish 
wnnterfeiW from the globe forever. 

T could be no two ways about it, and 
i wdl really convince any engraver con- 
Treasury De^Sment of ^ 
the truth of my assertion, or I will not say ■ 
a word if ttey push me to the furtherest. j 
1 propose to put the Government in pos- i 
se^on, on condition of my liberty. They 
will not hesitate to accept my offer I 
guess; but in case they should, I will never i 
give it away, I’d sooner die fliet. I 

I am a carriage painter and not an en- ' 
gr^er, (ironically) yet I can do almost I 
anyttmg In the way of work. As I do 
touch any whiskey, tobacco or other I 
rt^lMt, you see my hand is very steady. | 
As to the making of counterfeits, the rea- I 

^Jarge denominations are less frequentlv I 

im^ted than some small one, is that the 
.first takes more capitaL One of the 
needed for the counterfeiters work 
If ten thousand dollars, and every 

not that amount to invest. 
Ihen It is intended to imitate a thons- 
^d dollar note, he is compeUed to have ! 
two o^em to work from? Why he must 
have two notes, is a secret of mine and I 
am not giving it away. Then again it is 
a more difficult tiling to dispose of the 
large bills than the small ones. The small 
currency IS the run now, it is easUy passed 
and can be printed on an ordinary press, 
like a c^d or label What makes it diffil 
to handle, it the fibre paper; on which 
tte genuiM imprinted. The paper for Ma- 
rioMl bank ndtes can bo of Crane, af 
Dal^ near Pittefleld, Mkssachusetts. 

which can be bought, is used for 
railroad bonds and so forth, and is tlie 
sa^ a* that used for banlTbills, except 
^ bemg white. It can bo chemicaBy ton^ 
toaperfect tint, by the counterfeiter,when 
onco In his possession. The fibre paper 
however, cannot bo bought; being mode 
only by Wilcox of the Glenn Miii» West- 
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^^ester, Pennsylvania, under the Buper- 
Ejleion of government ofBcoi's. Consequent- 
% the counterfeiter, must make •whatever 
wper he needs for currency and treasury 
himself! ■ But the only leritimate 
jnanufacturer is Mr. Wilcox, and so you 
'See it must be made by the counterfeiter. 
(There are many thousand dollar counter- 
•feits, and such bills have been taken quite 
iWtensively, e'ven by those who should be 
'^experts. My process would put an end to 
’’sR kind of business, remove tempta- 
!tion and make the paper money of the 
, United States perfectly safe to l^^e. 
iir Thomas Ballard ■was chared -with ma- 
'king and engra'ring ootmterfeit plates of 
'the denomination of two dollars, on the 
■First National Bank of Palmyra, New 
-Tork, of ten dollars, on the Farmers and 
’Mechanics National Bank of Bufialo, Now 
I York, and the Watkins National Bank of 

I Watkins, New York. To this particular 
u charge he gave a denial from the first, yet 
K antimpated ho might be convicted, through 
»just prejudice, on general principles and 

II (»ly asked that he should not be taken to 
K Albany. His -wish •was not regarded, and, 

51 to bring his case before the next term of 

S United States Court in the Circuit, he 
was removed to Albany, pending trial. 
On the evening of January 16, 1875, Tom 
’• Ballard and four others escaped from con- 
flnement. Brealdng from their cells they 
[ cut through two fioors to the roof of the 
j jail and, lowered themselves to the wound 
' outside, by means of a line made of sheets 
taken from their beds in the prison. Bal¬ 
lard •was recaptured two days later and 
replaced in confinement. On January 19, 
1875, hairing contrived to make another 
•. “lead key” he -unlocked the door of hm 
cell and again started for liberty; but his 
usual ban luck still followed him, for at 
the outset he ran into the arms of a prison 
guard and -was deprived of his key, again 
u>cked up and g^uarded more closely than 
’ ever. 

•1 Thomas Ballard was brought to trial 
Tbeforo Judge Wallace in the United States 
1 Court at Albany, January 20, 1875. To 
t the specific charts, he plead not guilty, 
f and on review of the testimony m the 
\ light of discoveries which have taken 
? pume since, it must be said by those who 
[ j can comprehend the issue, that technical- 
C 1 ly, and in truth that plea -was consistent. 

5 i But the career of Thomas Ballard had 
I 1 been so notorious, his escapes and attempts 
E ■ to escape had been so bold; ho was sup- 
E posed so desperate and kno-wn to be so 
[ I dangerous as a counterfeiter in general, 
mlthat if any doubts existed, the prisoner 
[If-! -was allowed no benefit of them, and so al- 
lll' tliough he was ably defended the jury, 
rJl‘ g'lided by the evident and well-kno-wn 
nl opinion of the court, returned a verdict of 
n January 21, 1875, Thomas 


Ballard was sentenced to thirty years con¬ 
finement in the penitentiary at Albany, 
New York. The prisoner had reasonably 
hoped for and anticipated a different re¬ 
sult, and when his terrible doom was an¬ 
nounced he fell in a dead faint in the open 
court. Since then Thomas Ballard has 
been an inmate of the Albany penitentiary. 

The Buffalo, or “Ballard ga^” of coun¬ 
terfeiters, of which Thomas Ballard was i 
at that time supposed to be the manager 
and chief -was most effectually broken up ' 
by the proceedings described, and others j 
which took place in the same connection. 
TTie gang consisted of Thomas BaUard, 
Benjamin Ballard and Julia Ann Ballard, 
nee Britton, his wife, William Ballard, 
George Ballard and Aunt Ann Adarns; 
John Ballard not being re^rted. Beside 
all these members of the Ballard family, 
there were such desperate and well-known 
men as Clmrles Clovely, Oscar Finch, J. 
Da-vis, Orville Cummings and John Sainp- 
son, working in close conspiracy -with 
thorn. It is supposed the above parties is¬ 
sued and put in circulation in 1873, and 
part of 1874, well nigh a quarter million 
dollars of counterfeit bills, and in this 
was implicated that same Jeremiah Reed 
of Fort Erie, New Tork, who reported 
the gang to the Buffalo police. The day 
after the sentence of Thomas Ballard, 
Julia Ann Ballard, his sister-in-law, was 
sentenced for five years to Onondaga 
county jaiL Beajamin Ballard was im¬ 
prisoned in Michigan. William Ballad 
was confined in the penitentiary with 
Thomas. Oscar Finch died in Prison, ^d 
several others were rewarded according 
to their just deserts, one way or another, 
sooner or later. The promise made George 
Ballard by officer Perkins was honorably 
kept, and George went West, it is hoped, 
-to avoid the fate of the rest of his broth¬ 
ers. Little, if any, of the counterfeit 
“trash” made in Buffalo 'was offered there; 
the field of operation was Canada and the 
West. The boodles were taken to Fort 
Erie and there, at the house of Jeremiah 
Reed, disposed of to the large dealers, 
who supplied the actual shovers of the 
bills, as these last might be able to pur¬ 
chase. 

As soon as Thomas Ballard •was convic- 
•ted, the reward of five thousand dollars 
which had been offered for him , became 
payable. Out of the division of this re¬ 
ward and matters in the same connection, 
grew a series of personal quarrels, and 
finally a lawsuit, and through the allega¬ 
tions made in the case, a revelation of the 
inner history of the circumstances which 
led to the arrest of the Ballards. The 
house of Jeremiah Reed at Fort Erie, be¬ 
ing, as has been stated, the rendezvous of 
the counterfeiters and their wholesale 
dealers, jobbers of the queer; it happened 
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I that Williain Ballard was ot'ten there aaid 
became larauiar with the family lieimj es¬ 
pecially attentive to Reed's iiaui,ditcr, who 
, wa.s a handsome, attractive young woman, 
i In time Reed discovered that an illicit in- 
j timacy had existed between William Bal¬ 
lard and his girl, and moreover, William ! 
had put into her hands a counterleit ten 
dollar bill which she was liable to be j 
prosecuted for passing, either innocently ; 
I r otherwise. In his natural rage at such I 
double treachery and prostitution, Reed I 
I determined upon revenge against “the I 
whole Ballard tribe,’’ and provided to se- 
' cure exemption from arrest for the mis- • 

I guided daughter and safety for bimaaif 
, by informing against the parties whose 
! business and presence had brought such 
' s.ad results to his distressed household. 

I How he acted upon that determination 
I has already been related. The rewajxl 
j was divided equally by Treasury Attorney 
j Robinson between Reed. Reynolds, Dick¬ 
erson, Henderson and Perkins, share and 
I share alike; a thousand doOars to each 
: man. Reed put in his claim at the sug- 
I gestion of Perkins, and the lawsuit was 
j brought by Reed against Perkins to de- ' 
termine a settlement between them. But ' 

I the merits of that discussion are not a ! 
matter for review at present. 

As to the part George Ballard took , 

I against Thomas Ballard, in making known , 
j the hiding place of the latter, it forcibly re¬ 
calls the Scriptm-8 prophecy that: ‘ ‘brother 
shall deliver up brother to death.’’ A 
ci-iminal like Thomas Ballard places him¬ 
self outside of civil rights, and justly 
enough is held to have forfeited social con¬ 
sideration; George Ballard acted, as a good 
citizen and he receive<^ his rewai'd. Of 
course, he is in so much to be commended; 
yet we are glad his secret was kept by the’ 
detectives, until so late a date as February 
1, 1879, and that no knowledge of hia 
younger brother’s- virtuoua conduct, haa 
been allowed to aggravate the severe 
punishment of Thomas Ballard, inside 
the walls of the penitentiary at Albany, 

We gladly bid farewell to citizen George, 
to consider a matter in which devotion and 
faith shine forth, most evident in the 
character of a woman and wife, like some 
pure star, bright by contrast with clouds 
of sorrow in a night of crime. Although 
Thomas Ballard was at large for almost 
three years, with a standing reward of five 
thousand dollars offered for him, none of 
Ins intimate friends were induced- to give 
information against him and when the ffnal 
verdict came and he who so detested im¬ 
prisonment, was under bolts and bars for 
almost a generation then presently 
proof that the gi^t counterfeiter not only 
won the friend^p of his o-wn class of men, 
but was moreover capable of inspiring 

durlfig love in the heart of an honest honor¬ 
able woman. 


In the course of rose.arch. rpgnniing 
Thomas Ballard, a note w.as i-ecently .-ui- 
, dressed to G, W. Ca-silc.ar, Esq., the elfl- 
I cient Chief Engraver of the Bureau of 
I Engraving and Printing, of the L'niied 
I States Treasury Department. By his court¬ 
esy the -writer is enabled to present the two 
I folio-wing letters), which, appeai-ing hero, 

I make evident their connection with the 
i subject of this sketch. 

[ TniiASiniT DrpAR-rxxar. 

Bureau of Engravlnv and Printing. 

Q T._ „ June loth 1879. 

Jomr S. Dve, Esq., 

I^arSIr;—Yours of the 5th Inst, with aooom- 
P *°y‘ °g number of your Con.vrsBTOT i)z- 
TBCTOR, came dnlv to hanS -Th. lit. of- TT1-4-K r 


style of work, and knowioR the man to be one of 
the niMt skillful counterfeiters In this country as 
also tbs other Important and valuable Information 
your work oontaJns. 


Kci, iivui luo jiessrs. 
or Benson of the Secret Service Office, 
i^iy after his conviction Mr. Benson and I 
planned to go to Albany,and Interview Ballard, 
he being anxious to see me In relation to an Iml 
provementwhlohhebad made In making dlstfnct- 
lye paper, snlUble for OoTemment IssneiTwhloh he 
claimed would be an additional guard against 
counterfeiting, and superior to that now In use 
The Interview never took place, althongh snbsei 
quently a long Interview purporting to have taken 
place between Ballard and myself, wae published 
In one of the Now York papers. Herewith I en- 
close a letter that I received Irom Mrs. Ballard 
which may be of some Interest to yon. 

y°“ ““y reliable data further than 
Ballard s general record which Is accessible to all 
in the l^rot Service Division. I would cheerfully 
do I have no objection to my name being used 
la the sketch proposed. ,, 

Very respectfully youTSs 
QEO. 'W. CiSILEAH 


, Hon. Sir March iVtk 1878. 

’*• " On October lift one Tbomaf Ballard wm 
UTMU d In BnifaJo, and In Joonary wm tried at 
aentonoed to Aibaay Penlteatiarr for 
counterfeiting, ete.. making and 
pl^tea on the following bankas a $2 on 
the Flret^ational Bank of Palmyra, a ilO on the 
Watkins, * $10 on U^Fannera and Mechanics No- 
tionoJ of Buffalo. Will you pleas# examine those 
plates (trasiy and see tf they are engraved or elec- 
trot^es, M.r. Benson of the Secret ServSoe says 
he don’t think he did anything more than to out 
the tiUes in. WUl you please give Se UUm a 
glance and see If the work looks as though It was 
. done by an engraver or a novice. Should there 
any doubt remain, please give the backs a look. 

Soto and Sir ^Iter Raleigh, and see 11 the 
^ looks as though it was doneby an engraver 
- Hon. Sir, pardon me fbr appealing to you, but this 
,oaae la shrouded In mystery. In order to- get to 
the Dottom I am compelled to commence at the 
kevjtone of thearch. 

my hnsband. tells me he hod nothing 
;todo with, the trash, he was only engaged on the 
partly In order that he 
Brtng forth and snow an improvement to ' 
oM^^ Uberty. Traatlng that tiuUt la mighty 
“I* pre-rail; boplngto Boar ftom yoB-eoon, 

,-,(1^ g'> ^ remain Yoara,Be3p«otfulJy, 

No. 'ut W. 38th SL, New York City. '. ' ■ - 
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'■rhen Thoniivs Ballard was convicted at 
Albany, there were .several indictments 
p-ciidin^ airaiiist him in the City of New 
yoi-k. where his sentence would have 
teeen most probable, had he been brought 
V« n-ial. If the Albany verdict was teefa- 
fticaly -wrong, the subversion of the usage 
‘-•f the court is most unfortunate; more 
ck'plorable for the public, than the con- 
' let. the forms of law are the entrench¬ 
ments of society, the defence of personal 
freedom. The prisoner was regarded as 
.1 very dangerous person ancf many a 
banker and fliiancier breathed more freely, 
-vlien it was kno-wn he was at last in con- 
iiiiement, and some, in their -satisfaction 
with the result, were little disposed to 
criticise proceedings which had such a 
fAnuinatiou. 

In China, long ago, when the currency 
iiccame corrupted through imitation, the 
government redeemed 3ie issue of the 
-genuine, condoned the offence of the 
Aiuuterfeiters and took the skillful among 
them, as experts, into the public service. 
The principle of policy may have been 
questionable; but the practical result was 
;in end to counterfeiting for that age and 
I lie production of a new and superior kind 
of money, Lfi according to the proverb, 
•Tlie worst use you can make of a man 
:s to hang him”—it would seem, by a 
hindred reasoning, that the genius of 
I'homaa Ballard should be turned to a 
1 Hitter account by the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment, than left to perish with him behind 
the walls of “The Model Prison of the 
World’’ at Albany. In October 1875, 
Thomas Ballard addressed Hon, H. B. 
Bristow, Secretary of theTreasnry, in rela¬ 
tion to preventing counterfeiting and snb- 
oequentiy forwarded to the same ofilcial 
the memorial here appended. 


How. Sib;— In my prayer of October last, I omlt- 

teil to mention that which I deem mdst Important, 
thinking I would have a better opportnnlty to «i- 
jilatn It m full I now give It to the government 
without the hope of fee or reward, trusting It may 
K. ,1,. "’—--of saving my fellow man from fliUlng 
tnown to the 
he fibre or Jute 

through the localized fibre. This will be ai^ffeot- 
ual guard against making by hand. Many Ajsei^ 
leans think red and blue fibre more appropriate 
for the "British lion” than for an Ajneiloan ena- 
hlem. And a« the national currency reads ‘’Hav- 
In-g In posseeslon any paper made in Imitation of 
tho paper, eto.,” itwaslnlended forotherthanplsan 
hue paper. I wlH show tho government's pro¬ 
se by which etan. liberty honds. etc., can bo out 
rm a eertaln substonoe;. this substanoe can be 
plated gold or silver, the Stan can be localised, 
while tho stripe of tho denomination oan be.run 
through the same; the eagles or liberty heads eaa 
Iw distribntad as the red fibia Is at prssent- 1 do 
not wish to annoy yon again, -With yoor permls- 
>100 I -will make 1,000 sheets of fibre paper as now 
: ered by the governmeDt, and 1,000 sheets of my 
improved paper fteo of cost to the government for 

yonr Inspection. . If I can hut keep my fellow i- 

Irom falling Into prison, then Indeed have I 


note iret reduced to a pulp by accident at ... . 
otherwise, the denomination can oe told notwith¬ 
standing. 

The Improvement -will not cost the eovernment 
^ fifty dollars a year. I offer this feeble praver. 
earnestly pleading, not for myself, but for those 
who have not yet drank of this cup to Its bitter 
dregs. Again begging pardon for this annoyance, 

I am your obedient servant, 

Thomab Baij-abd. 

On the 12th, of May 1873 the occupant 
of “Cell 3” again -wrote to the authorites 
at Waahington, D. C., In relation to the 
same subject. This letter begins, “ See¬ 
ing of late that the government has taken 
active steps in the suppression of crime, it 
induces me to lay before you an improve¬ 
ment, trusting that by some suggestions 
of yours many may be .saved from a life of 
imprisonment and misery.” The letter 
then proceeds to speak of the facility -with 
which the paper money printed on the or¬ 
dinary whute paper, was counterfeited, 
and the rapid increase of the business. 
The plan propiosed by Ballard could only 
be carried out by machinery, it was copi¬ 
ously illustrated by diagrams, very nicely 
drawn. The main idea was to run two 
colored lines of various sh.-tpes through 
the paper, rendering it impossible to imi¬ 
tate it in any way by hand work. 

One of the most competent and discrimi¬ 
nating principal officials of the Treasury 
Department, writing under date of June 
14tix, 1879, to tile author of this sketch 
in regard to Ballard’s communications, 
makes the following comment: “The let¬ 
ters contained suggestions for making a , 
distinctive paper for the Government, 
which not only had the merit of original- j 
ity, but whlcir in my judgment would I 
have been difficult to counterfeit and I 
costly in its manufacture.” Officer S. B, j 
Benson, at that time of the secret service, 
had special cognizance and oversight of the ^ 
work of operative Perkins in the arrest of ; 
Thomas BaUard, he was convinced of the 
value of Ballard’s process of manufacture, ■ 
as were a number of others who should ' 
have been excellent judges in such a mat¬ 
ter. But to quote the competent official ! 
already referred to: ‘"rhe suggestions i 
Ballard made were not such as to com- ! 
mend themselves to the practical judg- | 
ment of experts, consequently they have 
not received any consideration.” It would ! 
be interesting to kuow the ^und upon | 
which the experts mentioned based their 
practical judgment. It would be very 
natural that an engraver should lack faith 
in an improvement which belittled 'ex-'” 
ceedingly the scope of his art in the 
service, and pointed for safety and 
tion a-way from him and his precise 
nipulations, to the rougher process of pie 
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paper raiiL Hie paper makers were niceiy 
provkled for as they were, and would 
therefore have been disposed, in all proba¬ 
bility, to leave what they considered good 
unchanged. 

Thomas Ballard offered to test the manu¬ 
facture by his method at his own expense, 
and hoped to secure his pardon upon the 
success of his invention, and when he 
found no notice was taken of so important 
a communication, his naturally vivacious 
spirits gave way to despair; imprisonment 
was especially irksome to him, his sentence 
for thirty years was for a lifetime, at least, 
until he was more than sixty-four years 
old, and there was a probability that he 
would live to suffer through them all; he 
was a person of imagination as well as 
genius, and the contemplation became un¬ 
bearable. It is related of Mungo Camp¬ 
bell a relative of the illustrious and noble 
^otch family of Argyle, that having 
been convicted of a capital offence Febra- 
itj :28th, ITTO, and confined in the prison 
of his native town of Ayer, he that night 
composed the following lines just befo 
committing suicide in his cell They e 
pressed the feelings of Campbell over a 
century ago. and describe the emotions of 
another sad prisoner in Albany at this 
time: 

•• Farewell, rain world ! I've had enonyh of thee 
“loo «ye« of me. 

Thy smilei I court not, nor thy’ frowna 1 fear: 

>Ty cares are past, my heart lies caty here 
What .ault thou flndsT tn me, take car© to «hun 
And look at home, enoug^h Is to be done.” 


On the morning of July 14th, 1878, one 
of the keeMrs of the penitential reported 
that Tom Ballard was not well and wished 
to see the warden. “I went,” said that 
officer, “to his ceU and found him lying 
down. He said: ‘Don’t punish me.’^l 
^uired, ‘What do you mean, BaUard? 
What is the matter? He replied, ‘I nn-' 
derstand I have been reportec^ but it is no' 
use, you won't punish me; I have 
my own life.’ Ho then pulled down the 
clothes and showed me his abdomen, 
ripped from the navel upwards. To make 
sure, he also severed one of the intestines. 
This wound had not bled much, and I 
asked him whence the pool of blood 
^me that was on the floor, and which he 
had attempted to screen from observation 
by throwing over it his red shirt and 
drawers. He then showed me a deep 
gash cut in his left arm on the insir|e and 
also a gash in his neck. He has been 
melancholy for two or three weeks past, 
and in letters sent to his wife he has inti¬ 
mated that he would make way with bim . 


I sm-gery .uiil excellent care, en- 

j abled to survive. On March ffd. 1873 i 
I the Mowing letter was written by Sur-I 
geon Hosldns, the physician of the Albaarl 
penitentiary: 

JoHx S. Drx. Esq.. 

_obtained the within sta 

Thos. Ballard and he sajs that you i 
at liberty to malce any proper nee of them He 

‘Of “me time. ’ I hav*,| 
K ^ ^ Vive the details of Ms case at pre^ 1 
o?th.°am 'th7 ^ 1 >>»ve been 111 much I 

of^e Ume this winter or I would have done so bi,r 
Yours Reepectiully, -! 
W. &. HOSKUfS^ 

Dear Sir 

In reply to touts of the lath. 1 will st 
IS in the power ol the Government to make bank 
auccessfully Imitated. The‘- 
principal security" will be In the paner I 
^Mrfully Impart the Information to any expert tt. 

“‘‘5’ appoint; 1 have not tLSeSs w 
defray the expense of sneh anlnvesUgatlon but as 
si slncertty and plain deallny 1 will 

“I “ 1 ol*lm, and It la found to be of real be 
eflt m the pu^c, then I would ask some mercy 
s^wu mef T^ree years a^ I offered to boar tow 

tWmeZ *“ I 

}° loertlons -t, 5, 1. 7. 3 and 9 they poi^ 
personal matt«r<e r _ 


o, 0,7. 8 ana 9 tJ 

‘o answer* 

1 will add I am innocent of the par^ * 
Bornlnl840,anAm!JjLS 

"l*®*!* <1'« outaSdl 

hi^h state of perfection f perhaDS anT r>th*rM 
man In the United SUtea P* “7 oinsi* 

^pianklng you for the skill and attenOon glveil 
I am your obedient sorrant* • •'* 
THOiLAS BAIilkAJBD i 
, CoUISS, ’ ■ 

Albany County PonltontlarT, ' 
Aijujit, February 28td ISTt, 


self.” 

It Is an aipiment in favor of the'tot^ 
abstinence of Ballard regarding intoxica¬ 
ting stimulants, that horribly wounded as 
he was at this time, the prisoner was 
through a good constitution, aided by 


, Beside his unproved method for i 
tm^ve paper Thomas Ballard holds 
self in readiness to reveal a secret to the' 
Government in relation to engraving which, 
ho says will surpass anythmg extant ini 
that Ime of artistic performance. On th»‘ 
wngest day of the year, June 20th, 18'‘'‘ ^ 
the money exerts of Buffalo, New^o- 
were startled by finding they had accepts 
a counterfeit of the supposed unimiUbl? 

Treasury Notes of the series' 
It IS evident and undeniable, that' 
still more effectual safeguards mutt 
found for the future protection of the cr- “ 
renoy. 'The magnitude of the intere 
mvolved ^d the ability of the count, 
^tere still at largo admit no indccisif 
The Secret Service pashes its energetic < 
rations, multiplies arrests uid secures n»j 
meroua convictions, filling the priso^ 
which is necessary and we3, thonA in r" 
^yi e:p)ensive. “An Wfix» of preventii 
It is the dn: 

, of the Government, whenever it 
, forestall temptation to wrong, by 
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■ Time impossible. Let the counterleiter be 
.iiiprisoiied. the false comer punished: to 
this end no trouble is too great, no expense 
inisapplied. Yet, without disparagement of 
any, it must be said, improvement is im- 
jierative and so imjiortant is the demand 
tliat the Treasury should have the full 
benefit, of a complete knowledge of any 
and every suggestion of possible utility. 
To leave, through negligence, through false 
pride, through sriueamish notional policy, 
through personal selfishness; or for any rea¬ 
son, a CTeat and serviceable invention, 
imtesteo, unused; is the extreme of dis¬ 
loyalty, faithlessness and foUy. To hesi¬ 
tate to utilize for the Government, the 
demonstrated almost miraculous skill and 


suffering worse than death, asks pardon 
that he may serve the state; is a severe, 
stupid, mistaken policy at any time—in a 
public emergency like the present: in a 
case like that of Thomas Ballard, it is a 
blunder, worse than the crimes for which 
he suffers imprisonment. 

It is not necessary in this connection to 
i-efleot with undue .severity upon the offi¬ 
cials of the Treasury Department or the 
artisans employed under them—the great¬ 
ness of their successful service is patent to 
the world. In the right line of routine duty, 
there may be small occasion for fault find¬ 
ing; there may be all sufficient energy; en¬ 
terprise to match ^atoccasion—the power 
to compel conditions and arrange events, 
these the Treasury Department has made 
manifest. But in certain things, circum¬ 
stances like the application of TTiomas 
Ballard, in the need of his service there is 
a demand for especial consideration, a 
peculiar and delicate responsibility which 
may in reason impose constraint and doubt 
upon any and all mere executives of the 
law. From this painful care such officials 
have a right to be relieved, and the proper 
course to be pursued should be imucated 
by a competent committee of the United 
States Congress. Less im]^rtant meas¬ 
ures have received weeks of investigation, 
and commanded liberal appropriations. 
Should any number of Honorable Repre¬ 
sentatives examine the claims and preten¬ 
sions of Thomas Ballard, it would be no 
more than his particular ability deserves, 
and they would in aU probability find 
reason to give him the means and the 
freedom to be of eminent public benefit. 
In such an event the body which makes 
the laws would have no difficulty in deal¬ 
ing with the exigency, they in the interest 
of the people could phrase their enactment 
as equity, justice and the common good 
should require. 

'The letter from Thomas Ballard, which 
precedes the last few paragraphs, although 
addressed to Surgeon Hoskins, was in an¬ 


swer to one I'orwanied to Ballarii by 
John S. Dye, in search of correct miorma- 
tion for this present article. Hie phrase 
in the letter. it is better to let evil deeds 
die out,” acquires a tragic significance in 
! the light of subsequent events. It is not 
' well to aiivertise the weakness, the follies 
and crimes of mankind; or perpetuate the 
I memory of wrong doing to gratify a mor- 
‘ bid taste or vindictive spirit; yet a« every 
dangerous coast requires its beacon fight: 
as ‘‘history is Providence teaching by ex¬ 
ample,” there is need of a fair account of 
some phases of evil, since therein must 
appear, as a warning, the hardness of the 
way of the transgressor, and most often 
the fearful end of such a career. 

On April 16th, 1879. in the afternoon, 
Thomas BaUard being at work with a 
sharp knife, suddenly drew that instru¬ 
ment across his throat, making a wound 
about five inches long, severing the muscles 
and blood vessels, and cutting the wlnd- 
pipe almost asunder. For many days after 
: the rash act, he did not speak and his death 
j was looked upon as absolutely certain. But 
itseemsthatafter alLfate which to him had 
. surely been severe, had not flnaUy doomed 
, Tom Ballard to a horrible death by suicide. 

! Happily a Divine Providence, still granted 
space for repentance, ordained, perhaps, 
he should Uve and through the wisdom, 
grace and clemency of the Government 
fulfill his cherished purpose of preventing 
counterfeiting; “atoning” as he says, 
“by the usefulness of the future, insoine 
degree for my past career”—“saving my 
feUow man from falling in the pit I am in. ” 
On the 2lBt of Jnn^ 1879, the man who 
committed Hari Kari on the 14th of July, 
1878, and otrt his throat April 16th, 1879, 
was officially reported “ nearly recovered 
and now quite oheerfoL” “Ballard has 
alwa^ been a weU behaved prisoner, obey¬ 
ing the rules strietly, and has given no 
trouble at all to the institution, except in 
his attempts at suicide, though very sensi¬ 
tive as to his humUiatiug position. He re¬ 
grets very much his recent attempt on his 
me and signifies his full determination to 
quit counterfeiting business should he live 
to get out and follow an honest life.” say 
the authorities of the prison. And now 
at the end of this wonderful, strange, 
tragical, sad history; the writer refers the 
reader back to his opening pai-agraphs, 
confident the contents of the intervening 
jiages fully justify the remarks of the 
preface, and if beyond there are those who 
ask the moral of it aU, he can but observe 
to such its demonstration is impossible. 


-r lo« uie nobfe mind desp&Ir; 

■When pressed by danger and beset by foes, 

The gods their snooors Interpose. 

> -.k ---— -i_>— .,1 whelmed with grief. 
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THE KING OF JHE KONIAGKERS; 

The Great American Briber; 

Ia£iGM of Arts ani Master of Tticls: 

JOHN PETER McCartney, 


Pete HcCAETyET, Alixis Thoioj* Ho- 
CAniTTET, Allas Joe "Woods, Alias -" 

DaVTS, a li.ia Robert L. WtLUKBy Aliim 

Charles La:^q Alias Aedre-w Long, 
Alias Professor Joseph Woods. Alias 

-Warrer, Alias CajtaTH Judd, Alias 

-Miller, Alias Jares Carter, AJias 

Mr.-Bbowh. 


opportunities of speculative financiering, 
which through public carelessness becom-. 
j ing irregular and dishonest, not only do-' 
graded popular conscience, but by de-] 
" DaucKing the currency created abuses of“ 
which counterfeiting was not by any 
means altogether the very worst. 

A co mmuni ty which could endure the 
old style currency of this country and 
,ailow itself to be swindled, by shyster 
.banking, year after year, foe decades, 
ofiTered a premium for imposture and 
p^ved the way for crime. Whan com¬ 
pared with the '‘Wild cat,” “Red dog” 
and other fraudulent yet “genuine” issues 
of their time, the handsome counterfeits 
of the currency put out by the old time 
coney men, were not only equal in artistio 
appearance, but in fact based o» little lessi 
and about equivalent in value,,' It was a. 
popular remark among the men of busi¬ 
ness at that time, that they preferred 
good counterfeit on a solid bank, to any 
genuine bill on the shyster institutions. 
All this of course favored the counterfeiter 
to the greatest possible extent and gave 
him reason to conceive, that however dmi- 

f erous his course of action, he cpuld be 
ut little worse than some of hi? neigh¬ 
bors, who as pretentious “bankers” 
claimed respectable positions in society. 
During the war for the Union, circum¬ 
stances, as noted in our sketch of Thomas 
Ballard, again encouraged the production 
of coimterfeit money and the activiiy of 
men like Ogle^ Boya, McCartney, Miner, 
Ballard, Cole and iJTrich, has been one of 
the demoralizations due to long continued 
Oiv^ strife. • ■ ■ ; ■ - I 

"The suppression of the gntii S<wtherni 
xebellion, not only decided,Unitedl 
of America to be a.^aid<\n not: 


^tidn of the Treasury Depaitsnent, the 
BTMt war left us The. Secebt- Sebvtoe 
PrvTSiON, a blanch of the Department, 
•which originating under General gcott, as. 
J ^military necessity,” has been continued, 
improved and applied to excellent use in 
times of peaces a sword .ohang^.into a 
plowshare that has “ turned np ” ,anany 
an extensive “plant”..«f the TOunter- 
feitex; and unearthed of fl=in - 

^erous frauds and criinets which but for 
its deep r unnin g furrow, -would niever ha-re' 
been brought to light for correction. i 
yjVVben the Government shall hare carried 
OM, ;the^ improvements , still, confessedly; 
pos^Ia in pur monetary,anangements:.if; 
tha same .watchfulnesa.jia oontinaed by 

„ ---- Chief Janies J. Brooks and his fn.i«-v»frii[ 

restless, fearless, preemineptly inventive ai^ competent subordinatesof the Secrek 
population intensely inspired -with the Service, it -will demand an inconceivable 



In the United States of America, -the 
crime of makin,g and passing counterfeit 
money, has been stimulated by peculiar 
and national conditions, tolerat^ by a 
lax public sentiment and facilitated by 
the institutions of a spieculative, defective 
and corrupt financial system. A new and 
frea country. Sparsely settled, fiBod ^th 
the spirit of exciting enterprise 


aspiration for great and sudden wealth, 
presented the very circumstances and 


- , , --- inconceivabW 

(teyelopment of criminal ingenuity, to suo- 
cesifally counterfeit and corrupt our fiit- 


BIOGRAPHT OF JOHX PETER AlcCARTXEY. 


47 


are Xational currenev. Whatever-will aid 
.^uch an end. becomes a patriotic duty and 
nothing can be more serviceable in the 
case, than popular knowledge of the char¬ 
acter. manners and tnethods, of the able 
and desperate class, who have made coun¬ 
terfeiting money a business, indeed in a cer- 
: tain sense, a regular profession! For public 
instruction; to promote the safety which 
comes of intelligence, the records of such 
representative counterfeiters as Cole, Ott, 
Ulrich and Ballard have already been 
•written. Filled as the preceding sketches 
are with valuable information, special 
“points,” fer the expert and interest to 
all, they would be quite incomplete, -with¬ 
out an account of McCartney, the man 
everyway their master, the veritable “King 
of the Koinackers.” This bad “preemi¬ 
nence may bo claimed by some for others, 
but the careful reader of the history of each, 
•will find no reason to deny the fitness of 
the distinction has been mven that -versa¬ 
tile criminal. The Great American Briber, 
Magician of Airts and Master of Tricks. 

John Peter McCartney, was bom during 
the year 1834, or soon after, of poor re- 
s-pectable Irish parents, in Shelby County, 
lUinois, not far from Xeoga, Cumberland 
County, in the same state. When he was 
seven years of age, McCartney’s family 
moved to Neoga, lUinoLs, where he re¬ 
mained until well ctowu and when a big 
boy, was employed by a farmer at Mat- 
toon, lUinois. Being stout, active and 
industrious, he became useful to his em¬ 
ployer, secured his confidence and was 
weU treated. The conditions, of a new 
country and his o-wn oircumstances, de¬ 
prived McCartney of an education even 
such as the common school gives the 
youth, of older oommunities. Though able 
to read and -write, his proficiency in those 
arts has never been more than mdhnental, 
his letters being rough locating documents 
and his spelling a wonder of crooked or¬ 
thography! The studious habits of Thomas 
Ballard, were the prelude of a career of 
crime; but that cannot be any disparage¬ 
ment of popular education, since the un¬ 
lettered. Iterance of McCartney, was no 
security against a precisely similar course 
of life. .Ine natiural abilities of young 
McCartney-were excellent in every way 
and he manifested a quickness and versa¬ 
tility of aotion and acquirement as signifi¬ 
cant as the name he bore, of the quick 
witted race from which he had his origin. 

While employed at Mattoon, McCartney 
made the acquaintance of a £^Qy named 
Johnston, some of whom were printeis 
and- en^navers and becoming interested, 
he rapidly learned much of me art of en- 
gra'ving from them. William R Johnston 
alias ^william Smith, -whs the brother-in- 
law ’of Miles Ogle, the last having mar¬ 
ried Johnston’s sister. The Johnston’s 


were known as a family of counterfeiters; 
the grandfather, father and lirotber of 
’ William R. Johnston, having like him 
: been convicted of that crime. AVlien atKiut 
' eighteen years of age McCartney desired 
■ to visit his friends in the northern part of 
; Illinois and notified his employer of his 
I purpose. The farmer approved of the in- 
I tended journey and in his good -will pro- 
i posed to furnish a team and supply Mc- 
; Cartney -with a small stock of goods, 
which he might sell and barter along the 
route and account for the proceeds on his 
return and have half the profits. 'The 
venture proved successful and the result 
satisfactory on both sides. Breaking faith 
•with those he allowed to trust him, -was 
not characteristic of the young farm la¬ 
borer oi Mattoon- 

According to McCartney’s o-wn state¬ 
ment, it was on the above described trip, 
that he first conceived the idea of making 
and passing fraudnlent, bogus and coun¬ 
terfeit money. At the time the West was 
flooded -with paper money, broken banks 
were numerous and small bills abundant. 
One day, while alone on the prairie, look¬ 
ing over his large stock of one dollar bills, 
the thought came to him, why should .-my- 
body make one dollar bills when it was 
just as easy to make fives or tens? Think¬ 
ing how easy it would have been to make 
more money by simply changing the fig¬ 
ures, it occun^ to him that he might 
change the figures, and so increase the 
amount of his property. At this time the 
question of right or -wrong In the matter 
did not occur, to him, although it did 
afterwards. Looking upon the paper as 
money In itself, Ida reasoning was that it 
would be a good thing to make more of it 
by increasing the denominations of the 
bills. He accordingly began 'hi* 
ments by carefully scraping oat **bnelj” 
amd pasting “fives” and ■“tens*’''bver 
them, cut from bills of broken banks. ’A 
few trials satisfied him that it could be 
done snccessfnlly, and his life as a coun¬ 
terfeiter was commenced. 

The easy road to wealth thus opened to 
his vision made him un-willing to settle 
down to common labor again, and so after 
settling -with his employer be started on 
his own account. After -visiting friends 
about Covington, he made his -way to 
Indianapolis, where he first attempted his 
new trside. Sauntering about to-wn ho 
entered a grocery store, made some pur¬ 
chase and tendered one of his raised notes. 
On taking it up the grocer observed “ I 
don’t know about that,” which of course 
suggested detection- But it proved to be 
only a question of ability to change, for 
the money drawer -was opened a favorable 
ans-wer given and the change counted-out. 

It is officially stated, that of all the 'idult 
criminals found in London, Englandj’ihot 
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two in a buniired have entered upon their 
eourse .it enmo who have Uve<i to the a^e 
of twenty years in an honest life. In fact 
nearly ail grown up criminals began tlieir 
career of doing at from ten to sixteen 
years of age. To this general rule it may 
be seen McCartney was no exception, ani 
moreover, when once started on his crooked 
road, he made counterfeiting a business he 
followed with diligence, pertinacity and 
success. To perfect himseif in engraving, 
he early made the acquaintance of the 
famous cutter, Ben Boyd; at aU events 
they became acquainted, and McCartney 
improved by the example and instruction 
of Boyd the skill in engraving he had ac¬ 
quired from the Johnstons. McCartney 
served no regular apprenticeship to the 
trade of an engraver, but having observed 
the operations of the Johnstons and Boyd, 
he set himself at work, and although he 
had at the time never been in the office 
of a regular engraver, or had proper in¬ 
struction, he executed a plate which sold 
readily at a good piice. Ben Boyd, who as 
an engraver was equal perhaps in some 
i-espects superior to iIcCartney, was at 
one time an apprentice for about a year of 
ilr. James Edward Smith, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, after which Mr. Smith, who is now 
in that place, left the city for some six 
years and lost sight of the young man. 
Boyd finished his apprenticestup under the 
tuition of Hat Kenzie, a well-known coun¬ 
terfeiter of Cincinnati, and as is known 
became exceedingly well qualified. 

Before the war of the rebellion McCart¬ 
ney was extensively engaged in the mann- 
facture and circulation of false or bogus 
coin; his first acquaintance with that 
branch of crime having been made at Cin¬ 
cinnati, where it was carried on at a fac¬ 
tory out in Walnut HiUa, the principal of 
the concern being a prominent citizen of 
Cincinnati, a church member and one of 
the school board, named Taylor. As oper¬ 
atives in the same business, McCartney at 
tViia place and time saw a Mrs. Ackerman, 
the v^e or widow of an old German coun¬ 
terfeiter, and her two daughters, Martha 
Ann Ackerman and Almiranda Acker¬ 
man. Martha then being a girl thirteen 
years of age, veiy bright and skillfal having 
been engaged in printing counterfeit bills 
in her father’s house wheu she was a mere 
chUd but eleven years old. 

In 1S52 McCartney became a resident 
of Indianapoli^ Indiana, which cdty con¬ 
tinued to he his principal headquarters 
for several years, and where he acquired 
considerable real estate. His ostensible 
business was that of a dealer in horses, but 
he did not confine himself to any one busi¬ 
ness, but working in various ways made 
whatever he did subservient to the grand 
purpose of pa-ssing counterfeit money. In 
Indianapolis McCartney became well ac¬ 


quainted with manv of the older residoncs. 
and when actually in Uio place, lived at a 
house on North Illinois street, between ; 
First and Second streets, which building ' 
he owned as he at one time did a house ! 
and lot on Noble street; a house and lot ^ 
on South street and a whole block on 
West North street. These properties were ! 
worth at least i}25,000, and “Joe Woods,” i 
as he sometimes called himself, lived in | 
the style of a fortunate trader and specu- i 
lator. 

McCartney did not .-ichieve all this with¬ 
out trouble nor without some notoriety, ' 
he had been in tight places more than ! 
once, but always managed to escape, being 
ever ready to pave the way to freedom 
with bribes, or take the most desperate 
chances of physical danger when such a 
course seemed to be the one necessary. 
In 1862 he was arrested at a military camp 
in West Virginia for passing counterfeit 
money, and staited under a guard of sol¬ 
diers over the Baltimore and Ohio Rail¬ 
road, in car Number 170, for Washington 
and the Old Capitol prison. It was at this 
time that ilcCartiiey literally jumped into 
public notice. He had been taken in a 
manner that left no doubt of his guilt, .and, j 
moreover, realized the diflTerence between i 
military usage and that he ofitald have se- : 
cured under other circumstances. Tlie 
prospect before him seemed the most dis- i 
couraging of any in his experience. Tlie ! 
soldiers who guarded him were watchful, 
they had taken the precaution to doubly 
iron their prisoner, both his arms and legs 
were shackled, still tlie stout hearted coon-. 
terfeitermade the best of the situation, kept 
quiet and watched for and calculated his 
chances. “I didn’t want to go to Wash¬ 
ington,” he said afterwards. “I didn’t 
like the looks of that arrangement. I could 
manage the boys out West. I Aod man¬ 
aged them frequently. It cost me a heap 
’of money to^ sure, from time to time, 
but T wac'afways a cash man you know, 
and money win fetch ’emi In Washing¬ 
ton I thought it was different. And b^ 
sides I hadn’t just then a pile of the ready 
by me. So I watched the guard and made 
up mind I had rayther not go to Washing¬ 
ton. And I didn’t! 

'The train was a fast one and when it 
was under full headway well on in the 
course of the journey the guard trusting 
to the manacles upon the prisoner and ; 
thinking no sane man would attempt to 
jump off at such fiying speedy even if un¬ 
fettered, relaxed in some degi^ their vigi¬ 
lance, McCartney did not friil to notice 
this, Wt it had hardly gave him a gleam 
of hope. He had however come to coiv- 
sider the case one of life or death with , 
him, he determined not to go to Washing-' 
ton alive and yet when he felt his irons 
and noted the speed with which the train 
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swept ahead, it .seemed to him an attempt 
at (.'scape, w.as about the same as suicide, 
“ Even if I do not break my neck or Limbs 
in the tumble ’ ’ thought he, as he has since 
said, “I cannot (get away, wearing these 
infernal fetters.” However he had do- 
cided and quietly stealing to the rear car 
door ha sprang out and was gonel 

The train swept on—as there was a 
slight curve in the road, just beyond; the 
cars were out of sight of the spot, in a 
moment. 'The prisoner was quickly missed 
and one of the officers of the guard pulled 
the alarm-cord, the train presently stopp¬ 
ed; in much excitement the soldiers 
rushed back in search of the man they 
had taken in charge. The train had been 
running some thiriy-flve miles an hour; 
the officers expected to find the reckless 
fugitive dead, beside the track; or at least 
thoroughly mashed if at all alive. But 
McCartney could not be found in any con¬ 
dition, nor did that party ever see his face 

Fettered as he was, when he made his 
reckless leap for liberty, McCartney natu¬ 
rally enough caught an ugly fall, he struck 
fortunately for himself, upon a bed of 
loose gravel beside the roadway, yet came 
to earth in such a forcible and awkward 
manner, that two of his ribs were broken 
and he was almost stunned by the tre¬ 
mendous shock. ‘ ‘ I was hurt of course, ’ ’ 
said ho afterwards, “but I at once got off 
the track and hid among the weeds, until 
I got my breath, then I made my way into 
the woods as best I could, where I hid 
again and kept quiet until all was still and 
the train gone on; after this I painfully 
struggled on for hours until comparatively 
safe, there I secreted myself again and 
with a stone finally broke the irons from 
my limbs. I-suffered from hunger and 
from the bruises I had got, but struck 
daylight at last and after two day# 
reached friends where I rested In. safety. 

The shaking np and down whic£i he re¬ 
ceived, with we excitement caused in de¬ 
tective circles by his escape as described, 
caused McCartney to court seclusion for 
a season’ he brought home nothing but 
broken bones from his West Virginia 
campaign; his bad luck turned his mind 
to arts of peace and deeds of love, he be¬ 
came an (grating dentist in the employ 
of Dr. C. Granville French of Springfield, 
lUinois, and there in 1864, was married to 
the same Martha Ann Ackerman he had 
seen years before at Cincinnati, with her 
sister Almiranda and the mother Mrs. 
Ackerman, engaged in false coining and 
printing counterfeit bills. In the mean¬ 
time Mrs. Ackerman had become the wife 
of the notorious John B. 'Trout, a counter¬ 
feiter and criminal, for a long time the 
terror of the whole Mississippi valley. 


The young woman who be»*ame Mrs. 
John P. McC.mncy was Tory h.ui<l»oni(t 
I and much devoted to her hushaiKi; itio 
! was the child of a couple of old icho(jl 
i counterfeiters, bom and bred in the midst 
; of their operations, was bright, keen and 
I intelligent, and had become a entio and 
an expert in relation to ail kinds of 
crooked operations. Notably McCartney 
had chosen a worthy and competent com¬ 
panion and helpmate. Still it was not a 
mere marriage of convenience, for he was 
a man of strong domestic attachmenta. oa 
afterwards became manifest. 

After his marriage McCartney gave dil¬ 
igent attention to what he had come to 
consider as his regular business, ho man- • 
aged matters adroitly as usual but could 
not escape what he regarded as the amioy- 
ance and persecution of attentions from the 
officers of the law. In 1884 McCartney 
located at Nauvoo, Illinois, and while there ■ 
engraved the plates from which he printed . 
the counterfeits of the ten dollar United \ 
States Treasury Note of the greenback; 
variety, issue of March 10th, 1862, which ! 
counterfeit bUls ho, having made extensive J 
arrangements for that purpose, immedi- ' 
ately circulated in large quantities. The . 
ten dollar plates made at this time were ; 
kept in criminal service and largely used 
until finally surrendered to the United 
States Secret Service by Mrs. Missouri 
Rittenhou.se, of Osgood. Indiana, in No¬ 
vember, 1868, when hor husband Jefferson 
Rittenhouse and her brother Lyle Levi 
were arrested with other counterfeiters at 
Osgood. 

During the year 1868 McCartney was 
arrested in St. Louis, Missouri; he had 
been industrious and successful, and had ■ 
in his possession over eight thousand dol- ' 
lars in good money. To use his own ! 
comparis^ he “ escaped as easy as falling ' 
off a log,”' - He declared that he found no • 
difficulty in buying hisVay out of danger. 
“I was flush,” ha remarked, “they had a | 
pretty sure thing on me then and I was well | 
known. But I managed to leave the jail I 
—the city and over eight thousand dollars 
behind mo there one night, and I haven’t 
been there since to make inquiries as to 
what was thought as to my French leave- 
taking of 8t. Louis and the hospitality of 
its municipal officials.” This was a per¬ 
fectly characteristio move aU the way : 
round- As a citizen remarked: “It takes ' 
a man -with stern ■virtue to hold Peter , 
when he is in luck. Ha shakes down 
well!” 

About these days 1866, 1867, 1868, 
McCartney conceived and carried out a 
new scheme; under the name of Professor 
Joseph Woo^ he went to Missouri, them 
to Minnesota, and then almost every¬ 
where, up and down the West, lecturing 
on “Counterfeit Money and How to De- 






















reel It." At this bmncli 'f '?iiui^atinn 
i’roiessor 'Voous ' reported that ha 
wail. Ac the same time McCartney, 
thohe dececcives who knew him tor what 
he really was, assumed a deal of penitence 
for his past career, and stated that he 
wished to abandon counceneitinardorever. 
Ho urave wise, sagacious hints to Ti-ejnsury 
oificials and bankers, and was altogether 
quite a rosebud of moral and virtuous 
promise. Meanwhile the famous coney 
men Miles Ogle, alias George Ogle, alias 
J. F. Oglesby, with James Lyons, alias 
Murphy, “his boodle carrier and right 
bower;’’ the pair not being as well known 
as they afterwards became, were at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, engaged in the constant 
manufacture of counterfeits. Of the live 
dollar United States Treasury Xote, of the 
ureenback variety, issue of March lOth, 
1S(>3, and of the twenty dollar United 
States Tieasory Note, of the greenback 
variety, issue of Alarch 10th, 18611, irom 
plates then just finished by the deft hands 
of “ Professor Joseph Woods “ in his true 
character as John Peter McCartney. 

A skillful engraver can cut a counterfeit 
of the greenback plate in from six to 
twelve months. Incredible stories have 
been told of the ropidity with which 
iIcCartney engraved the five dollar plates 
.above descrived. the time of his entire 
work upon it having been positively seated 
to be less than two weeks. McCartney 
was a fast man in more ways than one^ but 
such a performance in the time given would 
have been a miracle, or the doing of one 
inspired. The fives from the above plates, 
though handsome when well printed, do 
bear marks of haste in. the engraving of 
the same; but the twenties were excellent, 
and though iIcCamey improved this plate, 
retouching and altering it from time to 
time to the end of his career, it from the 
very fact produced very dangerous imita¬ 
tions of the genuine, and placed him at the 
head of the Coney business as a “ cutter ” 
or engraver. It is suggestive of the char¬ 
acter and value of the public teachings as 
“ ffrofessor Joseph Wo^s,” that the coun¬ 
terfeits made at Fort Wayne with others 
were regularly passed as change from the 
tickets oifices of the various halls and 
lecture rooms where that expert and public 
benefactor so frequently held forth. It 
was true that Martha Ann, as she after a 
time saw her husband in possession of a 
competency, urged him for the sake of 
her child to give up Ids dangerous pui-suit 
of the coney trade, and he an mote than 
one occasion promised com;) I lance with 
her wishes; but the faseiuatiou of bus 
course of ci-ime was too strong upon him; 
he kept on until refoi-m or even change 
seemed impossible. However the plea of 
Martha w..8 prudential merely for she 
aided and abeted “Peter” in all ids 


hemes to the best of her keen abilitv 
i when he had once eniraged in thorn, and 
When he became involved iu trouble and 
danger, she came to his help with a faith- 
I foi seal and discretion mors suggestive 
of womanly atfeotion, canning and peracd 
nal courage than, of regard for the law or 
any horror of a criminal life. 

During the summer of 1860 McCartney 
was arrested in Illinois and taken to Sanga¬ 
mon County jail at Spiingrteld in that State 
for confinement. On his person,, among 
other things, was found two thousand dol- 
I.ars in good mone> .which was deported by 
the officers having him in charge in bank 
at Springfield for him. On the eleventh 
or twelfth of October, McCartney having 
been in jail but a short time, the money 
I he had in bank was turned over to his 
I wdfe Martha Ann, who arrived in Spring- 
j field soon alter the commitment of her hus- 
I band. When the officers of the jail went 
I their earliest morning rounds on October 
j eighteenth, one week after ilartha received 
I the money, they found the doors of the cell 
I of McCartney and his cousin, were open, 

I as were- those of the corridor and the out- 
j side wall of the jail. The two prisoners 
I were nowhere to be found, and Mrs. Mc¬ 
Cartney had disappeared with her hus- 
[ band. Considering the notorious charac¬ 
ter of McCartney and the circumstances,^ 
was most positively assumeii that some one 
had been bribed to allow the escape. Tlie 
sheriff at this time was William Crafton, 
and naturally suspicion fell heavily upon 
him. He was indicted for complicity in 
the matter and vigorously prosecuted for 
two days, but there was actually no Evi¬ 
dence against the sheriff and he w'is'ac- 
qultted. '^ ;' 

Being questioned about this affair soma 
time after, McCartney said.' ‘.‘..'The prison 
where I was then confined was a.'mighty 
poor structure: “ I had no trouble in going 
through that jail; it wasn!t a comfortable 
place, and I ffidn’t like my quarters, so 1 
stepped out early one morning and left the 
premises and the neighborhood.” Ha al¬ 
ways insisted that the accusation of Sheriff 
Crafton was unju.st, as all his help came 
from outside of the jail and altogether ih 
the shape of “keys,” pretty well adapted 
to his purpose, which were supplied by 
persons in no way connected with the 
jail, not residents of Springfield, or even 
of Sangamon county. All of which is 
quite consistent with the fact that Mrs. 
McC.artney had money and made libend 
use of the same, even if Sheriff Crafton 
and his subordinates got nothing irom 
her. 

John Peter McCai-tney was at this time 
a Hftle over forty years of age, and in the 
perfection of his power and faculties.. He 
was somewhat large, strongly framed and : 
stout limbed, weighing one huudr^ Mid I 
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iing rive of wondei-t’ul nerve, full o 
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..'ciieraily piepossessing .ippeanince, goo<l 
and regular features, wearing a full natural 
black beard and hair with bushy eye¬ 
brows. In a crowd wearing a common 
dress, lie would have been taken for an 
ordinary person, frequently passing as a 
farmer or drover. 

A closer inspection, however, led to a 
different conclusion. Under the bushy 
eyebrows were to be found a pair of cold, 
piercing, half shut, grayish-blue eyes, so 
changeable and quick that they have been 
described variously, one officer reporting 
them “a beautiful brown.” .Above the 
pecuUar eyes, spread and rose a broatl and 
high forche.ad, giving an indication of 
mental capacity, to which a clean cut reg¬ 
ular, aquiline nose added a .suggestion of 
.sharpness and decision. These features 
formed a counrenance which habitually 
wore a keen, watchful expression, as of a 
man continually on his guard, and the 
whole appeaance indicated to the trained ' 
observer a subtle, cunning and powerful | 
pei-sonagu. Desite his regular leatures, i 
the face of McCai-tney seemed to be nar¬ 
row. he had a cjmical, crafty look, calcula¬ 
ted to excite distrust; yet his manners 
were even, quiet, those of a gentleman, 
and averted suspicion, while his whole 
form and bearing were the embodiment of 
.activity, resolution and imperious will. 

In hia speech he was reserved, in fact 
taclturu. In the presence of strangers he 
was always wary and alert, apprehensive 
of danger; but. among those with whom 
he felt safe, he was l3te to be social and 
fiuent even communicative, about his own 
ordinary afltiira,.but always very silent 
about the doings of other people. He was 
an- interesting talker when he chose and 
though'uneducated, bad a vast fund of 
general knowledge which he discussed 
with good sense and judraent. When 
pressed for information he did not wish to 
give, he had the faculty of rapid practical 
and witty conversation, for any length of 
time, from which however the aggravated 
listener could never leam anything to the 
disadvantage of either the speaker or any 
of his oriminal associates. McCartney 
would have been an object of interest to 
any Intelligent person, under any circum¬ 
stances, although least aware curious eves 
were studying his character; he had be¬ 
come one of tie very best and most rapid 
engravers of counterfeit plates and an ex¬ 
cellent plate printer; he was a good practi¬ 
cal manufacturing chemist and capable of 
skillful mechanical work in almost any 
connection. He was moreover known to 
be “ a most resolute determined untireing 
fellow in any undertaking, toward which 
from inclination or for profit ho once freely 
turned his attention, “undoubtedly a man 


plans he iiiiglu conceive. ’ Such w;is the 
principal ot' the pair, who escaped from 
Sangamon County jail iu the fall of 1866. 
and who thus ilc.scribed. was an object of 
detective vigilance sought for in every (ii- 
rection. Although he so tx) .speak, “picked 
up” his art, owing little to textbooks and 
instruction, McCartney became very skill¬ 
ful; he invented a machine for copying the 
geometric scroll work on the greenback 
treasury notes. He chemically discharged 
all the color from treasury notes of small 
value, to get paper to print coiintorfeits of 
those of a larger denomination, instead of 
making fibre p.aper after the manner of 
Thonnas Ballard. Thus he made a fine art 
I of counterfeiting and as one safeguard 
after another was adopted by the govem- 
ment, he enlarged the scopie of his pro- 
i cesses and was able to meet the most deli- 
' cate tests the Treasury Department had 
devised. 

McCartney’s field of operations was 
chiefly the West and South, yet his bills 
have circulated freely in all parts of the 
country. Although he had at an early 
date his headquarters in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, and never abandoned entirely the 
scenes of his boyhood near Nevga, Illinois, 
yet he had his haunts in many places and 
making extensive connections, carried on 
business from various points at the same 
time. Thus he operated from Indianapo¬ 
lis, Indiana; Nevga, Illinois; Louisville, 
Kentucky; Cincinnati, Ohio; Dayton, Ohio; 
St. Louis, Missouri; Chicago, Illinois; De¬ 
catur, Illinois; Fort Wayne. Indiana; 
Portland, Eentnoky; Dallas, Texas; and 
a number of other Western and Southern 
towns. He was beside an extensive trav¬ 
eler and in one way and anotheti roamed 
over the West, traversed, the East and 
quite- thoroughly canvassed the whole 
Mississippi Valley. At the time of his 
escape from jail in 1866, or soon after, 
McCartney .established a centre of opera¬ 
tions for himself at Osgood, Ripley coun¬ 
ty, Indiana, in the house of an old coim- 
terfeiter named Levi, where the head 
coney men of the South and West, had 
from the early days jn 1830, a fitting ren¬ 
dezvous. It was a queer little old house 
that of old man Levi, a log cabin built 
around -with addition after addition, each 
one increasing the facihtiee for entrance 
and exit, untU at last '» better hiding 
place, or a more convenient place for a 
meeting, could not be found or imagined. 
The house stood on the outskirts of the 
town, about half a mile from the 
centre of the village. There McCartney 
was often welcomed, there he transacted 
a great deal of business in his peculiar 
line and there too, came Miles Ogle, the 
members of the Driggs family and mem- 
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bcrs of many another gang of queersmen 
besuie: ail of whom came to know Mc¬ 
Cartney and look upon him as the master 
spirit of their wide-spread schemes and 
combinations. 

The most important personage among 
the co-workers of McCart.-ey was Martha 
Ann, his wife, and next to her, Fred Bie- 
busch. a German resident of St. Louis, 
Missouri, a heavy capitalist and wholesale 
dealer in the queer. Biebnsch and Mc¬ 
Cartney were personal friends. The Ger¬ 
man came from Prussia in 1844, was en¬ 
gaged in counterfeiting for many years, 
and though arrested in ail some fifty times, 
escaped imprisonment by the use of mon¬ 
ey in adroit management, until December 
SOth, 1870, when, at the age of forty-seven 
years, he was immured for fifteen years in 
the State’s prison at .Jefferson City, Mo. 
The right hand man of McCartney in his 
shoving operations was Lyle Levi, the son 
of the old man Levi, of Osgood, Indiana, 
owner of the rendezvous already described. 
They were close companions, and McCart- 
ney could not have made a better selection 
of a man for his purpose. Lyle Levi was 
merely a dealer and shover of counterfeits. 
He was coars^ uneducated, vulgar, boor¬ 
ish in all his instincts, yet possessed of a 
shrewd, quick. LnteUect and an indomita¬ 
ble courage and perseverance which noth¬ 
ing could daunt. He was a common man, 
jovial in his low way, strong as a bull and 
feared by his associates, whoso respect he 
gained also through his shrewdness. His 
intimate associates were sporting men, 
gamblers, horsemen and drovers. Every 
year he would take some of his fine horses, 
of which he had a large stock, and travel 
around to the various county fairs. There 
he was in clover, and he made these the 
chief places of his criminal work. He was 
so powerful, vicious and revengeful that 
even if his neighbors did happen to see 
him somewhat crooked in his dealing, 
they were little disposed to make them¬ 
selves busy spreading the report. He was 
regarded as most decidedly “a man not to 
be fooled with, ’ ’ and though audacious to 
a degree, was the very ideal of a success¬ 
ful shover, and as such did an immense 
amount of work for hi* friend McCartney, 
received a great deal of good money on his 
own account for his service and for a long 
time met with no adequate punishment. 

Lyle Levi was a tall, spare built man, 
almost a score of years younger than Mc¬ 
Cartney. He had large loose joints and 
was exceedingly supple and active. In 
any kind of a fight he was as u^y a cus¬ 
tomer as any one need to meet. He was a 
splendid marksman, and could snuff a 
candle with a pistol ball at twenty paces. 
He had a homely, long face, with a viUain- 
ons cast of countenance. His cheek bones 
were prominent, his forehead high, his ap¬ 


pearance shrewd. He had a very bad look-c 
I jug eye, a long hooked nose, and his bear< 
1 ing was that of the perfect des^rado and 
did not belie his character. He was n<A 
I handsome or good, but to a manufacture! 

; of counterfeit money he was more—he wa* 

I exceedingly serviceable and reliable if well 
I managed. 

[ The Levi family consisted of the parent* 
and four children, two sons and two daugh¬ 
ters. The oldest son was named Iss^ 
and though suspected of complicity i 

counterfeiting and other crime, ■'- 

proven guilty. Lyle Levi has alreat 
oescribed. ^e sisters were namec 
issa Lyle and Missouri Lyle. Clarissa be. 
ing the eldest, married a man named Lee,/ 
and they made their home in Seymour, In¬ 
diana; The Lees were poor people and 
though she kept up her relations with her 
father’s family, Mrs, Lee worked hard and 
constantly as a wash woman, and had 
friends among respectable people in her 
neighborhood. She was arrested in time, j 
but nothing was established to criminate < 
her directly. SUe was of a dull min d com-, 
paratively, and of whatever she may have 
been guilty, seems to have taken buti 
small profit from anything. ! 

Missouri Lyle became Mr^ Missouri 
Rittenhouse, her husband, Jra. Eitten- 
house, being a celebrated counterfeiter, as, 
well Imown as the family he married into, j 
Mrs, Rittenhouse was an entirely different- 
kind of woman from her sister Mrs. Lee.( 
At the death of “old man’'Lyle, Mrs. Rit-* 
tenhouse came into possession of the home¬ 
stead, where she continued to live and 
where she manifested all the qualities r*. 
quisite in the mistress of such an estab¬ 
lishment. She was a robustj handsome 
and courageous woman, of a masoaline na- 
turn, and yet in her manners' quite well! 
behaved and ladylike. NaturaHy shrewd, 
and quick, she had been'welt educated. 
The daughter, sister and wife of counter-' 
feiters, she could but become thoroughly 
informed in the profession of the queers- 
man and an adept in all its intricacies Etnd. 
m^teries. She was essentially “strong- 
minded’’ and determined, and could be as. 
bold and audacious as any occasion re¬ 
quired. Though discreet and careful in 
her public deportment, she could fix her 
bright blue eyes in a stare that would put 
an^ ordinary man out of countenance 
quicker than he could tell the story of his 
psychological discomfiture. Mrs. Ritten- 
hemse m^e few female acquaintances and 
was quite incapable of t^ small,weak¬ 
ness# which indicate the defective' train¬ 
ing of some of her sexl Her woman’s wit 
and her comeliness however she retain^ 
and she knew how to make herself attrwv 
tive and interesting. ' .AQ these peculiari-, 
ties made her a skillftil and daiing manip¬ 
ulator and most effective “shover,” espe- 
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•idly among the men she fascinated. 
■Vith McCartney Mrs. Rittenhouse was on i 
:he most intimate term%; her home was his i 
.topping place and what he said was law i 
to the establishment. .An offer was once 
made her to turn McCartney over to cer- 
-ain olflcei-s, for a very large sum of mon¬ 
ey; this she peremptorily refused to con¬ 
sider, saying; “I would not for the world ; 
Pete McCartney is the best friend I have 
on earth.” The Lyle family manufactured 
nothing, but Lyle Levi and Mrs. Rittenhouse 
were managers of whole gangs of shovers 
and through their operations, under the su¬ 
perintendence of McCartney, much of the 
queer produced by the Driggs family, by 
Miles Ogle, and by McCartney himself, 
was thrown into circulation. In adthtion, 
McCartney worked with the family of his 
stepfather-in-law, John B. Trout; with I 
Ben. Boyd, W mek Hammond, Charles I 
Walters, and more or less directly with all | 
the coneymen of the United States and | 
Canada. About the time of McCartney’s | 
escaped from Sangamon county jaU as has i 
been described, Ben Boyd married Almi- 
randa Ackerman, the sister of McCart¬ 
ney’s wife. The brothers-in-law remained 
fast friends for several years, but finally 
disagreed about business and never spoke 
a word to each other up to the time of 
Boyd’s arrest, October‘Jlst, 1875. 

As a counterfeiter McCartney was above 
^judice, versatile and played all porta. 
He began by “bugging” and raising small 
notes; became a shover and a falsa coiner 
of silver and gold; acquired the art of en¬ 
graving; made hia own plates and sold 
them; made others and printed from them; 
sold his own bills wholesale or retail; 
bought plates and bills to sell and worked 
in every disguise, putting his own or oth¬ 
ers’ make of queer into circulation. He 
had an exceedingly low estimate of men, 
supposed everybody could be bought and 
by this moans always expected to escape 
and often did so but not finally. He had 
the faculty to appreciate ability in others 
and made bis selection of special a«uta 
with discretion, then treating them fiber- 
ally, worked through them and with them 
and stood squarely by hia partners when 
they became involved in trouble. When 
arrested himself he kept hia own council, 
never betrayed others and eiercised the 
utmost liberality, cunning and bravery in 
his struggle for freedom. In this way, at 
different times he practiced medicine, 
served as a peddler and as a drummer or 
commercial traveler; gave lectures; acted 
as ant agent of the secret service and as a 
Treasury expert; represented a gentleman 
of elegant leisure; au artist; a cattle or 
mule drover; a miner; a stableman, &c^ 

I and whpn hard pressed by detectives, 

. would locate in Washington, D. C., and 
lie concealed almost within the very shad- | 


ow o[ the Treasury buildings. 

To gee at ail the I'accs of .such .a Life is 
well mgh impossible, and to state them 
would fill volume after volume; in this 
connection the reader must be content to 
follow the current of time and from the 
authentic history of pnneipai and char¬ 
acteristic events, gather the useful infor- 
mation the case has to offer and realize 
the nature of the era and the person con- 

Sometime after the escape from Sanga¬ 
mon county jafi, October 18th, 1868, Mc¬ 
Cartney started business as a daguerreo¬ 
type artist under the name of Warren, at 
Cairo, Illinois. There he spent some time 
and probably gave satisfaction to the beau¬ 
ties of that low lying section of the coun¬ 
try; at all events, he made use of his time 
to study chemistry and experiment in col¬ 
ors, inks, &c., and thus improved in the 
art of the counterfeiter, even while work- 
at an honest business, 
rom Cairo, Illinois, McCartney went 
to Rolla, Missouri, changing his business 
to that of a livery staDle, buying out a 
party already in that occupation in RoUa; 
here he continued until 18G9, not entirely 
absorbed in contemplation of his horses 
however, and having more than once to 
fee liberally certain ofBcers, who, in St. 
Louis and elsewhere, had politely put him 
under aiTest for one cause or another. 
One day in 1869 there came to Mr. War¬ 
ren’s stable a gentleman who wished to 
hire a team for a little journey out of town. 
The sharp sighted McCartney recognized 
a pai-ty who had been familiar with his 
arrest at Mattoou, IlL and his escape from 
jail atSpringfleld, Illinois. “I sawthrongh 
his business at a glance,” said McCartney, 
when relating the circumstance. “This 
fellow was after me. I told him I would 
drive the horse to his hotel at once. He 
went back, I took what loose money I bad 
in the till, jumped out of the back win¬ 
dow, and as fast as possible left Rolla and 
my would-be customer behind me. Ha 
did not pull me.” 

The faithful Martha was left to close out 
the livery business and follow her spouse 
into some other place of seclusion, all of 
which she did, intelligently end weil, as 
was her habit of action in difficult circum¬ 
stances. McCartney’s tracks were fol¬ 
lowed up however from this time more 
diligently, and he was arrested again and 
again, but invariably escaped. When un¬ 
able to escape by bribery or audacity when 
fairly cornered, he on several occasions 
gave up counterfeit plates and money 
which he had or procured and making 
promises of future good behavior, he 
would get off in consideration of his fur¬ 
therance of the purpose of the government. 
But it was impossible to induce him to ex¬ 
pose his coufedeiates. Some of them 
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■I'-ere knowTi oounterieiters and all marked 
I Eut they were coo vitplant to Uj- 

■ tray clieni-eive* to conviction, and Mc- 
i Cartney kept their secrets with a hdelity 

I worthy the noblest brotherhood in soma 
hoiy cause. 

(inr.e, before his escape from RoUa and 
his livery stable. McCartney was arrested 
and of the event he has told his own ver¬ 
sion: “ I was not,” said he, “at tJiat time 
dealing in coney; but I knew where there 
were largo amounts of counterfeit notes 
and plates of National Banks and I offered 
to give up all which I had concealed or 
which I could get of money, places, dies, 
etc., and I would agree to live anywhere 
tliac Government might designate, and 
would pay the expenses of one of its own 
others to wawh me for one year, if they i 
would promise not to pursue me further, 
but give me the chance to follow some 
honest business and give up the coney | 
ti-affic of which I was tired. But the men ' 

^ then in the Secret Service didn’t want me 
^ to go out of the coney trade. This was 
evident to me. They would agree to any¬ 
thing, but would perform nothing satis- 
factorih-, and so I paid and run away from 
em. I had done this before and I re¬ 
peated it. They couldn’t catch me and 
hold me, and they didn’t.’’ McCai-tney 
also suted that he was at one time actu¬ 
ally in correspondence with the officials of 
the Treasury Department concerning the 
prevention of counterfeiting, wherein he 
says he gave valuable advice to his own 
detriment, but of no benefit to the public, 
because the men then doing the work 
of manufacturing the paper currency, 
through their interested iufiuence pre¬ 
vented improvements which might have 
made the business they did less profitable. 
He also claimed that at one time ha had 
an arrangement by which the government 
paid a certain sum to his wife and children 
yearly, so long as he kept from counter¬ 
feiting or other crime, and that he kept to 
the contract until Congress neglectecf the 
appropriation, when he became suspicious 
and returned to his old course of opera¬ 
tion, like the life long counterfeiter which 
he was. According to McCartney, he was 
a man deshous of peace and a quiet, honest 
Ihe, but driven into crime by the corrup¬ 
tion and cruel impertinence of Secret Ser- 
vi^ men and other officers of the law. 
His briberies he considered as huge prac¬ 
tical jokes, and when he recalled the for¬ 
tunes he disbursed in that way, he came 
to consider himself as at once a victim of 
circumstances and a practical philanthrop¬ 
ist of high degree. , 

McCartney was ^rres’ed at Mattoon, 
Illinois, la February, 1867, by the City 
Marshal of Mattoon. Among the effects 
taken upon his person, w.as a check for 
his baggage, upon presentation of this 


;heck at the Railroad Bairgage Room, the 
I officers received .a re^l chest containing a 
press, some printing materiai, a roll of 
note paper and twenty three thousand 
lour hundred dollars in counterfeits of the 
Compound-inteiest L'nited btates Treasury 
, notes, of the denominaiion of fifty dollars. ' 
j Upon examination, McCartney was held for : 
trial and in delault of bail, was committed ' 

to old quarters in Sangamon County jail | 

at Springheld, Illinois, and subsequently i 
released on bail of one thousand dollars, ; 
which 18 said to have been furnished by i 
the Chief tiien in charge of the Secret I 
Service Division. What information the ’ 
pnsoner gave, or what he Eurrendered in i 
consideration of this virtual release, has > 
not been made public, though doubtless i 
important McCartney did not return to 
claim his property sealed up in the red 
box in the government storeroom and as i 
time went on, the case through oversight, 
fell into abeyance and forgetfulness. 
Subsequently the box was discovered 
January 26th, 1867, through the diligence I 
of P. p. Tyrrell of the Secret Service and I 
being broken open, the contents upon ex- ' 

ammationprovedtobethepress, paper, and ' 

counterfeits already described. Mr. Tyr- i 
rell saw this evidence properly worked rO 
and the case was reinstated on the Crimi¬ 
nal Dooke^ by United States Attorney 
James A. Connolly. i 

M^time the career of “Peter McCart- I 
ney had become too notorious for the 
credit of the Secret Service and local offi¬ 
cers and quite too successful and long 
contffiued for the good of the geaend 
public. Three Operatives, Applegate, 
Lonergan, and John Eagan, were put up¬ 
on his trail by Chief H. C. Whitley, soon 
after his accession to office and in the fall 
18m McCartney concluded it best to 
withdraw for a time from the gaze of tii* 
pnbHo, to a place where he could be quiet 
and unobserved, while he occupied him¬ 
self to making arrangements for future 
Accordingly he migrated to 
Portland, Kentucky, and there ho went 
the neighborhood and selected an 
old house, which was occupied and for 
which he paid a bonus to the tenant and 
moved to at once. The party who left the 
house, for some reason suspected the 
stranger and reported the circnmstances 
to the Chief of Police at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, 'I ho local officers looked into the 
matter and shortly afterwards. Detective 
rily fou^ a quantity of counterfeiters 
tools m McCartney’s house, also a print¬ 
ing press, rolling machine and full sets of 
plates for manufacturing counterfeit 
■.greenback” notes. There “Alexander 
^ was arrested by tbepoUce and bo 
being a notorious rogue, was taken to 
Louisville jalL Martha McCartney was also 
arrest ed, b ut McCartney himself was not to 
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' 1 'O i'..ad for the asking, not being about the 
pi.aoe when the LoulsviIIo police made their 
raid. The Chief of the Secret Service 
liearing of those arrest.-!, sent officer Eagan 
to look up the affair, but when ha reached 
Louisville, he found Mrs. McCartney h.ad 
been discharged by the United States 
Commissioner and the Secret Ser>'ice man 
had his journey for his pains. Not long 
after in August 1870, McCartney was ar¬ 
rested in Cinemnati, Ohio, in company 
with one Charley Johnston, no counterfeit 
money was found upon McCartney, but 
he had three thousand five hundred dollars 
of good money in hi.s possession. John¬ 
ston had over four hundred dollars in 
counterfeits, in twenties and fives, green¬ 
backs and fractional currency, with a set 
of twenty dollar greenback plates, Mc¬ 
Cartney and Johnston were both locked 
up in jail. Once more, John Eagan has¬ 
tened forward from St. Louis for his long 
desii-ed interview with “The King of the 
Koniackers;” bnt when Eagan arrived in 
Cincinnati, McCartney had departed; broke 
jail as usual and flown to parts unknown! 
The three thousand five hundred dollars, 
taken with McCartney, was not forthcom¬ 
ing when called for. In time, Chief 
IVliitley recovered fourteen hundred dol¬ 
lars of the amount, which was sub.se- 
quently returned to its owner; but the 
remaining two thousand dollars, was re¬ 
ported to have been stolen from the desk 
of the police office. “They shook it out 
of me,” said McCartney afterwards; 
“But I will get it yet.” They also de¬ 
clared that I was only “a stall” and that 
my release was part of the arrangement 
m^e for another purpose. Now, the 
fact is, I walked out of that jail without 
hlnderance, at the right moment and if I 
could see the than who held the keys I 
could identify him. But I don’t know 
who he was.' 

On Novem'ber 21st, 1870, McCartney 
was arrested by the police in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, but he soon escaped, leaving 'behind 
him to the 'Third Street Station house, 
three one thousand dollar genuine United 
States Bonds and five hundred dollars in 
genuine currency, which, with a counter¬ 
feit plate, was found upon his person 
when he was taken. Some conjectured 
the fugitive left his cash for distribution 
among the poor, but the facts to the case 
hardly bear out so highly moral a thsory. 
“Bonds money and plate were put to the 
keeping of the station house officer’s. Ser¬ 
geant Sam Simmons and Lieutenant E'vans, 
Brummy Bayliss was around that night, 

' The prisoneris cell door flew open and he 
walked out. Ostensibly the money bonds 
and plate were put in the safe at the May¬ 
or’s office, on Saturday morning a few 
hours after the escape. On Sunday 
mormng, James L. Ruffin, Brummy Bay- 


I liss and Sam Simmons were in the Chiefs 
! office. The package was transported by 
I Brummy to the office of the Chief and 
j transported back. The loss in transporta- 
I tion was two thousand dollars in bonds. 

I X certain police officer was seen shortly 
j afterward handling money very freely, in 
I a ^mbllng house on Race street 
I There was no discipline of the force on 
that occasion, except of officer Hachl who 
arrested McCartney and took a memoran¬ 
dum of the money found on his person. 
Ilachl was scowled at by his superiors and 
changed from a day-beat on west Court 
street to a night-beat la tbe mud at 
“ Goom town, ” near Fairmoont McCart¬ 
ney managed to return a few weeks after 
and secure all was left of the fifteen hun¬ 
dred dollars of his money in the hands of 
the local police. Such were the men Mc¬ 
Cartney boasted he could manage and had 
manged many atime and place. He trust¬ 
ed that tlie greed of men would always be 
stronger than their sense of duty and so 
he was always ready to connive even at 
the theft of his cash, if parting with it 
opened the door to outside air and liberty. 
He generally had cash for those who 
could be bought, plates and coney for the 
Secret Service and when they failed prom- 
Uet. which to his honor he generally kept. 

Detective Earan was much disappointed 
at the escape of McCartney from the Cin¬ 
cinnati jail, when he felt assured he had 
so nearly secured the game he had so 
eagerly been to pursuit of; but he returned 
to St. Louis under order^ still bent upon : 
the capture of the great jail breaker,at least ! 
determined to overtake him and make his . 
acquaintance. After a time Eagan lounid i 
out that McCartney was at Venice,, Dll- | 
nois, a small town opposite an island to ; 
the Mississippi river where McCartney’s | 
friend Fred- Biebnsch hid when he had ; 
jumped his baiL McCartney who had got I 
away from Cincinnati very quietly, was ; 
not expecting an official c^ of any sort; ! 
but John Eagan one of the most effective 
Operatives of the Secret Service dropped 1 
in upon him unceremoniously and made j 
him a fast prisoner, before there was time 
even to think of an effort to escape. It is j 
a difficult thing to capture a mau like Mc¬ 
Cartney, stiU more difficult to hold him 
and convict him. When such a person is 
taken, comparatively little is done, unless 
the plates, tools and facilities of the coun¬ 
terfeiter are taken with him. If there is 
counterfeit money in existence, it 'will get 
into circulation, even if the maker be to-, 
states prison. If there are counterfeit 
plates not captured, they wiU be printed 
from, no matter how many engraverSj^ 
suffer the penalty of the law; consequently. 
Secret Sei^ce Operatives anil all geixi ' 

cers, have a keen appetite for large sums 
of counterfeit money and for any thing j 
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shitV can be manufacrurcd from, or 
printed by. Aaiuto and poweri'ui coney 
men, take adi-antaije of these facts, and 
when brought fairly to terras, surrender 
false bills, plates, tools, etc., etc., in con¬ 
sideration of a release. It is for the 
proper officials to decide these things, for a 
man like IMcCartney can sometimes redeem 
himself in a manner that makes his com- 
promi.-:e immensely to the public interest, 
McCartney in this way now offered Eagan 
a large amount of counterfeit plates, dies 
etc., among which were complete sets of 
plates for all denominations of the National 
Currency, from fifty cents to fifty dollar; 
also sbety thousand dollars in counterfeits 
all ready to be thrown into circulation and 
alterwards offered fifty, sixty and even 
eighty-five thousand dolLars of counterfeit 
money, for his release. All these offers were 
declined and the prisoner was taken to St. 
Louis, and thence to Springfield, Illinois, 
and committed to the jail from which he 
escaped in 1866. There he was left in 
char'm of the United States Marshal, 
who°took such care to have an extra 
guard, that another flight from the old 
prison seemed to the official mind abso¬ 
lutely impossible. It was at tlvis time that 
Chief H. C. Whitley had an interview 
with McCartney in the cell of the latter. 
As the chief turned to leave, the prisoner 
exclaimed in great good humor! “You 
won’t leave me A«r« I suppose Colonel? 
“Yes for the present, you are safe here 
Tunc." was the answer of the visitor, “O 
I can get out of hero easy enough.” said 
McCartney, ‘'I have don© so before, and 
I can do it again!” T he Chief expressed 
his dissent, but McCartney inquiring 
Wlfitlev’s hotel and room, promised to 
return hiscaU at ten o’clock thaterehing. 
The Chief smiled’ at the jest, as ho eon* 
sidered the appointment; went to hla' 
rooms, enga^d Inr-writing and entirely 
forgot the whole matter.* Ten o’eloelr 
aime and the busy Chief wrote on—just' 
a few moments after, there came a court^ 
ous rap upon the door. “ Come in” said 
the Chief, when to his vast astonishment, 
in came John Peter McCartney, witk a 
smile and his quiet; “Good evening 
Colonel! ” 

Whitley was nonplussed, he sprang up, 
drew his revolver, seized McCartney’s 
‘arm and cried; “ McCartney, how are you 
here?” “0 put up your shootin’ iron. 
Colonel,” said, the strange visitor, “I 
merely called to pay my respects. Come! 
I am going back of course,” and together 
the two men returned to the cell, in which 
McCartneysubsequently remained quietly 
«Qou"h. He never explained how he got 
at large at this time, but spoke of it as 
one of his “little jokes” Vjust to show 
that some things could be done as well as 
others.” McCartney was a man of nerve. 


cool, daring and even desperate courage; 
but he was a person of incelhgenco and 
cool calculation as well. He felt compe¬ 
tent to deal in one wav and another, with 
the local Western pohee, but as we have 
seen, recklessly risked life and limb to 
escape from what he correctly considered 
the more stable, potent and formidable 
authority of the Federal Courts at Wash¬ 
ington in time of war. He was not averse 
to taking risks, hut was unwilling to do 
so nnless there was a chance of success. 
He early tried to make terms with the 
Secret Service, and does not give a very 
favorable account of the Operatives with 
whom he came in contact. 

Exactly how much to believe of bis 
statements may be a matter for consider¬ 
ation, but some of his tesiimony is corob- 
orated, and it is patent to the well in¬ 
formed that the Secret Service has not 
always been as fortunate as now in the in¬ 
cisive judgment and moral stamina of its 
Chief and the integrity of its Operatives. 
McCartney acquired the inconvenient rep¬ 
utation of always having money and 
ways being ready to pay Dribes; so while . 
he made oimseif a criminal leech and 
gorged through his operations upon the 
circulating medium of society, he was 
himself beset with a gang of pu^ites, 
devoured alive by offlcuil vermin, equally 
felonious and more base tluui the profes¬ 
sional crooks they made it their business 
to/oster and plunder. “ I really wanted, 
to get out pf the coney business,” said 
McCartney; “but I couldn’t see my way. 

I found everybody down on me; govern¬ 
ment offlceis, police, lawyers, b^ds. 

I eould have no peace anywhere, no mat¬ 
ter what I was about. DeteqtiTe -*-r-- 

——jrri stud his crew I knew.' .'They didn’t. 
wjmVjiss to quit the coney.. IThey -rore 
%ttt^ermake sihd had a soft thing of it.,. 
They put up jobs on me continiu^T^d 
Seated" me with false promlsei^;f,^ey. 
iaid if.there were no counterfeiters, there 
would be no work to detect. I had prom¬ 
ised my wife I would quit, but they 
wouldn’t let me.” 

Then Chief H.C.'WTiitley put Operatives 
Applegates, Lonergan and Eagan on his 
trad, McCartney was trackec^ watched 
and hunted down as never before, his con¬ 
sciousness of this aroused bis apprehen¬ 
sions, and when he found that Eagan had 
unexpectedly taken him, and that bri'bes, 
promises, compromises and all offers 
were refused, McCartney for the fiirst time 
in his fife seemed to lose his head,” and 
for a time fell into something Idee a panic. 
Chief 'VYhitley considered the occasion 
favorable for a heavv blow at the whole . 
coney bnsinesss, and as he 'became ac¬ 
quainted with McCartney, he found reason 
to 'believe the prisoner was in certain ways 
worthy of confidence. Acting upon these 
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iionviotions, the Chief renewed the netro- ■ 
ciationa refused by Eai;an: he found ilc- 
i Cartney quite communicative, and an odd 
I'amiliarity grew up between the officer 
and the counterfeiter. McCartney ^ve 
Whitley valuable information, and it i# 
significant of the relation between the 
two, that the coneyman went through the 
process of taking the name of a bank out 
of a bill and infilling another bank’s name, 
in the presence of the Chief for that offi- 
{ cials amusement and edlflcaton. 

Once during the winter McCartney was 
allowed a visit in his cell from his wile. 
After her departure a small bar of lead 
was found on the prisoner. Once before 
he had escaped by means of a key made 
out of the tin foil from his tobacco wrap¬ 
pers. The bar of lead melted in the same 
way or pressed into shape, would have 
served the same purpose. By arrange¬ 
ment Whitley and McCartney were to go 
to Decatur, Illinoi«, about this time, where 
the latter had buried some queer he was 
' willing to deliver to the officer. As they 
were going from the Sangamon ooun^ jail 
to Springfield depot McCartney said he 
would like to see his wife, who was in 
town, before they left. “Go and see her,” 
said Whitley; then naming the time the 
train left, he added: “Meet me at the de- 
'pot.” They went to Decatur together 
I promptly, for McCartney having seen his 
wife, came back on time as promised. He 
acted in a similar way on the journey and 
■ at Decatur took the chief into a cornfield 
< and there dug up and turned over several 
; tin cans containing over sixty thousand 
I dollars in well made counterfeits and a set 
I of five dollar counterfeit plates upon west- 
1 em national banks; This and his prisoner, 

] .Whitley took back to Sprinrfeld, Illinois, 
where McCartney re-enterea his cell Not 
long after the same couple took another 
journey, going to St. Louis, Missouri, 

I from which city they walked out into the 
i country some six miles to an old house, 

I under which McCartney crept and brought 
1 out several sets of dies for gold and silver 
' coins which he bad made and hidden there, 

' having in view a private mint when con- 
] venient. The travel was then continued 
1 to Cincinnati, Ohio, where McCartney 
i found and gave up some five thousand 
i dollars more of counterfeit bills, with sev- 
I eral parts of unfinished plates for counter¬ 
feits.^ To end their excursion the two got 
agaiiTto Springfield, Illinoia, one to re-oc- 
oupy his cell once more in jail, and the 
I other to report the “big pull’,^ to the^reas- 
'ury Department." " 

Shortly after this^ through the"inflnence 
of chief Whitley,. McCartney was released 
on five thousand dollars bail, as, required 
by the United.. States Court,- until called 
for triaL A part, of this bail isr said to 
have been supplied_by ex-Chief^WTiitley 


himself, and is further reported to still 
stand against him. McCartney being at 
large with a dangerous case pending 
against him was not anxious to present 
himself for trial, but sought to effect some 
arrangement by which his services to the 
government would be accepted by the au¬ 
thorities in expiation of the crimes of the 
past. Through his wife, always a trusty 
messenger, he sought communication with 
Eagan and proposed to meet that officer 
in a retired pla«e and put in his hands a 
large amount of counterfeit plates, cfec. 
3IcCartney stipulated however for condi¬ 
tions, one of which was that ho should bo 
exempt from arrest or any personal moles¬ 
tation for the time. After considerable 
diplomacy it was agreed that Eagan and 
McCartney should meet in an out of the 
way cornfield at midnight. To this meet- 
ingUagan was to come unarmed, guided 
by Mrs. McCartney. McCartney was to 
meet him in the darkness and armed; but 
promised to do no injury unless imposed 
upon by some attempt at treachery. Un¬ 
der these circumstances McCartney was 
to make proposals for submission to Chief 
H. G. Whitley, which, if accepted, would 
involve the surrender to the Secret Service 
of a large amount of counterfeits, plates, 
ic., &c. 

The meeting took place according to 
programme. Unarmed and alert Eagan 
took his nocturnal ramble with the hand¬ 
some, discreet Martha. McCartney was 
first at the trysting place. As Eagan 
came near, two men, in McCartney’s in¬ 
terest, escorted him, with arms in their 
hands, to where McCartney was on the 
further side of a fence. The men -^rtth 
loaded weapons covering the detective,. 
stood by bim during the meeting. Me- ^ 
Cartney presented a musket across the ; 
fence at the breast of Eagan, and thus and ; 
unable to see each other they discussed i 
their business. McCartney offered upon 
conditions already indicated, to place in 
the hands of Eagan certain valuable and 
desirable counterfeit plates of different de¬ 
nominations, as well as counterfeit bills, 
to the nominal value of at least fifty thous¬ 
and dollars. Eagan expressed himself un¬ 
able to make promises, of any kind, but 
engaged of course to forward the propo¬ 
sals naade, in his report to head-quarters. 
With this of course SicCartney had for the 
time to be satisfied. The meeting broke 
up and Eagan reiumed in safety from bis 
“skittish” adventure. 

These negotiations were a genuine case 
of diamond cut diamond, and in the end, 
for a wonder, McCartney had the worst of 
the aflair. The officers were looking to 
the suppression of counterfeiting; Mc¬ 
Cartney to his own safety. 'The diploma¬ 
cy ot Eagan was absolutely necessary, no 
one hut McCartney could control and sur- 
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render the immense nmount of crooked 
pn'perty he otfered for his ransom. Mc¬ 
Cartney was a leader, and one acknowl¬ 
edged by the class with, whom for so 
many year< he associated. He became 
notorious in this way and yet a great deal 
of money was expended for a long time in 
vain to secure his arrest and the suppres¬ 
sion of liis business. He was systematic 
in all'his operations. ‘‘I always h.ad bo¬ 
gus money in plenty,'* he asserted, “when 
others had none at alL And thus I con¬ 
trolled the market for “coney” you 

very frequently. They had to come tc_ 

for it. I could always supply the right 
men (and I had a choice) with counterfeit 
bills by wholesale, for I engraved and 
piinted the notes or wrought the dies my¬ 
self.” Moreover he kept his own counsel 
and whatever arrangements he made, con¬ 
ducted them ^on his own personal i%- 
sponsibility. He repudiated the idea of 
association with others in his business, 
but could when disposed almost sweep the 
country clean of counterfeit plates, coun¬ 
terfeit money and various materiaL 

The secret service were compelled to 
deal with this man, for only through him 
could they obtain the goods and appliances, , 
tlie destruction of which was absolutely i 
necessary to the safety of the public. 
Shortly after the meeting between Eagan 
and McCartney in the comlield McCart¬ 
ney, who constantly gave occasion for 
proceedings against him and had any num¬ 
ber of old oases unsettled, was again ar¬ 
rested. At this time, to gain a release, 
not the general exemption he had demand¬ 
ed, he made a surrender of all the coun¬ 
terfeits and materials he bad confessed a 
knowledge of to Eagan- The plates, dies, 
Ac., were numerous, and the counterfeit 
money amounted to over sixtyflve thousand 
dollars, nominM value. The midnight ne¬ 
gotiation resulted in the surrender of 
crooked property proposed by McCartney, 
but not at all upon the terms which he 
had proptjsed, but instead, such as were 
highly pleasing to the operatives who had 
been concerned in the dangerous adven- 

During February, 1871, McCartney was 
arrested and taken to Louisville, Ky., 
with William Alexander, alias Lyon, the 
same who the year before had been cap¬ 
tured with Mrs. McCartney at Portland, 
in the same state. The United States At¬ 
torney at Louisville had a case against 
McCartney, growing out of the Portland 
business and some other items. He had 
passed in Kentucky as “Judd” and as 
“Miller.” He lay in jail at Louisville for 
some time, bnt finally got bail in the city 
and was released from custody. When 
his trial in Lonisville came np, the accused 
duly put in an appearance, but upon sur¬ 
vey of the situation became fearful of the 


probable result and ran away forfeiting 
his baiL For some time his whereabouts 
were unknown, but he was in Canada, at 
Windsor, and other places, judiciously < 
keeping under cover. 

I While in Windsor at this time, McCart- 
, ney executed several pieces of work which- 
I are proof of bis dexterity and arti.stio pa- 
' tience. Procuring a Bank Note Detector, 
wherein the vignertes, numbers, and other 
members of notes were nicely printed, on 
thick paper, for the instruction of bank¬ 
ers and othei-s, he, by use of a fine piece 
of silk, placed in position the pieces he 
enhfrom the book, so as to form the body 
of a note, filling in and connecting the 
parts and details through extra devices 
and touches of marvelous accuracy and 
finish, then cutting the paper away from 
the back of his work to half the thickness 
of a bank note he by joining the face and 
back manufactured or built up a hand¬ 
some bilL He made several of these pro¬ 
digies and masterpieces. It was tedious [ 
and pains taking work, but it occupied , 
his hands and gave employment to a rest¬ 
less mind at a time when he was a fugitive 
with nothing else to busy himself aoout.. I- 
Since the manufacture of these notes above 
described, the publication of such fae 
timilet of notes or parts of notes has been : 
by law prohibited. 

In the year 1373, McCartrey having got j 
into practice by his amusements in Canada iH 
and some other work, celebrated himself 
as an engraver. Between tte months of 
June and November of tha^ear, he was . 
busy among his counterfeit plates prepar- j 
ing for an improved imitation of,the [I 
Twenty Dollar United States TreastuyJ 
Note. He so thoroughly perfected his ar- { 
langements, appliances and fhcilitiesj that 1 
when with the help of Tom BanonL h^put^i 
outhisnextissue ofthesecountei^ts, they J, 
were readily passed in aQ quarters, and'^ 
became recognized among all classes of .F 
experts as the crowning effort of MoCart- J 
ney’s genius. During the autumn of 1874-1 
McCartney operated through Minnesota | 
and other Western states, in his old style f 
and was very successful. 

On December 1st, 1874, one George 
.Albert Mason, Alias Watts, AJia8 .“whis- | 
key ” Mason, of Toronto, Canada, in- 
formed Chief Washburn of the Secret f 
Service, that a man named Captain Judd,. L 
said to be an old counterfeiter, was to be. n 
at Burlh^on, Iowa, with a boodle and f 
that he, (Mason,) was to meet Judd, at 
certain hotel. Chief Washburn who yt „ 
then in Chicago, Illinois, instructed Ox>era-;.iM 
tive P, D. Tyrrelli then just appointed, tOj^Jr 
proceed with Mak>n and one Bloomfield, | 
to Burlington, Iowa. On arrival there, | 
Mason met George Kankin, alias Hoosier. lA 
who informed Mason that Captain Judd^^ 
had not yet arrived from Texas and finally T 
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.Vjvi'cd upon a meeting of all parties at a 
. ecrtain bouse in St. Louia Missouri. 

! Operative Tyrrell returned to Chicago, 

I Illinois, and reported to Chief Washburn, 
'■vho immediately telegraphed his instmo- 
f fOM to Oper.uivo Duckworth, then of the 
' 3^. Louis District. On the evening of 
llecember 10th, 1874, Mason accompanied 
'^y Bloomfield, met Captain Judd and 
/-.eorge Rankin alias “Hoosier” in the 
j^otel, comer of Sixth and Market streets, 
St Louis. There Captain Judd made a 
trade with ilason for a satchel, supposed 
to contain several thousand dollars the 
boodle of Mill, alias Doctor Parker, then 
in the Eastern Pennsylvania Penitentiary, 

I to which he had been committed under the 
name ot Edwards, being arrested and con- 
rioted in Philadelphia that year. To get 
! ac the contents of the satchel Judd com¬ 
menced melting some lead which had been 
I run into tho lock of the same. At this 
' iKiint Mason with the help of Bloomfield, 

; undertook to arrest Judd and Rankin on 
I ;u;count of the United States Secret Ser- 
I vice, from which he held authority. A 
, general fight ensued, during which Bloom- 
i Held beat a retreat by jumping squarely 
' through the door of the room, breaking 
I out two of the panels of the same as he 
' wont. Mason was of sterner stuff, a large 
, but active man, he placed himself before 
i ! he broken door, completely blocking the 
passage out and with his revolver plied 
Captain Judd about the legs, body and 
arms, with repeated shots. Captain Judd 
fought desperately and itsing a knife, 
seemed determined to cut a passage to 
freedom through the body of the obsti¬ 
nate Mason. The noise of the fight of 
course alarmed the house and soon, much 
to the relief of Masot^ three policemen 
were called, who rushing-iff arrested all 
parties In the room.' The three. Mason, 
Judd, and Kankin, were each badly 
wounded and it was considered advisable 
to take them all to the hospitaL Mason 
knew the man he imdertook to capture and 
had laid with himself by the heels, only as 
“ Captain Judd,” even Chief Washburn, 
who came to St. Louis at the time started 
for Chicago, again in ignorance of the 
identity of the wounded prisoner. The 
Chief however recived an intimation, 
which induced him to send to St Louis 
hospital, a person who calling upon that 
worthy four days after his capture, at 
once recognized in Captain Judd, alias 
Robert Wilmer, no less a hero th.m “the 
renowned ” king of his tribe Pete McCart¬ 
ney I TW-.^ombat between Mason and 
McCartney booldhave been avoided, had 
Mason be^' content bo co-operate with 
Duckworth in a proper manner. t‘ It was 
a case of dog eat dog,” observed an officer.' 
“Mason being as bad as McCartney when¬ 
ever he had a chance.” 


Finding who they had in cU:u-go, the 
auihoricies placed a double guard over the 
crippled counterfeiters and as soon as then- 
wounds would permit, they were conveyed 
to colls in the county prison of St. Louus. 
Mason was discharged from custody, be¬ 
ing recognized by Chief Washburn. Sev¬ 
eral of the confederates of McCartney, 
were captured in the St. Louis DisUwet 
soon after his committal aud by the time 
the New ). ear of 1873 had been well cele¬ 
brated the Jail held a large and distin¬ 
guished company. McCartney had been 
badly cut up by Mason’s btillets and the 
first of February be was limping about 
his ceU on crutches; however, as Mason 
did not put any of his bullets through 
McCartney’s brains, his mind was as keen 
and his courage as great as ever. 

At three o’clock in the morning of Feb- 
ruafy 3th, 1875, an alarm was given in 
the St. Louis jtiil, and when the officers 
of the prison learned the cause, they found 
that six of the most notorious aud desper¬ 
ate of their prisoners had escaped from 
their cells and got away through a hole in 
the brick wall of the jail. The party of 
fugitives consisted of Pete JIcCartney, 
alias Robert L. Wilmer, alias Captain 
Judd, George Rankin, alias Hoosier, Mike 
Rogers, James Rittenhouse, John Banoni 
and James Hall. The prisoners had by some 
means opened their cell door during the 
night, seized the night watchman, bound 
him and ragged him, and then thrust him 
into cell Number 17, which had been occu¬ 
pied by Rogers and George Rankin. Tbo 
prisoners then soon cut a hole in the waif 
and through the opening disappeared and 
e^ped custody. There is a reliable tra- 
ditioDj that in one way and another, that 
hole m the wall cost McCartney three 
thousand dollars in good m^ney. Con¬ 
sidering the price he was accustomed to 
pay for similar accommodation, the open- 
mg was cheap, according to its size and 
the quantity and quality of what went out 
ttereby! 

The gang of fugitives scattered and 
McCartney Deing lame, disguised himself 
as an old woman and took the cars in open 
day, southward for Texas, where a ren¬ 
dezvous had been agreed upon for the band 
upon a certain day, at the town of Denni¬ 
son. Having found it impossible to shave 
before leaving jail, McCartney as an old 
woman, was forced to bundle up his face 
completely. A kind old creature took her 
seat beside him and sympathetically asked 
the nature of his trouble, McCartney was 
compelled to forego her acquaintance <^"<1 
got rid of her by a story of his affliction 
with the mumps, which he assured her he 
was sorry to say, were contagious and 
dangerous to persons of their age, Rogers 
and Hall walked nearly across, the State 
of Missouri, before they dared take the 
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■ars I'or Texas, to which iIcCarmey jour- 
:ieye<l swiitly Md La ooml'on. The ^ang 
^juvened as agreed at Dennisou, Texas. 
Ther were first seen and reported together 
at DalJas, Texas, at sti in the afternoon, 
February iiOth, 1875, from whence they 
then ail took tram tor Sherman in that 
State, Rogers located in Dennison, Mc¬ 
Cartney in Dallas, arrangements were 
mad* tor the thorough working of that 
section, the ooneymen were rejoined by 
' their itmihes from the north, and business 
j be^an in earnest. They soon got “ into a 
I bad row of stumps ” for all that, McCart¬ 
ney and several of his shovers and friends 
fell variously into the hands of different 
otHcers, Umted States Marshals, Sheriffs, 
etc. There was a great deal of wranghng 
over questions of jurisdiction, possession, 
precedence and one thing and another: 
much confusion and as usual when 
McCartney w.as concerned, charges of 
bribery and corruption. The end of the 
wliole course of action and procedure, ar¬ 
rests, transfers, escapes, re-arrests, elope¬ 
ments, captures and get-oils, was, that 
finally the arrested parties were stripped 
: of ail their cash, the State lost its prison¬ 
ers, officials lost temper and reputation, 
.and some of them lost offices and posi¬ 
tions which were their means of living. 
There h.as been a great deal said and much 
written upon these affairs in Texas in 1875, 
crimination and recrimination have been 
rile and in the heat of discussion contra¬ 
diction has obscured the truth. In eluoi- 
: dation of the matter, we present as the 
i briefest and most succint statement, the 
following letters, which in consideration 
ot their official origin, are entitled to 
credit. 

BEutoirn. Texas, 

Hon.BIufordtyH^n, April 8 th, 1SI6. 

■Washlnghto, D. C. 

Dear Sir:-atoCartu«y and four moreoonftd- 
appeared in our District, H_rch 3rd, at 
Weathenio.U pawed ooanUrlelt twenties, were 
pursnod into Coreyelle Co., there captured, and 
but for the rerolutlonary acta of the Sheriff they 
would have been secured. The Sheriff of Corey- 
elle held the prisoner a<?alnst ua ; toolc McCar . 
ney Into the mountains with one confederate and 
turned theta loose, .McCartnev with hisconfeder- 
erates were chanfed before the Commissioner at 
Waco, with passing counterfeit money the near- 

On Saturday Depnty Alien captured McCartney 
w n I“Od PPt In Dallas 
lall (,Q Mooclay Marshal Purnell ordered his 
local Deputy at Dallas, A. M, Anderson, by tele- 
^a.ih to lorward McCartney, secured. Ironed and 
n chanfe of a Deputy MaraUal by R. R., to Waoo 
s'" Monday 

the 6th, I received ajolnt teleirram Irom you anil 
the Attorney General, and took stepe as directed 
to have the prisoner Identified and removed, as 
writs wore presented, which they have 

On Tuesday the prlroner McCartney In oomnlU 
anoe with the Marshal’s ord ers as abov e was taken 
from Dallas Jail handculTod and shackled and 
put the In charg-e of M. O. CaJahan, D^pr — 
Marshal with Mr. J. L. Duckworth, and they^i 






rons oif. Due It” 
sonar's irons oif 
J or two before 


I nearly e 


while he ate breakfast, some 
day t^ ^soner was taken b 

sittlu? on (ha prisoner's beA I 
I do not know that Duokwortl 
so, and the prisoner ran or wa 
shoes or coat. I find no earele 
until at Bremond, but at B 
strained to re^jort f' 

^lahan and __ 

. 01 CoreyolleandhliAsalstanu 

are bound over, and will await our orde™^ 
prosecution for the previous r,capo of M^art^eJ^^ 
A. J. EVANS, 
United States Attornev, 
We also give the .'oIlo^“^':™ 

C^P^rtment of Ju«tlo«, 
0 £Qce of the Solicitor of th« 
Treasury DepnrttnenL 
WABHijfoTow, April 9Ui, 1875. 
Hon, a«o. H. ■WlUiamt, 

Attorney General. 


PvVn. u sTn?.A. J. ' 
trict Attorney fur the same Dle- 
’“^joot, I requested Mr. ; 


Evans, U. S 
trict amf on 
Evans to Im 

Division, the laUerwere n!>t the.efo^ 
no?^'SU’^U '■"PO‘>J<»mty of hU Jl« kreplng 

I'^n^ V*" 

appears to’ *,*{,*'^* ®“**°*^“ “d. 

»d<i failed to idrise^hem'Sbl replloM 
altor the occasion for remoyal had niintrf 
“hiV'lJbre n aMcfo'f *“ ddrumstanc^ 

Ducl^o^“^”vrn«Ef,^?r,\»S.^^^ 

I am Sir Verv Respectfhll^ 

bluford wrLSoN 

• So.lcltor of the Treasury, 

lo^ after hia escape from Calahan 
and Duckworth at Bremond; McCartney 
yraa agaan run down, captured and lodged 
He was «ibse- 
trifrlr ^ferred to Tyler, Texas, for 
continned at the 
requ^ his attorney, it became neces- 
Airy to fc^e the prisoner back again to 
Austin jail for safe keeping. He was ta- 
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ken in charge by Deputy United States 
Marshals Allen and Blood, and for greater : 
safety his irons were kept on his hands 
and feet. When some distance on the > 
journey, as all parties were seated quietly ; 
in the railroad car, McCartney suddenly | 
sprang from his seat. As if by magio his j 
shackles fell off and with a bound like a ; 
panther ho was out on the platform i 
of the car forward; there he stopped, cut i 
the alarm cord and instantly plunged off 
the train. The cutting of the alarm cord 
caused temporary delay and hence when 
the train came to a stand stiU, it was far 
away from where McCartney had sprung 
out. Beside, he this time was free from 
iron and had made a fair jump, struck the 
soil of Texas like a steel spring and bound¬ 
ed off like an antelope. This was the last 
act of the drama of McCartney in Texas, 
in which the principal actor consented to 
appear. He had been arrested and allow¬ 
ed to escape for “positively the last time” 
in that state. 

This last railroad adventure was in May 
1875. Alm ost superhuman but useless 
efforts were made in the district to recap¬ 
ture McCartney. United States Marshal 
Purnell offered ten thousand dollars for 
the re-arrest of the fugitive counterfeiter 
and aU Texas went wild with excitement 
over the subject. At Austin, Texas, dur-1 
ing June, 1875, Deputy United State Mar-. 
shals Allen and Blood were indicted and j 
arrested for voluntarily and corruptly al¬ 
lowing the escape of McCartney from the 
train and their custody. The Marshals 
gave bonds and being tried soon after, 
were acquitted. And so another mysteri¬ 
ous escape was added to the many in 
which the Great American Briber had 
been conspicuous already. 

During October, 1875, Chief Elmer Wash- 
burn received a telegram from Indianapo¬ 
lis, Indiana, asking, “What reward would 
be paid for Pete McCartney?” An an¬ 
swer was telegraphed back stating that 
one thousand dollars would be paid for 
the arrest of McCartney, and the chief 
waited with impatience, directions as to 
when, where, and to whom he should have 
the pleasure of disbursing that amount of 
funds of the United States on that ac¬ 
count. But there came no notice of ar¬ 
rest, no demand was made for the money, 
nothing more was communicated. Anx¬ 
ious to learn any news about McCartney, 
the chief telegraphed twice to know why 
the amount of reward had been asked of 
him. To neither of these telegrams was 
any reply received, and then, as the mat¬ 
ter seemed still more peculiar, a Special 
Operative was sent to Indianapolis in pur¬ 
suit of information. Though a competent 
person, the special found the subject too 
dark for him, he could learn nothing re¬ 
garding McCartney and no more of the 


telegram. It .seemed very queer. 

Not many weeks aiterwivriis a party was 
arrested in Cmcinnao, engaged in shovmg 
counterfeit bills of the McCartney manu¬ 
facture. This person was convicted in 
short order and committed to serve a term 
in the Hamilton county jad. Ho gave in¬ 
formation that having in Cctober. 1875, 
been concerned in a burglary, he had ta¬ 
ken his plunder to Indianapolis, Indiana, 
and offered to sell the same to a pawnbro¬ 
ker known to be a receiver of stolen goods. 
This pawnbroker, to keep “solid” with 
the police, that ho might safely do some 
heavier business, gave the application 
then in hand to the force, and the burglar 
was arrested. At the time he knew the 
whereabouts of McCartney, and secured 
hia own release by telling the police where 
they could find him. They expected to 
I get the ten thousand dollars reward offer¬ 
ed by Marshal PumeU. When the burg¬ 
lar had thus given up McCartney, he then 
went, as he said, and stole McCartney’s 
I valise from the room in the hotel while 
I the police took McCartney from outside, 
j McCartney’s valise contained a large sum 
; of counterfeits, which the burglar was ar- 
I rested for passing. The telegram offering 
I one thousand dollars for him was shown 
j McCartney, as was learned subsequently, 
when he offered twenty-five hundred dol¬ 
lars for his freedom. He did not have 
the amount with him, but sent by agree¬ 
ment with his captors, to Illinois for it. 
There were but three policemen engaged 
in thin affair, and they were at a loss what 
to do with McCartney while they waited 
for Mrs. McCartney, to whom her husband 
sent to raise the the money and come 
to him. They tried to get him into the i 
county jail unknown and without com¬ 
mitment papers, but the jailer refused the 
risk, and they guarded their prisoner 
elsewhere for three dayA 'Then Martha j 
McCartney came, with all the money she 
could raise at short notice, a little less 
than two thousand four hundred dollars. . 
The prisoner threw in tus gold watch to 
make up the amount and again was free. 
Several persons shared in the ill-gotten , 
plunder taken from McCartney, but the 
lion’s share remained with the principal 
trio who had him in custody. | 

It took the operatives of the Secret Ser- i 
vice some time to gain full informatiou 
about the above case and when the know1- | 
edge bad been acquired it was of but little 
use; o£ the corruption of some of the local 
poUoetheyhad learned before. All this time 
McCartney was known to be pushing his 
trade in counterfeit money, his bUla being 
plenty. But he bad become quite wary 
and fortune seemed to favor him for a 
season.. McCartney himself has told the 
story that about the middle of August, 
1876, he was sitting at dinner In the din- 
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ini' hail .>c'riie I'ibson IIou-o in Clneiiinati. 
•^'Uen M.n'shal i’nnieH. tIio less than hl- 
:cen ra inrhs before had offered ten thou¬ 
sand dollars in Texas for him, came in 
and sat down ri^ht opposite at table. 
IMcCartney said he -was taken with the 
nose bleed' all at once, or pretended to be, 
and suddenly lelt the table; but it was a 
ticklish place to bo in, and but for a news- 
papjer ho happened to have in hand to cov. 
er his face, hethoocht Purnell would have 
taken him back to Texas at once. 

During 18T.5, after his departure from 
Texas in the spriner or eaily summer, 
McCartney was opei-atinjf in the east, al- 
thou;;h traveling and giving attention at 
the same time to the wants of whole gangs 
of queersiren in the middle an<l western 
st.vtes. Though in possession of-five farms 
in Illinois,, on one of which, at Neoga. 
Cumberland county, his wife and three 
children lived, and though still retaining 
his accommotlations at the homo of Mis¬ 
souri Rittenhonso, at Osgood, Indiana, 
McCartney was compelled by the nature 
of his pursuits to have a secure stopping 
place in the East. His eastern home was 
made for himby'Wauck Hammond and 
his wife, the latter being housekeeper. 
Hammond had served one term in the 
penitential^ for an express robbery com¬ 
mitted near Seymour. Indiana. He be¬ 
longed in Osgood, Indiana, and his wife 
was a daughter of Mrs. Clarissa Lee, a 
niece of Lyle Levi and Missouri Ritten- 
bonse, Mrs. Hammond’s maiden name 
having been Florida Lee. “Blood is thick¬ 
er than water.” 

Though keeping himself outside prison 
walls, after his first term, up to time, 
Hammond had the reputation of a robber, 
gambler and counterfeiter of the most 
adroit character, and was supposed to 
have been hand in glove with the crimin¬ 
al horde that dominated the country arotmd 
Seymour, Indiana, for a series of years, 
and which was only broken up when the 
“Reno boys” were killed by a vigilance 
committee. 

Early in the year 1870 McCartney was 
at work in Illinois; he was captured by 
the local authorities in one of the town? 
in that state and “shaken down,” that is, 
plundered illegally of his ill gotten cash 
and nnoflicially turned loose. This was 
a clrronio trouble with McCartney, and 
while it gave him his chance for criminal 
life. It was terribly expensive and'became 
irksome from monotony and repetition. 
In February, 1876, McCartney with one 
Shepherd, alias Charles "Waltera, alias 
Walter Scott, was canvassing Cincinnati, 
Ohio, “a city whero things were manage¬ 
able,’’as has been recorded. In passing 
McCartney’s bills, WaUers arrested 
and committed. With characteristic fidelity 
and nerve McCartney “stood by his pal 


.-.’.'.■I did all monal man could do for his re¬ 
lease. At considerable personal risk, ho 
appeared and re-appeared in the city tmd j 
hovered aronnd for months, spending j 
both time and money in sagacious efforts! 
in behalf his of comrade. At one time he 
placed twelve hundred dollars in the hands j 
of a serviceable party to effect Walters’ 
escape. How McCartney would have sue- j 
ceeded, could he and his old acquaintances i 
on the city police been left to fix things, 
there is little doubt; but as It was, the 
best efforts of all concerned were baffled ( 
by the meddling curiosity of Estes G. 
Rathbone, an operative of the secret ser-- 
vice. 'Walters was held for more than six 
months, and then his bail was reduced toi 
one thousand dollars. This amonnt Mc¬ 
Cartney at once supplied and it was put 
up by proper parties, when "Walters was' 
released. Having released his conlederato' 
at last, McC.artney joined forces with him 
and the two promptly shook from their 
pilgrim feet the dust of Uto metropolis of; 
Ohio. 

Having lost so much time and spent so 
much money, McCartney and Walters 
were eager to redeem their somewhat 
damaged fortunes. Their next movement 
was toward the rising sun. They visited 
New York City, Richmond. vLr^ia, 
Washington, D. C., anil Parkersburg, 
West Virginia, beside places of less note, 
in all of which they were zealous, yet dis-_ 
erect, in laboring to promote prosperity 
by adding in their own way to the volume 
of the- currency. They then journeyed 
west again over the'Baltimore and Ohio j 
RaUroadl The departure west was hast¬ 
ened, because McCartney, who -was an ex¬ 
cellent judge, conceived they had ^en 
“dropp^ on,” that is recognized hy some 
deteetive and that they were “shadowed, 
that Tollb wed and watched. , He iyenS 
imagined a certain gentleman "who,"took| 
train with himself and Shepherd, aHasl 
■Walters, alias Walter Scott, was an Op-1 
erativa of the Secret Service, an emissary; 
of the troublosomeChief James J. Brooks.' 
So impressed was McCartney with this- 
idea, that about the time the parties en¬ 
tered Ohio, he and his comrade “shook,” : 
that is dodged away from the supposed; 
Operative and saw him no more. 

Happy in having got rid of their suspi-, 
cious fellow passenger, the coneymon | 
sped homeward toward Meo^ Illinois, 
where a mortgage npon one of bis farms, 
the only encumbrance npon bis land, de¬ 
manded McCartney’s immediate attention.' 
Everything seemed peaceful around smd 
an seemed prosperous before the “King 
of Koniackers” and his “Chancellor,, , 
but yet upon the authority of McCartney’s 
BubMqnent positive affirmation there was 
riding beside them all the way and utter¬ 
ly unsuspected, another pcitinacious mar- 


pioc. a second agent .u' James .J. Brooks, should keep on the street and niuoii .'uc 
a duplicate of the secret service oriicer ■ of surht aud to have a 'dttla conierence 


•vho had purposely yet delicately “given 
] himself away” ais they entered Ohio. 
; “Tlae first fellow was a blind,” said Mo- 
I Cartney. “his shadowing was a ruse, 

■ when we shook him I was thrown off my 
' guard somewhat, and as the second man 
was very quiet, he staid by us to the 
end. 

Whether McCartney was correct in his 
supposition, none but the Operatives or 
Officers of the Secret Service could have 
decided. It is the nature of the Secret 
Service not to bo communicative of matters 
not essential for publication. The careful 
reader will follow our narrative and form 
his own conclusions, as to whether the 
grand results which immediately followed, 
were as the newspapers of the day reported, 
the incidents of aa accident, or the legiti¬ 
mate and logical result of skill, patience 
and perfect organization. 

On Wednesday aflemodn, November 
31nd, 1876, two well dressed travelers, of 
plain but respectable appearance and good 
manners, arrived at Richmond, Indiana, 
and put up with their luggage at the 
Avenue House, during the afternoon they 
were on the streets part of the time and 
around town somewhat, and about seven 
o’clock in the evening, the younger man 
started to do a little shopping. He went 
first to Thomas Nestor’8 grocery and bough t 
three plugs of chewing tobacco, for one 
dollar and tendered a twenty dollar bill. 
This the clerk “agood judge of money” 
examined by gaslight, declared “0. K.,” 
and gave nineteen dollars change- Re¬ 
joining his elder companion on the street, 
the purchaser of the tobacco, took his 
friend to the saloon of Frederick Rost, 
where_ they both drank at the_bar; In 
paymra^ th^onngman offered a twenty 
dollar bill. Rost sent itinto Lichtenfels’ 
saloon for change, where the bill was de- 
clareil counterfeit. ‘ The strangers seemed 
painful^ surprised at this information, 
but paid other money for their drinks. 

In the saloon at this time, was a young 
man named Perry Scott, who ooncludeil 
oddly enough, that the two strangers 
were professional conevrnen and shovers. 
Scott sent word by Howard Ridge to 
Marshal Louis O. Shafer, and followed 
the men -with the bill up the street. At 
Erie Reynold’s store, one of them bought 
a pair of shoes, tendered a twenty dollar 
bill and took seventeen dollars and twenty- 
five cents in change. Further up the 
street, the young man, bought vinegar 
bitters and tendered another twenty dollar 
bill and took nineteen dollars change. 
The ftfivelers then Came to Gilbert’s shoo 
store and there one of them went In and 
selected a parr of shoes. It seemed a 
point with these men, that the eldest 


I alter each purchase. To Mr. Gilbert .v 
j twenty dollar bill was also offered, which 
he de^red counterl'eit. The young man 
! asked him with an expression of annov- 
I ance, to lay the shoes aside for him. until 
I he could call for them later and stepped 
I out into the street once more. 

Meantime something h.ad happened. 
Marshal Shafer who seems to have been 
most fortunately at hand and exceedingly 
alert, from the time the two gowi looking 
travelers reached Richmond, had come 
down at the call of Howard Ridge and 
appearing to have made np his mind be¬ 
fore hand as to his duty, arrested the elder 
stranger very quietly at McLelland and 
Runnel’s bakery, opposite Gilbert’s shoe 
store, into which baJeety, the traveler had 
gone to await his comrade. When the 
young traveler left Gilbert’s the Marshal 
with the friend from the bakery on his 
arm, confronted him and laying a heavy 
hand upon his shoulder, urged him to 
make one of a party to visit the Mayor of 
Richmondl The travelers made some 
opposition to this, but the Marshal would 
accept no excuse and a little further on. 
invited a policeman to join the party anil 
thus conducted his company to the hospi¬ 
talities of a Richmond calaboose! 

On the person of the captives was found 
two thousand seven hundred and thirteen 
dollars, which Mr. William Coffin of the 
Richmond National Bank, decided to con¬ 
sist of eight hundred and sixty dollars of 
counterfeits and one thousand eight hun¬ 
dred and fifty-three dollars of genuine 
money. 

Among the counterfeits were several 
good imitations of fifty dollar bills of the 
United States Treasury, greenback series, : 
issue of 1869, with thirty-three twenty 
dollar bills, counterfeitsuf United States 
■Treasury Notes, of the first issue of green- : 
backs, while the rest were counterfeits of ! 
tlie five- dollar bills of The Traders Na- 
tional Bank, of Chicago. The twenty ' 
dollar bills were excellent, but the fives : 
rather poor imitations in comparison. 
Beside, the travelers carried a lot of valu- ' 
ables, watches, jewelry, etc. They gave 
their names as Boland and Carter, but ' 
when brought before United Scatos Com¬ 
missioner Binkley, Thursday, November ■ 
Slid, 1878, they waived ei-amination and 
gave their names as Charles Lang and 
Henry Boland, the latter being the young- ' 
er. Clmrles Lang, was held to answer 
before the United States Court, in the ! 
sum of two thousand dollars, which he i 
wished reduced to fifteen hundred dollars | 
and the last amount, he offered to depwit | 
His request ■♦as refused and his committal j 
ordered. The bail of Boland -was fixed at 
fifteen hundred dollars, for want ot which ■ 
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he '*’03 aLso sent to jail That niirht, 
Lan^, scili disposed to trade, odered iLar- 
shal Shaier, saveateeii hundred dollars, 
I'or a small steel saw. To hia credit the 
3Iarshal had no hardware to sell under 
such circumstances. 

Earl 7 the on morning of November 23rd, 
the luggage of Lang and Boland was 
brought for examination from the Avenue 
House and found to contain four thousand 
dollars in counten'oit bills, similiu* to those 
found upon the prisoners. It was also 
found, that they had come to Richmond, 
from Parkersburg, West Virginia. It was 
arranged to take the prisoners to Indian¬ 
apolis. Indiana, for safe keeping and trial 
and Marshal Shafer made provision ac¬ 
cording to orders. 

In the meantime. Secret Service Opera¬ 
tive Estes Q. Bathbone, located as has 
already been stated in Cinc inna ti Ohio, 
seeing an account of the airest of Lang 
and Boland reported in the telegrams of 
the Cincinnati Commercial newspaper, 
conceived that he knew them for other 
than they railed themselves. He tele- 

f raphed in cipher his suspicions to Chief 
ames J. Brooks and was instantly in¬ 
structed to proceed to Richmond and iden¬ 
tify the parties under arrest. If p>os8ible. 
Rathbone telegraphed the officers at Rich¬ 
mond to hold their prisoners, until he 
could see their faces and then threw him¬ 
self into the fast train and was off after 
his telegram, fast as the wheels could take 
him. 

Rathbone arrived in Richmond, Thurs¬ 
day night, November 23rd, but did not see 
Lang and Boland, until I^day morning, 
November 24th, when Marshal Shaier 
and Chief of Police Harney removed them 
from jail to the train for Indianapolis. The 
Cincinnati Operative, in the course of long 
and useful service, has acquired the sobri¬ 
quet of "Reticent Rathbone” and on this 
occasion was true to his record; whatever 
he discovered, he f^ve no sign, but joined 
the party for Indianapolis in the most 
common place style possible. When safely 
anived at their destination, Rathbone 
took Shafer and Harney into bis confi¬ 
dence and quietly informed them, that to 
his great satisfaction, he recognized in 
the old rnan called Lang, one for whom he 
had searched high and low, for nearly a 
year and in pursuit of whom, he had 
spent five thousand dollars. Charles 
Lang, he assured them, was none other 
than the notorious “Pete McCartney,' 
the most dangerous ooneyman of America 
or the world, disguised for the time, by 
wearing a fnll beard, Shafer and Harney, 
are saia to have been “ fairly donbled np 
with astonishment;” but, they kept their 
own council and not a dozen persons heard 
the news, until the report of the proceed¬ 
ings before the United States Court, cime 


out, the following day, in the Indianapolis 1 
.Toii m.il. The prisoners, as soon as they!| 
arrived in Indianapolis, were taken boldril ‘ 
United States Commissioner Bixby toi, 
preliminary examination and sent to jail 
in default of two thousand dollars bail for 
Lang and fifteen hundred dollars fo« 
Boland. The officers then went directly 
before the Grand Jury and about foax|l 
o’clock in the afternoon, four lndictment»>l 
were returned against Charles Lanm J 
Andrew Long, and Hen^ Boland, allasP 
Walter Soott, under which names, theyy 
were at once arraigned in the United a 
States Court, before Judge Gresham. •« 

The accused were represented by 
eral '^omas W. Bennett, late Governor 
Idaho, the legal gentleman who had d*> 
fendM them at Richmond. When calledti 
npoa to plead, the prisoners, by theirll 
counsel, asked time to consider. MoCartsJl 
ney was not accustomed to such, rapidjj 
proceedings;- much can be done ii 
as he had often proved; but, of ti 
had been able to secure little for refleotiomij 
Rathbone hal baffied him in Cinc inn ati J 
and here in Indian.-! polls, his energy andS 
activity had inspii-ed a kind ol legalfl 
whirlwind, which set with irresistiblatfl 
force toward the doors of the penitentia^AB 
Rathbone bad beenjthanked for his assisWlB 
ance in making up the papers of the case;;* 
besides McCartney realized, that beliindLjB 
these Officers and these Operative^ ther“' ■ 
was an able and determined Chief. I 
Marshal Shafer he had found, at last, a 
honest man he could Tfft buy saws of; hw 
had been brought into Courts where d* 
lay had seemed a lost art; his ironSr 1 
guards, the place, all forbade the ^ough^ 
of escape; the fatw seemed to have tui 
against him finally, there waa neiray £i 
the star of hope, nothing left but to m 
If possible, terms with destiny. 

After long hesitation, the prisoner 
both decided to plead guilty to the Courvfl 
in one indictment, though praying thatJ' 
sentence be reservf^ until Tuesday of thed 
following week, November 28tL TLe-L 
petition -was granted and on being in-n 
formed of the true identity and character^ 
of the culprits. Judge Gresham ordere<d 
the Marshal to iron them heavily and putH 
them, under a strong ^ard, in the gov-jg 
emment building; he also gave Rathbone) j 
Mrmission to place a guard of Seer 
Service men over them. They were ao-j 
cordingly ironed together and placed In aiff 
starong room, that Friday night, Novem-a 
ber S^th, with a guard of four trusty meng 
over them. . ^ 

- Tha ne WB of ther diVenima of McCartney^ 
flew Hke lightning oyer the oonntry, as H 
was }cnown that he was the possessor o' 
the only twenty dollar counterfeit plate o 
the Treasury Note^ outside the vaults, orj 
of Secret Service Division of the Treasury j 
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Department, there was intense anxiety tion. for a man who h.as 
.imong the whole community 01 queci-smen does not of ten reform, mu are a m 
and shovers in general. Quite a number : of talent and coura-e' and of rears and 
ot his associates came and sought to see therefore. I repeat, there is little hope of 
^ some cine to i reform. It is mv dntv to sentence yon 
the hiding p ace of the priceless pieces of to tifteen years at'hard'labor in the states 
steel u;»n which, more than aU else, was ; prison. North, and to enter a fine of five 
cased the success of every coney man in i hundred dollars. 

the business. But whatever plea was During the time the Jndqe addressed 
made, no one was allowed access to the him, McCartney stood nnfiinching but 
pnsoners, except McCartney’s wife and ' when the Judge named the term of im- 
she -was so closely watched by the ever prisonment. a sUght drooping of the eve 
present guards, that any collusion was gave token of his consciousness of the 
impossible. I severity of his punishment. The Court 

room of the Umtod States District ! then turned to the younger prisoner and 
Conrti at IndUna^lis was densely | proceeded to pass sentence. It is to the 
oc?u T “ Tuesday, November i oredit of human nature, that e-ven in his 

_btti, 1878’ John Peter McCartney and hour of ruin and doom, McCartney was 
Shepherd, alias Charles Walters, were ; not forgetful of the misfortunes of his 
brought before Judge Gresham for final j younger comrade, with all his natural 
sentence. McCartney is known in the re- i earnestness and force of purpose he in- 
cords of the Court, only m Charles Lang, terrupted the Court and exclaimed, 
^iM^drewL^, and Walters as Henry i "Tour Honor! All the stories against him 
Roland, alias Walter Soott; under these are false; he is the victim of circ^stances. 


names they were arraigned and plead 
guilty and under these names, sentence 
was passed upon them. 'The prisoners 
were brought into Court shackled togeth- 
by the wrists and were presented to 


when banded over to me, he didn’t know 
mel H» isn’t to blame! Hard times, des¬ 
titution and the wants of a family, have 
driven this young man on to the business 
and I hope and trust that in view of these 


the Court by the District Attorney, who | facta yonr Honor will be mercifuL Judge 
re^ the indictment against them, upon | Gresham interrupted McCartnev, saving: 
which they had plead guilty; the charge | The prisoner has more than ordi’n.-iry ca- 
being; Jiaving pas^ a twenty dollar | pacity for crime, as is shown by In 


counterfeit United States Treasury Note, 
upon one John Eggemeyer of Richmond, 
Indiana. ’The District Attorney then 
stated the circumstances of the arrest and 
the large quantity of counterfeit money 
found upon the persons of the prisoners 
at the time they were taken. Ho also 
stated to the Court, that the man Lang or 
Long had been identified as Pete McCart¬ 
ney,, the most notorious and daring coun¬ 
terfeiter in OUT history. He also proposed 
offering testimony as to McCartney’s 
character and previous career. Major 
Gordon who appeared as counsel for the 
defendants, objected to the introduction 
of proof of their former character, as- 
signmg strictly legal grounds for his pro¬ 
test in the case. 

Major Gordon then proceeded and made 
an eloquent plea for mitigation of pun- 
ment, asking that the culprits have room 
for reform, rather than endure the full 
penalty and rigor of the law. After Gor¬ 
don’s address, Judge Gresham asked the 
prisoners if they wished to say anything 
before sentence was passed ujmu them ? 
To the inquiry of the judge, McCartney re¬ 
plied; “Not formyself, may it please your 
Hot^r; but for this young, man ” pointing 
to his a^ciate'Walters. TTie court then 
ordered their irons to 'be renioved and 
that the prisoners stand before the bar. 
His Honor then addressed McCartney, as 
follows: There is little hope for reforma- 


ciation. The Court therefore enters a 
fine of one hundred dollars and sentences 
him to ten years at hard labor, in the 
state’s prison. North.” Walters accepted 
his heavy punishment, with the same firm 
demeanor -which marked his leader and 
apologist sad the two oondemned men 
were then removed from Court, to close 
confinement in custody of the United 
States Marshal, who immediately began 
preparations for their removal to the pris¬ 
on to which they had been consigned for so 
many long years. 

The sudden disappearance from Indian¬ 
apolis of the large number of known co¬ 
ney men who had convened in that city 
during the proceedings against McCartney 
and Walters, excited the apprehension of 
some despera te conspiracy to release tire 
sentenced men and the marshals and se¬ 
cret service men were in dread of some suc¬ 
cessful raid which might be attempted 
somewhere along the route between In¬ 
dianapolis and Michigan City, the place 
where the state’s prison North is located. 
At four o’clock and twenty minutes in the 
afternoon of the day of their sentence 
Tuesday, November 28, 1878, McC.artney 
and .Walters, in charge of nine able and 
determined men, took the train north from 
Indianapoli*, for Michigan City. The 
guard consisted of five Deputy United 
btates Marshals, under command of cap¬ 
tain Will David; also Messrs. E. G. Rath^ 
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’'one and F. C. Tuttle, of tlie secret ser¬ 
vice Operatives, wiUi CoL Oeoroo Parker 
and II! 0. Adams. 

D,-ui!;cr was aucicipated, and the -‘dttch- 
ino ’ and wrecking of the train considered 
probable. Hence the gu.ard was a numer¬ 
ous one, and as reliable in quality as large 
:n numbers. To these extraordinary pre- 
' cautions it may hare been due that the 
night p.assed quieUy, the train ran regu- 
larlv, and that the whole party arrived at 
’ Michigan City in due time and without 
trouble or accident on the moraing of I 
Wednesday, November 29, 1876, just one i 

■ week from the day of his last arrest at! 

; Richmond; During the whole night of 

the journey McCartney conversed freely 
i with those about him, regarding himself, 

I his business, and the incidents of his va- 
I Tied and active life, yet ho communicated 
' little that was entirely new. which the de- 
: tectives would have been pleased to learn. 
He professed to regard his case as hope¬ 
less, but proposed good behaviour in pris¬ 
on, though claiming to be incxipablo of 

■ h.ard labor through ill health, still he de- 
I dared in all ways he would do his best, 
i since Ail sentence was in effect for life. 

On arriving at the penitentiary McCart¬ 
ney became dreadfully pale and when the 
prison doors clo-ed on him he for the fl^t i 
time gave way almost to despair. He 
iieaved a profound sigh .is if his heart 
were broken, his eyes turned glassy, 
’ike one convulsed. He struggled for 
composure, but his talk became rambling, 
his manner incoherent to a pitiable degree. 
Tn five minntes,” wrote one who wm 
present, ho grew in looks ten years older. 
Walters kept up an appearance of calm m- 
1 difference, in striking contrast^th the 
' manner of his older associate. During the 
i forenoon the heads of the. men were 
; shaved and in the course of the day they 
i were assigned their numbers, made ac¬ 
quainted with their duties and became 
estabUshed as inmates of the pemtentiary. 

"Wlieii ordinary men are imm ured m 
prison, to serve long terms of ye.ars, it is 
as if the grave had closed over them; the j 
felon is dead in law, even Us wife, is , 
leased from her duty as such, just as if he | 
were buried. McCartney was not au or- ; 
dinary man and when he disappeared sud- , 
denly, it was as if some great wreck bad 
gone down at sea, the waters tossed and 
were troubled, while ruin engulfed small¬ 
er craft around. Moreover, in his own 
way and time, he sought for freedom and 
beside, when that hope failed, found 

; means to reach out from his fiving tomb 

and strike a powerful and deadly blow at 
the very hearts of those he conceived had 
wronged and outraged him. ^ 

McCartney hmi always been a man who 
kept his own confidences and when he 
sentenced, no person 'v ..-i 


I the world knew 


where he had hidden the counterfeit 
plate of the famous twenty dollar rrea.-n- 
ryNotes. When McCartney was iiriestcd 
, at Richmond, Indiana, "Wednesday, No¬ 
vember 22, 1876, Wauck Hammond was 
in the town. He not only managed to es- 
I cape Umself but took away with him for 
saiety a trunk belonging to McCaitney 
containing as Hammond knew, a large 
amount of counterfeit money and some 
plates. After McCartney had been con¬ 
fined in MicUgan City, Hammoud, as he 
had agreed with McCartney, somehow 
turned all this crooked property over to 
Mrs. McCartney in the most straightfor¬ 
ward manner. Describing this trunk full 
of material as “Iowa property,’’ McCart¬ 
ney managed by letter to instruct his wife 
to retain and care for the whole lot, ex¬ 
pecting after a whUe to make its surren¬ 
der conducive to his pardon. Of all these 
things, Martha McCartney, now in law a 
widow, made safe parcels and “planted” 
them on her farm at Neoga, Ulinois. 

Beside the extensive unencumbered lands 
he left his family when he was imprisoned, 
McCartney left his wifo about ten thou¬ 
sand dollars one way and another in cash. 
"With her experience, capital stock of 
plates and “coney,” Mrs. McCartney 
could have done a great business as a 
wholesale manufacturer and dealer among 
the coney men far and near, who groaned 
in spirit and would not be comforted, be¬ 
cause of the lack of McCartney’s hand¬ 
some twenties. It is to be remembered to 
the woman’s credit,^hatever may be 
charged hereafter, thaFshe ^ve no place 
to temptation in tAfi direction, bat man¬ 
aged hsr farms, cared for her three chil¬ 
dren, and lived quietly without offense to 
any for some time. "While all this had been 
going on,in Heoga, at his homestead, 
McCartney concocted and nearly carried 
oat a scheme which gave the officials 
Michigan City prison a first-class scare 
and furnished the newspapers an item of 
Immense sensation. The history of the | 
matter was, embodied by telegram as fol- 1 
lows: “ilichigan City, Ind., April 26th, j 
1877.—Charles Lang, alias Pete McCart- 
ney, the notorious counterfeiter, made an I 
unsuccessful attempt to make his escape 
from the prison here last night, about 
nine o’clock, but was detected by ' the 
night guard. He had sawed off three of 
the bars to his cell door, and after the 
guard had passed along his tier of cells 
and to the second tier above, Lang got out ! 
and quietly walked down to the outer ' 
door of the cell house. WhUe opening the ! 
door the guard saw and at once went for ! 
and found him standing between the wood- j 
en d"oor and the iron grating. When asked 
what he was doing, he simply said he was 
going out. He had made himself a pair 
of pants out of one of his blankets and 


BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN PETER McCARTNEY. 


67 


' ad a ’icnit shirt over his striped one. 
Lang has served but six months of his fif¬ 
teen Tears sentence.” 

“ifeCartney at his old tricks,” observed 
those who read the news, and the general 
public took no further note, but it com¬ 
pelled greater rigor in the conflnemeut of 
the prisoner, for the risk had been exces¬ 
sive. So g^eat was the severity consider¬ 
ed requisite, that ho complained of injury 
to his health. Still there must have been 
humanity and indulgence in some respects 
to the great jail breaker; ho was permit¬ 
ted to write and allowed to hear from his 
family. Bye and bye the news ho heard 
from Neoga was such as to affiict him 
more than ever the hardships of his im- 
risonment. It is probable there would 
ave been less freedom of correspondence 
allowed had there not been a hope that 
somehow he or those who addressed him, 
would reveal something of importance 
regarding for instance the twenty dollar 
plate. 

At Neoga, Illinois, for years past, there 
has resided and practiced a certain Dr. 
Lewis H. Mason. He was the family phy¬ 
sician of the McCartneys, and when Mc¬ 
Cartney was imprisoned, be having already 
been trusted professionally In the most deli¬ 
cate matters and consulted on affairs of life 
and death, became naturally enough the 
complete confidant and general adviser of 
the especially tried and Iona woman. Un¬ 
der the circumstances the true character of 
Dr. Mason became manifeat. He became 
enamored, as be told her, of the charms uf 
Martha, and by the force of his will In the 
circumstances, swayed her to his amatory 
pnrpose. Having separated from his own 
wife and family, he, it is said, consorted and 
cohabited with Mrs. McCartney continually 
and finally sought to secure a divorce him¬ 
self, that be ml^t marry her. AH' this be 
was accustomed^ in their hours of dalliance, 
to ascribe to the ardor of the pession kindled 
in him by admiration and love of her. 
Meantime Mis. Mason gave the illicit lovers 
little trouble, and some state that she was 
privy to the whole Intent of her husbiuid, 
which they afllrm was to fascinate and marry 
the counterfeiter’s -wife and get possession of 
her property, and then return by reverse 
process to his first darling wHh undimlshed 
love and lots more of money I However 
this may have been, Mrs. McCartaey lav¬ 
ished, It is said, mneh cash, as well as ten¬ 
derness, upon the supposed to be doable 
dealing man of medicine, until at last the 
matter became a public scandal. Even the 
walls of bis cell were not thick enough to 
keep it from McCartney, and when be 
learned this of the mother of bis children, 
she who wasted upon her lover the money 
be had won by crimes which sent him to rot 
in prison, he was aroused to bitter Jealousy 
and driven almost to literal madneas. 

Brooding moodily upon the subject, in the 


stem solitude of bis cell, McCartney realized 
I the force of that passion which inspired the 
Scotch poet, Robert Burns, ■when separated 
I from his well-loved fiance. Jean Armour, as 
expressed in his Lament:— 

“Ohl can she bear so base a heart, 

So lost to honor, lost to truth. 

The plighted husband other youth! 

AlasI lire's path may be unsmoothl 
Her Way may be through rough distress! 
Then whoher pangs and pains will soothe 
Her sorrows snare, and make them less ? 

He wrote reproachful letters to his wife, 
and when he found there was neither change 
nor reformation, be yielded bis mind to 
gloomy suggestions of revenge, and developed 
a scheme which enlisted the whole force of 
the United States courts, and the most earnest 
work of the best men of the secret service in 
furtherance of his purpose. 

Highly gratified as Chief James J. Brooks, 
Operative E. G. Rathborne, Operative F. C. 
Tuttle, and all concerned, were, and had a 
right to be, over the conviction and impriv 
omnent of McCartney; pleased as they were 
at the failure of bis bold and well-planned 
attempt at escape, still these worthy gentle¬ 
man were not happy I "With them, as with 
the coneymen, there was one question un¬ 
answered which vexed their aonls, and every 
day grew more and more pressing and im¬ 
portant. "What bad. become of the plate for 
the oonnterfeit twenties? Until this was 
decided, there could be no peace, no dream 
of safety, and to tbe solution of this problem 
Rathbone gave a deal of Intelligent work 
and obeerratioa. Of course the people at 
Neoga were carefnlly watched, but little 
was learned there except of conjugal esca¬ 
pades and proposed matrimonial recombina¬ 
tions. McCartney bad expected that with 
the “gooda” he bad left in her possession 
and the “Iowa property,” his wife would 
purchase his release, at least make a faitbfril ! 
effort to do so ; when he found nothing of ' 
tbe kind was attempted, that his handsome ' 
Martha had “gone with a handsomer man,” 
bis resentmeat overcame his reserve, he de¬ 
termined others should not enjoy either 
riches or pleasures which were A is by right, 
or by wrong, counterfeiter and prisoner 
though he might be 1 He Intimated to cer- ’ 
tain persona his disposition, and finally, dur¬ 
ing the year 1878, denounced Martha Ann 
McCartney and Dr. Lewis H. Mason of 
Neoga, Illinois, as counterfeiters, making 
and having in their possession a large 
amount of dangerous material, tbe “plant” 
he had left behind him when compelled to 
quit tbe business. 

Mrs. McCartney was from that time very 
doeely “shadowed” by Rathborne and his 
agents; a proceeding she was much too ex¬ 
perienced and acute not to become fully 
aware of almost Immediately. As the watch 
npon her grew closer and doser month after 
month, Mrs. McCartney became alarmed. 
She had informed Dr. Mason of her posses¬ 
sion of the counterfieits and plates, which 























TILE SLCnG of the KONIACKERS- 




inowieilgu he kept .ts a‘‘proiessionai'’se- 
:i-et: no one else except McCartney and 
;x!rhap<i Wauck Hammond were aware oi 
. -be facts, yet sbe was fearful the plant 
would be found and that trouble would 
come of the discovery. Accordingly she 
planned for greater safety, and her action 
I .mpiles that she was not so forgetful of her 
, husband’s claims, at least in the matter of 
j property as may have been imagined. In 
the emergency she applied to ‘‘Jake” Mc¬ 
Cartney, a cousin of her husband, living in 
the town of Etna, not many milea from her 
own farm in Xeoga. On November lOtb, 
1S7S, Jake McCartney visited Marth Mc¬ 
Cartney at her own home. They then had 
a private interview, and Martha told Jake 
that she had some plates that Wanck Ham¬ 
mond had left with her, which she wished 
him to take charge of and bury them, and 
never dig them up, or never let anybody 
know about them or have them except her¬ 
self and Peter her husband. Jake accepted 
the custody of the plates and goods without 
examination, leaving them for a time in the 
place pointed out to him by Mrs. McCart¬ 
ney. 

Taking the matter into consideration, 
Jake McCartney, lor his own reasons, con¬ 
cluded to turn his dangerous trust over to 
other bauds, and early in the New Year, 
1S79, he communicated the Information 
Martha McCartney had given him, to Oper¬ 
ative E. G. Rathbone, of the Secret Service. 
Without delay Operatives E. G. Rathbone 
and W. W. Hall followed the lead of Jake 
McCartney to Neoga, and there, on or about 
Jauuary2l3t, 1S79, Jake dug up the great 
plant which was at once taken possession of 
by the Operatives mentioned and conveyed 
to Chicago, Illinois. The “plant” included 
the famous McCartney plate for printing 
counterfeits of twenty doUar Treasury notes 
and twenty-one thousand dollars of counter¬ 
feits made from it; besideone thousand dol¬ 
lars in counterfeits of the five dollar bills of 
th« Traders’ National Bank, of Chicago, 
Illinois. The satisfaction of Chief James J. 
Brooks and the whole Treasury Department 
over the capture of this plate, and “the ac¬ 
companying documents,” is readily to be 
imagined. 

On January 28th, 1S79, Dr. Lewis H. 
Mason was arrested by Operative E. G. 
Rathbone, at Hackleman, Indiana, and ta¬ 
ken to- Chicago, Illinois. Nothing like 
counterfeit money was found upou him, 
however. Ha was Indicted for passing coun¬ 
terfoil money, upon evidenco furnished by 
the government. Martha McCartney was 
arrested at Neoga, Illinois, February 12th, 
1879, and held, being charged with having 
In her possession “metal plates” for printing 
oounterfeit twenty dollar Treasury notes. - ■ 
The trial of Dr. Lewis H. Mason began 
in the United State* Court, at Springfield, 
Illinois, .March 21, 1879. The principal 
witness was John Peter McCartney, who 
was brought by habeas corpus, from prison 


at Michigan City, Indiana, to give his testi¬ 
mony. He stated that be had known Mason 
sines 1371, and that through Lizzie Philll- 
beck ho made his acquaintance at Neoga, 
Illinois, and subsequently learned be was 
engaged In the same business as himself, 
that of making and passing counterfeit 
money. McCartney also gave an account to 
some extent, of his own operations, and de¬ 
clared that in the early days of Cctober, 
1878, Dr. Mason bad been with Mm at De¬ 
catur, Hllnois, and that there, on the sixth 
or seventh of the mouth. Mason bad taken 
from him several counterfeit twenty dollar 
bills, which Mason passed upon difierent I 
parties. William Meidermeyar, Peter Hofit 
man, William Dennis and William Skelley, I 
all of Decatur, Illinois, testified that they ; 
knew Mason to . be the man who, on the ; 
days named, or thereabout, passed counter¬ 
feit twenty dollar bills upon them, or in ! 
their presence, at Decatur. Secret Service 
Cperatives, E. G. Rathbone, W. W. Hall 
and Will Nichols, with Emily McC^ney ^ 
Jake McCartney and Martha A. McCartney, ! 
t^tified to facts already stated in thia narra- ' 



The case seemed decisive against the ac¬ 
cused, when the defence was called and Dr. 
F. A- Biebardson, Captain M. A. Ewing, 
John Wells, Dr. Regan, Mrs. M. Harts and 
Lake Vaughn with Dr. Mason himself, all 
of Neoga, Illinois, testified. The defence 
proved abKilataiy that Mason bad, at the 
time stated, been In Neoga, absorbed in. the 
practloa of his profession ss a physician and 
coaid not have been out of Neoga anytime 
for twenaty-fonr hours, from October 8d to 
October 10th, 1870. The District Attorney 
announced that he desired to call several 
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witnesses in rebiuuil. but they had not yet 
arrived from Decatur. The Court there¬ 
upon adjourned. 

John Peter McCartney was turned over to 
the Indiana Deputy Marshals and taken 
back to the States Prison at Michigan City. 
Evidently his thunderbolt at Mason had 
failed of its purpose, fallen almost harmless 
to the ground, yet McCartney’s wife had tes¬ 
tified upon her husband’s side and It was 
reported that something like a reconciliation 
between them had grown out of the better 
understanding bom of explanations in the 
case. Though foiled, bailled and stripped of 
his treasury and facilities in the Coney line, 
it is probable McCartney went to his cell in 
a softer mood and better state of mind than 
for many months before. There, in prison, 
ha still remains, shorn of his power for evil, 
growing rapidly old. Biard, indeed, must be 
the hearts would add to his punishment, even 
with his record before them. There are 
basic virtues in the crooked nature of the old 
man, and now it cannot be mere sentiment¬ 
alism to hope they may grow upon him with 
his years, and if never here, why then that 
in a world where treasury notes are not legal 
tender, he may develope to the man he might 
have been, instead of the oflender he was. 
“There is little hope of reform,” said Judge 
Gresham, passing sentence, it is pleasant to 
remember there are other conns aud another 
Judge. Before Hrw all hearts are known 
and the question: “Who maketh you to 
differ?” finds* just and final answer. There 
is always some hope of refonnation- 

All the witnesses for the defence swore to 
the former good character of Dr. Lewis H. 
Mason, besides proving an alibi In his be- 
hali; the case against him was ended in his 
favor by a verdict of not guilty, given at 
Springfield, Hllnois, March 22, 1879. A 
second indictment then pending, was finally 
settled by a nolle pros. Whether the origi¬ 
nal case was one of mistaken Identity, of 
malicious falsification, or of the two com- 
binedi has not yet been made clear. At all 
events the doctor established an alibi, so 
complete and based on such professional in¬ 
cidents and by such unquestionable evidence 
as secured an acqnittal. The government 
witnesses were whoUy mistaken either as to 
the time of the transactions or as to the 
identity of Mason. McCartney and the gov¬ 
ernment ofilcers say the mistake was as to 
time; Mason and his friends say It was as to 
person. Be this as it may, the verdict of 
the Jury could not be other than “not 
guilty” on the evidence. 

For this breach of conjugal duty Dr. 
Mason was ..severely punished. Though 
having a character the peer of any man’s for 
years, he fell into dikirder and disrepute, 
and finally was entangled in such a web 
that but for the sympa^y of old friends and 
the fiaithfrilness of bis brothers, who bad 
some money and one of whom was a law¬ 
yer, he would, under the evidence produced 
against him, have undoubtedly been sent to 


the penitentiary. It was a terrible ordeal, a 
iearl'ui danger, moreover the .'ash speni was 
about two thousand dollars. It is said that 
Doctor Mason has beeu forgiven by his pre¬ 
possessing and attractive wife, and they and 
their son of soma seven years constitute a 
happy family. “All is well that ends well. ’ 



Mint- MaATHA A. McCabtset. 


In the tjulted States Court at Springfield, j 
Illinois, Martha A. McCartney plead guilty i 
to the charge of having bv poeseaaion a ; 

' plate from which to make counterfeit money. 

On motion, of District Attocuey James ' 
A. Connoly, sen^ca -wu ■ospekded, and 
the prisoner discharged on her own recogni- ! 
zance In the sum of five hundred dollars. 
Two other indictments a^inst her for having 
and circulating counterfeit money, were dis- ‘ 
missed. This compromise of her case was 
effected in pursuance of an agreement by 
which Martha A. McCartney, the best in¬ 
formed person in the.world upon such mat¬ 
ters, now out of prison, is to give up all the 
information In her possession regarding the 
persons formerly connected with her hus¬ 
band, John Peter McCartney, in making 
and passing counterfeit money. There aie 
several cases pending, in which her testi¬ 
mony is of exceeding Importance, and there 
is not an intelligent queeiaroaa in the coun¬ 
try but realizes the Increaso of danger to 
himself and ail his partners since John Peter 
McCartney’s dark-eyed wif^ the Quean of 
the Koroiackers, has thus “given hostages to 
fortune,” placed herself under binding obli¬ 
gation and Joined hands and brain wills the 
Secret Service Division of the United Statee 
Treasury Department for their uuec exter- 
mixi&tioiu 

































THE DESPERADO COUNTERFEITER. 


THE DESPERADO COUNTERFEITER; 

MAN OF MYSTERY; 

ROBBER ANB MURDERER: 

MILES OGLE, 

At.tas 

George TV. Oolk, Alias .1. F. Oglesbt, 
Alias George TV. TViisos. 



Miles Ogle. 


The capture and conviction of John Peter 
McCartney, soon after the appointment 
of James J. Brooks lo be Chief of the 
Secret Service Division of the United 
States Treasury Department, was the first 
great and successful blow in the war of 
extermination, which that competent and 
ene^etio officer has ever since directed 
against the allied forces of the criminal 
fraternity of American Counterfeiters. 
TVhen McCartney was immured in the 
Indiana state’s prison. North, at Michigan 
City, in that state, the ablest and most 
competent eoneymaa left outside of prison 
walls was Miles Ogle, whoso- desperate 
life and crafty adventures with those of 
his relatives and partners, are the subject 
of the succeeding pases. • ■ 

Miles Ogle was bom in 1S41, in the 


, state of New York, of German parentaije. 
Tub name of his fatlier was George Ogio 
! and there were two sons. Miles Ogle and 
i John Ogle, who both followed the same 
j course of life and appear together in this 
I comprehensive record. The Ogle family 
I moved West at an early date, being a 
roving tribe and first became known to 
the detectives in the year 1863. In that 
year, George Ogle the father, procured a 
liat-boat and embarking on the Ohio 
River, at a point near Cincinnati or fur- 
; ther up the stream, with his wife and two 
j sons Jiiles and John, started toward the 
j Jlississippi upon an expedition in which 
plunder seems to have b^n the most im¬ 
portant object. At Portland opposite 
Louisville, Kentucky, the family party 
were arrested, but discharged for want of 
evidence. At Rockport, Indiana, still 
further down the river, they were again 
suspected of robberies and an attempt was 
made to arrest them. As the officer came 
on board the boat, Miles Ogle, then a 
young fellow about twenty-one years of 
age, pointed a gun at the intruder’s brea.st j 
and shot him dead. For this. Miles was ; 
sentenced to five yeai-s imprisonment in I 
the Indiana state’s prison, South, at 
JetFersonville in that state, a penalty 
which the offender fully served out. It 
must be supposed there were palliating 
circumstances in this case, or the extreme ; 
penalty of the law for murder would have ; 
at once cut short the criminal career thus 
ominously begun. 

Having finished his term of five years 
in the Indiana state’s prison, Miles Ogle 
proved himself a worthy scholar of ^ 
school from which he graduated. He 
almost immediately joined the infamons 
“Reno gang,” a combination of bandits 
and scoundrels which for years was the 
terror of all Southern Indiana and actually 
subjected and tyrannized over whole coun¬ 
ties in the most audacious and lawless 
manner. In 1808, Miles Ogle, Frank Reno 
and Mike Rogers, were of robbing 

the safe of the Treasurer of Mills Co.. 
Iowa, and were convicted and committed 
to Sydney Jail in that county, from which 
th^ all presently escaped. 

The Reno gang, beside the Reno broth¬ 
ers who were finally lynched, included 
many hard characters, such as Lyle Levi, 
Jefferson Rittenhouse, Mike Rogers and 
others, iyle Levi was the “boss’’ shover. 
for Pete McCartney for a long time and, 
Jeff. Rittenhouse was the husband of 
Mazura or Missouri Rittenhouse, iyle' 
Levi’s sister and mistress of the ,iyle 
headqnarlers at Osgood, Indian:^ -wh^ 
McCartnew as “the best friend th4had 
on earth,’* came often to arrange inatters 
for many a Journeying queersmaat'bf the’ 
time. It is not at all surprising that 
McCartney and Ocrle should become ac-' 
quainted and that in 1868 and 1^9, the 
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•wo worked in pnrtnership. Ogle ■.■csid- 
mg at Fort TVayne. Indiana, where he 
engaged in the constant manul'acture of 
counterfeits of the five dollar United States 
Treasury Note, of the greenback variety, 
issue of March 10th, 1863, and of the 
Twenty Dollar United States Treasury 
Note of the greenback vaiiety of the 
issue of March 10th, 1863, from plates 
then just finished by the deft hands of 
•‘Professor Joseph Woods” in his true 
character as John Peter McC.artney. 

Through his operations in partnership 
with McCartney, Miles Ogle became 
known to the Operatives of the Secret 
Service Division, the Treasury Depai't- 
ment up to that time ha-viiig but indefinite 
information regar ing him and his crimi¬ 
nalities. Miles Ogle married Ida Johnston, 
a daughter of George Johnston, Senior, 
the son of Charles Rhodes Johnston, now 
over eighty years of age. The patriarch 
Charles, lives about three miles from Indi¬ 
anapolis. Indiana. His son George, was the 
father of Charles Rhodes Johnston, 3nd, 
some thirty-two or thirty-five years of age; 
of TYilliam Rhodes Johnston, now twenty- 
five years old; o f George Johnston .1 r., aged 
seventeen, of Ira Johnston aged fifteen and 
of three sisters, namely: Ida John.ston 
aged twenty-nine or thirty, now Mrs. 
Miles Ogle, Laura Johnston and Lizzie 
.Johnston the two last being some nineteen 
or twenty years oli 

During a part of 1869 and 1870, “Pete” 
McCartney was as has been recorded in 
his biography, at Rolla, Missouri, where 
Jliles Ogle also located -with McCartney 
and did the printing of the counterfeit five 
dollar United States Treasury Note, from 
McCartney’s plates already described. 
O^le stole seventy-five thousand dollars 
of these notes from McCartney and put 
them in the hands of dealers and shovers 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. McCartney was 
driven away from Rolla by the intrusion 
of officers of the law, as noted in “ Dye’s 
Government Counterfeit Detector” for -4.n- 
gust, 1879, page forty-second. The pai-t- 
nership of McCartney and Ogle was bro¬ 
ken up, no settlement being effected and 
Ogle was next seen in Philadelphia, Pa., 
where ho •was known to those whoso busi¬ 
ness it -was to observe him, as the alleged 
manufacturer of counterfeit notes. Still 
in 1870, a raid was made upon the place 
on Seventh street, where Ogle was said to 
carry on his criminal inefustry. 'When 
the Operatives of the Secret Service en¬ 
tered the premises where the “mill” was 
supposed to be, they found a press, a 
marking machine, ink-pot and scraps of 
bank n‘‘'te paper. The evidence that 
counterfeiting was carried on there was 
strong but not positive, meanwhile the 
proprietor of the illicit material escaped 
the vigilance of the Operatives and found 


green liclds and pastures new in a dUtaut 
part of the commonwealth. 

! In liTl, >DIes Ogle was arrested -Linder 
I the name of George TV. TVilson, at Pitts- 
j burg, Pa., where an indictment and true 
bill was found against him for counter¬ 
feiting, in October of that ye.ar: the charge 
against him being the nnaking and having 
a plate for printing counterfeits of the 
live doll.ar United States Treasury Note.s, 
and pa.ssing bills of that characti r. The 
])risoner was admitted to bail and so get¬ 
ting at large, ho kept out of sight and 
forfeited his bond.s, the Honorable Court 
not having the satisfaction of seeing his 
countenance for several years. The fug-- 
tive was described as a lar^e .stoutly built 
man, some thirty years ola, six feet high 
and weighing two bundled and thirty 
pounds, of generally preposse.ssing appear¬ 
ance, with an iniclligont look, his speech 
slightly Teutonic and his manners those 
of an educated German, His ha r was a 
dark brown and inclined to curl, and he 
wore his whiskers, carefully trimmed 
around his face. Ho made a good subject 
for a picture and the illustration at the 
head of this article is a good engraving 
from an excellent photograph of him. 
Later he became .somewhat intemperate 
in hishabit.s, drinking quite freely, a thing 
which damaged his looks and depraved 
still more his disposition; just as intoxica¬ 
tion affects wlioevcr is betrayed into an 
infatuation of tlrat kind. 

Tliere was a great difference between 
“Pete ” McCartney and ililes Ogle. The 
first although exceedingly shrewd and 
quick •■witte^ was sometimes reckles-s, 
seeming in some cases to almost enjoy 
being involved in danger, because of the 
chance it rave his genius for trickery, 
bribery and sharp practice, in getting 
clear. Ogle as became his German blood, 
was more phlegmatic, careful and secre¬ 
tive. The man would have made a first- 
class diplomatist, had his destiny called 
him to such a position. Something inter¬ 
esting in illustration of his traits of char¬ 
acter and method of management, will 
appear in its proper ^ilace farther on in 
this narrative. As might have been ex¬ 
pected, the whereabouts and whatabouts 
of Miles Ogle, for a time after he forfeited 
his bail at Pittsburg, Pa., in 1871, have 
not become matter of official record. 
From those who were his comrades in 
crime and from their customers, comes 
the very probable report, that he did not 
trouble himself with distant traveh but 
applied his mind to the same pursuits as 
before, just as though courts and laws had 
become “nulL void and of no effect’’ in 
his sagacious ca.se. 

However on the twelfth of March. 1873, 
Miles Ogle was again arrested in Philadel¬ 
phia, Pa.; for having engraved a set of 


























THE DZiPEU-VDu COUXTERFEITEE. 


•lolh 


XMi >t.ncs T;-u;u.ury Xon 
S..IIHJ i;i possession aiij 
piibiisliiuif eonnceneics 
Uiiitcil Stacea Treivsurv Notes, 
taken bct'ore :lie United 


live [-H'ruso the succeeiiins; parnirraplis to dia- 
ioi- cover. CUiel II. t'. NVUitley and CoL 
ut- .Sneibaker were at one time close upoa 
the his track, but just as they got liiiu fairly 
located he took the alarm aud tied to part* 
unknown. Ogle was again seen in Cin- 


' oniinis.sioner and after ex.amination held cinnati soon after Bill Mills and Romaia. 
for trial in default of twelve thousand Lohrer were sent to the peuiteutiary, 
doil.us bail. Jlay -3cl, 1873, the prisoner though not hnpUcated in any uew crime. 
".IS taken to Pittsburg. Pa., to be trieti | Sometime about August, 1S70, there ap- 
■n a e. largo ot cc^mrtcitmg, under the I peared a new counterfeit, of the denomi- 
name ot .eorge W. 'V ilsou, on an ludict-; nation of ten doUars. on the Richmond 

inent already mentioned as founds .against i National Bank, of Richmond. Indiana. 

mm in 13,1 on which ho had tortcitcd , Sooa after, another counlerleit of the 
o .'-in denomination was i^sncd. on Lafay- 

•'•ul' ^ctolier 18, 1 -, hav mg National Bank, of Lafayette, Indiana^ 

mirreudered to Lnited States District At- : and in November of the same year stUi 
.iri'.oy Swoope. one set ot copper plate.s another, on the Muncie National Bank, of 
.11 lour pieces, lor printing counterleics ot j Muncie, Indiana. Thci-e Uirto counter- 
:he uve dollar United btates Treasury i feit bills wore evidently fiom the same 
Notes and a set ot steel plates, in two | places, the variations in the names of the 
pieces, lor printing counterteits of the 1 banks and their locations being created by 
TOnorv nr a | artistio changes in tliciiUc liiiesoftlie work. 

Experts and Operatives of the Secret Ser¬ 
vice considered these bills the hanih-worfc 
of Miles Ogle, but he was so well undext 
cover that no one could fiiui him.amlsocare 
fully arranged was his nictli'd of opera-i 
tious. that it seemed impossible to discov- 
from what source came tif great quan., 
erl'eittens which were 
circulation. 


"Spinner Head” variety of the fifty 
N'occs of the United States Fractional 
Ourrcucy, with a large amount of coun¬ 
terfeit money, he was admitted to bail, 
upon the understanding that he was to 
give aid in suppressing the crime in which 
he had bc?n discovered to be au expert. 

ilgle persu.-ulcd District.attorney Swoope 
that the revelations ho made of the man- titles of tli 
of counterfeiting, would enable the , rapidly thro' 


ivernment to put au eud i 
: once and forever, "‘a consummar 
wished,” but < 


unattained, and as appears from recent 
(loveiopements, as far removed at present 
as ever. Still that which Ogle communi¬ 
cated in this way had great value doubt¬ 
less at the time, and moreover he pledged 
himself to assist effectually in the appre¬ 
hension of several distinguished coun¬ 
terfeiters and criminals then abroad and 
.active in various felonies. Attorney 
Swoope admonished Ogle to quit his crim¬ 
inal career and to keep his promises to 
the authorities, to all of which the culprit 
fiiithfully and solemnly pledged himself, 
whereupon he was released on bail Octo¬ 
ber 18th, 1873. Tlio information given by 
Ogle at this time led to the arrest of sev¬ 
eral notorious queersmen and reprobates 
and subsequently be worked for a consid¬ 
erable time in co-operation with the offi¬ 
cers of the government, but finally with¬ 
drew from that honorable association and 
was presently again involved in mystery. 

Migrating from Pittsburg, Ogle moved 
west and took up his resideuce first at j 
Ciuemnati, Ohio, and next at a place in 
the country not far from that city, in the 
vicinity of a town or village called Chevi¬ 
ot.' There he rented a small farm and 
kept a country variety store, but whether 
petty agriculture and retail trade were 
sufficient to monopolize his attention and 
fuilv employ his talents, the reader must 


crime | ^ pb-m w.a.s at one time arranged, by 

i which the faincus Henry C. Cole, the' 
yet I counterfeiter, ■whose record appears 


the March issue of “Dye's Govemmenjfil 
Counterfeit Detector,” was to T 
made insti-umental in locating Ogl 
and the hi.stoiy of the expedition 
given by Cole himseffi affords an in—'- 
into the manner in which Ogle condi 
his affairs and definitely marks his ch 
ter in more than one respect. Cola 
dined to take money from those who oi 
his departure upon this errand, but 
derstood. that he shonld be prote 
from unpleasant consequences, if by 
means captured with the disreput 
company he sough L It was known 
Cole that one John McKeman, thenUvi^M^ 
a tavemkeeper at number eighty-foupidisS 
Front street, Cincinnati, Ohio, had 1 ’ 

been a sort of guardian of Miles Ogle, 
to him at this time au appUcation 
made. Cole being a first-class coney i 
was of course treated with distinguisbetii 
consideration, but tire manner of hisreoep ' 
tion shows but too plainly what would havx 
befallen an ordinary mortal under si ” 
circumstances, had there been the 
occasion given for suspiciou of his 
'poae. ... i 

Cole related to confidential paruei^ 
ha'ving arrived at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
en John McKeman, he 'was able ah 
time, to satisfy tho.so to whom he was 
troduced, as to* his purpose hi seeking, 
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Ogle, ami wa.s then uken by night, a long 
.luu rough ndo over country roods, some 
lorry miles from the city, to a lonely place 
which he could not recognize. There he 
was admitted into a closely guarded house 
and introduced to iOles Ogle iu the pres¬ 
ence ot a number of large, rough looking 
men, fellows to whoso hands the knives 
and pistols they carried were as familiar 
and ready as their glasses and soup spoons. 
Cole confessed himself abashed at the mw 
tnre of his reception by such company. 
He was a brave man, but if ever any one 
h.ad rea.son to be intimidated, “Harry” C. 
Cole need not have been ashamed of his 
uneasiness. It was not his style however 
ro l)e taken aback by circumstances and 
whatever tlie conditions, did not intend to 
conduct a business interview under duress 
ot iear. He took hi.s measures according¬ 
ly and the result justified his coolness and 
decision. 

One of the persons present at the above 
meeting states that Cole after the first few 
minutes of general conversation upon dif¬ 
ferent subjects, said: “I have come a long 
and troublesome journey, gentlemen, to 
reach this place. My object was to h.ave 
a little conversation about business with 
onr friend, >[r. Ogle. I am not in the 
h.ibit of talking private matters in the 
presence of people who are strangers to 
me. None can have any reason to fear 
me, I am here alone, a slight, weak, deli¬ 
cate, unarmed man. Mr. Ogle himself 
could crush my life out between his thumb 
.and finger, in a moment. "Why, then, 
must au you solid men bo around, as if 
like so many bears and lions, you were but 
waiting a sign to tear me to pieces and de¬ 
vour me. If I can see Mr. Ogle alone and 
coufidentially, I will satisfy him, but I 
have no business with any crowd, and if 
I cannot bo allowed my o-wu way, I shall 
have to take tlie road back to Cincinnati, 
which-ever course you send me. But I 
iliall have wasted all my time and expense 
money in tloat case and nobody -will be 
any way better off or richer for my oom- 
ing.” 

The rest of Cole’s talk 'was done to 
Miles Ogle alone and what was said be¬ 
tween the two, they alone can relate. 
Neither of them has been communicative 
m that respect. When Colo returned 
from his joui-ney, he informed those who 
■jjquired, that he had seen Ogle; would 
not say what he was doing aud utterly 
refused to state where he met him. Colo 
eevertheless dropped a word of caution, 

M to the risk incurred by those who un- 
ilertook to travel the road he had just 
been safely over; but beyond this and a 
vague hint or two, the distinguished 
jucei'sman was silent. As unsatisfactory 
0* all this was, nothing mpre seems to 
b-ave been accomplished until a change 


"■ook pi,000 in the ^laiiagoment ;uid Dponi- 
tivos of the .'■ocrot survico. 

I In July, 137(i, .James J. Brooks, became 
Chief of the Secret Service Division, and 
soon after the Operatives at Cincinnati. 
Ohio, were superseded by Estes G. Rath- 
bone and F. 0. Tuttle, and these two im¬ 
mediately set sharply to work to rid their 
district of the ever active counterl'eiters 
who h.ad so long infested that part of the 
country. On November 22d, 1876. ‘Tete” 
McCartney, “The King of the Koni.ack- 
ers” was arrested at Richmond, Indiana, 
and through the energy of Operative 
Rathboiie immured for fifteen years Wed¬ 
nesday, November ‘29, 1876, in the Indiana 
state's prison, North, at Slichigan City. 
The next principal party was supposed to 
be Miles Ogle and much time and consid- 
ereble money was spent in efforts to dis¬ 
cover his hiding place. At last it came 
to the knowledge of the Operatives that 
Ogle had been seen to visit the tavern of 
John McKeman, No. 84 East Frontstreet, 
Cincinnati. Tliey obtained an accurate 
description of their man from headquar¬ 
ters aud shadowed McKeman’s house for 
more th.an a month, at the end of that 
time their diligence was repaid by a sight 
of Jliles Ogle .os he came to McKeman's 
place. When Ogle left the tavern of his 
old friend, he was followed to an exten¬ 
sive livery stable kept by “ J. P. Oglesby” 
on the east side of Freeman street, be¬ 
tween Wade and Liberty streets in the 
same city. 

Ogle was then shadowed to a residence 
Number 242 Poplar street, which -was 
found to be occupied by his brother-in- 
law William Rhodes Johnston. Tliere ' 
Ogle also made his home, at least he -was 
there whenever it suited his purposes. It 
was found that J. F" Oglesby the proprie¬ 
tor of the hvery stable on Freeman street 
near Wade street, was none other than 
Miles Ogle himself, nor was this the only 
business in which he wa.s active. While 
the officers were shadowing him, he was .. 
detected in making sales of counterfeit 
money at Brighton flats or ILU Creek 
bottom and also with John McKeman at 
his tavern on East Front Street. From 
the first of September, 1876, to the 12th, 
of November following, he was at his liv¬ 
ery stable almost continually. On the 
last day named he disappeared. It was 
afterwards learned that on November 9th, 
1876, Miles Ogle rented a house near the 
Fair Grounds on Friend street, at Colum¬ 
bus, Ohio, where he and his wife remained 
a number of weeks, but finally broke up 
as he assumed to have “business East.” 
His wife presently sold the household 
goods and removed to folloiw the uncer¬ 
tain fortunes of her husband. It 'was 
supposed the Ogles used the Columbus 
house for some part of their counterfeiting 


























t::e desper.vD',-' couxterfeitee. 


■ neranoas. as scverr.i jars Thich ;'.ad i.’on- 
-.iined ohemirais ■were I'ouud on the prem- 
'.ses after their departure. 



TyiLLiAOi Rhodes Johxstox. 


Early in January 1877, Miles Ogle again 
appeared at his usual haunts in the city of 
Cincinnati. He had been closely shad¬ 
owed since September 1870, and evidence 
accumul.ated sufScicnt for his conviction 
for passing and selling; he could have 
been arrested any number of times, but 
the capture was postponed in order to dis¬ 
cover where he made the bills he dealt in 
and 30 secure at once, the man, his tools 
and machinery, stock in trade and confed¬ 
erates. Carefully as the watch on Ogle 
had been kept, he seemed to have become 
uneasy and his guardians became appre¬ 
hensive lest he should slip away from 
them after alL On Saturday evening, 
January 6th. about five o’clock. Opera¬ 
tives Rathbone and Tuttle saw Ogle leave 
his home on Poplai street, from which he 
proceeded up the Une of Railroad, across 
the Tiraanus Bridge to Brighton flats or 
Mill Creek common or bottom, not far 
from the Brighton House, near the drove 
yards at Brighton Station, on the Cincin¬ 
nati Hamilton and Dayton Railroad. 
Ogle had been traced to Brighton. Station 
before and was known to have his bo^le 
carriers and customers among the drovers 
who congregated at the yards and at the 
Brighton House. 

When Ogle had got well along in his 
tramp towards Brighton flats, his brother- 
in-law William Rhodes Johnston, came 


out from between two freight t-ars 't' a 
train which stood upon the railroad track 
and joined company with him. It became 
evident to the Operatives who followed 
that something important was about to 
^ occur and their hitherto careful observa¬ 
tion was quickened by ab.sorbing interest. 

I The game had become a deep one and ex¬ 
perts on both sides were engaged in the 
movements. Ogle always exceedingly 
cautions and ever alert, was evidently ex¬ 
tra watchful and in a dangerous mood, 
wliile his companion, keen as a weasel, 
observed with sharp-eyed care every sign 
which might indicate danger. For all 
that, like well-trained professionals, they 
kept up an appearance of carelessness and 
to an ordinary observer would have seemed 
! two free and easy comrades, out on- a 
I happy stroll, for exercise, and amusement. 

; ^esently Ogle and Johnston left the 
I i-ailroad track and turned towards a point 
j on the Common where a large elm tree 
I stood. It was impossible to follow them 
I further without detection and Rathbone 
. and Tuttle came to a stand between the 
j freight cars, just as Johnston had hidden 
himself, some few moments before. Day¬ 
light was fast turning to darkness and ! 
the forms of Ogle and Johnston soon be- ■ 
I came lost to distinct view, amid the fast | 
. growing shadows of the uncertain land¬ 
scape. Obscurity favors concealment, 
but it favors skilled observation as well 
and taking their own method, the Opera¬ 
tives became satisfied the men they 
watched, were engaged in the nice busi¬ 
ness of “raising a plant;” a piece of 
work which regardless of the seeming 
sense of the phrase, has nothing to do 
with a^culture or floriculture, out in¬ 
sisted in digging out of the CTOund w5at 
a plainsman or half-breed Indiaa would 
call a “cache” or deposit of some sort. 
In this case there ’was small reason to 
doubt, that the package they lifted from 
their excavation contained counterfeit 
money or the means of making the same, 
very probably both the one and the other 
together. 

Ogle and Johnston started upon their re¬ 
turn, and when they readied the Railroad 
once more, Johnston carried a rough look¬ 
ing heavy vahse they had acquired posses¬ 
sion of since passing that way some little 
time before. The two men were more on 
their guard than ever and as the smaller, 
Johnston, walked on with his burden, the 
almost gigantic Ogle strode beside him, 1 
with a look which gave warning to an who 
knew him or mistrusted his Imsiness! If j 
Ogle had been a common man, he would 
have been arrested then and there, for 
Rathbone and Tuttle were among the cars 
upon the track where he came upon it. 
But the man who shot an ofEcer dead on 
sight, when a mere boy and who kept a 
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'™iy gu.ardofcut-rhroats, ,is Colo had dis- 
uvored. ■■vas uoc the L-liaractcr to ju-ovoiio 
; :o a duel, with mau to man,in a locality iii 
i which he had more friends by far, than 
I the oificers of the law could hope to rally 
; before somebody was killed. As mau- 
-laughter was not the mission of the 
Operatives, it is no reflection upon their 
courage, but a compliment to their discre¬ 
tion, that they let their men pass for the 
rime and planned to capture them both 
alive and secure the boodle without butch¬ 
ery. 

Having managed so as to meet Ogle and 
Johnston when they came upon the Rail¬ 
road aud made their own observations, 
the Operatives suddenly became very anx- j 
ious to escape observation of themselves j 
in return. Rathbone and Tuttle got be- j 
hind the cars and soiled their hands, faces I 
and clothes, then in the coolest style, be- j 
gan to work at the cars, this way and that, ; 
as if the most faithful and preoccupied of | 
all the many brakemeu employed upon i 
the C. H. D. B. & 0. R. R. Co,sUnes!| 
Ogle came close upon Rathbone, his hand j 
upon his hip, but taking the latter for what 
he seemed to be. passed him with but a | 
glance imder which however the Operative i 
though outwardly imperturbable, was i 
most keenly conscious of the fine points of 1 
:lie situation. Ogle and Johnston directed '• 
their steps toward the little Miami Rail- ; 
road depot in Ciucirmati, to which they 
were followed by Rathbone and Tuttle, the | 
Operatives taking care that the men they j 
followed did not separate or part with the 
mysterious valise which they carried. At 
the depot named. Ogle and Johnston pur¬ 
chased tickets for Philadelphia Pa., and 
presently took the 8.25 P. M. Pan-Handle 
' train for Pittsburg Pa. The Operatives, 
once more transformed, as to appearances, 
took the same train with the men whose 
wake they had followed thus far, and in 
close proximity the four started on their 
journey eastward. 

It will be remembered that Miles Ogle 
had been admitted to bail by District At¬ 
torney Swoope at Pittsburg, Pa., Octo¬ 
ber, 1873, upon conditions. These condi¬ 
tions Ogle had not observed, and his bail 
hb had torfeited. Thu circumstances sup¬ 
plied a ready-made “case” against him 
and the Secret Service Operatives were sa¬ 
gacious enough to know and reahzo all the 
advantage to be gained by a capture in the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, especial¬ 
ly as they only surmised the nature of the 
“evidence” they might find upon the per¬ 
sons of Ogle and Johnston, or in the valise 
to which the last party gave such careful 
attention. AJter the train left Steubenville 
Station, which is near the western State 
line of Pennsylvania, the Operatives after¬ 
wards described as ’ ‘an old man and young 
one” approached the brakeman and one of 


rliom slipping a iiftv cent -crip :nco ::is 

they crossed the Une into Ponnsyivama. 
The brakeman did as directed wLeu ’.ha 
’ train had reached a point near Collin Sta¬ 
tion, on the P.. C. & St. L. R. R., and 
I then Operative Rathbone, the young man 
: aforesaid, walked over to where (Dgle sat 
. apart from Johnston and extending his 
right hand as if to an old acquaintance, 
said in a friendly manner, “How do you 
do, ilr. Hall?” 

Ogle extended his hand to shake, when, 
quick as a flash of light, Rathbone grab¬ 
bed the proffered palm with his right hand 
and seized Ogle’s other hand with liis left. 
Ogle struggled to release his left hand 
which he tried to get to his hip for his re¬ 
volver in his pantaloons pocket. Though 
called “young,” Rathbone at this time 
weighed about one hundred and ninety 
pounds, all meat, and was described as 
“just about as full of pluck as anyone 
could be.” Greek met Greek, but the 
Operative bad the advantage, and, beside 
was dexterous. "When he brought his left 
hand into action, it held a nice pair 
of steel hand-cuffs and before the passen¬ 
gers in the same car realized there was 
anything uncommon going on. Miles Ogle 
was arrested and sitting quietly in irons. 
It had been a long, tedious, painstaking, 
pursuit, but the object warranted the ef¬ 
fort, circumstances compielled the course 
taken, and the Secret Service man was nim¬ 
ble enough, when at last the time for pre¬ 
caution was past and the nip and tuck of 
the desperate game demanded swiftness 
and courage. 

While this had been going on. Operative 
Frank C. Tuttle had gone over to where 
William Rhodes Johnston was, about four 
seats to the rear, and presenting his re¬ 
volver at the head of the latter with the 
word of command, “Hands upl ” effected 
his capture without any trouble, by dint of 
that plain and simple argument. John¬ 
ston, who was a slight, dapper gentleman, 
submitted to be ironed without opposi¬ 
tion, all the more quietly as he saw his 
stalwart chief suddenly brought to bay 
and a helpless prisoner in the hands of 
the enemy. _ 

1 The Operatives then searched the person 
I of each of the prisoners. Ogle was stuf- 
j fed full'of counterfeit money, having a 
I package in every pocket of his clothes. 
There was about two thousand dollars of 
the stuff upon him, mostly in the Rich¬ 
mond, Lafayette and Muncie ten dollar 
counterfeit biUs be bad been suspected of 
manufacturing. The Operatives also took 
from Ogle a book of bank checks, and 
when this was found he said: “Ton will 
find a httle money there to my credit;” 

I meaning he had money in the bank named 
on the checks, and this was the only word 
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: desperado counterfeiter. 


I ' Lt3rHr> 

ijA>6uly roil of counterfeit bills near the Tlia val!=« v v , ■fl 

5-cat occupied by Johnston; this money Johiistr.n ^ which had been taken-witlij 

;A'as a package he managed to throw awoy h ’ acknowledged by (Jgle to 4 

■iiu-ing the moments fhe train and ail l>e tried to oreate the J 

concerned were in the denseTrl^el o; bearer of the same, ^ 

the underirronnd nnssn.ro mi,„ i:?i of the nature of its contents.'tJ 


the underfund passage. The valise 
which had been dug up at Brighton tlats. 
'^as lound m the hand of Johnston when 
'-■perative Turtle came upon him as h.as 
( been related. Johnston saw Rathbone 
wiien he Laid hands upon Ogle, and haviu"- 
instructions from his leader to throw 
■tway the valise m case of arrest, began 
breatang the window of the car and would 
have flung his baggage out upon the road¬ 
side but lor the quickness of Tuttle in 
makmg the capture. During the entire 

proceedings young Johnston spoke never I 
a word, .and the observing passengers sent 
to the newspapers statements that the I 
lour men seemed to have a perfect under¬ 
standing of each other and went throun-h 
the whole business as if it were a s'et 
piece iu a drama .and had been rehearsed 
any number of times. 

( The search being over and the valise 
taken posssession of, a warrant for their 
aiTest was read to the prisoners and an 
I Operative sat down beside each of them 
i until the tram arrived at Pittsburg, Pa. 

on the morning of Janu.ary 8th, 1877 Upl 
; on reaching the city at the Union DepoL 
: the four men left the cars quietly and 
I took a caiTia« up Grant street to Sev- 
I enth avenue, down the avenue to Smith- 
1 held street and so on to the Robinson 
i House, where they took rooms and having 
their breakfast sent up to them, made 
themselves safe and comfortable for a 
short time. The newspapers noted the 
; arrival of the mysterious party and from 
i the sudden acUvity of the officials of the 
j L nited States Court, inferred an affair of 

; impo^nce. Ogle at once sent for Thomas 

31. JiarshalL Esq., who had been his 
attorney for five years and had defended 
him before District Attorney Swoope, in 
lap. To Mr. llarshall both Ogle and 
Johnston entrusted their case, having 
every reason to rely upon his skill and faith- 
lulness in their very critical circum¬ 
stances. 

The Oiieratives then ordered a cartiage 
which having arrived, the prisoners were 
Wken to Dabb’s Photograph Rooms 174 
Uiberty street, where the photographs 
were taken from which the engravings of 
Ogle and Johnston which appear on these 
pages have been reproduced. Bv about 
eleven o’clock. A. t.hn nriA-o- 


or satchel, securely^ 
tied with cords and coated with asphaJtnnL 1 
p keep out water. The contents wer^ 
of Pl-ttes for printing counterfeit ten'^ 
dollar National Bank notes, on the Rich- 
^2°*^ Ea-ffiycite, Muncie, and about forty 
other National Banks of Indiana. The 
ongmal Richmond counterfeit engraved 
plate was part of the lot, with the torder' 
and centre back of the same, the red seal 
pate and forty-three electrotype plates' 
irom Gie ten dollar plates, for the n^er- ' 
ous changes above mentioned. Also a set 
of pates for printing counterfeits of fifty 
cent Notes of the United States Fractional 
beai-ing the “ Dexter Head-” 
with fifty-two electrotypes from the same, 
lor printing such currency in sheets. Be- 
spe counterfeit money of the ten dollar 
National B.ank Notes and fifty cent cur- 
nominal amount of 8a 775 - f 

, tbe Secret Service Division was i 

plM^ in possession of all tlie plates for 1 
p^ting couperfeits of ten dollar notes, i 
^her of the Treasury or National Banks! B 
Iffie counterfeit money foundin the valise. 1 
with, that taken upon the prisonei^ *■« 
Mioun^ to nearly eight thousand d^ ^ 
^ Soon after ^e interview wjth Dis-'^fl 
tact Attorney McCormick, the J^^ners 1 
were t^en before United States Commis- J 
sioner Gamble, where they waived a hear- I 
committed to jail, for trial' i 
at the February term of the United States ' I 
District Court, m default of $20,000 bail I 
reqffired from each of them. • I 

. their business in so sat- I 

Prpnpt a manner, Operatives I 
^thbone and Tuttle returned at once to I 
Cincinnati Ohio, and arrested John Me- I 

Aeimin and his wife Bridget McKemamthe' E 

head of an extensive and long active gang £ 
of shovers, old friends of Ogle and heavy |] 
bu^rs of counterfeit money from him. fa 
McKeraM was caught through the dlscov. ' I 
mes of detective Thomas McGovern, who D 
^c^e familiar -with the Rittenlinse, H 

Le^ Lee fpnfiy at Osgtjod and vicinity and fi 

ptting into their dangerous confidence ‘ B 
followed up the business -with such shrewd- 'ffl 
ness a-.d courage, that Operative Rath-’ffl 
bone not only was enabled to-lay hands'W 

saw them safely landed at last in prison '^ 


eleven o’clock, A.^'m., the ParV"wffh i underVita^ur'senten'c^s," 
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liter Ogle and Johnston were safe in jail 
.ic Pittsburg. Ogle when in the hands 
of Rathbone at Pittsburg, in order to 
make capital and win favor, told that 
Operative that near where the valise had 
been dug up on Brighton fiats there was 
another-‘plant," he having buried several 
thousand dollars of counterl'eit money by 
the old elm tree which was a feature of 
that landscape. As soon as they had 
completed the business growing out of 
the arrest of the McKernans and their 
party, Rathbone and Tuttle went out to 
Brighton flats and located the plant from 
the directions they had received. There 
was however an overflow at the time from 
31ill Creek, over the flats, which prevented 
them from digging thereabout. When 
the flood subsided they went out again, 
but this time the sod was hard frozen. 
They hpwever secured the services of an 
expert —with a pickaxe, in an L-ishman 
from McLean avenue, who after consid¬ 
erable hard work, dug up a sealed tin 
bucket and a large c.an. The spot where 
these were found, was about half a mile 
uorth of Brighton Station, near the Cin¬ 
cinnati, Hamilton and Dayton Railroad 
tracks. 

The Operatives at once took possession 
of the bucket and can and prepared for a 
return to town, paying the laborer a dol¬ 
lar for his trouble. They had parried the 
Irishman’s inquisitiveness by tiie state¬ 
ment that there were great quantities of 
jewelry buried there and when the deposit 
was actually found, the mind of the la¬ 
borer was fairly upset. He would not 
leave his employers, but demanded a 
half of the treature trove. 'The Operatives 
then told him in good faith, the backet 
and can contained counterfeit money. 
This the imaginative son of' Erin utterly 
refused to believe and insisted that he 
was entitled to at least one-quarter of the 
prize, whatever its character. To satisfy 
him, the Operatives advised the Irishman 
to leave his tools in a safe place and come 
to headquarters -with them and see the 
bucket and can opened, which he agreed 
to do, still insisting upon the injustice 
done him by their refusal to make a divi¬ 
sion in the matter. He started to accom¬ 
pany them and at Harrison avenue thev 
got in Number 18 green car of the Bay- 
mUler street line of horse cars, while he 
went into a bar room, as the Operatives 
supposed to leave his pick and shovel for 
safe-keeping. 

In a moment the car started do-wn to-wn 
and was followed by a big burly policeman 
named John Shatzman, who boarded it 
and taking a seat alongside of Rathbone 
I demanded in a very authoritative tone, 

I to know what was in the tin vessels be¬ 
tween his feet. The Operatives told him 
the facts and showed him their Commis- 


.sions; Shaezmau was inexorable however 
and insisted upon taking them before cu- 
perintendentof Police Colonel Wood. The 
Operatives thought fit to bo -‘taken in" 
and at the Ninth street station house, 
took their backet and can to a safe place 
.and opened them before Colonel Wood, 
when they were found filled with counter¬ 
feits of the fifty cent Notes of the United 
States Fractional Currency of the ‘‘Dexter 
Head’’ Series. Of course the Operatives 
were at once courteously dismissed and 
taking their prize to headquarters found 
they had 18,541.00 of fifty cent currency 
notes of the Ogle manufacture; the same 
having been buried by him. This last 
find raised the amount of counterfeit 
money taken -with Ogle, to $14,316.50. In 
all one hundred and ten counterfeit plates 
were captured in the same connection 
and over three hundred persons criminally 
implicated and brought to punishment 
first and last. 

Tnie Grand Jury found true bills against 
Miles Ogle and William Rhodes Johnston, 
charging them -with having in possession 
the counterfeit plates and money already 
described and a time was fixed for the 
trial, which took place at the Febi-uary, 
1877, Term of the ;District Court of the 
United States for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania, held at Pittsburg. Tlie 
case was one of peculiar interest and one 
of the most important of its kind ever 
tried. His Honor Judge Wintlirop W. 
Ketehum presided at the sessions; Henry 
H. McCormick, United States District At¬ 
torney and Assistant United States Dis- ‘ 
tact Attorney George C. Wilson, con¬ 
ducted tho prosecution; while 'Thomas M. 
MarshaU, appeared for the defend- 

The case -was opened for the govern¬ 
ment, by Assistant District Attorney 
WUson, who. stated to the jury what he 
expected to prove. Estes G. Rathbone 
Operative of the Secret Service, was the 
first -witness called; Frank C. Tuttle also 
an Operative of the Secret Service was next 
examined. Being sworn, these -witnesses 
testified substantially to the facts of the 
arrest of Ogle and Johnston as detailed in 
the foregoing pages. The case of Ogle 
was hopeless from the beginning, but 3Ir. 
Marsh^ made the best terms possible for 
such a hardened offender and tried faith¬ 
fully to clear the young man Johnston. 

On February 23rd, 1877, Miles Ogle was 
was found guilty of tho charge against 
him, and sentenced to confinement at hard 
labor in the Western Penitentiary, at Alle¬ 
ghany Pa. for the tlie term of eight (8) 
years and to pay a fine of eight thousand 
dollars ($8,COO). WUliara Rhodes John¬ 
ston -was con-victed and sentenced to two 
years Imprisonment and to pay a fine of 
two thousand dollars ($2,000). 
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TUE 3LLN- THAT BROKE JAIL. 


i THE MAN THAT BROKE JAIL; 

j -XliE- 

j NOTORIOUS COUNTERFEITER 
-^isro— 

DESFEMTE BMLAE; 

JOHN OGLE, 

(Brother of JItles Ogle.) 
Ael^s 


Tom elites. Alias Robert M. Rarkir, 
Alias George Irthr, Alias Johr Oret, 
Alias Letvts Kose, Alias Jour Haweirs. 



JoHR Ogle. 


The original of the above illustration, 

belonged to a family, celebrated in the 
.annals of crime and bore a character in 
keeping with his origin and relationship. 
Of George Ogle the father and Miles Ogle 
the brother, of this man, a sufficient de¬ 
scription has been given; enou^ to say, 
that in all their wrong doing, John Ogle 
was a partner at times and while lacking 
the deliberate skill and cunning, which 
belonged to bis brother Miles, was hia 
equal in hardihood and quite as much a 
reprobate deserving condign punishment. 

George Ogle trained his children to 
crime and John was not a backward pu¬ 
pil of his p.arent. He accompanied the 
I'.amily in the raid for plunder made by 


them down the Ohio River m a dat-boat 
:n ISOd, which is fully aescribea in the 
sketch of Miles Ogle and shared doubt¬ 
less in the robberies wuich several times 
i caused their arrest at dilferent towns along 
the river. It is not charged however that 
, he imbrued his hands in blood, as his 
■ brother did during the excursion. After 
me above trip was broken up and MUes 
! Ogle sent to prison, for killing the officer 
I who attempted to aixest the family at Rock- 
port, Indiana, John Ogle began a course 
j ot greater independence. In 1864, he was 
I arrested in Southern Indiana, for robbing 
I a store. He was found guilty of this 
burglary and sentenced to five years im- 
I pnsonment in state’s prison at Jefferson¬ 
ville, Indiana, which punishment was 
duly inflicted and served out. 

• next exploit of John Ogle, resulted 
capture in Cairo, Illinois, with ; 
$l 800 of counterfeit money upon Ws per- ' 
son. Ho and the officer making the arrest ! 
exchanged several shots at the time, but ' 
John Ogle was overpowered at last and ■ 
captured. From this arrest, he by some 1 
means managed to escape, but not long I 
alterwards was re-captured in Pittsburg, ! 
1 a., but airain contrived to get at large ' 
in a very ingenious and audacious manner. ; 
Ho knew, he told the Operatives and • 
Officers, where there was a big “plant” 
of counterfeit money and material, coin, 
plates and like articles, buried at Oyster 
Point, Maryland, and this he proposed to 
show the Secret Sei-vice Operatives, in con¬ 
sideration of proper favor to himself. One 
of the Operatives was sent with the pris¬ 
oner to visit the place where the counter¬ 
feit material was supposed to bo hidden, 
but on the way there, John Ogle is ro- 
j^rted to have verjw dexterously jumped 
from the car, “through the window ’’and 
so once more set himself at liberty. 
was next arrested at a place near Bolivar, 
Tennessee, January 8th, 1873, with five 
hundred dollars of counterfeit money In 
his possession. He was convicted upon 
charges based upon this fact in the State 
Courts and sentenced to ten years impris- I 
onment. He escaped from jail February 
21st, 1872, and contrived to Uberate two 
burglars who took their departure with 1 
him as boon companions on hia sudden I 
journey. 

1872 John .Ogle was indicted in the 
United States Court of the* District inclu¬ 
ding Cincinnati, Ohio, for having in pos¬ 
session and passing counterfeits of five j 
dollar bills. Pending trial he was released n 
on five thousand dollars bail, which he M 
forfeited and left • the neighborhood of K 
that city, for parts unknown. On Febru- S 
ary 18th, 1873, a man giving the name of S 
Thomas Hayes, was arrested at Cairo, 'n 
Illinois, for dealing in and passing coun- M 
terfeit money. He escaped from custody ffl 
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; Braiuienburg, 




Jlarcii "th. l?7J. It was soon well ii 
stood char •’Thomas Hayes.” wa; 

one of the numerous alia-so.s of Joim _ __ 

the whole trans.actioQ being perfectly in M.arshai received a letter and photograph 
keeping with his established character ■ from Washington. Inuiana, stating that a 
and eminently worthy his last gro-wing ■ man was wanted answering very closely 
notoriety .at the time. John Ogle was i to Ogle’s description. Ogle knew th.ac he 
re-arrested (March 14th. 187;!, in Pitts- i was not the right party, but feared chat 
burg. Pa., from whence he was taken to | if taken to Washington, he would be 
Springfield. Illinois, convicted and sen-j brought against some of the Cinoiimati or 
tenced to five years in the Joliet, Illinois I Chicago detectives, who were keeping a 
Penitentiary, where he served hia full | close lookout for him. He accordingly 
term. As the liberated man walked out | left the town very quietly between two 
of the penitentiary at the fulfillment of [ days, and made his way to Memphis, Ten- 
hia time, he was touched upon the shoul- nes.sce. TTiere he managed in one way and 
der by Lnited States Marshal 'Tlirall and j another to get together Slo, and one night, 
invited to make one of a party to visit i in company with sevei-al other men. 
Cincinnati. Ohio, to answer to the old | visited a house of ill-fame. The party 
charge which^had been pending again.st i drank a good deal, anti finally got to 
him since 1872, an indictment already | quarreling, when John Ogle threw a beer 
noted in the opening of this paragraph. glass at one of the other men, cutting a 
The prisoner was tried at the October, j bad gash hi the side of his face. He was 
1877, teim of the District Court of the I aiTested. but while being marched to the 
United States, for the Southern District i Station-house it occurred to him that it 
of Ohio, held at Cincinnati, his Honor i would probably take all of his ^tcen clol- 
•ludge Philip B. Swing presiding .and ! lars to settle the matter up. It would 
Channing Richards, District -A.ttomcv, ■ be che.aper to break away from the officer 
prosecuting. On November 20th, 1S7T, j and get out of town, and this he did. 

hearing, John Ode was found | His next stopping place was Hu-hes’ 
i^the T- Tennessee, where he worked for 

^‘'“e as a carpenter. 'Tlien he went 
/ ® hack to Brandenburg, Kentucky, and on 

ot sentence and for a new t.nni ^i.,ei, ogth, 1878, robbed a boot and shoo 


of sentence and for a new trial, which 
morion was fully argued November 26th, 
1877, and finally overruled by the Court 
and on December 10th, 1877, the Court 
sentenced John Ogle to confinement at 
hard labor in the Ohio Penitentiary at 
Columbus, Ohio, for the term of five (3) 
years. 

A Marshal then took the prisoner in 
charge, and conducted him back to the 
County J ail. Some painters were at work 
in the building, and tho overalls and hick¬ 
ory shirt belonging to one of them lay on 
tho floor in tho corridor of the jail near 
where Ogle had been left. Quick as 
thought a plan of escape was devised. 
Donning the painteris suit, and taking a 
paint-bucket in one hand. Ogle coolly 
walked down stairs. As he approached 
the gate opening into the jail office, he 
sii^aled ■with the paint-bucket that-he 
^shed to get out. Tlie 'Turnkey suppos¬ 
ing he was one of the painters, opened the 
gate, and Ogle walked out through the 
office and past Captain Davlorand several 
who knew him, to the street. He then 
proceeded lei.surely up Syc.amore, paint- 
bucket in hand, and turning west walked 
over to Price’s Hill and then do'wn the 
River road thi'ough Sedamsidlle and 
Riverside. 

By ^is rime night ■was coming on, and 
divesting himself of the painteFs suit, he 
made for Lawi'enceburg. 'There he found 


store of $200 worth of goods. These 
were carried to Louisville, Kentucky., 
aud offered at a second-hand store for 
forty dollars. Wliile the sale ■was being 
arranged. Officer Harden came upon tho 
scen^ and placed. Ogle under arrest on 
pspicion. 'The next day tho goods were 
identified by their proper owner, who also 
recognized Ogle as the man -whom he had 
noticed la hia store several times on tho 
day before the robbery. Ogle first tried 
to get out of the station house, and failing 
in that made au effort to escape from the 
Court room during his preliminary exami¬ 
nation. Fearing a term in the Frankfort 
Penitentiary, which he seems to have 
Specially dreaded, he gave out that ho was 
wanted in Cincinnati, Ohio, and in order 
to stimulate the officers to take him there 
he falsely stated that a reward of two 
hundred doUars had been offered for him 
. that city. 

Operative Rathbone of the Secret Service 
was telegraphed for, and the prisoner 
being committed to his charge was taken 
back to Cincinnati and placed once more 
in the County jail, from whence he was in 
due time taken to the state’s prison at 
ColumDus, Ohio, and committeef to servo 
out his sentence. As but a little over a 
year of his time has expired, it is probable 
the biography of John Oglo for some time 
to come will bo exceedingly monotonous 


a was to get across the river, and striking ' dull and uninteresting. 
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THE PET OF THE CONEYMEN 

—AND— 

FELON AETIST OF m WEST. 
The Counterfeit En^aver, 

BEN BOYD. 


B. TfrLsorr, alias B. F. 'Wilsok, alias 
Charles JIitchell. 



Bi« Botd. 


Benjamin Boyd, alias B. "Wilson, alias 
B. F. Wilson, alias Charles Mitchell, was 
bom in Cinc inna ti, Ohio, in 1834, where 
his mother and sister still resided in 1875, 
and were counted quite wealthy. His 
father was an enjjraver, and Ben learned 
the art at an early age, serving one year 
with an engraver named James Edward 
Smith, then and now a citizen of good re¬ 
pute in Cincinnati ; also improving as sup¬ 
posed by the observation of his parent’s 
skill and finishing by taking instructions 
of Nat. Kinsey, a cutter of superior abil¬ 
ity in Cincinnati, who was in the habit of 
working for Stephen Payne, Doc Gorman 
and that class in various parts of the coun¬ 
try. Kinsey cut the fine one hundred dol¬ 
lar “greenback” counterfeit plate in 1864, 
bills fi'om which defied detection by the 


m<'st erperienced tellers and best experts. 
Ivinsey was arrested at last, while enuaged 
'.n engraving a plate for printing couuter- 
I feits of ten dollar bills and served a long 
I term, since which, so far as known, h« 
i has given the public no trouble. While 
I still an apprentice and not twenty-one 
I years of age. Ben Boyd engraved his first 
counterfeit plate on the State Bank of 
Ohio, in his father’s house at Cincinnati, 
defore the war of the rebellion. 

Young Boyd soon became acquainted 
with such men as Peter McCartney, John 
B. Trout, Nelson Driggs, Bill Brannon, 
Dr. Milton Parker, of Nauvooi, Illinois, 
Bill Mills, Mrs. Roberts of Cincinnati, 
Alex. Murpole of St. Louis, Missouri, 
Louis Sleight, Charles Hathaway, John 
Frisby, or '‘Frisbie,’’ Lou. Dohlman and 
others, and among them found criminal 
associates, many active years. 

In 1865 Ben Boyd was arrested with 
Pete McCartney, at Mattoon. Illinois, and 
both of them committed to jail at Spring- 
field, Elinois. About the same time Ed- 
Pierce and Allie Aikman or Ackerman, 
two of McCartney’s dealers, the woman 
Ireing his wife’s sister, were arrested at 
the Everett House in Springfield, HUnois, 
by Operative John Eagan. In a traveling 
basket taken with the couple. Operative 
Eagan found twenty-five thousand dollars 
of representative money, in fifty dollar, 
twenty dollar and ten dollar counterfeits 
of United States Treasury Notes and five 
thousand dollars of representative money, 
counterfeits of the fiactional curren¬ 
cy. Pierce was convicted and sent to Jef¬ 
ferson penitentiary for fifteen years, while 
Operative Eagan tmned the woman over 
ta_ Operative C. P. Bradley of Chicago, 
Illinois. Ben Boyd i^anaged to release 
himself from arrest and finally secured the 
freedom of Allie Aikman or Ackerman, '/ 
by surrendering a plate, the property of 
McCartney, for printing counterfeits of the 
fifty dollar United States Treasury Notes, 
Series of 1863, Ben Boyd had for some 
time been very attentive to Miss AiV-man 
or Ackerman, and soon after their release 
they were married at Marine City, St. 
Clair county, >Iiohigan, Boyd being then 
33 years of age. Jdmirauda AikTna.n or 
“Ackerman,” as the family has been 
called, was the daughter of an accom¬ 
plished pair of counterfeiters and the 
step-daughter of John B. Trout, a well- 
known and desperate coneyman, once the 
terror of the whole Mississippi Valley, 
now in the Kentucky penitentiary, serving 
out his second long term of imprisonment 
for counterfeiting. By this marriage 
Boyd became the brother-in-law of Peter „ 
McCartney. Of Boyd, McCartney ac¬ 
quired additional skill in engraving, and 
the two did a heavy business in counter¬ 
feit money as partners. Boyd ai^ bia 


■•vilo resided at DeiMCur. niiuois, wbere he 
•vas known a.-, Cheries Miceiieil: ,ic Drs 
-Momes, Iowa, where 'ae pa.s.seii as B. F. 
Wilson, and at La Llair. i.liucus. Clinton. 
lUinois. and Fulton. Illinois, where Boyd 
called himself B. WUson. He finally pur¬ 
chased some propeny at Prairie ilu Chien. 
"Wisconsin, where he and his wife made 
their homo and still retain possession of 
the pJace. Boyd has no children. 

Boyd engraved plates for printing coun¬ 
terfeits _of the fifty dollar United States 
Treasury Notes. Series of 1863, for the 
Sleight and Frisby. or “Frisbie” gang of 
counterfeiters, but not h.aving delivered 
them, they were sold to Peter McCartney, 
who during February 1865, surrendered 
them, to eii'ect the release from custody of 
E. B. Pierce and Miss Almiranda Aikman 
or “Ackerman.” the woman Boyd after¬ 
wards married, as has already been re¬ 
lated. In 1866 Boyd engraved the plates 
for counterfeits of the Twenty Dollar 
United States Treasury Notes. Series of 
1863, which plates were owned jointly by 
Ben Boyd, Peter JloCartney and John B. 
Trout, and captured by the Secret Service 
Operatives during 1866. In 1869 Boyd cu¬ 
rved plates for coimterfeits of the 
United States Treasury Notes, Series of 
1862, which were worked jointly by .Jo.seph 
Kincaid, alias Joe MiUer, James Burdell. 
alias Charles Hanwood and Ben Boyd him¬ 
self. These plates were captured'by the 
Secret Service Operatives, at Greenburg, 
Indiana, during February, 1869. Boyd 
also engraved ihe celebrated plates for 
printing counterfeits of the five dollar 
bills on the “Traders National Bank” of 
Chicago, Illinois, (one of the finest coun¬ 
terfeits ever issued.) afterwards changed 
to the “First National Bank of Canton, 
Illinois,” “First National Bank of Au¬ 
rora, Illinois.” “First National Bank of 
Peru, Illinois,” “First National Bank of 
Paxton, Illinois,” and two false notes, 
purporting to be on “The First National 
Bank of Cecil, Illinois,” and the “First 
National Bank of Galena, Illinois,” there 
being no such banks of (lecil or Galena. 
All these plates were captured by the Se¬ 
cret Service Operatives, in the possession 
of Nelson Driggs, a partner of B.oyd, at 
Centralia, Illinois, October 2l8t, 1875. 

In 1859 Boyd was arrested at Daven¬ 
port, Iowa, being engaged at the time, in 
engraving plates for printing counterfeit 
money, for Jim Veaseyand CWile Hatha¬ 
way, who were in Springfield, Illinois, al¬ 
though the Hathaway family lived at Fort 
Madison, Iowa, Boyd being convicted, was 
sentenced to two years imprisonment, in 
the Iowa penitentimy at Fort iladison of 
the same state. After his release from 
the Iowa peniientiary, Boyd removed to 
Springfield, Ohio, and operated there for 
Sleight and Frisbie. He soon after went 


ro D.'canir Tl’.innis. wiier>' W) i- 

resilience at r!ie nine of ins ;u:in i.ice ,jn 
1965. as iiored ;u preeeiliiiLr I'anu'raini-;. 
From rliis rime on. 'liir a number oi' yi-us, 
rhe place m tbe cnmmal calendar rii wincli 
the deeds of Boyd entitled him. remained 
vacant; he was saencious. wary and fortu¬ 
nate in his selection of partners; beside 
his skill made him serviceable to the en¬ 
tire fraternity of eoneymen. all of wlioni 
were interested in his seclusion and safery. 
The counterleits from the plate.s made by 
Boyd were in extensive eircuhatioii I'or 
years, the Illinois; fives were especially 
current. It was Boyd, al.'-o. who nianu- 
factu ed the fifty cent Lincoln vignette 
counterfeit pl.ate .and he is considered the 
best letterer on steel in the country or rhe 
world. The source of the.se bills was a 
subject of diligent inquiry by Government 
officials .and a kind of dissolving view was 
1 obtained of the same, in Canad.a, St. 
Louis, and elsewhere, now here, and now 
there. After a time, the talents and ;k'- 
' tivity of Boyd, as well as the ability and 
wealth of his partners, became known to 
the Treasurv Department and the Secret 
Service Division came to recognize the 
imperative necessity of breaking up the 
combination of which the skill of Ben 
Boyd was the heart and soul. On On «i )" rr , 
5th. 1875. the work was committed espe¬ 
cially, to Operative P.atrick D. Tyrrell of 
St. Louis, Sli.ssouri. who was left very 
much to his own discretion in the matter, 
being told by Elmer "Washburn, then 
Chief of the Secret Service, that his suc¬ 
cess would break the backbone of coun¬ 
terfeiting in the United States. 

Thus directed and stimulated, Tyrrell 
began business in a way he considered 
prudent, and in June. 1875, had located 
the parties and secured an interview with 
Driggs. The course of events with 
Driggs, will appear in the succeeding 
sketch of him; but at present the relation 
follows the fate of Ben Boyd, who was 
also brought under watch at the same 
time About the 20th, of June, 1875, Ben 
Boyd moved his wife and furniture, from 
his residence at La Clare, Iowa, to Fulton, 
Illinois, at which last place under the name 
of B. F. Wilson, he rented a large frame 
house, situated on Prairie street, and be¬ 
longing to D. Reed. Soon after this re¬ 
moval to Fulton, it was evident Boyd hiul 
commenced work and arrangements were 
at once made by Tyrrell, for a conference 
with his Chief. Accordh^ly Elmer Wash- 
bum, Chief; and James J. Brooks, Assist¬ 
ant Chief; with John McDonald, Opera¬ 
tive; all of the Secret Service Division of 
the United States Treasury Department, 
arrived at Lyons, Iowa, October 19th, 1875, 
when a con^tation took place between 
them and Operative, Patrick D. Tyrrell, 
who met them there by appointment. 


































T'I£ PET >)F THE CONEYMF.N. 


r.;e .ieveiope.i was r.) oapcure Ben 

■'...vii' .lau ^'ei^oll Dn-"-'. his partner, at 
•ae same time, and in order to owe Chiei 
' Vasiiburn time to reach Centralia, Illi- 
loi.s wliere Driirga and much material 
was located, it was decided to deter the 
raid, until October-lst, at nine o.clock A. 

i.'hief Washburn then started for Cen- 
iraiia. Illinois, to superintend active opera¬ 
tions there. leavino his reliable A-sistant, 
Laiel’. Brooks (now himself Chief), and 
■ )perative McDonald, at Fulton with Tyr- 
reU. to co-operate in the arrest of Boyd. 

Promptly at nine A. M.. on the 21st, the 
men were on hand at Fulton, each ready ■ 
tor the especial duty a3si^med by their 
■ointarranirement. It had been decided 
that TyrreU should lead off, by entenn? ; 
the front gate and going round to the i 
back door. Brooks wa.s to follow Tyrrell, 
at a distance of about twenty feet, while I 
'Ic Donald coming about a hundred feet | 
in the rear, was to diiect his course to the | 
frontdoor. This would bring each of the l 
men into the position required and ready | 
for action at the same moment. All this i 
was carried out with mUitary promptness 
and precision, as might be expected from 
the character of the men engaged. When 
Tyrrell, who knew the premises, was about 
a hundred feet from the front door, a man 
drove up in a carriage and in a loud tone i 
asked if “B. T. Wilson lived there. 
This was imagined by Tyrrell to be a i 
' signal in some way contrived to alarm 
■ the inmates of the house and likely, at 
. least, to arouse them to notice the surprise 
: party intended in their honor. Calling to 
Brooks to hmryupand keep his distance 
Tyrrell walked swiftly by the house and 

entered it by the back door. While mak¬ 
ing his approach in this manner to the 
primises, Tyrrell saw a mau escape from 
the house, who he supposed from his 
general appearance was Nat Kinsey, the 
1 engraver already mentione^ 

Boyd .acquired the better part of his skiU 
.as a cutter. There was nothing against 
Kinsey at the time, at least nothing re¬ 
garding which the Operative had instruc¬ 
tions so the fugitive was allowed to pass 
' unchaUenged. lest any delay on his ac¬ 
count should defeat in some way the grand 
object of the expedition. 

Passing through the kitchen mto the 
. dining room, the Operative met Mrs 
Boyd who intercepted him, and .although 
she had never seen him, nor had any rea¬ 
son to suppose him a Government officer 
or anything of that kind, still caught him 
by the collar of his coat aud undertook 
to detain him. Seizing her sha^ly by the 
wrist, Tyrrell at once freed ^mself and 
called upon Brooks to take cKarge of the 
woman, which the Assistant Chief then 
as now quick at the call of duty, did with 

the utmost promptness. TyrreU bemgre- 


iievt'd of Mrs. Boyd, turned 'Uiickly to¬ 
ward the .adjacent sr.airs wnen he (iiscov- 
ereti Ben Boyd at the top of them in his 
shirt sieeres .and just about to step down. 
Boyd paused an iustaut as he was con¬ 
fronted by Tyrrell, when the Operative 
ascended the stairs briskly and at once 
.arrested him. “ Who are you. ’ said the 
prisoner, with considerable emotion. 
"United States Detective Tyrrell.” an¬ 
swered the Operative. “ 1 have heard of 
you Tyrrell,” remarked Boyd very'qiuetly. 
TyrreU then put the irons on the prisoner 
without objection or opposition, and step¬ 
ping to the front window began rapping 
upon it as a signal for McDonald to come 
round by the rear and relieve Brooks. The 
signal being obeyed. Brooks went up-staira 
and took ch.arge of Ben Boyd, while Tyr¬ 
reU commenced a thorough search of the 
premises, of which Brooks and Boyd were 
witnesses above stairs and McDonald and 
Mrs. Boyd on the hrst door. In the room 
up stairs from which Boyd doubtless came, 
just before Tyrrell saw him, the Operative 
found every evidence of the occupation of 
the counterfeiter, anti there without ques¬ 
tion, Boyd was at work when the agents 
of the law invaded his habitation. The 
room contained a convenient work bench, 
covered by a large quantity of en^ver’s 
tools, among which lay a genuine bill upon 
the N.ational Bank of Dayron, Ohio, of the 
denomination of twenty dollars, and near 
by a partly engraved plate for counterfeits 
of the same. In the front room up stairs 
TyTrell found a dry goods box of la^e 
size, which he emptied, and found uothi^ 
but a lot of old clothes and rags. In tip¬ 
ping the box about, however, one of the 
boards of which it was mode dropped out 
and revealed a mortise in the lumber, from 
which fell a plate engraved for printing 
the centre back of counterfeits qt twenty 
dollar National Bank Notes, of •which the 
border or rim to match was the unfinished 
plate on Boyd’s work bench. 

Leaving Brooks in charge of Boyd up¬ 
stairs, Tyrrell went do'wn and commenced 
investigations on tho first floor. He asked 
Mrs. Boyd if there was any money in the 
house. She was unwilling to give informa¬ 
tion on that point, b it when pressed, with 
an intimation that it would save trouble 
if she answered the question, she said she 
would reveal nothing -without consultation 
with her husband. Tho Operative told 
her he would gpve her half an hour to 
consider the matter, and left the house 
and going to the railroad depot tele¬ 
graphed in cipher to Chief Washburn 
what had been accomplished at Fulton. 
While TyrreU was upon this errand, Mrs. 
Boyd took occasion to offer McDonald 
a thousand dollars, if ho would let her 
take what she wanted into her posse^ 
sion and keep the matter secret. This 


lAP'.IY OF BEA D. 


■IrDi.nalu, like .lu a meat man and gon.i 
mlicer. -VUmi I'yrn.Ml .amo 

back, ilcDunald ;oid of the dberai offer 
had been made him. Mrs. Boyd wanted 
CO go aud get the money alone, or in com¬ 
pany with McDonald, but this Tyrrell: 
would not pei-mic. After a great deal of 
hesitatiou. she led the way to tho bed¬ 
room and went to a box near the window. 
The box was of considerable size and had 
a cleat nailed across the end of it, con- 
trived to servo the purpose of a handle. 
There was nothing about the box. outside i 
or in, to indicate that it contained money, , 
but upon investigation, by breaking tho 
box, the handle or cleat described w.as i 
discovered to be hollow, and in the cavity i 
of the same was found seven thousand | 
eight hundred and twenty-four dollars 
aud seventy-five cents in good money, 
made up of three one thousand dollar 
notes, ■with other small bills and a few 
pieces of twenty-five cent fractional cur¬ 
rency. In breaking the box tho money 
carao out. 

While Tyrrell was at work upon the 
box which proved so rich a treasury, the 
Operative shrewdly noticed that Mrs. Boyd 
very adroitly endeavored to divert bis a’- '■ 
tention from a smaller box near by, which ’ 
she cunningly tried to conceal, wlien she 
supposed he w.as fully occupied with tho - 
larger one. Mrs. Boyd, as if quite by ac¬ 
cident, carelessly threw a piece of cai-pet 
over the sm.all box. as if it were of no 
consequence. But the movement did not 
escape the notice of the quick-witted Tyr¬ 
rell, and after he had secured the money 
and counted the amount, he turned his 
attention to the smaller box which Mrs. 
Boyd seemed so anxious to conceal. He 
broke it up into small pieces, and did not 
expect from the general appearance that 
either the box or its ruins contained any¬ 
thing. In this, however, he was mistaken, 
for upon closer ins^ction one of the 
boards was found to De mortised, and in 
the cavity thus made were two well exe¬ 
cuted plates, the front and back of a set 
for printing counterfeits of the one hun¬ 
dred dollar "greenback” United States 
Treasury Notes. These plates -were 
stuck together, face to face, -with putty, 
and covered -with some kind of water-' 
proof composition to keep them from 
rusting. But for the acumen and thor¬ 
oughness of Operative Tyrrell, these 
plates would have remained undiscov¬ 
ered. Tyrrell also found six copper and 
four steel plates in blank, of which two 
! were la^e plates intended for counter- 
■ felting U^ted States bonds, two for dupli- 
I cate title lines, and the rest for counterfeits 
1 of the “DeiterHead”and“Stanton Head” 

1 fractional currency. This last lot were 
discovered wrapp^ up in an old linen 
summer coat, between the beds where 


Bijvii ami lii.s wife -vciu i;is 4ie 
Sleeping. A iiuiniiorrii^miul iil.uiks iDr 
engraver's :oois '.vere found, .uui a Muail 
box of such tools in a liiusbed condition 
lit for work. Tlio search was made very 
thorough and involved considerabio labor. 
As Brooks aud iIcDon.ald were detauioii 
witli tho prisoners Tjmreil had to work 
unaided, and the business gave him accivu 
employment for about six hours. 

During all this time Assistant Chief 
Brooks, had been closeted above stairs, with 
the man whose hand guided the facile burin 
which had created the works of criminal 
art Tyrrell had taken pos.session of. The 
successful search for tho plates, was a 
task demanding no little shiewclness aud 
patience ; but an attempt t o fathom the 
mind of a criminal like Ben Boyd. was. 
under the circumstances, .an ente^rise de¬ 
manding consummate tact and dhscretioa. 
These qualities, were not wanting in tho 
I custodian of Ben Boyd, and tho counter- 
I feiter was induced to be communicative. 

I Boyd made certain clear and unequivocal 
statements, to the effect that he bad en¬ 
graved tho plates found and that at various 
times, be bad eiigpuvcd some fifteen other 
pLates, for other parties. He also stated 
it took him eleven months to engrave tho 
plate of the Traders B.ank of Chicago, 
Illinois. He admitted too, that ho had 
engraved plates for printing counterfeits 
of the fifty dollar United States Trexsui-y 
Note.Seriesof 1803, from which he printed 
and sold, about six thousand pieces, rep- 
resentin^ome three hundred thousand 
dollars. Thus what had long been a great 
mystery of felony, was cleared up, tlio 
evidence made complete in tho case of 
Ben Boyd and infonnation gainetl, which 
became of great use in still other opci-a- 
tions against similar offendei-s, at other 
times and elsewhere. 'WTiat Chief 'Wash- 
bum and his men had 'been about, at the 
other end of the line, in Centralia, Illi¬ 
nois, during these hours, is stated in the 
annexed account of Nelson Driggs. 

The three officers, Brooks, Tyrrell, and 
Mo Donald, conducted their prisonei-s Ben 
Boyd and Almiranda Boyd, to the Fulton 
Railroad Station, taking with them the 
varied materials and mass of evidence, 
thev bad captured. They all left Fulton 
on the four o’clock P. M., train, for Chi¬ 
cago, Illinois. As they were seated in tho 
train, Brooks and Tyrrell being with the 
prisoners, Boyd be^n a conversation with 
Tyrrell, by remarking : ‘ ‘ Tyrrell, you are 
not long in the Secret Service, are you'?” 
Tyrrell replied; “No; not long, why'? 
Anything the matter?” Boyd assumed 
a very cunning style and responded: “Ohl 
I thought if you were an old member of 
the Service, you would take the proper^ 
! now in your possession and let me skip 
i out the back door. "But that is not my 




























ET OF I'lIE Ci^NEYMEN, 


^Aalin.' :iie 


E,.v„ became reRect 

nuK'.ern aiiu nri-imii i 
Brooks. T>nTell ,iad MoDon- 


ITenrv Clay Iloau:'’ also for etnjravinL,' 
I. it.es for counterfeitina: tire rive dollar 
tils of the Trader s Xationai Bank .. 
liicago. Illinois, also for entiravinif plates 
fortune, inbeiii!; compelled I'or oounterfeitinij t^e fractional currency 
honest company. of the United States, of the denomination 

:bnoiiu; liis attempts at bribery and of tifty cents, the ''Stanton Head” and 
Tuption un-availintr, Boyd l>e'.;an neijo- "De-tter Head” series, .md an uniioished 
;;ons of a dlfrerent nature for his own plate for counterteitins^ the hundred dollar 
leiit. Un.aware of the comprehensive United States Treasury Notes. A true 
•raeter of the movement which involved bill was found against .Umiranda Boyd 
the toils. Nelson Driggs. as ■well as , and the defendants were held for trial, 
himself: he volunteered .some statements At the November 1875, term of the United 
in regard to his relations with that fa- States District Coort for the Middle Dis- 
;nous capitalist and manager among trict of Alabama, held at Montgomery in 
ooneymen and .suggested that the testi- that state, Ben Boyd was indicted for 
mony of a p.artnerand an engraver, would ilealing, passing and having in possession 
be heavy against a principal counterfeiter, counterfeit money. 

should such an one be arrested and ■ The trial of Ben Boyd and Almiranda 
brought to trial. To all of Boyd’s talk in , Boyd, occupied the attention of the United 
this direction. Tyrrell made answer that States District Court for the Northern 
he had no power to promise an>-thing, but District of Illinois, held in Chicago, Illi- 
if a prisoner said anything, which might . nois, January 19th, .and 20th. 1876. TTie 
result in the conviction of .another party, Court Room presented an animated ap- 
it might have some effect in favor of such pearance, when it was understood the 
a witness, with the authorities. Boyd case of the distinguished counterfeiters 
then made some further e.-tplanations, ^ was about to be called. Boyd as he ap- 
which were never allowed to criminate peared in Court, did not .answer to a very 
him; but what he subsequently did, upon , favorable description. “Boyd,” wrote a 
tlie underst.anding arrived at as above, ' spectator at the time, “is not a well- 
will appear in a succeeding pamgi-aph of favored man by auy means. Indeed he 
this niuration and also in the account of might be accused of most crimes in the 
Nelson Driggs, to follow. Without any calendar and his appearance would stand 
other incident of note, the party aiTived in ; him in poor stead. His forene.od is one of 
Chic.ago and the prisoners were detamed to . the prominent bulgy type, made the more 
be examined. The good money Tyrrell conspicuous by the arrangement of his 
captured, was at Boyd’s request, deposited j hair which is straight and wiry looking, 
the Fidelity Savings Bank and in due and combed behind his ears. His eyes 


time, turned over to the charge of his legal 
attorney and counselor. 

An examination was held October 37th, 
1875. before United States Commissioner 
Phillip A. Wayne of Chicago, Tllrnoia, and 
Ben Boyd bound over in the sum of thirty 
thousand dollars, to await the aotion of 
the Grand Jury. Almiranda Boyd his 
wife, was bound over in the sum of fifteen 
thousand dollars, to await the action of 
the Grand Jm-y also. In default of baU, 
both defendants were committed to the 
Cook County jail, in Chicago. LlLnois. 
While they were confined there, an at> 
tempt was made to break jail. A coun¬ 
terfeiter named Edward J. Wright, alias 
Lee, alias Dommitell of Richmond, Tndi- 
ana w.as engaged in the affair and a pat¬ 
tern for some keys found upon another 
prisoner was said to have been so made 
by the especial skill of Ben. Boyd. ' At 
the October, 1875, term of the United 
States Court for the Northern Ilistrict of 
Rlinois, held at Chicago in that state, Ben 
Boyd was indicted for en^TAving twenty 
dollar plates for counterteiting^atioual 
Bank Notes; also for engraving plates for 
counterfeiting the fifty dollar United States 
Legal Tender Notes, Series of 1869, 


are dark and rather small, and have a 
look of ■weakness, which is evidently the 
result of the profession he has followed so 
long. There is nevertheless a certain 
sparkle in them every now and. then, 
which betokens the dangerous charaot^ 
.of the man. ' 

The worst feature of the face is the 
nose, which is an indifferent pug, alto¬ 
gether out of proportion to the bulgy 
forehead. The lips are somewhat sensu¬ 
ous and firmly compressed, even when the 
face is in repose. Boyd with all these nn- 
promising characteristics, is dressed shab¬ 
bily, and has the general expression 
which is supposed to denote the criminal 
of the Bill Sykes order. The prisoner is 
however, to judge from what his counsel 
said, far removed from that noted woman- 
beater. Boyd and his wife are according 
to Gen. Stiles showing, very loving to¬ 
wards one another, and his wife who is a 
tall genteel-looking lady, made desperate 
efforts to protect him at the time of 
their arrest.” 

The Court opened at ten o’clock A. M. 
After the transaction of some business of 
minor importance, the case of Benjamin 
Boyd and Almiranda Boyd, was called. 


BIO'lRAPnY OF "EN BOYD. 


Messrs. Bangs and Burke appeared :o 
prosecute, anil I^Iessrs. Stiles anu Tally, 
represented the defendants. Consider¬ 
able time was spent in examining jurors, i 
By a quarter past eleven, twelve men. , 
‘‘sutficiencly good and true'’ to ii.ass upon ; 
the merits of the case, were obtained and i 
the prosecution began its att.ack. Mr. 
Bangs addressed the jury for the Govern¬ 
ment, giving as tbat which he was pre- j 
pared i o prove a candid and careful gen- i 
eral statement of the facts compiled in 
this .account of Ben Boyd and his doings, 
and claimed that Almiranda Boyd was, in 
all that, an accomplice, who had not as 
yet established her pretended character as 
the wife of the prisoner. 

General Stiles followed with a long 
speech for the defense, in the course of 
which he .said they would prove that Al¬ 
miranda Boyd was the prisoners wife, and 
could not be punished for protecting her 
husband and anything which might go to 
connect her with her husband in crime, 
was simply what any other loving and 
dutiful wife would have done under the 
circumstances. The possession of the 
plates was admitted, but counsel woukl 
endeavor to show that another counterfeit 
engraver, named ‘‘Kinsey” had prevailed 
■ upon Boyd to engrave the plates, with 
the object of giving them away to the 
'Government, as soon as the work was ad¬ 
vanced enough to prove conclusively the 
intent to counterfeit. In this way Kinsey 
sought to obtain pardon for his own past 
offenses. There had been thrown aroimd 
the prisoner a net work of circumstances 
which seemed strong against him, but 
which would when unveiled, place his 
client in a different light It would be 
impossible to prove that prisoner engraved 
the plates iu his possession; the furtherest 
prosecution could go, was to prove pos¬ 
session. It was not charged that the one 
hundred dollar plates had been used, and 
the fact was, they never hatl been used, 
unless after the government obtained pos¬ 
session thereof. [Laughter]. 

I The .defendants attracted much notice 
throughout proceedings from a large 
crowd of spectators, and during the elo¬ 
quent reference of General Stiles to her 
case, Mrs. Boyd bec.ame much affected 
and shed teai s freely often quietly hiding 
her face in her handkerchief. 

The first -witne-ss examined was Patrick 
D. Tyrrell, for the Government, who gave 
the Court in tlie most clear and straight¬ 
forward manner, a succinct narrative of 
all the particulars of his operations as an 
agent of the Treasury Department, in the 
detection .and arrest of Ben Bovd and his 
wife, substantially as given irt the preced- 
^ ing pages. Witness undertook to state 
what Boyd said to him, but it was ruled 
; inadmissible. 


P.ie <cc.>n(i -vitnes-s was Mr. ’7. J. Yor- 
reck. bank note engraver, who ;)as.seil 
upon the plates foiuni in the prisoners 
possession. Ills evidence was purely 
technical. 

Tlie third witness was James J. Brooks. 
Assistant Chief of Secret Service. His 
evidence was mainly corroborative of that 
of the first witness, ilr. Brooks was not 
allowed t > state admissions made by Boyd. 

The fourth witness was Operative. John 
R. McDonald, of the Secret Service and 
the only new point brought out by him, 
was the offer of Mrs. Boyd to give him a 
thousand dollars, .as ha.s been related. 

This mas.s of testimony made the ease 
strong for the Goveimniefft and pending 
further proceedings, the Court adjourned 
to ten .1.. M., the next morning. 

At a succeeding session of the Con-.t. 
the evidence being closed and all argu¬ 
ment heard, his Honor the judge, direced 
the jury to find .-Vlmiranda Boyd uoc 
guilty; she being the wife of Ben Boyd, 
it was her duty to obey her husband and 
protect him. Boyd was foimd guilty and 
remanded for sentence, to Cook County 
jail at Chicago, Illinois, tlio place of con¬ 
finement from which ho had been bniught 
into Court. Prisoners counsel gave rim 
notice of a motion for a new trir 

On February 7th, 1875. (Ipcraiive. Pat¬ 
rick D. Tyrrell conducted Ben Boyrl, I' ori 
the Cixik County jail, to Springt:.;!il. Illi¬ 
nois,where ho .and his wife were liruh u.se I 
as witnesses for the Government i la ver; 
important case, the particulars of whiiii 
are part of the history of Nelson Diigg <. 
Tyrrell returned Boyd to the place fro u 
which ho h.atl taken him for the above- 
named occasion, and on February 16tli, 
1875, General Stiles argued a nudiou f ir 
a new trial, which the Court upon co 
sideration denied ; but taking rote of ti e 
fact that Boyd had become a wimess f r 
the Government, as already stated, l.is 
Honor the judge wa.s pleased t > mitigr.ro 
the sentence. Boyd was then cjcdcinn d 
to serve a term of ten years imprisonmci'.: 
in the Joliet (Illinois) penitentiary, and 
to pay a fine of one hundred dollars and 
costs of Court. 

Tbs conviction and imprisonment of 
Ben Boyd, and the brealdng up of his 
business with Nelson Driggs, was a heavy 
blow to the trade of a host of coneiTucu 
in the West and South. They could, lU' 
course, get the queer, but they were i.o 
longer “next the plate,” so, having to 
buy of middlemen, the profits were smal'. 
the “stuff” mostly poor, and the risk 
very great. Every means was used to pre¬ 
vent the conviction of Boyd, and when he 
was at last Imprisoned for ten years, all 
sorts of devices were employed to effect 
his relea.se or secure for him a pardon. 
Among these enterprises, was one whic.i 



































PET '''F THE CONDYMEN. 


i-tM '.'lasLjy chamcter and the nar- 
"tiiiulaisfif Its pmpose. occasioned a aa- 
-iionai excitement and a worid oi' specuJa- 
iive controversy, so that its mention here 
Seems requisite and proper. 

Duniiii the wmter of 1876, there was 
or^nized at Lincoln. Illinois, under the 
lead of a St. Louis counterfeiter of dis¬ 
tinction in his nefarious line, a gan^ of 
desperadoes and ghouls, for the purpose 
of stealing the reinains of President Lin¬ 
coln, from their resting place in the monu¬ 
ment erected to his honored memory, with 
the intention of concealing them and hold- 
ing them for ransom ; the body of the 
noble President to be restored only in con- 
■sideration of immunity for the robbers, 
the payment of two hundred thousand 
dollars in money and the pardon of Ben 
Boyd ! The date for this dastardly out- 
lage to be consummated was for reasons 
carefully considered by the conspirators, 
fixed on the Fourth of July, 1376. In 
il.arch. 1876, a woman of the town at 
Springfield, Illinois, reported this scheme | 
to the police and it was in consequence for 
the time abandoned. 

Eight months ailer the capture of Boyd. 
“(Jeorge ’ or Irvine White, another coun¬ 
terfeit engraver was arrested in New Jer¬ 
sey, and then the koniackers of Chicago 
and St. Louis, who supplied the small 
dealei-3 from Minnesota to Texas, could 
get no “stuif” worth having. The only | 
plate which could be worked from at the 
time was “the Richmond, Indiana, ten,’’ 
from which bills on the Lafayette, In¬ 
diana Bank were being printed. But “the 
Richmond tens’’ were so well known as to 
. be absolutely worthless and unpassable, 
while “the Lafayette tens,” etc., from 
the same plate were so badly printed, on 
, account of the worn condition of the 
plate, that to pass them was almost sure 
conviction, unless the shover was pre¬ 
pared to put up money to save trouble, 
when any shopkeeper was too critical and 
inquisitive. Peter McCartney was still 
at large and active, and Charles F. Ulrich 
released from the Ohio penitentiary, '»ut 
McCartney was inclined to monopolize, 
and the freedom of Ulrich was not gene¬ 
rally known among coneymen, nor was 
there any certainty he could bo induced 
to engage anew in crime. Ulrich was also 
accustomed, as was understood, to “big 
, strikes” and heavy backing, and would 
not work with the men of smaller means 
and more moderate ambition. Under all 
these circumstances the release of Boyd 
became to a large number of resolute and 
crafty men a desperate necessity. 

What all these things had to do with 
the matter is uncertain, but it would seem 
the plan abandoned in March, 1878, was 
revived, for on the night of November 
Tth, 1876, a bold attempt was made by a 


counterfeiter named Jack Iluches. aiui 
another outlaw named Terrence Mullen, 
M rob the grave of President Lincoln. 
Through a detective named L. C. Sweg- 
gles who had been employed bv Operative 
P. D. TyrrelL the Secret Service had be¬ 
come informed of the rascals’ intention, 
^d when Hughes and Mullen, with 
in their company and confi¬ 
dence, entered the monument by filin g’ ofi' 
the staple of the lock. Chief Elmer Wash- 
’ "SV Operative TyrreU and several men 
ot Pinkerton’s detectives were on hand in 
waiting for the thieves. Hughes and Mul¬ 
len lifted the lid from the sarcophagus 
and began to lift the cofiBn from its resting i 
place. As the party in waiting were clos¬ 
ing in to capture the violaters of the grave 
the accidental discharge of a pistol gave 
the alarm, when Hushes and Mullen ef- 
' ected their escape leaving their tools 
behind them and tramping their way across 
country for a distance, finally arrived safe 
at the place from which they had started. 

In less than two weeks, on November 
l*th, 1876, the cwo men were arrested in 
a saloon No. 294 West Madison street, 
Chicago. Rlinois, and lodged in jail at 
Sp^gfleld in the same state. The arrest 
was brought about by the instrumentality 
; of Operative Tyrrell, who followed the 
matter up with persistent energy, and 
throng a trial ended May 31st, 1876, 

John Hughes and Terrence Mullen were , 
convicted on the charge of attempted 
grave robbery and sentenced, to the limit ! 
of the law, for one year to imprisonment | 
inthepenitentiaryat Joliet, Illinois. This 
whole nefarious afifair was brought to 
light through the efforts of Operative 
Tyrrell to capture Jack Hughes on 
charges of passing counterfeit money ' 
a pursuit Hughes had followed for a ! 
dozen years and at which he had become ' 
notorious, but had been remarkably sue- ' 
cessful in eluding arrest. The consequence 
of these movements has been reported, but 
when Hughes was immured for grave- : 
robbery, the charges of passing counter¬ 
feit money were in force against him go 
that when one year later his time was up 
at Joliet penitentiary. Operative Tyrrell ’ 
who then knew where to find this man ' 
better than ever before, met Jack Hughes 
as he came out of prison and arrested him 
on the former charge. The prisoner was ! 
tried May 28th, 1878, and, on abundant ■ 
testimony, sentenced for three years to ! 
the prison he so recently hod been about i 
to leave, where he and Ben Boyd with i 
many other dangerous characters still ! 
re m ai n , the community being safe from i 
their depredations, through the ability 
and praiseworthy faithfulness of the offl- 1 
cers, Operatives and detectives named in ' 
this history of Ben Boyd and his con- ’ 
federates, | 


THE SEX-VGEN.IRLIN CROOK. 


iHA 3 3ACCX P”'''destroyed) did not descend in the 

'olood aud buue of Nelson Dnggs. He 
neither a Bruce- a Wallace, or a 
, __ i Douglas; much less a John Knox, Ro'oen 

MERCHANT QUEERSMAN ^‘’botsford. 

i in him the tact and dexterity of his an- 
I cestors became craft and cunning, “Scotch 
avaricious greed ’ 


thrift” inteusified I 


Magnate of Money Making 



Nelson Driggs, alias David Downs, alias 
J. L. Watson, alias Captain Jones, alias 
Captain Nelson, alias George Baker, alias 
Watkins, alias J. T. King, alias 'W. E. 
Jones, alias William Jones, alias F. Bel- 
den, alias Nelson D. Riggs, was bom hi 
Scotland, Great Britain, the first year of 
the nineteenth century, according to his 
own recent statement of his age, although 
he has told a different and older story, by 
which he would be a number of years 
younger. A Scotchman by virtue of his 
Uueage, this man of m.any names and in¬ 
definite age, inherited all the hardihood, 
“cannie” shrewdness and intelligent per¬ 
sistence which characterise his race and 
have made them successful and celebrated 
throughout the world, in every avocation, 
pursuit and art of civilization. 

Unfortunately the integrity supposed 
to ^ especially Scottish (the tradition of 
which, even the recent developments, as 
i to the City of Glascow Bank villanies, has 


gard of what code he violated, or what 
community he levied upon, by his well 
planned and thoroughly managed swin¬ 
dles and frauds. 

To such a man the crime of making 
and passing counterfeit money in the 
United States of America offered attrao- 
tious such as will be understood by tho.se 
who intelligently read and consider the 
conditions and causes inciting thereto, as 
stated in the first few paragraphs of the 
precedent biography of the notorious 
Peter McCartney. (First published in 
“Dye’s Government Counterfeit Detec¬ 
tor,” August, 1879.) 

In person. Nelson Driggs stands five 
feet six inches high, is of rather stout 
habit of body, boi-dering on corpulency, 
and weighs about one hundred and seven¬ 
ty pounds. His general appearance indi¬ 
cates a respectable, well-to-do faimer of 
speculative habits. He has a dark com¬ 
plexion and generally has worn a full 
beard and moustache. The greater pait 
of his three score and ten, or even more 
years of life, have been spent in the crimi¬ 
nal vocation of a counterfeiter, and in 
that career he has acquired national noto¬ 
riety. A score or more of years before 
the establishment of our present system 
of National Banks, half a generation be¬ 
fore the commencement of the civil war 

the United States, Nelson Driggs was 

close coimection with Jerry Cowden, 
Oscar Finch and other counterfeit dealers 
of New England and New York city, and 
subsequently traded and operated with 
Tom. Condon, alias Harry Bentline, 
Spencer Brockway, Frank Gleason, Hank 
Elliott, Lou. Martin, Andy Robertson, 
and the yet uuconvicted parties now con¬ 
trolling the original plates of the T.ama- 
qua and Hanover fives, from which re¬ 
cent issues have appeared on various 
banks, by change of title lines and re¬ 
touches of the plates here and there. 

It is reported among the gray-haired 
veterans of the cause that the Driggs 
family came to New York with people^, 
from Bridgeport, Connecticut; that their 
ostensible Dusiness was for a time that of 
boatmen between Buffalo on Lake Erie, ; 
and New York and Jersey Cities ; that a j 
brother of Nelson Driggs, who bore the , 
title of “Captain” Driggs, kept a hotel in 1 
the southern part of Jersey City, where ! 
‘ ‘Nelse’ ’ Driggs and many another queers- i 
man had for year after year a hiding place, ' 




















3I0GRAP3Y '■'F XEL50X DRIGG5. 


■.:inis6 'm' coni'erence ;iud exchanue 

•.■)r'.DUiuerieit mouev, t'orjred bonds :ina 
.■verv kind ot' crooked cnmmal rinancier- 
iio'. ’ From New York and its vmmitT, 
is stated to have extended his en- 
.'erprTse to the West, ijraduaily abandon- 
in"-Ills trade in the East, and finally be- 
cominsT best known in the section inciiui- 
in" Indiana. Illinois, Missouri, Iowa ami 
•southern Minnesota. Not an engraver 
himself, he was the patron of cutters like 
Nat. Kinsev and Ben Boyd, the partner 
of Pete McCartney and the associate of a 
nameless host of first-class crooks and 

'^^Othe™^en have misused great talents 
in the work of corrupting ti-e currency, 
but as the great Field Marshals of this war 
upon the Commonwealth, the well in¬ 
formed historian will i-ecognize Joshua D. , 
Miner of New York City, Frederick Bie-1 
busch, of St. Louis, Missouri. Pete McCart- | 
ney and no less the subject of present i 
consideration. Nelson Driggs. In com- , 
parison with these men, even Henry C. i 
Cole, notwithsunding recent large opera -1 
tions. is a mere jobber and peddler, who, | 
though not nipped like the rose in the I 
bud was cenainly brought to grief in his . 
old age. yet all too soon for the achieve- ; 
ment of such success as they years ago ; 
made their own.) 

Miner, as reported, was from the first a 
“high toned” speculator, when measured 
by the standard of those he dealt -with. 
The failure of democratic republicangov¬ 
ernment, in the corruption of New York 
city politics, enabled such as he to long 
keep their fingers in the pubUo purse. J. 

D M was a favorite contractor, and hence 
his capital, ready for men like '^omas 
Ballard to work with, or to use in bribery 
and corruption, when apprehension for 
crime came and political patizanship and 
s-.cial influences were altogether not quits 
powerful enough to utterly pervert the 
ends of justice. And so it happens that 
Tom Ballard, despite his repeated and 
desperate attempts at suicide, passes the 
long days of his thirty years’ sentence in 
the precincts of the penitentiary, while 
t'-e capitalist who prompted his crime 

shared equally in the guilt and absorbed | 

the Uou’s portion of the plunder, is yet a 
man at large among men. a citizen, and 
probably an influential politician still, 
who rides unquestioned without scorn, 
whenever he wilL in Central Park. 

• Justice is blind—at least her effigies and 
images are—and so is chance, and bow, 
lest'^y should too hastily conclude that 
money was too desirable, a safeguard al- 
wavs ^it may be noted that m the last 
[Treat affair of Cole, Ulrich and Ott, the 
^rest and the richest alike are punished, 
^ the only peer of Ballard escapes. 
Vnd still, some people are not happy ! 


Like Pete McC.irmey, Nelson D 
began his career of crune very low . 
in the rudiments, and -'ac a period of 
time of which the memory of man run¬ 
neth not to the contrary.” The particu¬ 
lars of his .ancestry and antecedents, when 
he commenced as the timid shover of a 
few small bogus coins, or a single cheap 
counterfeit bill, gained, perhaps, by acoi- 
; dent, have not become of record and are 
unobtainable, unless through much 
trouble. They are unimportant, except 
as they might illustrate anew the well 
understood causes of crime, to which he 
would probably be no exception at alL 
any more than thousands who have jour¬ 
neyed over a road Like his line in Life. 
•‘The love of money is the root of all 
e-vil.” and -with Driggs, avarice seems to 
have been a passion. 

The public history of Nelson Driggs 
begins about 1840 or 1845, when he was 
living in Freeport, Ohio, as a well-to-do 
merchant, the o-wner and manager of an 
extensive general variety store, which 
almost monopolized the trade of five coun¬ 
ties. He was then regarded as a very 
respectable man of business, but used so 
much counterfeit money that he was com¬ 
pelled at last to leave that part of the 
country, which he did, after placing his 
mercantile business and store property in 
the hands of a relative. Sometime in the 
winter of 185.^ Driggs was arrested in 
Chicago, Illinois, and thirty thousand 
representative dollars of well-done coun¬ 
terfeit notes on the Canal Bank of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, were found in his 
possession. On charges based upon the 
above facts, he was convicted and sen¬ 
tenced for ten years to the Illinois peni¬ 
tentiary, which at that time was still at 
Alton in that State. He was received at 
the State’s prison, according to this sen¬ 
tence, March 3, 1855. At that time he 
stated he had no parents living, was sin¬ 
gle and forty-five years of age. Nelson 
Driggs managed to serve but one year 
and a half of his ten years’ sentence, 
being pardoned out by the Governor of 
Illinois, -August 12, 1856. 

The effects of misplaced memency we 
soon evident, for in the same year the e 
convict, with the help of Lo'uis Sleight of 
Nauvoo Illinois, and John Frisbie. a 
practical eoueyman, managed the combi¬ 
nation of counterfeiters known as the 
“Sleight and Frisbie gang.” 'This corps' 
of crooks had for its capitalist Nelson 
Driggs ; their engravers were Nat. Blinsey 
and his pupil graduate, Ben Boyd. With 
the five named already, were associated J 
more or less directly Pete McCartney,** 
John Veasey, Charlie Hathaway, MiltoA' 
Parker, alias Doo. Parker, Lou. Dollmaa' 
and others. Dollman was shot and killed 
by Chief of Police Harrigan, at Spring-’ 


lieid. Illinois, ui Ir'l'l. Doc. F '.iiicr was 
iirreiced and convicted in Pldlaoeipliia. 
Pennsylvania, in 1874, under the n.ame <n' 
Edwards and committed fora term to the 
EastemPenitentiaryof that State. Driggs 
had his headquarters as "outsido man” of 
the Sleight and Frisbie troupe at Metropo¬ 
lis, Illinois, not far from Cairo, ac the 
junction of the Ohio and Mississipid 
rivers. Sleight .and Frisbie subsequently 
removed to the Mormon city of Nauvoo, 
Illinois, where the brother of Frisbie wa-s 
killed in a quarrel and fight on a boat. 
During the war of the rebellion Sleight 
and Frisbie were arrested, and being 
taken to Washington, D. C„ were held in 
confinement for some time in the “Okl 
Capitol” National Prison. Lou. Sleight 
is now death and Frisbie living “on the 
square” in the State of Wisconsin- 

On March 7. 1S61. Operative John E.v 
gan, then looked upon as one of the most 
competent men of the Secret Service Di¬ 
vision in the West, added to his reputa¬ 
tion by efi'ecting the arrest of Nelson 
Driggs at the house of John Roe. on the 
north side of ilorgan street, between 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth streets, in the 
city of St. Louis. Missouri. In his pos¬ 
session and on. the premises were found 
two hundred and eighty-five thousand dol¬ 
lars, representative money, in counter¬ 
feits of the bills of v.arioua State B.anks, 
twenty-one full sets of counterfeits of 
State Bank plates, besides printing presses 
of different kinds, a supply of sever-al 
kinds of inks, and bond paper enough to 
have made counterfeits of millions of dol¬ 
lars. The establishment was arranged 
and fitted up to enable its operators and 
' managers to manufacture counterfeits of 
the bills of 'thirty-nine different banks. - 
While Operative Ea^, who was accom¬ 
panied by Sergeant Frances and Officer 
Dick Barry of the St. Louis police, was 
still in the house, having Driggs under 
arrest, his nephew, Henry Gutherie, alias 
Henry G. Henry, a young fellow 
eighteen years old, entered the house 
wfth a valise, which, upon his arrest, was 
found to contain twenty- five thousand 
counterfeits of the one. dollar bills on a 
bank at Cadiz, Ohio, and six hundred 
dolhirs in gold. ^Materials to raise bills 
were also found in a trunk in the house, 
and nothing was lacking to convince the 
agents of the Government they had bro¬ 
ken up one of the most dangerous “mills” 
ever run upon this coutiueut. 

In consequence of the arrests and cap¬ 
ture described, thirty-nine separate indict¬ 
ments were found against Ne'ison Driggs. 
and he being allowed to plead guilty on a 
single count, was, on September 21, 1861, 
convicted and sentenced to ten years’ im¬ 
prisonment in the Penitentiary of ilis- 
souri. From thence he was pardoned out 


during 'ho year Hfe^by G-venmr FTe4,-ii.-r. 
^fiavmg, ilrj-wever. a\i-t.ady pin- 

isiimeut which should have been suffi¬ 
cient. it would seem, to have cured him 
of any de.sire for further experience in the 
.same direction ! Henry Guthrie. Driggs’ 
nephew and boodle carrier, being arrested 
with him. as stated, was also convicted 
and sentenced to State’s prison for six 
years ; but before his term expired he was 
set at liberty through the clemency of 
Governor Gamble. Soon after the release - 
of Driggs from the Missiouri penitentiary, 
he went to Louisville, Kentucky, and for 
a short time engaged in his former busi- 
I ness as a merchant in various kinds ot 
goods. In this pursuit, at this time, he 
experienced the difficulties apt to trouble 
those once committed to crime. Either 
becau.se the life of honest, or at least or¬ 
dinary, commerce lacked excitement, or 
because it was not as profitable as he de¬ 
sired, Driggs presently returned to St. 
Louis and hunted up Ben Boyd, who had 
during Driggs’ imprisonment in Missouri, 
become the borther-ln-law and friend of 
Pete iIcCartney. Driggs and Boyd being 
I old acquaintances, had no reason to waste 
1 much time in explanations and negotia¬ 
tions ; the work to be done was to replace 
the means of coney manufacture, swept 
away by the ruthless Operative Eagan in 
1861. 'Boyd was the man whose skill 
could accomplish all this, and with Driggs 
for capitalist and outside manager, there , 
was a certainty of immense profits if de- : 
tection could but bo avoided. ' 

Resolved upon a new course of crime, 
the two worthies went, m November, 1871, 
to the Mormon city of Nauvoo, Hlinois, 
and there took up their residence with 
their former partner and confederate, 
Louis Sleight. The use made of the ad¬ 
vantages thus obtained, become evident 
in the history of immediately succeeding 
years. 

Under the name of George Baker, Nel¬ 
son Driggs was indicted at the October 
(1873) term of the District Court of the 
United States for the District of Iowa, 
held atDes Moines of that State, for pass¬ 
ing a counterfeit of the flvahundred-dollar 
United States Treasury Notes upon the 
Citizens’ National Bank of Des filoines, 
Iowa. He was indicted under the name 
of William Jones, at the October (1874) 
term of the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the District of Minnesota, for 
passing counterfeit money upon one Henri 
Rochot. a jeweler of St. Paul, Minne¬ 
sota. He was indicted under the name of 
Nelson Driggs, at the June (ISJa) term of 
the District Court of the United States for 
the Northern District of Mississippi, for 
p.assing counterfeit money, to wit: Selling 
to Operative Charles E. .\nchisi tw.i 
counterfeits the . fifty dollar United 
































biography of xelsox driggs. 


.Ttotes Tre.-uury Notes, series of 1S69 
, .n rho I Kh o.iy of March. 1374. at Grand 
I „ unction. Mississippi. He was indicted . 
. under the name of .Neison Drijjgs. at tlie > 
I November 1373) term of the Circuit. 
: I 'ourt of the Umted States for the iliddle i 
I District of Alabama, held at Montgomery, 

; ;n that State, for conspiracy, together 
I with George W. Simpson, Benjamin B. , 
So'vers. Samuel R. Neill and two others, ; 

! to commit an oifense against the United : 

I States, by publishing and uttering coun- ’ 

I terfeit money. 

I In March, 1874, Nelson Driggs was 
married to one Gertrude Stadfelt of Day- 
, ton, Ohio, and in forming his domestic 
relations, like Pete McCartney, Ben Boyd 
and many others who might be mentioned ' 
m the same order, illustrated the tendency 
of certain orimmaJs to ally themselves 
with individuals of their own particular I 
class and type, thus uniting to a great ex- i 
■ tent their co-operators in the ties of con- i 
I s.iiiguinity and family relationship, while | 

: perpetuating in the line of hereditary de- 
I scent, the evil qualities developed in their 
, own felonious Uves. Driggs married into i 
; a notorious family of counterfeiters, just i 
as McCartney and Boyd had done. The i 
! father of Gertrude Stadfelt, now Mrs. 
j Nelson Driggs was Nicholas Stadfelt and 
I her mo her Barbara Stadfelt. Gertrude 
, had a sister Mollie and a brother Charlie. 

! Driggs formed acquaintance with his 
; future wife, while she was serving a term 
in Che Hamilton county jail in Cincinnati, 
i Ohio, for passing counterieit money, she 
became a printer of counterfeit notes for 
her husband, and every member of her 
family named beside has become notori¬ 
ous for dealing in the same, and all and 
each of them have served terms of im¬ 
prisonment for that crime. 

The nephew of Mrs. Nelson Driggs, 
named Nicholas Koi-n, alias Long, was 
arrested in the company of her ’ hus¬ 
band at the time of the final capture of 
: the latter, and a large quantity of coun- 
; terfeit money was found upon his person, 
j Korn was convicted accordingly, and 
) sentenced to seven years imprisonment 
; and to pay a fine of one thousand dollars. 

Charles Stadtfelt, her brother, was ar- 
; rested at Cincinnati, Ohio, during Janu- 
I ary, 1876, for conspiracy with^Nelson 
Driggs and Nicholas Kom in making and 
having in possession counterfeit money, 

; and having in possession certain counter¬ 
feit plates. Charles was convicted and 
sentenced to two years imprisonment in 
1 the Joliet (Illinois) penitentiary, and to 
pay a fine of one thousand dollars. Chas. 

I Stadtfeldt traveled two years with Foro- 

I Hugh’s Circus as a side show proprietor. 

: During September, 1874, he moved to' 

; Eddyville, Iowa, where he went by the 
name of Charles Belden; he afterward 


T '^0 >>^“0 

01 rom. Miller; then at Ccutraiia Illmois. 
as Charles shaler and at the time of his 
^rest with Driggs, as above stated, he 
WM Inmwn as Charles Lewis. He wted 
lor a long time as a traveling agent in 

lactured by Dnggs, and was remarkably 
succeMtul m avoiding detection. ^ 
. Larly m the year 1375, the counterfeit- 
mg operations of Nelson Drives Ben 
Boyd and the Stadtfeldts, withlhrir e^ 
pecial co-workers, became the subject of 
particular consideration at the Treasury 
^partoent In consequence, Elmer 
Washburn, Chief of Secret Service Divi¬ 
sion, issued his directions as noted in the 
account ot Ben Boyd, and on February 5, 
18j5. charpd Operative Patrick d! 

I yrrell with the apprehension and con¬ 
viction of the parties named, and the 
suppression of their nefarious manufac- 
Operative 

TyrreU has been noted in the preceding 
pages, but it is requisite, in order to 
continuous, to revert somewhat, to recall 
his course of proceeding preliminary to 
bis demand for assistance and the co-ope- 
Mrion decisive 

Dnggs Md Boyd. Operative Tyrrell was 
ett under the rules of the service, quite 
to nis own discretion in view of the im- 
^rtance of the business entrusted to 
secretly and cautiously 
such clues as were obtainable, Tyrrell 
O in June,^3 

^ or new Keokuk. Iowa, finding he had 
^en residing under the name of David 
Downs atlMdyville, Iowa, vrith - 
Wher-in-law Charles Stadtfeldt, 

Charles Belden, etc. In the latter part 
of this same month of June, an old 
tieman, giving the name of J. K. Wat- 
son, r^ted two houses in Clinton. Iowa 
and th ^ occupied with Ms wif^ 
and the other, which was about half a 
mile oistant, and on the opposite side of 
toe No^westem Railroad ^k, and al- 
*^0 street.- -^as 

mitoe the home of another family of some 
persons, apparently in the em¬ 
ploy, mtmest or care of toe kind old gen¬ 
tleman, Mr. Watson. For reasoM lest 
known to himself. Operative Tyrrell was 
a clos^bserver of the establishment'of 
these two doiniciJs,and was at once awam 
the firat was the abiding place of no less 
importMt ^rson than Nelson Driggs, 
under toe alias of J. K. Watson, and^t^ 
other toe residence of Driggs’ lather 
Z sisterlllaw, aid 

? Nicholas Stadt^ 

f! d^ Stadtfeldt, Charles Stadt- 

feldt, >Iary or Mollie Stadtfeldt, at that 
time Mra. Clinton, wife of Henry Clinton, 
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I Warsaw, Illinois, and of Nicholas Kom 

riie Stadtfeldt household -gave them- 
elves the name of Shafer to their neigh¬ 
bors at Clinton. Iowa, and Tyrrell con- 
•iiiuing his watchfulness, found the rea- 
-on for their deception, in the fact that 
:hey had in theii- house a re^lar “mill." 
or manufactory for counterfeit money, of 
which they presently gave evidence by 
getting out a small batch from toe cele¬ 
brated old plate for counterfeits of the 
live dollar bills on the Traders’ National 
Bank of Chicago, Illmois. An important 
capture could have been effected then and 
there, both of persons and the material 
for evidence, but the object was to break 
up the whole gang, of which Ben Boyd 
the “cutter" was as important as all the 
rest. Boyd was not then “located," and 
it was not until August 11, 1875, that the 
patient Operative learned of that skilled 
engraver’s hiding place. On tnat day. 
Nelson Driggs was “piped” or traced to 
La Clare, Iowa, where in a stone house 
on the banks of the Mississippi River he 
called upon Ben Boyd. After this a 
watch was kept, both in Clinton, Iowa, 
and La Clare. Driggs again visited 
Boyd and once Boyd returned the com¬ 
pliment by a journey to see Ms friend 
Driggs. 

.-is the plates these parties were well 
known to possess were almost as much of 
an object as themselves, everything was 
done that could be accomplished by 
watchfulness, to leam where the precious 
pieces could be found, but nothing in- 
stmetive occurred until September 10, 
1875, when Nelson Driggs packed three 
boxes, and taking them and three heavy 
trunks, went with his wife to the Revere 
House, where they had topper and took 
a room as if for too night; but at mid¬ 
night took the train for CMcago, Illinois, 
where they put up at toe Hatch House, 
and on the 18th again moved, this time to 
Dixon, Illmois; thence to Decatur, Hli- 
nois; thence to Centralia, Illinois, where 
they arrived September 21, 1875, and 
went at once to a residence which was 
found to be occupied by Charles Stadt¬ 
feldt, alias Shafer, he having left Clinton, 
Illinois, about the 25th of August, 1875, 
and being known in Centralia as a St. 
Louis “drummer,” that is a commercial 
traveler and salesman by sample on 
order. 

On September 23, 1875, the three boxes 
mentioned as part of the baggage of Nel¬ 
son Driggs on his journey to Centralia, 
Illinois, and which Operative Tyrrell 
learned weighed four hundred and forty 
pounds, were taken from the freight 
depot to the residence of Charles Stadt¬ 
feldt on First North street. The con- 
teuts of these heavy packages were sup¬ 


posed to be m.aterials and appliances for 
making counterfeit money, and lioiibriess 
a verv important capture oouUl have been 
made' at this time also. But the capiure 
of Nelson Driggs and his boodle earner, 
and a quantity of material, was no mure 
than John Eagan had done at St. Louis 
in 1861. There were other managing 
men of capital beside Nelson Driggs, as 
lawless as he, and the capture and destruc¬ 
tion of all the crooked material and ap¬ 
pliances in existence would be but a tem¬ 
porary check to the queersmen.as long as 
the creative gemus and imitative aptitude 
of such artisans as Ben Boyd were at the 
service of any one who would pay their 
wages liberally. 

To convict Boyd and thus get him into 
prison and out of mischief, he must bo 
taken at his illicit work, or at least sur¬ 
rounded by absolute evidence of his oc¬ 
cupation. At his stone house on the 
banks of the Mississippi at La Clare. 
Iowa, he had not betrayed him.«elf as de¬ 
sired, and on the 20th of September, 137.3. 
while Driggs was migrating from Chicago 
to Centralia, Illinois, Ben Boyd as re¬ 
lated in the preceding hi-tory, move A his 
household furniture to Fulton, Illinois, 
and there, with his wife, Almiranda 
Bovd, as a faithful guardian, established 
himself; but during the remainder of the 
month gave no sufficient token of being 
actually engaged in criminal engraving. 

Thus when Driggs and Stadlleldt par¬ 
aded their solid boxes of material for 
making coney, under the eyes of the 
Secret Service Operative^ through the 
streets of Centralia, Illinois, the observ¬ 
ers were compelled to rememember Ben 
Boyd and keep their greedy hands off the 
contraband plant and passively look on, 
while the manufacturers set up their will 
without suspicion of the intense interest 
some of their neighbors took in each and 
all of their procetoings. In October, 1875, 
Boyd got to work, and as there was ex- 

f srienced watchfulness over affairs in 
ulton, as well as in Centralia, his indus¬ 
try was soon known to more persons than 
the inmates of his house, or Ms confeder¬ 
ates elsewhere. 

Then as has been stated in the account 
of Boyd, Operative Tyrrell reported pro¬ 
gress; then Elmer Washburn, Chiet of 
Secret Service, James J. Brooks, Assist¬ 
ant CMef, and John McDonald, Operative, 
conferred with Tyi-rcll at Lyons, Iowa, 
and the arrest was decided upon to take 
place at 9 A. M., October 21, 18,5 ; by 
which time Chief Wa.toburn could com- 
plete an-angements and be ready m C.en- 
tralia, Illinois, the arrest of Driggs ^mg 
the work he took upon himself ; Assirtant 
Chief Brooks, Operative Tviaall and ^ 
rative McDonald, being left at 1; niton, 
arrested Ben Boyd and captured a num- 
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i 1 iUii; sEiv-vui-N.Uir-LN c'DOuix. 

1 "IT ■ “y '' at t'entrniia. niso rho connterteita 1 

aJoin._ .vj iCLOiueu. Chiet >Vasnbuni '.'t iracdonal currency ami bank notes it; 
nuujo nis wny saieiy and on rime, to Cen- already enumerated. ^ The nLatos iVom & 

other oouncerleits luvd 

' (' T,,rrie Mri; f ’ Frank been printed remamed undiscovered at 

, 0. Tutt e. and Operative fiurr, arranged the time, and Chief Washburn staid in 

die aork to be Mcomplished Centralia, Illinois, and organized a search 

1 At the aour hied upon, i) A. il. Octo- for them. 

her 11. 1375, the tour oificers just named. The comfort of the prisoners was pro- 

I surrounded and entered the house on vided for by forwarding their trunks Lid 
■ first North .,rieet. Central^ Illinois, a plentiful supply of clothing, .and their 
u ^ Dnggs and the Stadt- preliminary examination postponed. Chief 

teldt iimdy. There they a^sted Nioho- Washburn being summoned to Chicago, 
las btadtleldt and his wite, Barbara Stadt- Illinois, to attend the examination of Fen 
feldt, two aged German people, about and Almiranda Boyd, ordered in that 
seventy jean old, imable to speak Eng- city to take pLace October 27, 1875. The 

1 Ush. Mi-s. Nelson Dnggs, formerly Ger- oounterteit plates supposed to have been 
trude Stadtteldri a nice, quiet-looking in the possession and use of Nelson 
^ Driggs, fifteen in aU, were found October 
of Nicholas and Barbara, and their son 20. 1875, where he had buried them, 
Charles fstaatleldt the reputed commer- about five miles north of Centraha, Uli- 
cial traveler from St. Louis. lu the house nois, in a cornfield by the side of the 
were tound a j)nntiii^ press, a numbering road. On the same day an examination 
machme. a lot of engraver’s tools, ami was held before United States Commis- 
other details of counterfeiting material, sioner L. B. Adams, at Springfield Illi- 
1 but nothiug of consequence in the way of nois. when Nelson Driggs was held for 
, counterfeit money and none of the impor- action of the grand jury, and committed 

1 mnt plates expected. Moreover Nelson to jail in deiault of bail fixed at the sum 
; Dnggs was missing, .and the result seemed of forty thousand dollars 

, Chief Washburn managed to arrest Nel- rative Patrick D. Tyrrell, and 1 warra^ 1 
son Driggs about two miles south of Odin, issued but not served, the accused being 
lOmois, tor -manufacturing, dealing in, already in custody. The four indictments 
and having tn his possession counterfeit before mentioned as having been found 
money ; also, a press, numbering machine, against Nelson Driggs, were all pending ■ M 
engrayeris t<wls, and other counterfeiting while he awaited the action of the Grand H 
material -t^ same captured that very Jury, at Springfield, Illinois. Had there 'H 
Centrali;^ Blmois. In company been a faUure to indict Drigt^ by said H 
irith Driggs and arrested with him at Grand Jury, the warrant procured at Des H 
this rime, was the nephew of Mrs. Driggs, Moines, Iowa, would have been served B 
Nicholas Korn, upon whose person was and prosecution urged to the conviction B 
found » larw amount of counterfeit of the prisoner, on the charge made by B 
inoney. ^ the followmg day a quantity Operative Tyrrell, or some one of the B 
of counterfeit money, to the amount of various pending indictments. 
one hundred and seventeen thousand four »+ fi,<. Tor.,-,.,_ /-looaN rr » ' ’IB 

hundred and thirty-seven and a half nn^L H 

representative dollars, was captured in Vv H 

the heavy woods about seven miles north B 

of Centnilia, Dlinois, where Nelson Sprinj^el^m that State, Nelson Dnggs W 
Dritr-’s had concealed the same inst he. indicted for having m possession and B 

fore^hewStaCeninto cSjdy ' concealing counterfeits of United States || 

r. -u o,..- ^ Treasury Notes and Bank Notes, to wit: B 

On the v5th of October, 1875, Opera- First. TTie counterfeit money captured as ^ 
rives Kathbone, Tuttle and Hurr, arrived herinbeforo stated. Second. For having 
in Spn^field, Dlinois, having in their in possession certain notes engraved ana 
charge Nelson Driggs, and the prisoners printed in similitude of certain National H 
arrested at Central ia, Illinois, on the Bank Notes, to wit : Counterfeit notes on 
twenty.first of the same month. The the First National Bank of Aurora, Dli- MS 
prisoners were lodged in jail and refused nois; First National Bank of Canton, 
to co^ei^ with any one. The jail at Dlinois, and the Traders’ National Bank W 
Springfield, Illinois, not being counted of Chicago, Dlinois. Third. For having 
entu^ly safe, the Operatives stood guard in his control, custody and possession, 
day and night over the prisoners, reliev- certain metallic pLates, to wit : The conn-’ -M 
ing each other at intervals. "With the terfeit plates found at the time of his iH 
party came the press, numbering machine, arrest as herein described. 
j etc., with a lot of bank-note paper cap- The said Nelson Driggs was brought to” iB 

•ri.al at ’he ■«ame ':crm of 'ho District type, tools and matenais captured at (’.■n- 
.'ouit of :he United states for the bouth- tnuia. Dlinois. in the residence of Neiaou 
i .Til District of Illinois, ins Honor. .luuge Dnirgs and tUe btadfeldt I'ainiiy, < )ctoiler 
'ainuel II. Treat. Jr., presiding, .ind Dis- 21. Ia75. The bills and notes, amouutmg 
rrict Attorney J. P. Van Dorsten prose- to one hundred and seventeen thousand 
laicing. The principal witnesses for the ' four hundred and thiity-seven and a half 
Government, aside from the oificers and representative dollars, the couten'eit mon- 
operatives concerned, were Ben Boyd and ey captured in the woods. October 22, 
Almiranda Boyd, his wife, produced in i 1875. and the plates dug up and captured 
court under charge of Operative Tyrrell. . October 29, 18To, as already described. 
February 7, 1878, from Cook County 1 The said Nelson Dnggs was found 
(Dlinois) jail, to prove the engraving and ! guilty on five counts in the first indict- 
sale to Driggs of the orimnaf plate for 1 ment and all the counts in the second in- 
printing counterfeits of the five dollar ! dictment. On the “Ith day of February, 
bills of the Traders’ National Bank of 1 1878, and on the 3th day of February, 
Chicago, Illinois, which first made their | 1876, he pleaded guilty to two counts in 
appearance in May, 1874, and the engrav- | the third indictment. He was therefore 
iiig of transfer plates by which counter- i sentenced as follows: On the first indict- 
feits were issued of the same denomina- i ment. to ten years’ imprisonment 
tion of bills, upon the First National | in the Illinois penitentiary at Joliet , 
Banks of Canton, Illinois ; Paxton, lUi- in that State, and to pay a fine of six 
nois ; Peru, Dlinois ; Aurora, Dlinois ; thousand dollars. On the second indict- 
Galena, Illinois; Chicago, Illinois, and ment to two years’ imprisonment in the 
the Merchants National Bank of Chicago, same penitentiary. On the third indict- 
Illinois. ment, to three years’ imprisonment in the 

1 It was established that Nelson Driggs same penitentiary and to pay a fine of one : 

was the sole owner of the above plates, thousand dollars. ! 

■ that he caused them to be engraved and The female prisoners taken with Driggs, ; 

secured the printing of two hundred and to wit: his wife and Mrs. Barbara StadJeldt ; 
twenty-five thousand representative dol- were both discharged under the same 
lars from the original plate, which vast rule of duty as a wife, freed Mia. Boyd ! 
amount of counterfeits he controlled and when Ben Boyd was convicted, 
directed into circulation, this note being i Driggs is restive in prospect of his long | 

. officiaUy declared “the most successful sentence at his time i if life and occasion- i 

counterfeit ever issued.’’ ally employs influences, once ^tent, now j 

'There was produced .os property found 'weak ai^ lame, to obtain Presidential | 
in the possession of Nelson Driggs, “one Pa«ion. Butr^ntlv an attempt was made 

1 ^ oopper-Llate press and bed complete ; one dilution, ba^ upon the stat^ 

1 nu^rW machine and type complete; ment that the aged simer was sick ^d 

! oneengraWs eye-glass; one engraver’s mgh unto death. Pending Execuri^ 

1 tool; one roU of note paper; two wnsideration of his case, a visitor reported 

1 boxes containing ink and materials for Dnggs walking tbe comdor of the priton, 

1 ink; four plates for printing National m a ptop an^f healthy condition te^g 

1 Banic Notes ; one plate each for title and good stones imd laughing heaitily at his 

1 signature for National Banks of Paxton, ovra se^-glonfication. 

1 1 fflm, Aurora and Pern, Illinois; ton But for the clow watch kept on such 

1 1 fifty dollar United States Treasury Notes, matters, m m this case, by the Se^t 

1 1 series of 1869; twenty-three thousand, 8e^ Division through which the De- 
1 : six hundred aiid forty-seven fifty cent partment of Justice is fully advised of 

1 United States Treasury Notes, Stanton every move the motive power used and 

1 Head; two hundred and eighty-eight fifty the ch^ter of the cnmi^l, « ^ose 

1 cent United States Treas^ Notls, Dex- ,^® niovement is made pardons 

1 ter Head; five faces of l3exter Head; 

1 thirteen thouaand six hundred and thirty- present, men most familiar ^ 

1 : r^Te S n^s on the TiX^s ^th the case of Dnggs cam see no re^n i 

1 XT A ,T> , T.,- • for lomenoy in his case, otjier than that 

1 National Bank of Chicago, Dlinois; thirty- . , beharfor ' 

1 four five dollar notes on the First National ““J ^am by good bebavior. ^ 

1 1 Bank of Aurora, Illinois ; fifty-one five Briggs is possessed of considerable ■ 

1 dollar notes on the First National Bank wealth, which his shrewd caution and , 

1 of Peru, Illinois ; four five dollar notes on lack of faith In the average human 

1 . the National Bank of Canton, Dli- by which he was surrounded, induced 

1 1 nois ; five thousand five hundred and him to refnse to trust to the control ^_d ; 

1 1 thirty-two five dollar notes on the First management of any other person. His 

1 1 NationalBank-, Illinois; one thousand wife, living in quiet seclusion at Dayton, 

1 seven hundred and thirty-eight backs of Ohio, with her child, subsists solely upon 

1 ' five dollar notes on the TTrst National money regularly remitted from her incar- 
1 1 Bank -, Illinois, Being the press, oeratod husband and provider. 






























THE GREAT SOUTHWESTERN KONIACKER. 
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Filty Arrests, tint ConTictioiis. 
A??xI3CS CF MCI3Y MAai-, 
“THE INVULNERABLE,” 

FRED. BIEBUSCH. 



Fbed. Biebcsch, 


The discovery of America and the emi¬ 
gration from Europe and the rest of the 
world to this continent, are the most im¬ 
portant phenomena of human history. 
These causes created commerce, expanded 
the sphere of statesmanship and developed 
civilization. As to who were the native 
Americans, there is uncertainty ; even the 
red Indian is said to have made his ad¬ 
vent from Asia. Anything like exclu¬ 
siveness seems illogical; but while com¬ 
merce, religion, science and art have sent 
their representatives here, the new world 
has received from the old more than an 
average number of the desperate and 
criminaL 

The reason for all this may not be dis¬ 
cussed at present, but the fact manifest 
in the more than half piratical voyages of 
the time of Columbus, h.as been evident 
ever since and is to-day as palpable as 
then. Doubtless the bitter must be taken 
with the sweet, in the ordinary course of 
events, but while we welcome a Kossuth 
or Carl Schurz, there is no reason we 


should not resent any foreign policy of 
police which seeks to evade the responsi- 
; bilities of government, and undertakes to 
I abnormally corrupt our populivce by con¬ 
signing to our pons, as to some penal 
colony, the uum.auageable offscouring of 
! their semi effete and defective social and 
iwlitical systems. 

Since the lirst settlement of the United 
States of America, all shades, kinds and 
degr-ees of crossmen and rogues have at 
various times, from the earliest, crossed 
the seas, seeking in this great field of pro- 
gr-essive action, room and opportunity for 
the exercise of their perverted talents and 
nefarious arts. Among them all, not one, 
it may be safely said, brought to the land 
of their adoption more d.-ingerous capaci¬ 
ties for multifarious crime, or a more d 
termined and persistent purpose to u _ 
them, than Fred Biebusclr, a German, 
born in Prussia in 1823, who emigrated to 
this couutry in 1844, and beginning his 
career within twelve months, has con¬ 
tinued his work as a counterfeiter, burg¬ 
lar, briber and malefactor in general, un¬ 
til the very latest dates. In his course, 
this man has deserved the titles given at 
the head of this writing; ho became known 
as ■‘the great Southwestern Koniacker" 
years ago, has been arrested over fifty 
times, but convicted on but two occasions. 
Being “a prince of money magic,” ho 
managed to escape so often that the of¬ 
ficers of the law denominated him " 
invulnerable.” 

The whole life of Biebusch has beenl 
devoted to crime. His principal pursuiM 
has been the exacting one of a wholesaT^™ 
dealer in counterfeit money.. To that h 
time, his arts, his genius, have been dt 
voted, yet he has found leisure to act^ 
a receiver of stolen goods, and the ente' 
prising factor and financier of bui^*- 
and tlueves. He furnished the engr 
of counterfeit plates with capital, 
helped produce the plates, he bough® 
presses, ink, paper, and every materir* 
lor the printers of counterfeit bills, ah „ 
found the right men to act as his agenta 
and shovers in general, by whom s 
notes were everywhere circulated. ' 
career of this notable character, has b 
marked by unequaled success, for ut« 
thirty years his traffic asaqueersman hi 
been steadily followed, and his high If 
of operations, alike vast, bold and pr*^ 
able, were extended over the whole o 
try from Illinois to Tex-as. '■ -’-n 

Biebusch was twenty-one vears of i, 
when he arrived in the United States' 
dervuloped into a broad-shouldered-pc, 
ful man, wearing a heavy crop of 
whiskers generally, and making a fir ' 
pearance. He was an active and c 
guished criminal almost from the si 
yet for more than a quarter of a — 
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; his operations were practically unchecked. 

In 1850 Biebusch was keeping a liquor i 
; saloon on Third street. St Louis. His- I 
I souri, called the War Eagle, which was 
I , trequented by river men of the most re- 
I spectable class, steamboat officers and 
! appeared to be a jolly good 

I fellow and h.-vd a fine trade. Somehow or 
j other, however, he fed under suspicion, 
and one day the police made a raid on his 
place, when in the back part of his saloon, 

I I buned m the wails, they discovered an 
immense amount of aU kinds of stolen 
P‘'°P«rt7- including jewelry and silver- 
said , to have been a 
^k full of watches among the plunder, 
it then became evident Biebusch had been 
keeping a general fence house. Ho was 
^sted, of course, but equally, of course, 
m some way avoided punishment 
The history of Fred Biebusch as a coun- 
terleiter is ^mance of crime, the record 
ot a wonderful m.an, as cool and subtle 
as he 13 daring and unprincipled. His 
personal headquarters were established 
permanently in St Louis, Hissouri, but 
his agents were secretly active throughout 
the whole Mississippi Valley. Personally 
he dealt only at wholesale, negotiating 
with extreme caution, for the transfer of 
I veiy large amounts of his goods at once 
I He ui^vidually received the good money 
m such cases, but the counterfeits reached 
his customers by the hands of others— 
women, children, or the boodle carriers 
constotly m his service. Over all these 
people the great dealer kept the sharpest 
watch, ho generally managed to involve 
them in monetary obligations to him, or 
get them m his power otherwise on ac¬ 
count Of some of their misdeeds, he never 
frmtod them or anyone too implicitly. 
The- (mly parties in his confidence were 
toose bound to him by interest, or held in 
his control by fear. Like the owl, ho pre¬ 
ferred night to day for his out of door 
movements and transactions, and was 
withal so shrewd and cautious that he 
avoided detection year after year while 
every one who knew him was certain of 
his guut. 

Before the present system of National 
Banks was esublished Biebusch flourished 
speculations in 
counterfeit bills of the foi-mer State In- 
^tutions. He did no manufacturing In 
• ^ P'^ce fai St. Louis 

jobbed out the goods produced upon vari- 
ons hanlM all over the country by Nelson 
Dnggs, ^per. Sleight, and others, who 
sent (mt hundreds of thousands of repre- 
Mntative dollars through this agency. 

1 ' rom thew manufacturers Biebusch then 
reeved hpvy commissions, for he stood 
V them and the small dealers and 

h^ the whole traffic reduced to a system, 
which avoided danger and saved trouble 


through ‘his management. In this wav 
Biebusch .-wcumulated a large eapitA 
with which he began to manufacture 
Munterfeit money on his own account, 
i He 13 not an enmver or a printer him-. 

, seif, but procured the help of those who 
were in each of these branches. He 
formed a partnership with the famous 
Pete McCartney, for whom he at first 
acted as an agent, receiving quite often 
one hundred or two hundred thousand 
representative dollars at a time, which he ^ 
generally soon distributed and sold for ■ 
drculation, in Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, i 
Kansas, and the Territories. Biebusch ‘ 
and McCartney were men with points of ; 
resemblance in character, and when they i 
joined their resources of talent, energy i 
and money, they formed a strong and ex- . 
ceedingly dangerous combination. Me- I 
Cartney engraved the plates and superin- I 
tended the printing of the counterfeit j 
money, while Biebusch busied himself in ! 
wholesale dealings in the same and re- ^ 
ceived tee income of the fii-m for division. 

Fred Biebusch was also at times the 
confidential “outside man” and manager 
for t^ engravers Ben Boyd and Bill Shel¬ 
ley. He sold the pLates produced by these 
artisans, he supplied them with money 
and hired them to cut plates for counter- i 
feits he had struck off hira.self. From i 
being always “ne.xttee plate,” Biebusch ' 
came to be the partner of McCartney, who I 
made splendid plates, and finally the i 
owner of others equally good from the 
hand of Ben Boyd, as well as Shelley’s I 
work in the same line. His profits bad i 
been large before, but after this he I 
amassed wealth with great rapidity. The 
record of this man’s progress ana event¬ 
ful life, and his management of the vari¬ 
ous affairs in which he was interested for 
three decades of years is curiously Inter¬ 
esting. In general, it may be observe^ 
that whatever positive skill, sharpness, 
ingenuity, or tee ready outlay of money 
could accomplish, he would always in 
case of nted perform.. The extent of his 
profitable traffic made him rich, and after 
the first few years ho could at any time 
control very large sums in ready cash. 
Biebusch was from an early date con¬ 
stantly suspected by the police, and fre¬ 
quently arrested. Over fifty times he was 
in tee hands of the local authorities, he 
was always “bled” but never convicted, 
in consequence of such captures, he came 
to consider them quite matters of course 
in a business like his own. He contrived 
to escape by bribery and corruption, pay¬ 
ing promptly and roundly to avoid ar¬ 
raignment before the courts, the air of a 
legal tribunal being an atmosphere he held 
in utter detestation. 

But Biebusch was sometimes taken in 
hand by officers who had his conviction ; 
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•nak’.i’.i.' :\iTesis simpiy ;n order to piiinder 
tlieir nnsoner. Wiien Uo ibuiui it impos- 
'ible to "dx thinifs ’ so ive to keep out of 
court, Biebusch was by ao means liis- 
coiinvired. Ha always gave bail upon ex- 
imination, at once, m any amount, and 
the moment he was released made his 
own mental analysis of the case, and 
looking cunningly about to see what 
could be done, went methodically and 
diligently at work to pervert the course 
of procedure and defeat the ends of jus¬ 
tice. His lirst care was to find who were 
the witnesses upon whose testimony the 
Government relied for his conviction. 
Then he sought such persons out. paid 
them liberally and sent them away on 
long journeys from St. Louis, until his 
trial should be over. When the day for 
his trial came, Frederick Biebusch would 
answer in court and defiantly challenge 
proof of the charges against him. Then 
the Government officers would suddenly 
discover they had no case, their witnesses 
having disappeared with the evidence. 
But this scheme could not always be 
made successful; then the dispenser of 
'rifts invaded the precincts of the court 
ftself and bribery crept nearer the bench, 
lilore than once Biebusch had his brief 
arguments with mercenary District At¬ 
torneys and has been saved by an unex¬ 
pected nolU prosequi entered just at the 
nick of time, by which the coneyman left 
the court a poorer if not a wiser man. 
Indeed, it was not wisdom, but immunity 
he purchased on such occasions, and 
whatever he paid and whoever received 
the money, he followed up his illegal vo¬ 
cation with renewed zeal, as if to recover 
the cost of each release thus expensively 
obtained No man in the Unit^ States, 
not even McCartney, ever so thoroughly 
or successfully test^ the power of money 
in overthrowing or compounding criminal 
cases. He escaped so frequently and so 
readily, and by means so well understood, 
that it was not uncommon on his release 
from custody to hear officers and others 
inquire, as a kind of standing joke: “How 
much did Biebusch put up this time to 
get out of quod ?” 

We read in the Bible, that “The wise 
man seeth the danger afar off and pro- 
videth for it.” Whether Biebusch made 
a study of that volume is doubtful; but 
that he practiced the teachii^ of the 
proverb just quoted is certain- Conscious 
of the liabihties of his position, he was 
always on the alert and took every pre¬ 
caution to insure his safety in any 
dilemma in which he might become in¬ 
volved. The title of the “great South¬ 
western Koniacker,” was a source of pride 
to him- He enjoyed his distinction all 
the more because it was a matter of fact 


bv which he had lar'geiy profited; yet, as 
lie boasted, during aJ these yeai-s neither 
’ Government otficiais or local authonties 
' had been able to 'give the slightest legal 
I proof of his complicity in the business 
i for which scores of other counterfeiters 
I were imprisoned. Although hating the 
I courts and aU their surroundings, Bie. 

I busch matie it his business to know 
I everybody in office, either police or magis- 
] trate, even judges, politicians and states- 
j men. Wherever he found a man, from a 
I United States Senator or Governor of a 
I State, down to the “flattest’’ member of 
I the poUce. was accessible to corruption, 
he made a note of that man, and as cir- 
I cumstances favored, sooner or later 
I bought himself “friends at court,’’ by 
i subsidies against the time of need. When 
! arrested on one occasion, ho had in his 
I possession notes of hand on call for money 
I loaned to prominent citizens of St. Louis, 

I to the amount of sixty thousand dollars 1 
He thoroughly understood every defect, 
flaw and wea^ess of the laws and the 
method of their application, and was 
ready to take any and every advantage, 
fair means or foul; moreover, he seemed. 
to have every person who could possibly 
do hiTTi harm completely at his command, 
by means of his use of the money he won 
by his desperate games of felony. 

When the United States Secret Service, 
originated as a war measure by General 
Scott, had fulfilled the important duties 
imposed upon it during the civil war, it 
was continued as an essential part of the 
Treasury Department, especially charged 
with the suppression of the making and 
passing of counterfeit money. 

Biebusch regarded the United States- 
Seeret Service Division with apprehension 
ftom the hour he became aware of its or- ’ 
ganization. Confident from long oon-' 
tinned success of his ability to deal with' 
the ordinary poUce and loc^ officials, hd-.' 
saw in the new agency of the Government 
a mysterious foe, with, whoso plans and 
methods be had no acquaintance. 

Considering the matter, he concluded 
Secret Service men were but as other 
men, and in his usual manner approached 
several operatives here and there, cau¬ 
tiously inquiring who could bo bought 
when occasion required. He gained in¬ 
formation, and after paying a handsome 
retainer to those he considered mfiuential, 
kept on in his work and qmetly relied 
upon his new found friends to treat him 
with studied neglect, or be of use if others 
stirred up trouble. Subsequently he was 
arrested, and a number of letters were 
found, in his possession from different 
Operatives, members of the Secret Service 
as at first orgainzed, who had been over¬ 
looked when the money went around, 
offering for a consideration to stand by 
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m .and help him escape the gra-sp of tlio 
w whenever wanteil. It is unnece.ssary 
.. .odd the i-anks of the force have since 
then, been weU weeded of such avaricious 


Alter the suppression of the rebellion 
iml the end of the war. Colonel H. c! 

[ hitley having been appointed Chief of 
^e beoret Service, that Division of the 
Treasury Department was thoroughly 
organized, with an especial view'to i 
duties which would devolve upon it m 
time of peace. It was resolved that such 
^ves M Biebusch. McCartney, Bill 
Gurney, John Hart, Tom Hale and other 
notorious counterfeiters, should be 
brought to justice without delay, and the 
rascally trade they so pertinaciously fol¬ 
lowed broken up and, if possible, eiter- 
Vigorous measures were ac- 
cordmgly taken against that class of, 
criminals, the more distinguished bein^- 
selected for the critical consideration of 
Operatives deuiled for express and par- 
ricuJar attention to their personal case. 
The District including St. Louis w.os 
placed m the charge of Operative John 
Eagan, said to have been one of the best 
men ever in the Division, though now in 
private business. Eagan made the coney- 
men about him a subject of much solici- 
tude; m fact, they and their doings were 
never otf his mind. Accordingly, in tl 
yestf 1865, Frederick Biebusch, after an 
uninterrupted career as a counterfeiter 
and crossmaa for more than a score of 
years, was arrested in the City of St. 
Eouis for selling counterfeit money. So 
often had this occurred before, that the 
news seemed monotonous. It excited no 
unusi^ interest, and neither Biebusch 
nor the average official, much less the 
pubho,- anticipated anything more than 
the usual routine farce, the regular 
job^ and robbery, and then the release 
of tte pnsoner-r-to retrieve his expenses 
by fresh activity in issues of counterfeit 
treasury notes or bank bills. 

Biebusch, after examinatiou, promptly 
gave bail in a large amount and began his 
old tactics of ev.asion, spiriting away wit¬ 
nesses, bribery and the like, but theie 
was an unexampled energy and good for¬ 
tune in the prosecution, indicative of new 
men and original methods. A very early 
day was named for trial and the case 
pushed with certainty and speed. Dur¬ 
ing proceedings it became evident the 
had great wealth, one item of 
which WM notes of hand on call for sixty 
thousM I dollars from prominent citizens 
or bt Louis, said notes being found in his 
jx^ssion, as has already been stated. 

ihe Invulnerable’’ was touched on his 
one weak spot, he was denied time for his 
customaiw deviltries, and in consequence 
convicted and sentenced for ten years to 


the Missouri penitentiary, T\t~r9 )m m- 
• mained just half as many mo«jU»a, 

' t.ieii pardoned ,.mt. through wm* 

I influence, by the Governor of tl>« .lui* 

! rims restored to liberty, Blebujtrh 
i re.sumed his old bu.siness, and dunn'g (S« 
j iiext tour years was arrested four lirrn-^. 

I JUt on each occasion escaped convictnm, 

I havme learned, as it would seem, toadjiit 
Ills old tactics to the new emergencies. U 
was his boast that he “could p.addle his 
own canoe in safety foity-nine times out 

of fifty, and clear the breakers sure.” The 
one chance he did not hesitate to venture 
But the liitieth time came at last, and he 
lound the breakers too much for even liis 
navigation. In February, 1869, Biebu.sch 
was again arrested by the Secret Ser^-ice 
on another charge of uttering counterfeit 
money. Under direction of Chief H. C. 
Hhitley, “ajobwasput up” upon the 
old counterfeiter and evidence against 
him secured by the “stool pigeon pro- 
cess.” An agent named McCabe was sup¬ 
plied with marked money, and with that 
bought a quantity of counterfeit stuff 
from Biebusch, who was thereupon ,ar- 
rested and the marked money found m 
hi3 possession. In this way the opem- 
tives made a strong case for the Gorveru- 
ment. Biebusch was held for trial in 
twenty thou and dollars bail, which he 
promptly gave and then proceeded with 
cunning and energy, by the Uberal use of 
money after his old method, to prepare 
lor court. He adroitly managed to buy 
every witness for the Government, and 
nicely fixed before October, 

18 1 0, when the trial came on. 

Everything looked fair for’another es¬ 
cape, but about these times. Chief H C 
Whitley c.ame upon an engraver in New 
York city by the name of William Shel¬ 
ley, detecting him in making a plate for 
printing counterfeit bills. Saving been 
Mught upon such work, Shelley was in¬ 
duced to confess he had of late come from 
St. Louis, ihssoui i, where he had done 
other work of the same kind, and that the 
former and the present pieces, were for 
no less aperson than Frederick Cicliusch 
Here was seen the benefit of a National 
&rrice ; it was a move ih advance of all 
Biebusch expected, Shelley had been 
sent away, but he was found and taken 
back a^in. On the day of trial Biebusch 
entered the court room, defiant and bold 
M ever, but met there an apparition, be¬ 
fore which he was struck dumb with as- 
tonishmentl The Government placed 
William SheUey upon ' the ctaad M 
a witness. 'ITie moment ‘b* ^likif 
him there, the courage of 
became confusion. Shelley told • 
straightforward story and Um cvOt otSi' 
prisoner became evident. At tM 
ment Biebusch finMB tW 
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.WutieyaudUismoiuvua ^ , 

and wulun a week Oi)erative.j»ha i.rHiau 
uded bv Lhict McOomiuijh.aiid bis me.\ . 

, • 'be '-^t Louis police, recaptured the 
uv'Vtive. who was then commuted to 

piison without bajL „n,,rt as 

W-ben Biebmch Bed from court, as , 

7ec"lslaud‘Vtbe^Sss^PP' River, oppo- ! 
.Ue tb“town of VemLo. J 

BAsel Point. Paeie Mrs. Biebusch was j 
1 .si'nmeetherbusband inaconifield, 

f."om whi^h” 0 to a miserable hut 

Loin wuicu I which he bad taken 

The but was surrounded by a 
I ireu mem. and as the refu-ee refused to 
come forth and suirender, several shots 
wp'R fired to intimidate tlio dcspeiato 
mm now fairlV at bay. These, ■ .f curse. 
Biebuscb returned in kind ; then the hut 
w t - on fi.ro Biebuscb rushed tortb. 
,^U 1 ' smoked out of hU bole, and started 
.e'on rha mu Some baiC dojen shuts 

,ba'"eddowu and secured. 0i.ee moie 

before court Biebuscb was tried on file 

^parate indictments before •{'"‘‘b'e Treat. 
khaHev’s testimony convicted his em- 
□loyer^ and on December 19‘O- 
; m-iiL Biebuscb, then forty-seven years of 
i ^o w s sentenced for fifteen yca.s to 

^ term hfS but five years, 

! when he was once more set free by a par- 
' don from, the Governor of Missomm As 
ll before ^e'u free, Biebuscb resumed his 
i old trade and issaid tehave been for some 
time past in addition, the “ 

fir”-iass burslarstooU in the West- Tlie 

Sec^^fei-vicebperative havhisdiscovered 

umple reason for sharp 1 

buiCcli, orders were that he^shoul I , 

be observed closely, -^obn Ea^m h s | 
former captor, bavin? rotii-ed from the 

Sr^e. Ope^tivo P. D 1 

ferred from Chicaijo. -nimois, to St. I oui- , 
vnssoui L to miuiaue tlie m.atter. At tue ^ 
May (1S791 Term of the UnRed^ States^ 
District Court, hcl.l at St. Louis, Mis- 


•"be men selected for riic work were i pc- 
m'tive Tyrrell. Deputy United btates M.ir- 
i-liaU Seost and Wheeler, with sergeant 
bummer and Officer Weigman ot the fit. 

^'niebuw.-h was arrested at a tavern called 
the Seven-Mile a distance out ot 

the city of St. Louis, where liis family 
resided, liaving moved there two weeks 
before from 2703 Stoddai;t street, St 
Louis, he h.iviii? recently acquued the 
mwerty by foreclosure of a niortgage for 
two thousand five hundred (.lObar^- which 
be held upon it. Biebuscb wa.s in his yard 
when ^n,biirebeaded, loolrbig at the 
evening sky—star gazing, quite unsuspici¬ 
ous. Thecaptuiewiis quietly eflected, and 
tlie prisoner brought by 
city of St. Louis, and lanaed at the Jr lUa 
District Police Statioig where ^ 
searched, aud two hundred and t^ent^- 
nine dollars and forty-nine cents, ^ g'^ 
money found on his person, but nutl.in 
[^ implicate him. -ts he never earned 
contraband goods of any sort, nme wmo 
expected. The paitie.s token ^ m ht 
iu SL Louis as couiedemtes of LH bti^c.i, 


:ct L’ourt, uci.i .wi. m.. 

■i Biebuscb was indicted, but no w,..- 
raiit was issued, :.s it was feared ba would 
bear of it aud secrete himselC 'Hie evi¬ 
dence against him was complete, .^nt as 
oth^hS beepme implicated the arr^t 
wai'deferred until pn^ J ■ ft 

a&iinst the enti.e party co^'cemod. It 
^as presently discovered that .^ebu^h 
Tave signs of leaving the vicinity of St 
louis.Tnd the capture 
come off on M’ediiesday, October ,-, 1.-. J- 


in St. Louis as couiedemtes of b'< b^;_- ■■ 
wei e Andrew .T.ackson 'Thoma-s, aims -Tin 
Preacher,” .md .-tnnie Tliomas h'-i wile 
a!so a nccro hus^tlui* named wiXjt . ui.'. •• •« 
Koinhard Bossie, tlie German 
the Sheridan, Exchange, and two y^ a..-, 
fei;ows,Wimam Whalen and liar: y M uo.h 
The next day, Thursday, Octoben^S^ 

1 a !ran» of seven counterfeiters -were 
i5restKL°nd cws County, MisStouv 
and a quantity of spurious co.nw, 
mou-ds, dies- and other appilanevtf w«o 
cantur^; -Taken in connection wrt.i ^o, 
slmAVAili taSt. Louis, tb? 

dicatecCV determination to break ^ mo 

nrfkte'^iints in that district, 

th^ %'ihe amount' of 

had^cqme a nuisance to “ ,. 

At tie present wntmg . 

are'■ retained in custody„/^r* 

Thomas' having been admittedtabail in 
Uia sum Qf three tliousand .^liar^, upon 
examination held Saturday, Novem^r 1,, 
ISTO. Compared with Biebuscb, the bthcr 
parties are, iierhaps, insignificant thc.ugh 
the Thomas couple aie suspcctcii of hav- 
inz a crooked record of interest and im¬ 
portance. As to Biebuscb, he st i has, 
money and strong backers, 
nearly siity, is in full possess!^ pf all his, 
faculties. He will, no doubt, make , a, 
teiiacious '.md characteristic defense and, 
may possibly again get clear, but consid-j 
rriSaldi^ of bperativo Tpel^^, 
thorou^meis of Chief James J., 
and blithe qircum^tonces, it is Rrebab^ 
whate4r the present event, t^ 9h\ 
der will after all liis evasions of 
to illustrate the parable about 
which, though coming often safe from the 

well was broken to pieces at tost. 
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THE SEPTUAGENARIAN SURVIVOR 

or 

III OLDEST or TSS OOUNTESrSIISHS. 

Iii 2 Cutter Who Jell Jrom Grace 

IRVINE WHITE, 

ALIAS 

George Irvtxh White, alias G. J. 
White, alias George White, 
alias Charles White. 



; ■ -lavrsE White. 


The.^pOTtuagenarian Burvivqor oif the 
oldest t^.flie oounterfeiters, Irvine White, 

: was born iq Trenton, New Jersey, in the 
; year 1809, where he resided, during the 
early years of htolife and learned the art 
of an engraver 'on steel'. These honest 
’and respectable years of this man’s lifet 
must be Jkissed'withont comment, o^er 
than to regret they'hf^’ not continued ; 
nor will space allow a detailed statement 
Of the causes which led him to crime and 
the incidents of t^ earlier portion of his 
rareer., The matter omitted is of less 
importance, as his first criminal engrav¬ 
ing was that of plates for printing coun- 
.torfeits of the currency issued nearly half 


a century ago, and now entirely super¬ 
seded and obsolete. 

The ancestors of Irvine White are said 
to have been natives of New Engk-uid, 
where they and their relatives b<jro an 
historical and honored name. The sub¬ 
ject of this sketch certainly had all the 
practical talent and versaubty peculiar to 
the wide-spread progeny of New Eng¬ 
land, and aside from his proclivities to a 
criminal use of his skill and dexterity, 
was not without the better and brighter 
traits of character significant of his race 
and original breeding. 

Taught to engrave on steel, “George 
Irvine White” was well known in Phila¬ 
delphia, Pennsylvania, thirty or more 
years ago as an engiaver on wood, work 
on steel having become less in demand. 
As a wood engraver. White was a bold 
and effective, hut not a fine workman, 
judged by modem standards. In fact, 
this work was in a degree out of his line, 
and to some extent a makeshift; but he 
for a long time had enough to do and 
made good wages, though not doing as 
well as when en«^ed in the more artis¬ 
tic execution of his subjects in steel. He 
was an intelligent operator, aud to this 
day is kindly aud in pity remembered by 
such expert engravers on wood as H. M. 
Snyder, late of Van Ingen k Snyder, 
North American building, corner Seventh 
and Chestnut streets, a master who, when 
an apprentice, worked with White and 
was aided by him to acquire some part of 
the skill and dexterity which, with the 
achievement of the most finished style, 
has made the success of hi^reseut well- 
known establishment. White was a 
genial man, interested in everything go- 
mg on about him, and always ready with 
a hint or a. touch in everyone’s assist¬ 
ance. 

In. ttose early days, conviviality was 
the rule, and WTiite, though not what 
could be called intemperate, was some¬ 
what irregular in bis habits ; enough so to 
causa some uneasiness to his very respo- 
table wife. But such things were com¬ 
mon at that time among the class to which 
he belonged, and the more the pity, are 
not obsolete anywhere-, even now. The 
good -wife had cause for anxiety, for 
probably, through hia good nature and 
indulgeneejin occasional inebriety, White 
was brought acquainted -with his evil geni 
in the .guise of manufacturers of counter- 
, feit luoney. To bring the matter -down 
to a modem date; shortly after the eotm- 
terfeitsof the one hundred dollar blllwof 
the Philadelphia Bank made their appear-' 
anoe thronghout the country at o«<!e,'-tha 
banks, for good cause distrusting tber-ef- 
fectivenesa of the local officials and police 
‘ here and there, organized in the absence 
' of anything like a National Secret Ser- 































t.'F IRVINE WHITE. 


■■•ice. nn •'.V.-iKoi'iation for the Deteocion ot 
L ouuteneits. ' 

The rirst tradition of “George Wliite,'’ 
.■\s he w:i3 called, m a cutter of the coney, 
relate.s to a time .os early as IS.IiS, when 
IB was employed by a gang including Ben 
i’ratt. Rans Warner, Sam Ramsay, Mar- 
‘ihal. Bill Cregar, Tom Condron, Minnie 
Price and other active queersmen of the 
time, to engrave plates for printing coun¬ 
terfeits of the old State banks. 

During August. 1860, Chief Joseph M. 
Wootl, of the Philadelphia Detectives, 
received a letter dated Camden, New Jer¬ 
sey, from one Williara Barton Tarr, a 
■•veil-known counterfeiter, professing peni¬ 
tence and offering aid in arresting parties 
about to foist a new issue of counterfeits 
upon the public. Chief Wood was an en¬ 
ergetic officer, honestly ambitious of g^at 
vrork, especially in the suppression of the 
crime in which he found Tarr was a pro- 
ticieut expert, well acquainted with the 
queersmen and OTnerally in their confi¬ 
dence. Convinced of the invaluable use 
he might be. Chief Wood secured the co¬ 
operation of Tarr, who in that way really 
did the State some service, and for some 
time gave no reason to doubt his faithful¬ 
ness. The Chief was presently made 
aware that certain “big guns’’ in the city 
of New York were engaged in the manu¬ 
facture of a plate for printing counter¬ 
feits of the five dollar bills on the Farm¬ 
ers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Philadel- 
hia, the said plate to be finished early in 
uue, 1861. Tne men at work upon this 
plate, and who, •with their associate held 
possession of some fifteen other pieces of 
work of like nature, were a ^rsou named 
Moseley, as well known as “Moses,” alias 
Allen, his full name being reported as 
Reuben Moseley, and “George Irvine 
^^ite.” At this time the notorious 
“Minnie” Price, whoso proper name was 
Manassah Price, kept the Star Hotel, at 
the comer of Nineteenth and Poplar 
streets, in the city of Phihvdelphia, which 
house was the headquarters of all the co¬ 
ney trade, the haunt of the queersmen 
for hundreds of miles around. There the 
bills made from the plates engraved by 
Moseley and White were dealt in, whole¬ 
sale and retail, and there the specie basis 
w.as provided in any quantity of bogus 
coin. 

Ic ■was the purpose of Chief Wood and 
of ’Tarr his aidie-camp to capture all 
these parties, plates and materials, and 
for a time success seemed almost assured 
through their “stool pigeon” and other 
operations. Tarr being provided with 
money from the As.sociated Banks, and 
Woods private funds, engaged to pur¬ 
chase the new plate and had paid sixty 
dollars toward the price of the same. On 
Wednesday, November 5, 1800, the night 


before the election of Abraham Lincoln. 
President of the United States, chore was 
a gathering of the ciaaamen of Miunie 
Price, to receive their shares of a boodle 
of counterfeit not.-s to come from New 
York city that evening, and be shoved 
into circuJation amid the excitement of 
the ensuing twenty-four hours. The 
boodle was to arrive on the ten P. M. 
train from New York, and the shares 
were to be given out at the Star Hotel 
one hour, later. The hour came; the ' 
boixile came; the shovers, peddlera and i 
dealers came, the package was opened, | 
the distribution began, and just tnen, 
there also came Chief Wood with a party 
of his officers, all prepared to “bidhigh” 
for the boodle. The guests of the Star 
Hotel who could escape left its hospitali¬ 
ties through back windows, scuttles, and 
any unusual way, Minnie the proprietor 
setting the example. The counterfeit bills 
were thro'wn on the roof, in the back yard, 
anywhere, everywhere, to get them ofl 
their persons, The premises were searched, 
a number of prisoners taken, a large 
amount of counterfeit bills captured, aud 
an account book in cipher found, upon , 
which evidence. Price being arrested soon 
after, was convicted at last and sentenced 
in the Spring of 1861 to three years con¬ 
finement in the county prison. . 

None of the culprits taken at the Stai ! 
Hotel, were the principals or engravei-s 
most wanted, and Chief Wood, who had 
already taken in the redoubtable “ Col¬ 
onel” J. B. Cross, the forger, “Colonel” 
William Cregar, the famous counterfeiter 
and his oomrado in sin, the veteran Rob¬ 
ert Ridley, sltsa Bob Cooper, as well as 
many lesser desperadoes and outlaws,' 
made •'very exertion to reach and ooirvict 
Moeeleyviuad White, the engrav«r%^>'a8 
well'lSrseduTO their partners ■with the 
platae material they were known to 
have and Use. Chief W ood was a student 
of the g[reat science of “How to do it,” 
and his operations gave offence presently 
to a number of interested gentlemen. 
Cross, Cregar, Ridley, Price, Moseley, 
and White had their friends in positions 
where any honest man would have grieved 
to find them ; even about the courts and 
among the police, and Chief Wood be¬ 
came a-ware he was watched, hated, and ’ 
hindered' by persons among those who' 
should have been his untiring assistants.’•• 
Abo^ the middle of May, 1861, Tarr 
■was arrested by Deputy United States 
Marshal John Jenkins, on a charge 
complicity with Jake Zimmerman, ano^; 
false coiner; and others. Tarr protested., 
his Innocence, but appearances were! 
against Mm and he was committed 
prison Tor trial. Chief Wood’s coftfldeha?^, 
in his man was shaken, the more so as 
TaiT was moie communicative than iic-U 


THE SEPTUAGENARIAN SURVIVOR. 


oessary. at all events the scheme for the 
arrest of Moseley, White, and their part¬ 
ners, was brought to naught through the 
arrest and the prisoneris freedom of 
speech regarding the affair. There was 
much talking and ivTiting upon the sub¬ 
ject, but the only parties thoroughly 
pleased were the counterfeiters, their 
sympathizers and confederates, where- 
ever located. The action of the Chief 
was much misrepresented by the news¬ 
papers of the day, which in their igno¬ 
rance of the fact.s, assumed an amount of 
virtuous indignation, quite sensational 
and highly amusing to the well-informed. 
Whatever motive may have infiuenced 
those who broke up the arrangements of 
Chief Wood, the effect was to put the 
men he had been in pursuit of on their 
guard, induce them to change their quar¬ 
tets and secure their safety. 

During the month of November, 1861, 
the counterfeits of the five dollar bills of 
the Farmers and Mechanics Bank of Phil¬ 
adelphia made their appearance, being 
from the plate upon which William B. 
Tarr had already paid sixty dollars in his 
negotiations to entrap its engrave is. 
Among the material captured at the 
time Jake Zimmerman and William B. 
Tarr were arrested May, 1862, was a plate 
for printing counterfeits of the five dol¬ 
lar bids on the Bank of America, of New 
York. This plate, according to Tarr, had 
been intended for Moselev’s manipula¬ 
tions to perfect the same, but being cap¬ 
tured, as is stated, was for a time un¬ 
heard of; it was Incidentally referred to 
six months after in the newspapers as on 
the Bank of North America, and as hav¬ 
ing been "with the plate for the counter¬ 
feits on the Farmers and Mechanics Bank 
of Philadelphia, caused to be engraved 
by Chief Joseph M. Wood, in his efforts 
to arrest the makers. The inaccuracy of 
the quotation as to title of the Bank of 
America plate, was less than the nntmth- 
fulness of the statement of its origin, or 
that of the other. Very strangely the 
Bank of America plate reached Moseley 
and White after all, at least, in 1863 coun¬ 
terfeit fi've dollar bills corresponding ■with 
the captured plate were put in circulation. 
It -was odd, but it ‘ showed how the old 
thing worked” sometimes, almost twenty 
years i^o. - • - ■ 

William B. Tarr and Jake Zimmerman 
were convicted and sentenced for four 
years. Before his resignation, November 
1,1861, Chief Wood turned over the whole 
mass of information acquired regarding 
Moseley and White to one of the princi- 
md officers of the police force of New 
York city. The two eng^ravers were at 
the time described as follo-ws; “ Old 
Moseley, or iloses, who assumes the name 
of Allen, after ^ old . engraver of that 


name who died some time ag<'. .s muuiii'i 
.1 genilcmen in appearance aud adcircss. 
He is of medium height, fairly well birlt. 
about sixty years of age, quite irray, 
usually wears a goatee about three inches 
long, dresses in black, sports a cane, wears 
a large ring upon the little finger of the 
right hand, displays a heavy gold vest 
chain attached to a gold watch, and is 
very free and pleasant in conversation.'' 
His first name was supposed to be Reu¬ 
ben, aud it was thonght he was the same 
person tried in Phil.auelphia for counter¬ 
feiting soma twenty year.s before ; that 
party having been known by some of the 
same marks, aud answering the name of 
Reuben Moses or Mosey. Of George Ir¬ 
vine IVhite was written : “George White 
is another of this party. He is about the 
age of Moseley (a mistake), taller and 
not so stout. He is gray also, but patron¬ 
izes the hair-dye—no whiskers ; smokes a 
great deal, drinks often, is more sedate 
and less talkative than his partner.” 

Sometime in 1864 the Philadelphia com¬ 
bination of counterfeiters was broken up, 
Tom Condroa inducing White to work 
for him and his New York associates. 
This change took “the plate” awav from 
the Philaaelphiana, anci compelled them 
to buy of Condron & Co. their new coun¬ 
terfeits, paying a commistion for the same 
above mrmer cost. In hia rage-at this, 
Ben Pratt after a time gave Information 
to Deputy United States Marshal John 
Jenkins, of Philadelphia, against Con¬ 
dron and White, the result'of which will 
be read in succeeding paragraphs. 

About that time the police of New York 
city became too much occupied •with busi¬ 
ness connected-with the slaveholders gi-eat 
rebellion and the civil -war, to find time for 
attention to men who were doing no worse, 
or more important business, than making 
a few score thousands or so of counterfeit 
dollars now and then. The business grew 
into proportions, demanded attention after 
a time, even amid the din of war, and it 
finally received due regard and considera¬ 
tion from that “Secret Ssrvice” the exi¬ 
gencies of war brought into existence. In 
the meantime Moseley, White, and many 
another genius in their line enjoyed a long 
immunity, pushed their business, helped 
the Treasury Department infiate the cur¬ 
rency to the best of their ability, believed 
in the war for the Union, or anything else 
which kept the authorities busy, and per¬ 
suaded themselves most fully that “the 
good time coming so long upon the way,” 
had at last arrivetl according to promise. 

During 1867 White was arrested, hi a 
raid made by tho Operatives of the Secret 
Service upon an establishment In Cedar 
street. New York city, upon which was 
displayed a sign inscribed ; “ Bently ifc 
Co., Bank Note Engravere and Printers.", 





















BIOGRAPITY OF IRVIYE WHITE. 


'V'-::,-. the only r^rson found upon the 
• but'.t was ascertained that the 

..e.iil 'f the drm of 3ent!>- i Co., was 
ileni-y T. Condron, aiia* Hamson Bent¬ 
line. .iliaa Tom Congou, alias H. B. Con- 
drnn. alias Grand Duke, the able manager 
and capitalist of a {rang of New York 
councerfeitei-s. in whose employment White 
was criminally engaged. Upon the evi- 
dence secured at this time, WTiite was 
'Ubsequently convicted and sentenced to 
>iiig-6ing penitentiary, in the State of 
New York, for five years which term of 
eouiinement he served out. 



Henry T. Condron is a descenident of a 
family said to have been res^ents of the 
city of Bridgeport, Connecticut, at one 
time, after which he haunted the great 
eastecn cities,! while other members of the 
family, ineludihg. his brother, Charles 
Timothy "Condrosi, removed to Western 
Pennsylvania, where they engaged in 
farming. Charles T. Condron was, how¬ 
ever, subsequently induced to return to 
New York, where he became associated 
with his brother and his confederate^ and 
thus eamed himself a place in this history. 
Henry T. Condron became one'of the suc¬ 
cessful'coneyman of his generation; he 
associated as an equal with such men as 
Nelson Driggs, Spencer Brockway, Frank 
Gleason, .wry Cowden, Hank Elliot* 
(the bond forger), Lou.^rtin, Andrew 
Robertson and others even now. active 
as the successors of Henry C. Col^ hav¬ 
ing by fraud obtained possession of a 
fraud, in order to multiply frauds, dupli¬ 


cating rhe changes from rhe piate of ; 
now well-known Yamaqua rive. ’ Nau 
might be added hci'e, but lest too mu 
Light awake the bats of the cave, i 
author directs the reader to a page where 
the account of the parties here referred 
to is certain soon to appear, the United 
States Secret Service Record, OfBcial Sum¬ 
mary of Arrests, published only on pages 
thirty-four and thirty-live of “Dye’s Gov¬ 
ernment Counterfeit Detector.’’ Henry T. 
Gondron married a sister-in-law of the 
wife of Spencer Brockway and has a 
daughter some twenty years of age, a 
graduate of that most excellent institu¬ 
tion, “Vassar College for 'Women,’’ at 
Poughkeepsie, in the State of New York. 

Sometime in 1SG6 a gentlemen engaged 
in the United States Treasury Depart¬ 
ment, a son-in-law to ’SV’hite, was the 
owner of a small property in Vineland, New 
Jersey. The health of this son-in-law 
failed and he was compelled to leave the 
Treasury Department, afjer which he re¬ 
sided in "Vineland. In that beautiful and , 
prosperous town, "Wliite and his wife came i 
to live with their childi-en and there they | 
remained, up to the time when "White I 
was actually committed to Sing-Sing peni- i 
tentiary. The whole family were much | 
respected in Vineland, where nothing was 
knovrn of the criminal pursuits of 'White. 
The old m.an left many samples of his art 
in the town, and earned some money hon¬ 
estly ; he was considered “ a regular old 
deacon” there, though fond of a dram. 
But matters went ill with the companion¬ 
able en^ver and the household where he 
made his home the son-in-law became a 
consumptive there were three sprand- 
children, bright little people and all girle 
so tie hand of poverty took hpid o^ the' 
three generations at once. 

(iAi this time, that gaccesafol apprentice 
of ^lessrs. Gilbert <b Qayon, of .Philadel¬ 
phia, the H. K. Snyder already mentioned 
as receiving valuable hints in his art from 
'Whit^ had become a partner of that cele-. 
brated engraver, the late Mr. Van Ingea. 
There was a carpenter named White at 
work, off and on at jobs about estab¬ 
lishment, and one day Mr. Snyder discoy- 
ered the carx>^l^f the son of White, 
the engrever. Learning the father’s place 
of res&ence, Mr. Snyder sent him .work 
from tune, to time, which White engraved 
at Vineland. Wien the son-in-law- of 
'White .became sick, nigb,unto death, he 
was moved to the city of Philadelphus- 
where he bad friends and could be made 
a great deal more comfortable, andtheps 
' he, presently died. The family was broke* 

I up, .'White moved to Philadelphiai bimselfC. 

I a^ fo^atime still worked more ob leu 
as an engraver on wood. . v-i'iT 

[ "What crooked and secret work "Whila 
may have done for Condron while living 


ill Vincianii. or whiie working, .nfand on. 
tor V:ia Iiigen & buytier, in Fiiiiodeiphiti. 
is uiiccrtiiiii. He used to bo absent part 
of tie time from ei'hcr place, and his 
I'amiiy on such occasions seemed unable 
to say where he was. Wo have given the 
facts of his life as they appeared to Ids 
lionest neighbors at Vineland, and to ld.s 
follow craftsmen in Philadelphia, and as 
they seemed to continue from 1866, or 
thereabouts, up to the time of his com¬ 
mitment to Sing-Sing penitentiary, some 
time after his arrest in New York during 
1367. 

After the expiration of his term of im¬ 
prisonment at Sing-Sing, "White returned 
to I’hiladelphia, took up his residence at 
Twenty-thiid and Master streets, and 
again went to wiirk for Van Ingen i Sny- 
<ler, having his place in the same room 
with the junior partner of the firm; yet 
Mr. Snyder remained in ignorance of 
White’s episode in Sing-Sing, and the ex¬ 
prisoner was the same affable man whose 
courtesy and kindness had made him 
popular long before. The habits and de¬ 
portment of White at this time were per¬ 
fectly regular and commendable; it was 
reported he had joined an Episcopallin 
Church, and those who worked with him 
state his way of life seemed in no sense 
unworthy of such a pious profession and 
dignified relation. The bearing of "White 
was always such as to command respect 
for his talents, in proof of which it may 
be stated that at one time he was employ¬ 
ed as Superintendent and Teacher of the 
Department of Wood Engp-ving in the 
< ‘Pennsylvania School of Design for Wo- 
men,” corner of Merrick and Filbert 
streets, Philadelphia. It is an interesting 
fact that one of bis pupils there, wks a 
gittodf-ihildofhis Own, a lady artist, who has 
'mhietited all the bettertraits of her ancestry 
add' ttetjuiired a degTee"'of '.'UdU which 
proves at once her aptitude and his early 
and fartlifttliy continued tuition. 

Attho time when White resumed work 
for Vaft Ingen 4 Snyder, as above stated, 
he was growing old and found his sight 
fail him when steadily nsed. Moreover, 
he wa» behind the modem standaid of 
woodingrUving, as progi-essand improve¬ 
ment therein had been very rapid. It be¬ 
came difficult to fimd just the work White 
could be kept on -with profit to his em¬ 
ployer. K it were only steel ho could 
■ have turned his hand to, the chance would 
: have been better, as the wood work was 
with liko only a kind of makeshift after 
alii ' However, everything went on^tty 
weB between Master Snyder and "Work- 
H»h White, and perhaps-would "have done 
sdttntiV now,-but for something like an 
UOeideat.' In answer to some^ perhaps, 
critical remark made to "White by Mr. 
Snyder one day, White was so needlessly 


iiisiesl'iecU'ul that .'tr. Snr'.cr .-rijiu-r.i 
liiiu .somewhat sharply, wuercupia Uio 
old engraver, taking ort'ence, nr having -v 
more profitable job m now, gatiiertvi Ins 
tools and left the establishment, to the 
unselfish regret of his emplorers, who 
supposed they knew the difficulty ho 
would have in making a living. 

His old employer is still inclined to be¬ 
lieve that, but for this aggravating inci¬ 
dent, White would have kept hone.stly 
and industriously to his work in his pay as 
long as he was able to guide a tool. How¬ 
ever, in a short time White fell from grace, 
if indeed he had been in grace. He once 
more took up the burin for his former fel¬ 
low criminal and confederate, Henry T. 
Condron, and moving to a hnu.se near the 
Baltimore depot in Philadelphia, and then 
afterwards to Camden, New Jersey, pro¬ 
duced, after a reasonable time, several 
pieces of work, imprints from some of 
which are still in fraudulent circulation 
and prove that old as White was at the 
time, his eye had not lost its keenness nor 
his hand forgot its cunning, when he sat 
himself down in secret and on the smooth 
surface of the fine steel he loved to work, 
wrought out the complex device of an¬ 
other, and still anotlier plate, wherewith 
the presses of Condron should multiply 
the issues of flrst-class counterfeits. Such 
was the work the veteran counterfeiter, 
unchecked by the memt^ of his half a 
decade of years at Sing-Sing, set himself 
diligently abont month after month, his 
pay from. Condron more libei-al than Van 
Ingen 4 Soyder oould afford for honest 
-work ODitrwood, and his independence 
greater. "What the result of all this labor 
came to be shall be at once related in the 
language of tlie record. 

•^enryT.Condron, alias Harrison,Tom 
Coogdon, H. B. Condrora. Grand Duke, 
wa» arrested June 26, by Chief of 
the Secret Service Division, Elmer Wash- 
bum, Assistant Chief James J. Brooks, 
and Chief Operative Henry R. Curtis, at 
No. 45 Wilson street, Williamsburg, New 
"York, for manufacturing and ha'ving in 
possession counterfeit five dollar notes of 
the National Bank of Castleton, New 
York ; Merchants National Bank of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts ; First N.ational 
Bank of Northampton, Massachusetts;' 
Hampden National Bank of Westfield, 
Masaachui'etts; oounterfeit United States 
fifty-centfractional currency notes “ Dex¬ 
ter Head,” and for having in possession 
counterfeit engrevol plates for printing 
the above described notes.” 

When the Secret Service officers made 
their raid upon Condron, he, with his 
■brother Charles, who superintended the 
printing branch of their criminal busi¬ 
ness, were actnally at work.-.t their respec¬ 
tive occupations. In the room was a press 
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'P IRVINE IVniTE. 


^n:oii 'hpre Tprfi three 'epamco 
.'lien .'t '’uunterieic mmiev, the top notes , 

• It' wnii.'h were sriil fresh anti '^'reen with i 
the iiiK used in printing them. On the 
rlonr were several bundles of these coun. | 
lerfLic notes wrapped in damp clothes, I 
anti stretched across the room on wires | 
huncr a lari;o quantity of counterfeit live i 
dollar National Bank Notes in an uniin- i 
ished state. In the room was a box with a I 
stone cover, under which was a lighted gas i 
jet, on the cover lay a steel plate recently I 
inked, with the woi^s “The Castleton,’’ 
C,istleton, New York, engraved upon it. | 
There were also found in this room a small I 
, hand-press, and on it a steel plate en- I 
graved with the United States Treasury i 
seal covered with red ink. and engraved ; 
on this same plate was the coat of arms | 
of the State of Rhode Island. On a table | 
near by were two piles of counterfeit i 
Na ional Bank Notes on the National 
Bank of Castleton, New York. Under 
the door-sill of the scuttle-room on the 
upper door were found concealed oue set 
of dfty-cent "Dexter Head’’ plates; one 
back border plate for a live dollar Na- 
tiomal Bank Note ; one face plate for the - 
same ; title plates for the Merchants Na¬ 
tional Bank of New Bedford, Massachu¬ 
setts ; First National Bank of Northamp¬ 
ton, Massachusetts, and Hampden Na¬ 
tional Bank of Westfield, Massachusetts. 
These plates together made the sets com¬ 
plete, with the exception of the five doll.ar 
back centre plate, which was captured the 
following day from Ii-vine, alias George 
White, the engraver of all these plates, and 
a co-worker with the Condrons in their ne¬ 
farious business. 

It has been stated that the above cap¬ 
ture was eflected by shadowing Charles 
T. Condronto the “mill,’’and that he 
being somewhat deaf, was more easily fol¬ 
lowed. Among the counterfeit money 
taken at the time was a lot of eighty thon- 
Siuid represeutotive dollars, excellent 
counterfeits of the five dollar bills of the 
Highland National Bank of Newbur", 
New York, all of which being destroye3[ 
none ot the kind ever obtained circula- 
tii'ii. Tlie persons c;^tured in this con¬ 
nection were Henry T. Condron, Charles 
Timothy Condron, Irvine White. Rans 
Warner, Eli Fiel da G. W. Jenkins and 
Edward G^riffin, White being taken at 
C.amden, New Jersey, the next day, and 
Edward Griffin on June 28, 1876, at No. 

4o Wilson street, Brooklyn, New York. 

Henry T. Condron was airaigned for 
trial on the tenth day of July, 1870, and 
pleading guilty of the offence charged 
against him, was sentenced to imprison- 
incnt at hard labor in the Sings County 
(N. Y.) penitentiary for a term of ten 
years and to pay a fine of seven hundred 
and filty dollars. 



Charles Timotht Cojtdrox 


Charles Timothy Condron, who was en¬ 
gaged with his brother Henry in the busi¬ 
ness of manufacturing counterfeit money, 
and herein referred to, was tried July 10, 
sentenced to 

the Kings County (N. Y.) penitentiary 
for a tei-m of five years, and to pay a fine 
of seven hundred and fifty dollars, 

Irvine White, alias Charles White, was 
iUrested In Camden, New Jersey, June 37i 
1876, by Operative Henry R. Curtis, for 
engravinj; and having in possession plates 
for printing counterfeit money. Se^a* 
immedmtely indicted for engraving ^d 
Mving In possession plates, for print-' 
National Bank Currency, to- wit; 

, , plates complete for printing a 
skeleton five dollar National Bank Note, 
and the title plates of the Merchants-Na¬ 
tional Bank of New Bedford, Massachu¬ 
setts r Eirst National Bank of Northamp¬ 
ton, Massachusetts; H.-impden National 
Bank of Westfield, Massachusetts; 'Thiid 
National Bank of Providence, Rhode 
Island ; the National Bank of Castleton- 
New York and the Highland National 
Bank of Newburg, New York, also all 
the plates necessary for printing the ‘ ‘Dex- 
tor Head’’ United States fifty-cent cur¬ 
rency notes.' ' 

On the loth of July, 1876, White plead 
^Uty to the charges set forth in the in¬ 
dictment against him, and was sentenced 
to Imprisonment at hard ^abor in the 
Kings Coenty penitentiary for the term 
of ten years, and to pay a fine of one 
thousand dollars. 


.\.N OLD TIME I'lmGER .VND ARI^TOOR.' 


Aif :l3 viz and as:s:::sa: 

LAW FOR THE M-IN 

LAW FOR THE GENTLEMAN. 

THE GREAT CRIMINAL CASE 
WHICH BBOKE THE 

Backbone of British Cruelty, 

HENRY FAUNTLEROY, 


The -Station in society which was occu¬ 
pied by this unl'ortunate gentleman, to¬ 
gether with the long established respecta¬ 
bility of the banking-house in which he 
was a most active partner, and the vast 
extent of the heartless forgeries which he 
committed, ^ve to his case an intensity 
of interest, which has rarely been ex¬ 
ceeded. 

The apprehension of Mr. Fauntleroy 
took place on the 10th of September, 1834, 
when ho was taken into custody on a war¬ 
rant, issued in oonsequence of information 
being lodged at Marlborough-street police 
office, that'it had been discovered ttmt in 
the month of September, 1820, stock in 
the tbixe per cents, to the extent of 10,- 
0001., which stood in the name of himself, 
J. D. HulmOi and John Goodchild, as 
trustees for Frltncis William Beilis, had 
been sold out under a power of attorney, 
to which the names of Mr. Fauntleroy’s 
co-trustees, and of one of the subscribing 
witnesses, had been for^d. 'The mAne of 
the firm with which ll&. Fauntleroy was 
ooiuiected was Marsh, Stracy Fauntleroy 
and Graham, and their banking-house 
was situated in Bemers-street, where they 
enjoyed no inconsiderable portion of pub- 
lio patronage; and the apprehension of 
Mr. Fauntleroy, on one charge; no sooner 
became generally known, than, on inqui¬ 
ries bein^ made, it was Ibund that be had, 
under kimilar circumstances, sold out 
stock to the enormous amount of 170,0001., 
since the year 1814, the whole of which he 
had converted to his own use. The most 
extraordinary degree of mtensst was, in 
consequence, exhibited, and the public, 
unconscious of Ui^degTee _ of mischief 


which might be .'ipprehemioil, iH»ramu .so 
alarmed that a run oil the liajiking-huusa 
rook place, which was checkeu by a sus¬ 
pension of payments, and eventually by a 
commission of b.mkruptcy. 

Meanwlule Mr. Fauntleroy's private 
character and conduct became the su'ojecc 
of general comment in the newspapers, 
and exaggerated accounts of his depravity 
of habit were published. He was de¬ 
scribed as a licentious libertine, and as a 
deep and determined gamester, and it was 
alleged that his extravagance knew no 
bounds. His private life was also inquired 
into, and it was found tliat he had been 
mamed to a young Lady of respectable 
family named Young, by whom he had 
previously had a child; but that after his 
marriage he had never lived with his wife; 
j and it is not a little remarkable, that it 
was for a forgery, by rnc.-uis of which his 
j wife’s family was defrauded, that he un¬ 
derwent the final dreadful sentence of the 
; law. 

j His trial took place at the Old Badey, 
on the 30th of October, 1824, when he was 
indicted for forging a power of attorney 
for the transfer of stock in the three per 
cent, consols, to the amount of 5,0001., 
with intent to defraud Frances Young, 
-i-s early as seven o’clock in the morning 
the doors leading to the court-house were 
thronged with persons anxious to obtain 
a glimpse of the prisoner; and on the ar¬ 
rival of the judges, before whom the un- : 
fortunate gentleman was tried, every cor- ' 
ner of the court was filled with spectators. ■ 
The Attorney-General was employed to i 
conduct the case for the prosecution, and ' 
in bis opening address to the jury, he de- | 
scribed the prisoner as the acting partner i 
in the house of Messrs. Marsh 4 Co. Mr. | 
Fauntleroy, the father of the prisoner, had i 
become a partner In that firm, at the peri- • 
od of its establishment, and had coutin- j 
ued so up to the time of his death, which ! 
took place in 1807. The prisoner was then 
admitted into the concern, and became a i 
most active member in carrying on its ex- I 
tensive transactions. In the year 1315, | 
Frances Young, of Chichester, a customer 
of the house, lodged in their hands a pow¬ 
er of attorney, to receive the dividends on 
5,4501, stock, invested in her name in the 
three per cent, consols. The dividends 
were regularly handed over by the bank¬ 
ing-house; but it was found, that soon 
after the period mentioned, another pow¬ 
er of attoniey, authorising the prisoner to 
sell the stock, was presented to the bank, 
and the sale was effected by him. To this 
power the prisoner had forged the names 
of Frances Young, and of two witnesses 
to it. But the most extraordinary part of 
the case was, that among the prisoner’s 
private papers, contained in a tin box, 

' there had been found one in which he ac¬ 
knowledged his guilt, and. adduced a reus- 
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II for fii-. i-enijuot. The Attoinoy-i len- 
u'lid tiie paper, wiiicli piv.seiited 
yAe ihllovvimr Items, xc.:—De la Phiee. 
II, tlireo percent con.sois; E. W. 
Y/mnsr, o.dOOh con.sois; General Y'liunff, 
(j.iHiOh' oonsoU; Fiances Youn?, S.OCHil. | 
vonsols; H. Kelly, d.OOtil. consols: Lady: 
Xelson. ILOiloJ. consols; Earl of Ossorv. 
7.000L four per cents.: W. Bowen, 9.i00<. 
lour per cents.; —Parkins, 4.0001. con¬ 
.sois. Sums were also placed to the names 
of ilrs. Pelham, Lady Aboyne. W. R. and 
H. Fauntleroy. and Elizabeth Fauntleroy; 
and the learned gentleman observed, that 
all the sums were added together, and the 
sum total, 100.0001., appeared at the foot 
of this list in the prisoner's hand-writing. 
The statement was followed by this dec¬ 
laration:— 

In order to keep up tlie credit of . . 
house, I have forged powers of attorney 
for the above sums and pai-ties. and sold 
out to the amount here stated, and with¬ 
out the knowledge of my partners. I 
kept up the payment of the dividends, 
hut made no entries of such payments 
in our books. The Bank began first to 
refuse to discount our acceptance.^, and to 
destroy the credit of our house: the Bank 
shall smart for it.” 

The Attorney-General then called his 
witnesses, who confij-med in every point 
his statement of the case. 

On being asked what he had to say in 
his defence, the prisoner read from a pa¬ 
per the following address;— 

“My lord and gentlemen of the jury,— 
Overwhelm^ as I am by the situation in 
which I am placed ttnd being uninformed 
in what manner I should answer the char¬ 
ges which have been alleged against me, 

I win endeavor to explain, so well as the 
poignancy of my feelings will enable me^ 
the embarrassments of the banking-house 
in which I have been for many years 
the active and only responsible parti^, 
and which have alone 1«^ to the present 
investigation; and although I am aware I 
cannot expect to free myself from the ob¬ 
loquy brought upon me by my anxiety to 
preserve the credit and respectability of 
tlie firm, still I trust tliat an impartial nar¬ 
rative of the occurrences will obtain for 
me the commiseration of the well-disposed 
part of the community 
.“Anticipating the Court will extend its 
indulgence to me, I will respectfully sub¬ 
mit such obserrations as I thinlr w^ tend 
to remove from influenced minds those 
impressions, which, with sorrow I say, 
must have been made upon them by the 
cruel and illiberal manner in which the 
public prints have untruly detailed a his¬ 
tory of my life and conduct; hoping there¬ 
from I m^r deserve your com'p^ion, and 
although I may be unable to justify my 
proccediugs, and secure my liberation, by 


a verdict of :he jurv, yet thev may iji* 
considered, in the mercy of tba'courc and 
a discerning public, as some extemiacion 
of the crimes with which I stand an-ai"-n- 
ed. ’ 

“My father estabiished the banking- 
house in ITDA in conjunction with ilr. 
Marsh, and other gentlemen. Some of 
the partners retired in 170 i. about which 
time a loss of 20.0001. was sustained. 

; Here commenced the difficulties of the 
bouse. In 1 1 96, Mr; Btracy and another 
gentleman came into the house with little 
or no augmentation of capitaL' In 1800 I 
became a clerk in the bou.se, and contin¬ 
ued so six years; and although during 
that time I received no salary, the flrrn 
were so well satisfied -with my attention 
and zeal for the interest and welfare of 
the establishment, that I was handsomely 
rewarded by them. In 1807 my father 
died; I then succeeded him; at this time 
I was only twenty-two years of age, and 
the whole weight of an extensive, but 
needy, banking establishment devolved 
upon me; and I found the concern deeply 
involved in advances to builders and oth¬ 
ers, which had rendered a system of dis¬ 
counting necessary, which we were 
obliged to continue in consequence of the 
scarcity of money at that time, and the 
necessity of making ftirther advances to 
those persona, to secure the sums in which 
they already stood indebted. In this per¬ 
plexed state the house- continued until 
1810, when its embarrassments were great¬ 
ly increased, owing to the bankruptcies of 
BricJCwood'and bthera; which brought up¬ 
on it a sudden dbmand forno less a sum 
than nO,OOOL tlie greater part beifag for 
the amount of bills, whiohoar boose had 
eithar accepted or discounted for those 
parties said to have bSoeoae baahrupts.'i 
.Alioot 1814, 1815; aadi-1816, "froar the;" 
speculations with builders; briok-makors, 
&S,, in which the house was engaged, it 
was called upon to 'provide Ihnos to the- 
extent of near 100,0001. td avert the losses 
which would otherwise have visited it 
from those speculations. In 1619 the most 
responsible of our partners died, and we 
were Balled Upon to pay over the amount 
of his capital,' although the substantial 
resources of the house were wboDy inade¬ 
quate to meet so large a payment. - Dur-; 
ing'these numerous indtrying difficulties, 
the house was nearly without resonrees, i 
and the whole burden of management fall-, 
ing upon, me, I was driven to a state of 
distraction, in which I could meet with no 
relief &om my partirers, and, abnoet heart-: 
broken; I sought resonrees where I could,; 
and so tong, as they were, ptoride^ knd- 
the credit of the house Bappofted,(&o in-, 
quiries FAre made, either ras to the man.;^ 
ner in .which they were ptocrrrfd, or as to; 
the sources from which they were derived. 


AX (.■'LD TIME FORGER .VXD ARISTOCR.VT. 


In rlie midst of Giese v.t'.iiinitio.s. '.viiioh 
were not unknown to Mr. .Btraev. he quit¬ 
ted England, and continued in France, on 
his own private business, for two years, 
leaving me to struggle as well a.s I could 
witli uLlficulties almost in.stu-muuntable. 
Having thus exposed all the necessities 
of the house, I declare that all the monies 
temponu-ily raised by me wei-e applied, 
not in oue instance for my own separate 
purposes or expenses, but in every ca-se 
they were immediately placed to the credit 
of the house in Berners-street, and ap¬ 
plied to the payment of the pressing de¬ 
mands upon it. This fact does not rest 
upon my assertion, as the transactions 
ferred to are entered in the books now 
the possession of the assignees, and 
which I liave had no access since my ap¬ 
prehension. These books. I understand, 
are now in court, and will confirm the 
truth of my statement; and to whatever 
.account all the sums may be entered, 
whether to that of stock, or of exchequer 
bills, or to my own private account, the 
whole went to the general funds of the 
banking-house. I alone have been doom¬ 
ed to s^er the stigma of all the transac¬ 
tions; but tortured as I have been, it now 
becomes an imperative duty to explain to 
you, gentlemen, and through you to the 
world at large, that the vile accusations 
heaped upon me, known to be utterly false 
by all those who are best acquainted with 
my private life and habits, have been so 
heaped upon me for the purpose of 
loading me with the whole obliquy of 
those transactiona, from which, and from 
which alone, my partners were preserved 
from bankruptcy. I have been accused 
of crimes I never even contemplatet^ and 
of acts of profliwy I never committed; 
and I appear at Siis bar with every preju¬ 
dice against me and almost prejudg^. 
To suit the purposes of the persons to 
whom I allude, I have been represented 
as a man of prodigal extravagance; prod¬ 
igal indeed I must have been, had I ex¬ 
pended those large sums which will here¬ 
after be proved to have gone exclusively 
to support the credit of a tottering firm, 
the miseries of which were greatly accel¬ 
erated by the drafts of two of its members 
to the amount of near 100,0001. I main¬ 
tained but two establishments, one at 
Brighton, where my mothec-and sister re¬ 
sided during the sca-son—the expenses of 
which to me, exclusive of my wine, were 
within 4001. per annum, and one at Lam¬ 
bed, where my two childven.lived, from 
its very nature private and inexpensive, to 
which I resorted for retirement, after 
many a day passed in devising means to 
avert'the embaixassmeuts ot the bank¬ 
ing-house. The dwelling-house ,in Ber- 
nerslstreefc belonged solely to my mother 
with the exception of a library and singly 


Tliii 




penditure, so fur as domestic cxpeuuicui'c 
is concernetl; I .am next accused of 'oeing 
an habitual gambler, an accusation which. 

; if true, might e.asily account for the difi'u- 
! sion of the property. I am. indeed, a 
I member of two clubs, the .klbian and the 
i Stratford, but never in all my life did I 
I play in either, at cards or dice, or any 
I game of chance; this is well known to the 
I gentlemen of these clubs—and my private 
I friends, with whom I more intimately as- 
I sociated. can equally assert my freedom 
I from all habit or disposition to play. It 
I has been as cruelly asserted, that I fraud- 
i ulently invested money in funds to answer 
! the payment of annuities, amounting to 
i 2.2001. settled upon fem.ales. I never did 
' make any such investment; ueitlier at 
home or abroad, in any. funds whatever, 
have I any investment; nor is there one 
shilling secretly deposited by me in the 
hands of any hum.an being. Equally un¬ 
generous, and equally untrue it is, to 
charge me with having lent to loose and 
disorderly persons large sums which nev¬ 
er have, and never will be repaid. I lent 
no sums but to a very trilling amount, and 
those were advanced to valued friends. 

I can, therefore, at this solemn moment 
declare, most fervently, that I never had 
any advantage beyond that in which all 
ray partners participated in any of the 
transactions which are now questioned, 
"rhey indeed have considered themselves 
as partners only in the profits, and I am to 
bo burdened with the whole of the oppro¬ 
brium, that others may consider them as 
the victims of my extravagance. I make 
this statoment not with a view to crimin- 
ate Others, or to exculpate myself: but : 
borne down as I am by calamity, I will ^ 
not content to be held out to the world as . 
a cold-blooded and abandoned proffigate, ! 
ruining all around me for the selfish grat- 
ifleatioa of vice knd sensuality, and In¬ 
volving even my confiding partners in the 
general destruction. Gentlemen, I have 
frailties and errors enough to account for. 

I have sufferings enough, past, present, 
and in prospect; and if my life were all 
that was required of me, I might endure 
in silence; though I will not endure the 
odium on my memory, of having sinned 
to pamper delinquencies to which I never 
was addicted.' Thus much has been extort¬ 
ed from mo by the fabrications which have 
been orueHy spread amongst the public,— 
that very public from whom the arbiters 
of my fate were to be selected. Perhaps, 
however, I ought to thank the enemy who 
besieged the prisoner with his slanders, 
that ha did so whilst my life was spared 
to refute them, and that he waited not un¬ 
til the grave, to which ho would hurry 
me, had closed at once on my answer and 
; my forgiveness. There Is one subject 
































fauxtleroy executed for forgery. 


more ;'onnecte<l with '■hese 'hir'-e* ~n ■, ..i i . 

which I am oompellea to advert, and I do cupied, an^plSrlioL‘'whirh'ir 

P2pi:li:iiig^s 

been accused of actmir treacherously to-I At a ■ u 

wards the female who now bea„ ^ 

name, havin^^ refused to m.ake reparation ed unmediatelv**t^^th^^’' Proceed- 
prisoner Jently bow^eST^eron 
perceiviMt that they were T,re.e„r k. 


haying deserted her at a moment when 
she had the greatest claim on my protec¬ 
tion. Delicacy forbids me entering into 
an explanation on this subject further 
than to declare, that the conduct I adopt¬ 
ed on that occasion was uniuiiuenced by 
the interference of .any individual, and aro.so 
as I then considered, .and do still consider. 


perceiving that they were present, but 
made no observation. Besides the Ordi- 
Mry of Newgate, the Rev. Mr. Cotton, 
\rr% Springett and 

•Mr. Baker with the pnsoner, the former 
or whom ha.1 remained all night. 

Mr. Fauntleroy was dressed ia a black 
waistcoat and trouserst with silk 


-4*4svt oLiij. viuuaiuer, coat, 

from a laudable and honorable feeling on | stockings and shoes. The demeanor o 


my p.art: and the Lady’s brother, so 
from coming forward at the time alluded 
to, w.as on service in the West Indies. 
Could all the circumstances be exposed, 
I feel convinced that every liberal-minded 
man would applaud my determination; and 
I feel satisfaction in saying, that the lady 
in question, has always been, and still is 
actuated by the best feelings towards me. 
I have new a.TV^lofri<:a frt 


I toe unhappy man was perlectlycom^TOd^ : 

His eyes continued closed, and no emo- i 
non was viaibJe in his countenance. His 
appearance had undergone little or no I 
change since the trial, ^e necessary ar- I, 
rang^ents having been completed, the I 
forward, and Mr.Springett i 
and Mr. Baker each took hold of one of i 
the pmoner 3 anns; and thus accompa- 


I have now to apologise to the com-t for nied; he foliowed the sheioffs^and'to; 

dinars TTra *_it., t , . 


h.aving entered so much at length into the 
statement of my unfortunate case, and, in 
conclusion, I have to express my perfect 
coniidence that it will receive every favor¬ 
able consideration at your hands; and I 
fully rely that you, gentlemenof the jury, 

■vnll ^ve an impartial and merciful deci- 

The unfortunate gentleman having com¬ 
pleted the reading of the document, sat 
down and wept with much agitation. 
Seventeen gentlemen of the highest re¬ 
spectability were then called, and they all 
attested their high opinion of his honor. 
Integrity, and goodness of disposition, and 
that he was the person whom, of all oth¬ 
ers, they would have supposed incapable 
of a dishonorable action. During their 
examination the prisoner buried his face 
in his handkerchief, apparently anxious to 
conceal his features from their view. 

In summing up, the judge told the jury, 
that as the evidence did not show the for¬ 
gery to have been committed within their 
jurisdiction, they, being a London jury, 
would have to decide on the count for ut¬ 
tering; and after twenty minutes’ consid¬ 
eration they returned a verdict—Guilty of 
uttering—Death- 

Every exertion was used by Mr. Faun¬ 
tleroy’s oounseL his case being twice ar- 
ped before the judges upon points of law; 
but both decisions were against him, and 
on the 30th of November, 1824, his execu¬ 
tion took place. The number of persons 
assembled on the fatal day was estimated 
at nearly one hundred thousand! Every 
window and roof which could command ; quence 


dmary. He never turned his head to the 
right nor the lelt till he reached the foot 
ot the steps leading to the scaffold; and 
^ moment he appeared the vast crowd | 
took off their hats. In less than two min¬ 
utes after toe criminal ascended the plat- 
torm, everything was prepared for his ex¬ 
ecution. Mr. Cotton now placed himself 
betora the prisoner, who stood with his 
face towards Ludgate Hill, ancT com¬ 
menced reading the passage—“Tet. O 
Lord God, most Holy! O Lord, most 
n^htyl 0 holy and most merciful Sa¬ 
viour 1 deUver us not into the bitter p^iT,. 
of eternal death. Thou knowest. Lord, 
tha secrete of our hearts; ” towards the 
exclusion of which the trap-doorfeU, and. 
toe unhappy man died without a struggle. 

An almost universal sympathy was ex¬ 
cited in his favor, in consequence of the 
melancholly termination of his career- 
but many had but too powerful reasons to 
moup the crimes of which he was guilty 
depriving them as they did, in many ini 
stances, of every shilling of what otherwise 
would have been comfortable competen¬ 
TTius was a great legal reform brought 
about and the progress for which justice 
and humanity so long plead in vain became 
^ssib le by virtue of the spirit of caste. 
Itoe coimnon people might go bang and 
toe legislators and executives of Great 
Britain remained indifferent, but' when 
the law Wrung the neck of a gentleman, 
they awoke to consideration of the sub- 
ject, and treated it as a thing of conse- 
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To complete a cabinet of rare coins, the following prices will be paid for United 
States Silver, Copper or Nickel Coins, of the several dates and denominations men¬ 
tioned in this table, if delivered ia good condition, at the office of Dte’s GovBasTirEjTT 
Coc^'TERFEiT Dktector, 1338 Chestnut Street, opposite the United States Miat, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

N. B.—To be accepted as in “good condition,’’ every coin must be of a full, clean, 
sharp impression, a complete and perfect piece, with the several devices, inscriptions, 
legends and various other features, all legible .and distinct. All coins having holes in 
them, or those in any part “smooth,” worn, abraded, chipped, cut, drilled, or in any 
manner injured, mutilated or defective, are of less value accordingly as specimens and 
subject to a corresponding discount from the prices here advertised. 

Coins may be sent by mail in letters, carefully secured between pieces of paste¬ 
board, or in stout paper or other boxes; otherwise by express. 


DATE.1 Dollars. ' HaJf Dollars. 1 Ciuar. Dolls. ; Dimes. iHalfDlmesl Cents. ! Hall 
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"THE iVlOST VALUABLE 
COMMERCIAL PUBLICATION.” 

TO ISSUE ELAJaUY IIV ISi^o. 

DYE’S COIN ENCYCLOPiCDIA 

0? THS SOTBaiMBITES OP THE WOHLS. 

BY JOHN S. DYE. 


Containing over 2000 perfect Fac SimiU engravings of the present 
imirersaily circulating Gold, Silver, Bronze Copper and Nickle Coins 

OF ALL THE HATIOHS OP THE GLOBE, 

made directly from specimen coins at great cost, expressly for this 
\vork. On the judgment of the best authorities in financial matters^L 
the book ha^ been declared to bo “The most valuable commercial pub--s 
lication since the advent of the ‘Wreath of Nations,’; by Adam'Smi^.’""' 

:This; Coin; Encyclopedia will cpntain the intrinsic value of .each, j 
coin^ in the currencies of the UNITED STATES^ GREAT BMTAIN 
GERMANY, FRANCE, AUSTRIA, ITALY, SWITZERLAND* ^ 
PORTUGAL, BELGIUM, RUSSIA, :BRAZIL and SPAIN, a feature *' 
never heretofore presented in any similar publication. 

A C<ytnplete and Extensive IXBEX Accompanies the Work. 

To be sold at the moderate rate of . 

FIVE DOLLARS PER COPY. 

Postage prepaid to all parts of the -^ited Stat^and British Provinces. | 

^ ^ Addrsss .JOHN Sditor and Propr|Qtor«. 

1338 tout Street, (Opi?oeitojD’. s; iicht).'' ^ 

' 'IPhiladelphia, PjL 


OPINIONS OF THE P.RESS 

KEC.^RDING 

DYE’S GOVERNMENT COUNTERFEIT DETECTOR. 


"This publication exhibits a manifest 


of the subjict." Public Utiger, FkiJadtiphia, Pa. 

"It Is a valuable addition to the bank liters, 
tnra of the d.iy, and will be lound ,-erviceable 
wherever ,* Xurlonat Bank note or ifreenbnck I 
circulated.’’ “For banks and countlnif houses 1 
will be found Invaluable.” 

The .Vortb .tmm’can, miadclphia. Pa. 

“With such a giulde In banks..«torcs. and rount- 
Ind-huuses, there can be no e.xcuse Inr beinpt It 
posed upon. JTu Doihj Preu, Philadetphut, Pa. 

".An anthorltT, and as such It reccivci the e.. 
dOTsement of tbett-easury, and ornumcrou.* banks 
and bankers. Ttu Inquirer, FMltuielphie., Pa: 

"It Is the official or^n of the Onremment. II 
annoancemenu beltur based upon the operatlot. 
of tbaSceret Service Department.” It la published 
monibty, and Is the most reliable work of Its kind 
ever issued. • • ' 

Tbs PUtiburqh Diep tek, PUteburqk^^Pa. 

...sllabl „_ 

felt Treasury notes and Nation.. 

admirable system has been orttrlnirtedr Wy wWeh I 
Is'lmpossible Ibr those whorend the menthty eare- 
fuUy to be deceived In regiard to tbonena neneu of 

The Daily Eveninq Traveller, Bveton, .Vote. 

"The plan of the work seems to ho an excel¬ 
lent one, but a personal examination will be found 
more satisfactory than any description. The De¬ 
tector contains many other matters oi Interest. It 
Is highly commended by those who have used It." 

"An Intimate a ipi.alntanco with Its leatures by 
. the public would hiruoly circumscribe the field ol 
operation of the roifucs who Impose upon th'o iten- 
oral Ignorance in rririird to money." 

Tbs Daily Advertieer, Boton, itfass. 

“True art In detecting counterfeit United. 
States Treasury notes and National Bank blrts.” 
‘"The work embodies a simple and re table method 
of dlstlsgolshing the tiiu Irom the false. Persons 
whohas«.ocaasloo to tuiadle naoqey will he wise to 
avc-U thesiselvesof tba-lnfsim»«tqn contained In 
.Its pages.” Tbs Sienday Uextli, Boeitm, Mate. 

;S Ooveniment Connt*tfeI;i. D«ulctor.'Offl- 

Organ,John S, Dye, edl'.es end proprietor. Is 
e.pttbllsbed monthly at lalacb. stnut Street, Phlla- 
- dsipkta, Pa,j sad U n.wwrl^ whldt -” •- 


lug pselol,rellabte,and tliorefure va 




-oe of the Chief of the Soewt Service L... 

lodf dhtUoiVnlted States Treasury Department 1 

Itsmcapsiratlon. .u.:.'. . 

. ADMyy Evt^ng Jownul^J^n^^.N. If; . 
ioVBm's Odvemiment' Chai^i^lt Detector, 
"that Important pubUcation, la andoubteldly the 
▼ery best pabllcatIoa.oAtbe kind. Mr. Dye offers 
fhc».ual«s lor asyeounterfeltTressury or National 
bank notes not mentioned In the publication to 
daterof tseue. Sucli - aneurkr is a* ready re ference, 
. and okgreut valne ts aihnrho handle money. In 
eachrltcne will be fbuoda-btography of some noted 
ecnnterfelter, of itself worth the pries 6(Tiabscrlp> 
Uoav'Tbe tatefttssaeoeotalaaalifeskatchotTom 
. fiWfardrwbosw;«e«atatt»m(i«M.saieldalatluAl- 
. thimjrPbnltonUary will be i«caUe<r er tMlr readers. 


_____ww.-. 

wi^ Is enabled, throngh his paper, to give a 'si^ 
pie method of deteetlng eecnurfelt money. 

.. CbMiaatitl' Daly inquirer, Cincinnati, i 


entirely ^ 

Tbs Daily Ohio Staietman, Columbut, Ohio. 

"This publication Is an Indlspensible adjunot 
to any counting-room. The plan ol tho work is so- 
simple that It is within the comprehension ol tbs 
veriest tyro in handling money. Any one who cau 
tell A from B^oan pro ect himsell from impoaitioo. 
“Dps's Goremraent Covnler/eil Detector, which is a 
monthly work, has a large nod well-merited circu- 
lat.oa among our hanks and business men, .amj ij 
highly appreciated.'* 

Tbs Saturday Hercld Indianapoiit. Ind, 

‘Tb'givet certain and anlailing msth<idj ot de¬ 
tecting oounterfells of every desciip ion.” 

Indianapolit Journal, Indianapolii, Ind, 

■ "U Is the only publication of this kind haring 
rpon it the stamp of official authority, and a;lsw 
momeais devotal to its investigation will couvinea 
every business man ot I ts commercial Importance.” 

Daily Globe Democrat, St. Louie, .\to. 

“A glance over ihe periodical is sure to con- 
vlcce the ob'errer of its usefulness.'' 

Daily Sentinel, Milwaukee, Witconeon. 


-----ill, if the letter 

_ denomination be given Its qua Ity can be 

positively determined.” --It explains how to 
dewet counterfeit money without the quailfica- 

Courier Journal, LouitvilU, Ky. 

iiioful publication c mes to us from ti e 
an expert of tho United S ales Trea- 
seems la bo a complete and accurate 
desorlpllon of iho counterfeit notes to date, being 
therefore a pamphlet which every oneshould have 
—handles money.” 

. Tbs Sols, Rkkmond, Pa. 


---oldest countcrlclt detector In 

country, having bsealiiithe bnslners for thirty 
years.. The book dqes not merely state the fact that 


'Mr. John .S.Dye, editor and proprietosof Um-: 
'Qovemment CuunterfoiC Detectox,’ published at 
PhUadelphlai,i sands to-Bearetary Sherman the 
following Important letter, dated Philadelphia, 
NovemboE#, 1817, vis; 

•;bi the dispatohea tootfa*-.Associated Press 
from, the city of New. York! y.est«Id«v^l lowas 
greatly gnTprised-to find whutis Urmed a ifsbof- 
‘Dangerous tioanterie tBtltet'baldttubacasnpitsd-' 
by -tha managers of the Baokee's Asaoelatsdn ot 
that city.:. Tha list names mors than Ibrty ecninr. . 
taEfsltfeinlBetsen of wbloh nevai bsdan existsbeei r 
except in tbetmaginstloaof tbs eomplieT:..Wbuh' 
objsot tbs Assoolatlaa can have la placing the 
falsa array of aouaterftlU>.belore the public can 
better be understood by reading the preface to the 
list published 111 the New York Herald.’ ” 

Vnioti. national, Wathingion, D. C., Nov. 8, 1877. 

'i^e'Cnion'reproduced from theabeve lelWry 
tlm wbuleaf ajiili bistoryi ofjtU couhtemitY on 


by all the p. I'nclpal journals of the United SUtei.' 
-EdUor.y 

(over.) 












